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FROM 



h^ 7f SUBJECT: 



Director, FBI 

SAC, St. Louis 

^ ; 
JOHN LAUTOER 

SUBJECT OF INACTIVE SECURITY INDEX CARD 
SECURITY MATTER - C 

Reurlet to St. Louis, dated March 29, 1948. 



date: April 21, 1948 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 10-2 0-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 
TAM/MLT/CLS 



The following background data on the subject was taken from 
information contained in his Army Service record on file at the 
DPRB, World War II Unit, AGO, St. Louis, Missouri: 

Name and Service No, ^/^.tlOH^AUTMER, ASN 32622865 

Address at time of Discharge 212 iL 22nd St., New York, New York 

Address at time of Induction same as above 

New York, New York on 11-16-42 
1-1-02, Polanok Seclo, Czechoslovakia 

072-18-7594 

Executive Secretary for insurance 

organization 

Translator 

2 years, 10 days 

Naples - Foggia 

6-20-45, Ft. Dix, New Jersey , 

Technician Fourth grade 

Mother - MM^AUTNER, Wilson Ave 

YnnrufstoTfln. Ohio 



Inducted through LB# 19 at 
Date and Place of Birth 
Social Security No. 
Civilian Occupation 

Military Occupation 

Foreign Service 

Battles and Campaigns 

Date and Place of Discharge 

Highest Rank held 

Relatives 



Remarks t 



Wife 



Sister 
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His induction questionnaire reflected 
that he is a U. S. citizen. 
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Juty 2, 1948 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 10-20-2005 BY 60309 AUG 
TAM/MLT/CLS 



The Security Index card for this subject was placed in the 
inactive files at the Bureau when he was inducted into the Army. 

For your information there is attached hereto a copy of a letter 
dated April 21, 1948 from the Jaint Louis Division which shows that the 
subject has been discharged from the Army. 

In view of the subject's previous activity in the Communist Party, 
together with his service in the Military establishment during World War II, 
you are instructed to institute inquiries to ascertain his present activity. 

In the event your investigation, reveals that a Security Index card 
is justified under the instructions outlined in SAC Ltr. 57, series 1948, 
dated April 10, 1948, you should submit Form FD-122 recommending that one be 



«r.sa.iarm:epared. 

Mr. O m *~ r « 
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tor. Roses 



.„.„,„„ | " If your inquiries reveal that a Security Index card is not justified 

I' S ff —' on d er those tosArUkt&fifc, Ijhter you should recommend that the Security Index card 
!£:Kirto — now be^ ma^aipetLiikth^ir active files at the Bureau be cancelled entirely 
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• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 




Director, SSI 

.0, Pittsburgh 
I 
•JJOBK LAVW&JaL 
/alias John Lot titer 

' sucoEiax wnm • c 

BureBU File Ho. 100~16177 



date: Pittsburgh, Pa, 
9-1-48 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-2 0-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 

TAM/MLT/CLS 
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Hebulet to Pittsburg dated July 2, 1948, and Hew York letter to 
Pittsburgh dated August 20, 1948, advisiig that LAOTHER presently resides at 
212 West 22nd Street, Hew York City, and requesting pertinent serials be 
forwarded to ¥ew York* 

A review of the file (formerly Huntington Pile Io# 100-230, Huntington 
Office of Origin) reflects that Hew York is in possession of all pertinent 
serials with the following exceptions which bxb being forwarded as enclosures 
with this letter to Hew York* 

Bureau letter to Huntington dated January 6, 1943, forwarding 
pertinent translations of copies of ^Magyar Jovo" (The Hungarian 
Journal) for August 1, 4 6, 8* and 11, 1942* ty* 

Copy of translations mentioned above. A* 

St. Louis letter to Bureau, 4-21-48, furnishing background data 
from subjects Army record (no copies of this being retained in 
Pittsburgh Office) 

Bureau letter to Pittsburg, 7*-2«*48* 

Copies of newspaper, ^Magyar J<>vo, w for August 1, 4, 6, 7, and 
11, 1942, from which the translations, Item 2, were made. 

She Arsy records reflect that the subject was residing at his present 
address at the time of induction into the Anay, November, 1942, and at the 
time of discharge in 1945, bb& has apparently been residing at this address 
since approximately 1941, when he moved from West Virginia; therefore. Hew 
York is being considered the new office of origin and this case is being ^ 
referred upon completion to that office* 

Insofar as the Pittsburgh Office is concerned, the Security Index Card 
on the subject should be cancelled as this office does not have recent informa* 
tion regarding his activities. The Hew York Office is requested to advise the 
Bureau whether the Security Index Card on the subject should be cancelled or 
brought up to date* 

ccs Hew York (100*16516) (Enclosures) 
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New Iork> New York 

IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO 

fiueno.-JLQQ=1651£l_ all information com t aimed 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED «r T$, 1948 

DATE 10-2 0-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 
TAM/MLT/CLS 

JOHN^UTNSR, wa., John^Lottner 
RE: SECURITY MATTER - G 



It is recommended that a Security Index card he prepared 
relative to the individual named helow: 

Name: JOHK LAUTOER 

Aliases: JOHN K5TWER 



Residence Address: Apartment 4P, 212 West 22nd -Street, 
Hew Yoik City 




-""= : l^tl (TR- P -V^tH FD-122 



Business Address: c/o Communist Party, &ew York State, 
5th Floor, 35 East 12th Street, 
lew York City 

. . - Alien 



Fascist (Italian) 



German 
Japanese 



Date of Birth January I. 1902 

Place of Birth Polanok Seolo, Czech oslovakia 

Entered U. S. In 1903 ^_ at 

Naturalised (date) J^-7$ 1926 ' ^ id* 

Naturalized (place and Court) Court of Common ^leg^ y ^S J448 

Youngstawn, OMXr"' 



Very truly yowr-ei 

ri X «*. EDWARD SCHEIOT ^ f 

-A? 0.--'%; ? SAC 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-2 6-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 

FEDERAL™ !/MLT/CLS ON 



Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK 



NT file no. 100-16516 VHF 



REPORT MADE AT 



mm jobk 



DATE WHEN MADE 



PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 



10/29; 11/1/48 



REPORT MADE BY 



(A) 



JOHN L4UTNER, 711th alias: 
John Lottner 



CHARACTER OP CASE 

SECURE TT FATTER - C 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS! 



Subject was succeeded as Distric t Organizer 
for the COP in W. Va., 1/17/41 by[ 



] 



V 



Subject ^parae National Secretary of Hungarian- 
American lectio^ of the IWO, 2/1/42. Subject 
inducted int^Airay, LDB #19/ at NYC on 11/16/42 • 
He served as^a translator for the Aruy and spent 
two years and ten days overseas, highest rank 
that of Technician 4th Grade . He was discharged 
6/20/45 at Fort Dixj N.J. After his discharge, 
subject was active in Chelsea and Yoricville Clubs 
of CP - NYC and was one of five Communist, directors 
of American-Hungarian Relief, Inc., who tried to 
increase Communist influence in that organization 
during 1945. Subject has had numerous contacts with 
STEEpJ£2$0N, member of the National Committee and 
chairman of the Nationality Grottps Committee of the 
Communist Party, USA. Subject attended plenum of the 
National Committee of the CP held at Hotel T&plomat, 
NYC, 12/3,4*5/46. Subject icted as instructor in 
Strategy and Tactics of the CP at a six-day training 
school sponsored by the CP at the Jefferson School 
of Social Science, 7/21-27/47. Subject served as 
instructor at a three-session Seminar held at the 
Chelsea Club of the CP in September, 1947. Subject 
is presently serving as a member of the NY State 
Review Commission of the CP, 5th iloor, 35 East 12th 
Street, NYC. Part of his duties consist of investi- 
gating charges against party members. 



has resided at 212 West 22nd Street, NYC, present- 
residence of the subject, since prior to the latter 1 s 
induction into the Army. 
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D3TJHLS: 



Pureau file 100-16177 

Heport of SA Wilfred Herbert ^rvrin, 4/V43> New York, 

Pittsburgh letter to Bureau, 9/1/48 

At New York, Hey York . 



The name of the subject, as JQHW L&UTNIIR, appears on a 
photostatic copy of '"Index of photos in the 'Daily 'fo rks £ f from Februar y 2, 
1922 to December 3 1. 1942.** ?rhic h was furnished to SA l 1 on 

August 26, 1944 by | I tAo received the list from B*JWi!35aWff*3SDEL, 

r ies Committee investigator* The list indicated that IATJTNIfi'S picture 
appears on page 3 of the "Daily Worker 1 * for September 11, 1937. 

In the ^aily Worker 1 ' for June 9, 1940, there appears an 
article entitled, "Capital Parley Tarns of Threat to Civil Rights 1 *. _ The 
article sets forth information to the effect that 3LI21ABSTH WBI^ r :&?T, 
member of the National Committee of the Communist Party, was an outstanding 
speaker at the June 7, 8, and 9, I94O conference of the National Federation 
of Constitutional Liberties, held in Washington, B.C» 

Kiss FLT? T Tiras followed by JOB! IAIJTN3R, Secretary of 
the Communist Party of Test Virginia, ifiio- told ho^ reactionary State officials'" 
had turned over to the ^ies Committee petitions to place the t>arty on the 
ballot. 

By letter 'ated May 2, 1941, the Huntington Eivision 
advised the Pureau that Confidential Informant T-l had furnished that office 
■with a press release of the National Committee of the Communist Party, USA, 
dated July 7, 1938, ^hich had been sent to the "Charleston Gazette 11 , Charleston, 
Test Virginia. The release rms in the form of a memo to city editors of 
newspapers and it advised that requests for specific information about the 
Communist Party in specific localities should be addressed to the various 
state headquarters of the Communist Party ♦ Included among the state secre- 
taries listed iras JOHN IAIJTTT,, Box 92, Charleston, -rest Virginia, State 
Secretary of the Communist Party of "Test Virginia, 



da, reL 



"1 dated November 



In the report of 
23, 1941, at Huntington, Test Virginia , 
for the Coi-imtmist Party in Test Virginia*, information is set forth to the 
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effect that 



C harleston . West 



admitted 



Virginia, an admitted former Communist can testify that 
to him having taken over the duties of JOM MUTMER, who was district 
organiser fo r the Communist Party in West Virginia, immediately before 
prior to January 17, 1941 ♦ 
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The ^Fraternal Outlook 1 * is an official publication of the 
International TTorkers Order, Inc. In the issue of May, 1942, there appears 
an article entitled, **New Leaders — New Poles*, concerning several promi- 
nent leaders in the International Workers Order* Accompanying a picture of 
IAUTRrER are the following comments: 

*Steel, bricks, coal and men have been the materials with isihich 
JOM L&UTW ! ?R has worked in his span of forty years as brick-layer, pipe- 
cutter in the Toungstown steel mills and labor organizer in Michigan, 
West Virginia and other states* He joined the order (International Workers 
Order) In 1932. On February 1, 1942, he became National Secretary of the 
Hungarian-American Section .* 

Confidential Informant T-2 furnished this office with a photostat 
of a document believed to be the attendance record of a General Executive 
Board Meeting of the BIO held on June 27, 1942 at New York City, Signatures 
were affixed to the original document^ to indicate his or her presence at 
the meeting. Included on this list was the name of JOHN MTCKT3R, 



The report of SA Douglas J. Williams dated July 27, 1942, at 
Indianapolis, re International Workers Order, Inc*, sets forth information 
obtained on Apr il 28. 1QA2 from Confidential Informant T-3. The informant 
advised that th<= | | of ttm Hungarian Loflpft of thfi IWP at Vn Kossyt, 

Indiana Harbor, Indiana.., was I g 9 s 

Indiana, 1*0 advised the informant th at JOHN L AUIWBR, the new organizer 



y 



for the TSO Hungarian Lodges, visited f | home on Monday, April 26, 1942 
and was sdven all the information on the police raids (local police had 
raided homes of IWO members.) 

Confidential Informant T-3 advised agents of the Indianapolis 
Office on July 13, 1942 that RSRBERT BENJMHN, National Executive Secretary 
of the rVTO had resigned to take some job with the Communist Party, The IWO 
placed three men to do wbrk formerly taken narft of bv BMJAMIW. These men 



were 
Hungarian, 



and JOHM LAUTNER, 
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By letter dated December 14, 1942, the Bureau advised that on 
July 14, 1942, Confidential Informant T-4 furnished the following information 
concerning the International Workers Order: 

*Not to be confused with the districts which are geographical divisions 
or the organization, ate the language branches with their national directors. n 

Confidential Informant T-4 furnished a list of the national directors 
of the language branches, -which included the name of the subject as director 
of the Hungarian Branch* 

On page one of the November, 1945 issue of *In Order**, published 
by the National Executive Committee of the International Workers Order, 
JOHN IAUTMSR is listed as a member of the following sub-committees of the 
National Executive Committee: 

III Native-born j National Clubs 

IV Membership; Order Building 

The report of SA Douglas J. Williams, dated November 11, 1942, at 
Indianapolis, re Communist Party, USA, District #8, Indianapolis Division, 
contains a summary of information obtained from confidential informants of 
that office. Information is set forth to the effect that literature put 
out by the International Torkers Order in the Indianapolis area is usually 
published in sever?! different languages and the instructions are given to 
the organizer for the particular language group for transmittal to that 
group. 

Language classes are also conducted under the sponsorship of the 
TWO and as an example of this, a class in Hungarian had at that time been 
fonned at Gaiy, Indiana and another at Hsnniond Indiana, This class, which 
consists of a six-weeks course in the Hungarian language, was being taught 
by JOHN LAUTFER, a former Communist Party organizer in West Virginia, 

The report of SA Hugh L. Steger, dated May 4* 1943 at Indianapolis, 
in the same case is also a mmro&xy of information obtained from informants 
of that office. It sets forth information to the effect that the I>fO uniformly 
adopts the policy of securing organizers suited to the particular nationality 
of persons to be contacted. In line with this policy, it was learned that 
JOE?? LMJTJTEE was serving as s National Hungarian Secretary of the ITO. 
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Concerning the classes in the Hungarian language which IAUTM; ; R was supposed 
to hold in Cary and Hammond,' Indiana, this report sets forth information 
that these classes had been cancelled after LAUTN^E was inducted into the 
United States Army. 

The ^Fraternal Outlook* for December, 1942, in en article captioned, 
ff Off to far*, sets ^orth the following information: 

"JCffiN IAUTMSP, National Secretary of the Hungarian-American Section 
CraO) now a Private in the Army, hatmily accents the gift of a sweater from 
?AV*! STPESTO, K&W York district Secretary, on behalf of the National Service- 
men's rr e1,fare Committee. tAlTTM^P., long an active labor leader, assumed ' 

his r.T ; post in February, 194-2, prepared to take battle post in November ♦ 
Poxn in Easi? Hungary, he came to the United -tates in 1903 at the age of one, 
•worked here in Ohio steel mills and as a brick-layer — always a fighter for 
justice — LAUT?r?R knows only the United Nations can preserve the independence 
of America and brin? freedom to his land of origin now under the Axis heel,* 



The n Fr?ternal Outlook for April, 1943 contains an article entitled, 
^Te °alute tt * Beneath a picture of LMJTNER in uniform was the following: 

wJOHB LAUTNER, Hun^rian-imerican L.1002, New York, Hew Tork.* 

Confidential Informant T-5 advisee that on April 12, 1943, STEVE 
IvJKL c 0?T, a Tpember of the Comintern Apparatus, now a member of the National 
Committee of the Communist Party, USA, member of the National Board of the 
Communist Party, UFA and Chairman of the National Proups Committee, Communist 
Party, USA, contacted someone at 212 '-.Test 22nd Street. This latter address 
is that of the apartment house wb*re LAUTNES and his wife reside. 

According to information taken from the "Fraternal Outlook* for August, 
1943, the Hungarian Section of the International Workers Order, Language Groups, 
at that time had 11,583 members and its National Secretary was JOHN LAUOTER. 



Confidential Informant T-6 advised that in 1944 LAflwsH was a 
member of the National Executive Committee of the Hungarian National r -roup 
of the rTO and a member of the Newsmoer Guild. 
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Confidential Informant T-7 advised that the International Workers 
Order has consis tently followe d the Communist Party line* 1*he informant 



stated that -when 

as National Secretary of the 



resigned in December, 1941 from his position 
ungarian Section, he was replaced by JOHN 
ULTTTtfER, a member of the Communist Party. LMJ7M3R later left the organiza- 
tion, according to the infonnant* 

On oage 18 of the *Fratemal Outlook* for June 7, 1944> the follow- 
ing appeared -under a picture of the subject in Army uniform: 

*J0HK LAOTNHR, with the United States forces somewhere overseas, 
was formerly acting National Secretary of the Hungarian-American Section ♦ 
He spent a brief time with the lection, but did much valuable work, contri- 
buting to its growth and development. His latest job is making it hot for 

Hitler.* 

On July IS, 1945, Confidential Informant T-8' advised that at a 
membership meeting of the Chelsea Club of the Communist Political Association, 
held on July IS, 1945, JOHN IAUTR12H was nominated as a delegate to the 
Communist Party New York State Convention, which was to be held on July 21- 



b6 
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On November 2S, 1945, Confidential Informant T-9 advised that at 
a membership meeting of the lorkville Club of the Communis t Party on November 
27, 7 945, which was attended by 4S members, | f spoke of the re- 
organization of the club and advised the roerabdife that tn§ club was to elect 
three members who were to meet mth three members of the Uni ted Nations and 
TnriM'K-y.p . +hv*t* members of other clufe. "Haose nominated we re I I 
JOHW LAUTN3R and others* LAUttOR advised that he would like to 



accept but that he would be in Pittsburgh or some other pa rt of Pennsylvania 
at that time. 

On December 1, 1945, Confidential Infomant T-Jbdvised that at a 
meeting of the Yorkville Club, held on November 29, 1945PHfcto^^esent elected 
the Provisional l&ecutive for the next district, running sm^tHft 84th Street, 
who were to concentrate on the Hungarian and Chechosl ovakian groups » I t was 
suggested that JOHN IAUTWER be on this committee, but I I said 



he 

b7C 
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it was impossible, that *after all, JOM is a national figure in the 
Communist Party.* 

On "December 7, 1945> Confidential Informant T-9 advised that at the 
conclusion of the ^xecm±lge SoismLLL^a meeting of the Yorkville Club, held 
on November ?9, 194-5, I I stated that JOHKLAUTNEP of the Hungarian- 

American Council for democracy, 23 Test 26th Street, New York City, had promised 
to turn over to the club a list of name's of good contacts for the Yorkville b6 

branch, b7c 



On December S, 1945* this same informant p.dvir^d thatj at a meeting 

said, "JOHN 



of the Yorkville (Hub, held on December 5, 1945, 
LMJTMER has promised thirty new members as soon as we have our Hungarian 
Club set up. 1 * 

On December 29, 1945* Confidential Informant T-9 furnished a list 
of all the members of the Yorkville Club of the Communist Party as of 
December, 1945. This list included the name of JOHK LWTN3H, 212 7/est 22nd 
Street, Hew York City. 

Confidential Informant T-10 advised on June 22, 1945 that JOHN 
LfJJT?PR, -who, stated he had just returned from overseas, made arrangements 
to meet JOHN)^LLIA?£SON, member of the National Committee of the . Communist 
j?arty and secretaiy of the Labor Department, Communist Party, USA, the 
following day. 

On page 6 of the *Daily Worker* for January 30, 194^, there is 
set forth in the column, "Letters From Our Headers*, a letter from the 
subject, which was quoted under the caption, *Sees Hopeful Picture in Hungary 11 
LAJITWTCR'S letter is quoted in part as follows: 

^JOSE^WTAFDBIN'S article, 'Mr. ESSES'' Trip to Moscow, 1 leaves the 
impression that the elections in Hungary were a major def^kj for the democratic 
forces as in Austria. I believe he is w#ong for the following reasons: After 
25 long years of reaction and fascism in Hungary, where Coirima^fcs were jailed 
and hanged, where the Ccmnunist Party -was outlawed, they elected 71 deputies 
to the Hungarian Parliament in this Election., ..Of course reaction is not 
dead in Hungary. Remnants remain. Strong forces outside the country endanger 
the growing new democracy, but I think it was a mistake to lump Hungaiy together 
with Austria as examples of the defeat of progress as this article said.® 



-7- 



mm 



?!Y IOO-1.65I6 



The article pointed out various conditions and circumstances which 
had arisen and which indicated that the Communists held more advantages 
than might be supposed from reading STAEOBIN'S article. An editor's note 
accompanying LkTOT^R* S letter advised as follows: 

*Mr. LAJJTKEE'S criticism is well taker. The Hungarian .-picture is 
quite different from /ustria's as we had ourselves indicated in articles 
previous to the one referred to. 

Confidential Informant T-17 made available a copy of a Teport sub- 
mitted by JOBS Ltfmm of the International workers Order to STEVE NELSON, 
Chairman of the Nationality Croups Commission of the Communist Party on 
?ebruaiy A, 194*6 regarding the work of Party members in toerican-Hungarian 
Relief, Inc. 

In this report, LAUTPR went into great detail concerning American- 
Hungarian Relief, Inc., and stressed the fact that it was very important for 
the C? to increase its control in that organization 1 . 

Part of this report is being set forth below: 

* J X want to deal -with our work in this relief movement in detail 
because it aroused a lot of controversy on the part of some individuals in 
our movement* Accusations of revisionism were leveled against those comrades 
who work in the relief movement. 

^First, here is the case history on the formation of the American- 
Hungarian Pelief, Inc. In 1944 the Democratic Countil applied for a charter 
in the State of New York for relief purposes* l ' T ith this charter, the Council 
asked the Presidential TTar Relief Board" to grant a pennit. This peimit was 
not given ♦ In the meantime the Council approached the fraternal organizations 
to cooperate in the project and form a united action. The fraternal organiza- 
tions, Verhovay and the others refused and told the Democratic Council to 
approach the American Hungarian Federation, TTithiftich they are affiliated. 
At the same time, the Federation took out a charter in Mew York State and 
also applied for' a permit to the Presidential "Jar Relief Board. They were 
told that the democratic Council also asked for a permit, and since only one 
permit will be granted to that nationality groups, they better get together 
and form a joint board of directorate, and then come back for a permit. 
.After a few preliminary conferences, the meeting that foroied the board of 
directorate took place last spring in Mew York* A directorate of 30 was 
agreed on, on the basis of organizational representation* RLve of our people 
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became members of the board. One of our comrades became associate secretaiy 
in the national office of the relief. Other directorate members were elected 
from the fraternal organizations, churches and three from the American 
Hungarian Federation. 

""My feeling is that some of the elected reactionary board members 
never had any desire for this unity, or what is more important, did not want 
to aid the present Hungarian new democracy. Events that took place in the 
last eight months in the relief movement bear out this feeling. The Catholic 
clergy refused to join the relief movement, and snipe from the outside that 
the relief is controlled by the Bolshevik government in Hungary anyway. A 
section of the reformist ministers does the same as their Catholic colleagues. 

*The reformist ministers within the relief movement aided by other 
reactionaries never stopped trying to oust our people from the board of 
directorate, particularly the associate secretary from the national office, 
but due to the work we did in relief and the confidence we gained from the 
honest elements in the relief leadership, plus the support from the relief 
chapters, the reactionaries failed in their attempt. 

*Ye are a minority in the relief leadership, but strong enough to 
prevent some of the schemes the reactionaries tried to project. Last 
November in Pittsburgh at the board meeting they proposed, and it was voted 
upon 24. to 6, to give aid to Hungarians outside of Hungary. By this proposal 
they meant to give aid to those elements who are today in Austria and Bavaria. 
Of course they made it clear that for this purpose funds should be handled 
separately, and that those declared as war criminals shall not get benefits. 

tt^e raised this question with the War Relief Board, reasoning that 
this Yjould disrupt the relief movement. The War Relief Board prevented the 
initiation of this action. The Catholic priests in the meanwhile have their 
own relief activities through the Catholic charities movement and the aid 
collected finds its way to the Vatican, where it is used as a political 
weapon against democratic Hungary. 



**The Board of ..Directors of American Hungarian Relief Inc. met last 
Tuesday for their first annual meeting in New York. One of the MHM rep- 
resentatives came down to give detailed information as to how they can aid 
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^in solving transportation problems fpr the relief organization. As a 
condition he laid down the light of UKRRA to supervise the indiscriminate 
distribution of the articles they take over free of charge* It does not 
mean their right to distribute . The offer received favorable consideration. 

•I want to bring out some of the events of this meeting because it 
shows up the maneoyerings of the reactionaries and also the effects of our 
work in the months oast. 

•Right after the opening of the meeting a representative of the 
Hxingaripn government, Br. Chemeky, a son-in-law of the new Hungarian Republic's 
president, spoke. He comes from the left wing of the Small Landholders Party 
and is a deputy in the Parliament. 

•In his speech, which "by the way, was printed in all three Hungarian 
daily papers, he pointed out the tremendous problems of reconstruction and 
the battle against starvation in Hungary. He said that without the united 
effort of all Hungarians who are for this new democracy, these problems 
cannot be solved. His speech conveyed this new democratic spirit in Hungary 
that wants to build a new way of life out of the ruins caused by the sins 
of the past regimes. This keynote speech registered with some of the directors, 
but not with all. 

"The rest of the day passed by with the reactionaries trying to 
bring about decisions to oust the left wing. They came with recommendations 
to limit the board of directorate to 30, to remove the editors of the three 
daily capers, plus three of our representatives from the board. They argued 
thst the trade unions and the representatives of the Democratic Council made 
no contribution in the relief work. They proposed to change these members 
with well known women in the Hungarian community. Some of the women they 
proposed were officials of the Hungarian Federation. 

"We fought for first amending the charter to increase the member- 
ship of the board, with the most active people in relief work. This motion 
was carried and an increase in the directorate to 50 was carried. It was a 
clear cut victoiy over the reactionaries. Only a few votes were case against 
it. The present board in its composition remains, plus 20 new members to 
be brought in from the most active chapters. It will be our ta& now to see 
to it that conferences are held in cities like Chicago, Los Angeles, Detroit, 
and ^Tew York and the most active people are recommended for the board. 
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•The reactionaries left defeats! from this meeting, but they will 
not rest there* Tvro days later an editorial appeared in their New lork 
Mouthpiece, f The Nepszava 1 titled r A Sad Report from the Relief Board Meeting 1 
in which they suggest that the American Hungarians cannot work together with 
the Communists and that they shall work separately* The Answer to this will 
be given by those that worked so h%rd together with us for aid to the starving 
Hungarian people* 

*The reason I dealt with this question in such detail is because 
this activity is the first united action in which' outside of the Catholic Church 
and a handful of other reactionaries, all the fraternal organizations are 
working together for the first time, fhere are fascists in the relief 
directorate who in the past faithfully served Horthy and his governments, 
but they are losing their hold which they had through the Federation on the 
large fraternal organizations. TO the officers of the fraternal organizations, 
this meeting was additional evidence as to the direction the Federation 
leadership is travelling. They have learned that the time is here for them 
to clean house* 

*0n our nart we must always keep in mind that the failure of the 
united effort of the Hungarian people at home to overcome the present diffi- 
culties would be a blew to democracy and progress and a victory for reaction. 
Therefore we must exert our influence in the relief movement toward unity to 
get the most and quickest aid for Pongaiy** 

Confidential Infomant T-10 advised on February 8, I946 that IADTNER 

conferred with STEVE HELSCM and told NELSON he had completed *the report* and 

that he would deliver it to NELSON, It is believed that the report referred 
to is the one quoted above* 

Confidential Informant T-12 advised on December 9, 1946 thatJBHIIA 
-WW r 25 West 43rd Street, New York City, had received a letter dated tercJTS2, 
1946 from *JGHNNY* on the letterh^d of the National Office of the Communist 
Party, USA, 35 East 12th Street, Hew lork City, regarding the setting up of 
a New To A State Housing Commission to exploit the housing situation in this 
state. JOHN LftUTMSR'S name appeared on an attached list of housing committee 
members and the "JOHNNY* referred to above is believed to be IAtTSER. 

On July 19, 1946, Confidential Infomant T-13 advised that the sub- 
ject's name appeared on a list of names of members of the Chelsea Club of the 
Communist Party. 
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Confidential Informant T-14 advised on October 27, 194-6 that at 

a meeting of the MMM BQTTSGHER Club of the Communist Party held on 

October 24, 194-6 at the Torkville Gasino, the subject addressed the club on 
the growth of democracy in the Balkans. 

The «Daily Worker 1 * for October 18, 194.6 carried the following 
advertisement: 

«Week of October 14-20:- All out week to build circulation of 
Communist Press. Every club is urged to aid in overcoming the lag in 
circulation of the Worker 1 and 'Daily Worker' . All Communists mobilize 
thjjp>Spnday 3 October 20, 1946 at 10:30 AM at your branch or section headquarters. 
Shop- and industrial club members report to the headquarters nearest your address. 
Members of national, state and county committees, and of the 'Daily Worker 1 
Htaff iri.ll address these mobilizations . " 



The ad advised that the subject ror.ld address the group at the .East 
Harlem headquarters, 171 East 116th Street. 

Confidential Informant T-14 advised that on October 4th and 5th, 
I946, he saw JOHN LAUTNEE, a Communist Party member, at meetings of the 
American Labor Party Club, 226 ISast 86th Street. 

On October 27, 1946, Confidential Informant T-14 furnished the 
folloTringr information concerning an election rally held on October 24, 1946 
at the Torkville Casino, sponsored by the E3FMAJJ BOTTSGffSR Glub of the 
Communist Party, New York ^ity: 

There vrere about seventy people p resent, Among those knovsm to the 
/ inform ant was the subject, | | acted as chairman andQ 



was the first speaker rrho addressed the meeting on problems of the 
Germs n- America n Bund here and in Germany and the need of denazification of 
Germany, and the buildin.- of a democratic Termany. According to the informant, 
the subject n then spoke as a member of the Hungarian concentration group 
B.n6 spoke of the <?ro?rth of Democracy in the Balkans and especially Fungaria. 
He said the party of Hungary now has a membership of over 600,000 and that 
only a fevr years back, around 1940, the membership yms only about 3500, He 
said that this ?ras through the people's o™n volition and that the Soviet 
T T nion and ?,ed Army has done no urging rrhatr-oever on this issue, 13 
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*J0HN then went on to our current elections at home and the need 
of defeating monopoly of capital in its crying for a new war wherein they can 
again make large profits at the expense of the worker* He said we must 
defeat reaction at home as represented by M8JET, HOOVER, VANDENBERG, TAFT 
and TFUMAN, and elect such progressives as MBCftNTCMIO, POWELL and COLLINS* 
Fe also spoke of the need of comrades and all our sympathizers doing their 
utmost in the campaign, first to insure a big vote for our Communist Party 
and second to elect candidates of the Progressive ^abor Coalition** 



J 8 



Confidential Informant T-15 advised that at 1:15 FM on November 19, 
n individual believed to be STEVE NELSON was seen entering CP Headquarters 
:ast 12th Street* 



Confidential Informant T-10 advised that this was the regularly 
scheduled day for a meeting of the Foreign Language Commission, of which 
srars NELSON was the director. The informant stated that this compisaiflD •*« 
[ composed of ISJ^EC?ftMPER,__representing the State Office of the CP : I 
I 1 representing the Italian-speaking group; I I of the 

Yugoslavian group j and JOHN LAUTNER, of the Hungarian Section, together with 
others whom, as yet, the informant had not been able to identify* These 
meetings, according to Confidential Infonnant T-10, are regularly held on 
Monday afternoon at the offices of the IWO at 85th Avenue, New York City* 

Confidential Informant T-10 furnished the following information: 
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On April 23, 1946, 5TEVT? NELSON inquired of| 

of the Hungarian Brotherhood of the International Workers Order, as to 
* JOHNNYS* condition (believed to be JOHN LAUTOER) and upon being informed 
that JOHN was better, but not working, advised that they would not call on 
him for anything. On the same date, LAUTNER made an appointment to see -NELSON 
about a meeting to be held that night. 

On April 26, 1946, LATIMER made an 11:30 AM appointment to meet 
NELSON and get bis opinion on a decision they had made the previous llonday. 

On June 17, 1946, LAUTHER and NELSON decided to arrange a meeting 
with LO'Ti^^EINSTOCK of the Painters' Union. WEENSTOCK said he could not 
arrange it, but finally agreed to meet lAUTWER and NELSON around 2:30BI and on 
June 28, 1946* LAUTNSR held a conversation with NELSON in a foreign language, 
the details of which were unkncwn to the informant. 
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On July 15, 1946, NELSON advised LAIJOT3R that he was too busy to 
attend the Thursday night mqetjife o f the Hungarian Club and suggested that 



LfiJTOrSR arrange with[ 



to get another speaker* 



On August 20, 1946, LMJTNER held another conversation with NELSON 
in a foreign language, the details of which were not known to the informant. 

On November 7, 1946, IAUTN3R and NATHA!«NHOHN, of the American 
►ipifctee for Yugoslav Relief, both made appointments to meet STEVE NELSON 
.^in^the afternoon. 

On January 27, 1947, NELSON in formed an unidenti fied man (possibly 
LGF0M) that/wlnted JO HN (LAUTNER)J Han d the others who 

' ^ to meet him at 

The Individ ual, who was 




wefe there before (possibly | 

the National Headouarters Offii 



rice that afternoon. 
unknown to the informant, said that all would be there except 
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Confidential Informant T-16 advised that JOHN LAUTNER'S name appeared 
on a list of names of those from New York City, who attended the National 
Committee plenum of the CP, USA, held at the Hotel Diplomat, New York City 
on December 3, 4 and 5, I946. The plenum was attended by approximately 125 
CP officials and trade unionists. 

On March 31, 1947, Confidential Informant T-17 advised that JOHN 
LMJTNER was listed in party records as *S0, Building Trades, AIL.* It is 
believed that £0 means Section Organizer. 

The following information was furnished by Confidential Informant 
T-18 on July 24, 1947: 

A six-day training school was sponsored by the CP of New York 
County at the Jefferson School of' Social Science from July 21 to 27, 1947* 
At the fourth meeting of this session, the students were instructed on ^Strategy 
and Tactics of the Communist Party* by JOHN LMJTNER. 

The infomant described LAUTNER as follows: *He has been an organizer 
in the coal mines. He has a veiy Slavic accent but is a veiy good speaker in 
spite of this. The folloydng is one of his remarks: 'Remember to tell them 
(all recruits) that those that do the work should be the ones to receive awner^ 
ship of the raw materials and of the means of production. There are millions 
that do not understand this but fight for a trade union, higher wages, shorter 
hours, etc. These are very right for our work, nevertheless. Our main objective 
to socialism, therefore, is to line up all these factions and to unite them in 
one main force. '* 
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On July 27, 1947, the last meeting of the session was held. 
According to the informant , at this meeting, LAUOT2R stated, **The two parties 
("Democratic and Republican) are both for the capitalist. "When the workers 
pet tired of one of them the capitalists give them the other* Where we have 
Proportional Representation, it is much safer for groups such as the Communist 
Party to have a say in the government* The workers need only one party because 
they have one and only one objective ( overthrowing of capitalism), therefore, 
they only need the Communist Party, but it would be a serious mistake to tiy 
to become a third party under that name, therefore (we need) a third party of 
another front . V.OBt of the socialists under DEBBS came over to the Communist 
Party when it was formed prior to World ^r I. n 

According to the informant, a member of the audience then asked 
LMTWKR the following question, m ,Tas the first party then our party? 1 * LAUTOIBR 
answered, n Yes, that is why we cannot have the Socialist Party with us — only 
those socialists who accept the program of our party. * Continuing, LMJTMBR 
stated, **As Lenin said, the Communist Party is the advance guard. When the 
hundreds are organized, their power is multiplied ten-fold over the thousands 
unorganized. 

^Also, we must be leaders in the daily fight of the workers towards 
a socialistic form, of government. 

rr 7e must have a revolutionary period and a revolutionary theory. 
Because the capitalists are in the way, we will not give way. The more we 
have these, the faster we will gain our goal. Only the Communist Party has 
these theories and not those of collaborationists. 

*A Communist must know what is goin<? on in his district, shops, 
industries, and create struggle in them. That is the only essential difference 
from the Darby under BRDWDER. He tried to dull and reduce the fighting ability 
of the Communist Party. All of us should be on guard against that thinking 
and if found routed out. "Jith about fifty or sixty exceptions In New York 
State, all comrades must belong to basic organizations and be active ♦*' 

The informant advised that according to LAOTMER the following are 
the qualities of a good Communist Party member; 
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"1. Unquestionable loyalty, 

2. Struggle -or Socialism above all other things. 

3. Always among the masses* 

4. Never afraid of mass struggle. Tiled and tested (not like 
BW1DWJS thinking.) 

5. Not only participate in issues but also organize and foment 
these struggles # 

6. Intensive, systematic , continuous study* 

7. A great collective worker. 

3» Pay special attention to special problems. 11 

The following information was furnished by Confidential Infomant 



T-13: 



3 meeting of August 23, 1947,/a??,pnriftri hv LLUTO-R as temporaiy 
»anizer of the Chelsea Section. bpoke of JQM LAUTItfSf 



^he subject attended meetings of the Chelsea Club of the Comnunist 
Party on the follovring dates: 

August 23, 1947. 

September 9, 19, 22, 26, 30, 1947. 

October 3, 13, 1947. 

November 17, 1947. 

The 
fun-time organizer of the Chelsea' Scction. 1 m I sooke of JQM LAUTNER 

as being a party member for a good many years, nvho was sent by the county to 
null the Chelsea Club out of the red. 

According to the informant, on September 19, 1947, LAUTOR led the 
first of a three-session seminar held at the Chelsea Club. 

L* T JT*r"R stated, *In this first session, we rcill take up DriETPOPF'S 
report of the 74th Congress; the Herman and Italian Communists and the Communists 
in other countries as Tirell as the Communist youth have displayed prodigies of 
valor. They have made and are making daily tremendous sacrifices. Je all 
bow our heads in honor of such heroism and sacrifice, but 
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v ±s not enough* Heroism must be combined rith day-to-day irork among the 
masses. In our struggle against fascist dictatorship, it is particularly 
dangerous to confuse the TriLsh with the fact. Vfe must base ourselves on 
the facts, on the actual, concrete situation. *Ie can lead the masses to a 
decisive strangle for the overthrow of fascist dictatorship only by getting 
the workers -who have been forced into fascist organizations or who have joined 
them through ignorance •"* 

The second session of the three-session seminar iras held at the 
Chelsea Club on September 26, 1947 and MITOIM also instructed. IAUTOER 
stated, "?re rill take up ^n<IT305T ! S 'United ?ront and the Youth 1 . In speaking 
of the youth we must state plainly we have neglected our tasks of throwing 
the masses of the toiling youth into- the struggle against the offensive of 
capital, against fascism and the danger of war. '7e have neglected these tasks 
in a number of countries. ,7e have overestimated the enonnous importance of 
the youth in the fight against fascism* le have not always taken count of 
the specific economic, political and cultural interests of the youth. Tfe have 
not paid proper attention to revolutionary education of the youth .* 

w 0ur youth here in the section has dropped below par. The same 
goes for the youth of the county. We have been negligent in helping the 
youth rith their programs. The youth branch in our section needs the help 
of adult comrades. We should make it a point to help them with their street 
meetings and leaflet distributions* fl 

LATJTN7P. then reminded the members of the importance of the coming 
elections and advised there would be a special Sunday Mobilization Day at 
the section on October 5, 1947, before registration opened. 

At the section membership meeting of the Chelsea Club on September 
30, 1947, JOM IAUTNER was the principal speaker. He discussed detailed 
plans for the activity of club members in the coming elections, the poor 
registration for the special party classes then beiner held at the Jefferson 
School, the poor state of the club finances, and the plans for the BBS^JiLVIS 
dinner to be held at the Irving Plaza, 15 Irving Place, on October 17, 1947 • 

The concluding session of the seminar on the Strategy and Tactics 
of the United Front tos held at the Chelsea Club on October 3> 1947. The 
subject -was the instructor. Ee stated the session "with quotes from ^The 
Communist ^anifesto^. LAUTNER then stated as follows: 
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•In what relation do the Communists stand to the Proletarians 
as a whole? The Communists do not fona a separate party opposed to other 
working class parties ♦ They have no interests separate and apart from 
those of the Proletarians as a whole. They do not set up any sectarian 
principles of their own by which to shape and mold the proletarian movement* 
The Comr.unists are distinguished from the other working class parties by 
this only: 

*1. In the national struggle of the Proletarians of the different 
countries they point out and bring to the front the common interest of the 
entire proletariat indemnity of all nationality. 

2. In the various stages of development which the struggle of 
the working class against the bourgeoise has to pass through they always 
and everywhere represent the interests of the movement as a whole. The 
Communists therefore are on the one hand practically the most advanced and 
resolute section of the working class parties of every country, that section 
which pushes forward, all others. 

On the other hand, theoretically, they have over the great 
mass of the proletariat, the advantage at clearly understanding the line 
of movement. The immediate aim of the Communists is the same as that of 
all other proletarian parties. Formation of the proletariat into a class, 
overthrow of bourgeois supremacy, conquest of political power by the 
proletariat. The theoretical conclusions of the Communists are in no way 
based on ideas or principles that have been invented or discovered by this 
or that would be universal reformer. They merely express in general terms 
actual relations springing from an existing class struggle from a historical 
movement going on under our very eyes. The abolition of existing property 
relations is not at all a distinctive feature of Communism.* 

Present at the November 17. lQ/,7 meeting of the Chelsea Club were 

I and three other people unknown 



to the informant. 



Tfe must 



stated, *We must take security measures from now on. 
japt leave any papers with names and addresses laying around. ** 

I then advised that the section would have a meeting soon in order to 

obtain new leadership. He advised that, ^JOHH IADTMER is no longer with us. 
He was 'loaned 1 to us by the county .* 
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Confidential Informant T-19 adviSed on December 6, 1947 that 
GEORGE BLSJSS^SRASSEI of the New York County Communist Party Headquarters 
sent the following telegram to several people on September 16, 1947: 

"ESSENTIAL ALL CLUB IjpETINGS TONIGHT AND KWORED1T BE 
COVERED TEETH TICKETS |P9R THE GARDEN MEETING. * 

Among those receiving the* telegram was JOfiH IAUTOER, c/o Chelsea, 
269 West 25th Street, New York City. 

On October 21, 1947, Confidential Informant T-17 advised that the 
subject 'sr name appeared on a list of Ck^inity Sections of the New York 
County CP showing individuals to be cal|gd in each section # Opposite 
LAUWER'S name appeared *S.O. County*, xt is believed that S.O. represents 
Section Organiser. 

I Jl °n February 2, 1948, Confidential Informant T-17 advised that 
GEOtearWAKE, County Executive Secretary, CP, New York Cpntv. "had hftfin ^_ 



t 



advised by an ^divid ual, unknot to the informant, that_ 

| had submitted charges against him, and that| 

I and JOHN L MJTNSR were assigned to investigate. The nature of 

the charges against [ | was not known* 

February 20, 1948, Confidential Inf ormant T-20 advised that 
ISADOR^EGUN, chairman of.tbfi Rrnnv fmmt? CP. had received a letter dated 

February 12, I94B f rom | |to remind him 

that as chairman of the Preliminary Committee set up in preparation for the 
State Committee meeting, he is to meet with the Committee to bring forward 
proposals on the *Daily Tforker* to be submitted to the State Committee. 
Members of the Preliminary Comnd|^ee are: 

JOHN UMflfER 
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On April 23, 1943, Confidential Informant T-21 advised that the 
subject still resides at 212 Ifest 22nd Street, New York City. 



t. 
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On May 13, 1948, Confidential Informant T-10 advised that an 
•unidentified woman told the subject on that date that he should go to 
Dr. BAESKI on Tuesday at 3:00 FK and that it would cost him &25.00 for 
nine days* According to the infknaant, the subject was contemplating a gall- 
stone operatic^* The Dr. BAHSKY ift&ptioned above is probably identical with 
Dr* ETWABD S^ABSKt/ who is national chairman of the Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Coimtfxttee, which is located at 192 Lexington Avenue, New York City* 

On May 28, 19$, Confidential Informant T-17 advised that the sub- 
ject is an employee of the New York State Communist Party and that his net 
pay for the week ending May 22, I94S amounted to $52«50« 

The following background data on the subject, which was taken from 
information contained in his Araiy Service Becord, on file at the DPHB, 
World War II Unit, AGO, ^t. Louis, Missouri, was furnished this office by 
the St. Louis Office via the Bureau and Pittsburgh Office. 
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&ame and Service No. 
Address at time of Discharge 
Address at time of Induction 
Inducted through LB #19 at 
Date and Place of Birth 
Social Security No. 
Civilian Occupation 

Military Occupation 
Foreign Service 
Battles and Campaigns 
Date and Place of Discharge 
Highest Rank held 



JOHN LKJWER, ASH 32622865 

212 W... 22nd St., New York, New Yoric 

same as above 

New York, New York on 11/16/42 

l/l/02, Polanok Seclo, Czechoslovakia 

072-13-7594 

Executive Secretary for insurance 

organization 

Translator 

2 years, 10 days 

N aples - Foggia 

6/20/45> Ft. Dix, New Jersey 

Technician Fourth Grade 



A check was made of the files o f the Credit Bureau of Grea ter 
New York for the names of the^sub^ct and I 1 but no 

record was found. The.OTlTi.^TfTW^hlfltftd in the CunrffiV f%T* 19^B) Manhattai 



Telephone Directoiy is 
Street, telephone WA 9-5243. 

The .reftnrrte nf +.h* P.n* 

checked by SE 



212 West 22nd 



as an American Laborite. 
his residence 
Workers Orderi 



3 

21 



of Elections for New York County were 
who ^ound that in 1942 the subject registered 




His registration record indicated he had furnished 
st 22nd Street, and his employment as International 
s. The.'--tecord indicated that the subject had been 
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two years in the state, two years in the county, one year in the Election 
District at that time and that he had last registered in 1938 while living 
on Roardman Poad, Youngstcra, Ohio, 



5To registration was found for subject 



for the years 



1943-19^6. In 1947* the subject again registered as an American Laboiite | | 



^he Section Board records indicated that the subject T/as naturalized 
in July, 1926 in the Court of Common Pleas, at Youngstosm, Ohio. The writer 
also checked the current registration records at PS #11, 314 » r est 21st Street, 
-which covered the address of the subject, but no additional information was 
noted. Neither the subject nor | ""[furnished any information as to his 



occupation. 



Under suitable pretext the writer called the offices of the 
International "Workers Order, 80 Fifth Avenue, and the young lady who answered 
the call was able to advise, after making inquiries, that the subject had not 
been employed by the ITO for about two years. 

Confidential Informant T-22 advised that the subject is a member 
of the New York State Fevievr Commission of the Communist Party, 5th Floor, 
35 3ast 12th Street, New York City. Part of his present duties consist of 
investigating charges against party members. 

The following description of the subject was obtained from his 
Army Service record, the •Fraternal Outlook 1 *, the files of Local Draft Board 
#19, Hew York City, the records of the Board of Elections for Sew York County 
and Confidential Infoimant T-22: 



Fame 

Race 

Birth 

Height 

TFeigbt 

^res 

%ir 

Citizenshio 



h 



"V 1 



JOHN LATIMER, wa., John Lo ttner 

Tfliite 

Januaiy 1, 1902, Polanok, Seclo, Czechoslovakia 

153 lbs. 

Brown 

Brown 

United States; entered U.S. in 1903 at the age 

of one,* naturalized in July, 1926, Court of Common 

Pleas, Youngsto^m, Ohio 
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Amy Serial Wo. 32622865 

Social Security No. 072-13-7594 

Employment Member of New York State Review Commission, 

Communist Party, 5th Floor, 35 East 12th 

Street, New York City 
Residence Apartment 4P # 212 West 22nd Street, N.Y.C. 
Telephone ¥A 9 -5243 
Relatives Wife,|_ 



, same address 

Mother, MART WJWW, Tilson Avenue, 



Sister, 



Youngstovrcu Ohio 
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^he Confidential- Inforaants mentioned in the report of SA 
at New Xork, dated November 18, 1948* are as follows: 

lof the Huntington Office. 

I "b f the Indianapolis Office* 

Tashington, D.C. 
Represents the surveillance of STEV'^; NELS01C by agents 
of this office. 
Trash cov er on 180 Headquarters, SO Fifth Avenue, NYC. 
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An infoiroant kno-ro to agents of t his office. I I 
I | to the office of 

BELtA V. OCtS, 100 West 42nd Street, Sew York City, 



A surveillance conducted by agents of this office on 

STE7E HELTON. 

A summary of information furnished by MM - 169, MT * 25 and 

NTT - 26. 



b7D 



NTT - 25 



] 



Infomants whose symbol numbers are kno^m to the Bureau were given 
temporary symbols in order to further protect their identity. 
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DECLASSIFIED BY 60309 AUG TAM/MLI/CLS 
ON 10-20-2005 



December 9> 1948 




Special Agent in Charge 
Saw Xork, Mm Xork 

Dear Sir: 



BE: SECURITY MATTER 



Please toe advised that a security index card has "been prepared at 
the Bureau, captioned as follows: 



LAOTN3R, JQRI 
Alias t John Lottnar 



WAT0HAUZKD 



Rflii Apartaant 4P # 212 West 22nd Straet, 
ffe* lork City 

Bus* c/o CQHunltt Party, Wetr lork Stat*. 
5th Floor, 35 Bast 12th Street. 
ITew Tork city 



0QIBRIBIST 



The atoove caption should toe checked immediately for accuracy against 
the information contained in your files, and the Bureau should toe informed of 
any discrepancies. You will prepare without delay a 5" x 8" white card cap- 
tioned as above and reflecting your investigative case file numtoer for filing 
in your Confidential Security Index Card File, In the event the atoove caption 
is not correct, the card you prepare should toe correctly captioned, and the 
Bureau should toe informed of the correct caption. 



kept 
made 



The caption of the ca,rd prepared and filed in your Office must toe 
current at all times and the Bureau immediately advised of any changes 
therein in that connection. 
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; Mr. Clegg 




31ffl%BLO ')0$V 



>*s&**$s&*» 



, tl Very truly yours, 

t i 



V 



3 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Tow fU* to, 100*14516 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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TAH/MLT/CLS 



Iwp of SpMial A£*rc 
Gitgr, Sew lork, dated ll<»tt-& 



(Hwcmntwxi), In Me 



In tfcnr of tin «xtwiii* effort! on tin prt *f t*f Hfejwt 
ob b^ftlf of tfei ComaW Party, it ie «|g««t#d that 7«i 
designating tl&i sublet M a k»y fipw # 



jai^ 1 '^"' 



//#. 






> 



"A"" : ' ".:■*■ 









■1 **i^ iii-rs- j*a&tffr^k,y ■- -j ■- .r* : ■. - ■> ■> 



|ifliiiaHMa|jHHM|| 




". - 



STANDARD FORM NO. 64 






^i — — 



• ... t 



• UNITED Sflflf GOVERNMENT 



TO : 


Director, FBI 


FROM : 


JVlSAC, New York 


SUBJECT: 


Si - 

7 JOHN IAUTNER, wa. 




INTEfflAL SECURITY - C 




(Bureau File 100-16177) 



DATE: 



March 30, 1949 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 10-2 0-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 
TAM/MLT/CLS 



In view of the extensive activities on the part of this subject 
in behalf of the Communist Party, he is being considered a Key Figure in 
this office. 

A current report reflecting his recent activities will be submitted 
to reach the Bureau not later than April 18, 1949 • 
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■ ... . "DATE 10-26-2005 BY 60309 AUG 
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Form No. 1 

■WriS CA?jEJ>RI<5INATED AT jjjj^ yQ g£ 



PfFiLE no. 100-16516 ADV 



REPORT MADE AT 

HEW YOKE 



DATE WHEN MADE 

6/7/49 



PERIOD FOR 



47^,^26;5/].8/4S 



REeO^T^MADEBY 



bed 

WMtumtiSfct, was. 



CHARACTER O^ CASE 

imm& SECURITY - 



-"^f 



y 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

b6 '.; : 
b7C " : - ' 



Subject ild wife continue residence at 212 West 
22nd Street, NYC, 'and subject efcqgloyed as member 
of the^Jtate Hetiew Comissioa of the CP, 35 
East l^Jtreet, 'JfYC* Duties insist of investigating 
charge^*^|ptirist Part/ members. He has recently 
t bself connec ted wi^hi^ imrestigation of I 
J [ m changes of anti-Party activity, a^^bject 

sfid wife active in- Vest Virginia 1 froB Jan. 14, 1949 
to Jan. 28, 194$&i^ganizing and building up the 
Parly, according,*^ informant. 



> 



s; 



EEEEREIffCE: 



Bureau fi|| 
Report of 



xV. 





(A), 11/18/48 v Ndw York 



DETAILS: 

of this^^se is being marked changed to 
add the subjects alias, JQH^S^AnG ^iTl^H, Mich namg was Obtained through 
information supplied by -Pittsburgh 



On February 28, 1948, Confidential Informant T-l 
advised that the subject is ajaember -.of the Preliminary Committee setup in 
prep aration for the Hew YorM&ftffe Co nvent ion. He served on this commission. 

with 



On September 14, 1948, Confidential Informant T-2 
advised that the subject who resided at 212 West 22&A Street, Apartment 4P, 
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APPROVED AND, 
FORWARDED: 
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iiA&ENT 
IN CHARGE 
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copras DEmnYW/jjfrjfr i^y 

^ COPIES OF THIS R^POR-f ''j^/A "^ 




6/ Bureau 

1 Col . #ILLIAK MAYES, ; £SC , ■ 0- , , . _ . , _ 

1 Cap*.' D.. a.-HAMBSHOER, M<^M k ^ ; ^,'v ';, 

71 tf^ttl^* 









3 New York 
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RECORDED..-. 121 
SNDEXPD - 121 



* 



ITT 100-165lf 

lew York City, was corresponding with. the Hungarian Glial?, 809 Westchester 
Avenue, Bronx, Hew York* 



confer 3 nee bet ween! 
Organiser, an&|[ 



A 



On ft^t «,aW an 194A. Confidential Ix^orman t T-3 advised of a 

| W est Midtown Section 
J At that time, | "[ was advised that the 



Party was Invest iw ting 'charges aga inst her and that she should quietly drop 



out of the Party. 



When 






equested more information concerning 



b6 
b7C| 



th e charg es and stated that she intended to fight -the seme, she was advised 



•o-ae ca arg. 
^1 k< 



o free^JTiffi 



Commission. 



was a 



whom she said was a member of the State Security 
advised thrt the actual charges against her would 



not he revealed nor. would she he given a trial. 

On Jan uary 6, 1949 , Confi dential Informant JErS advised that on 



October 24, 1948, 
identified Iqy the 



FOffif TATMT RR and! 



miormans as an old friend of 



He* 

by 



1 who was 



York State Hey lew Coiiimission, had a, discussion concerning a letter written 



b6 
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t dealing with the anti^Party charges made against heri 

stated thet she would get faster action if the letter written hy 
were directed to the Sest Kidtown Section Committee with copies to Coun 
Committee and the. State .Review Commission. The informant stated that [_ 
delivered the above discussed letter on October 13, 1948* 



tv 



September 23, 1948, 



Oh Januar y 7, 1949 fi^afidential Informant 3H 5 advised that on 



concerning the above mentio ned anti-Party char ges made against [ 



hacLa discussion 



According to the informant J 



] about the actions of I ~ 
two charges being made ~agax 



/ 



_ in their two charges being made Ugalnst 

j t&at sne is a security risk to the Communist Party and that these 
people have refused her a fair trial and have refused to bring or name 
witnesses or proof of this ch arge against her and have refused to further 
discuss the matter, 
rotten bureaucratic 



became angry and said •It's an example of the 
leadership of our Party ," and she further said it makes 
her sick to think that she may go to jail for such characters as the national 



leaders. According to the informant] [was subpoenaed to appear before 

the Federal Gr.^nd Jur y that mont h "aria re fused to answer any questions. The 



informant stated that | | told 



"rats in the Party that should have been expelled long ago, but instead have 
become leaders in the Party. M [ 

-'• — -- ■- - — ■- 1 



"| also said th£t since no one ii* 
frnoyg pf her FBT aM Sacaad tTmrv imrflfitriprttiona flyomtJ 



that she personally knows many 

eac 
the Party 



^has been advised 



be .i 
b7C 
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#fc 



in loo-resig 

to see JOHB '•■■'0JFSM of the State Security Commission and report fully on her, 
EBI and teand-Jary encounter* the informaht ^tated that th is advice was 
g&#n by | [ nd who would... ; ^ : -. 

be^i^imanded severely by %he Pexty if she failed %o disclose to the Secpfity 
Oommis &ion any ge rtl qsaJL fact R earing bnVthe internal, security of the Cossmunist 



Party. 



told 



that vhep she discussed her own pr$hleta 
]and 



±LL 



threaten to make a 

5r she he-given her 



with liiKDiiSR 'she would also discuss 

H big stink" unless the charges ^#- dropped against 
constitutional right of the J^itt- 

.On January 24, 1949, Confidential Informant T-3 seated that 

|on October 24,.. 1948 had visited JGSv ; LAUE\ r Efi» 35 East 12th .; \ " 

Street. Bey ? York City to discuss the charge^ which had "been made against- her. 

was present' at the interviews V. A discussion ensued as to why 
lad "been dropped as Br anaf Organizer after serving the fart y for 



seven ysrrs, LiJJuilSE 



stated -tfr fctl-yar charges and complainant would he 

would he considered a full member until the 



kept secret and that 

committee proves the conduct detrimental to Party membership. 




On Jan psrv 10 
JQ^H^MSf^m and 
in an attempt to 



1949/ Cnnf 



denial Informant T-4 advised thai 



h&& been scheduled to go to West ^Virginia 
ouxia up zae uommunist Party District 22. 



On January 14, 1949, the informant stated fihsl _MBMEB*£b± «^^ 



from i^ftyy Trtfir in West Virginia and was staying with 

thfi pnmrmrrnflt Party District 23^ The inforuiint added tha.t 



jriao 



was 



U01IMM ana 

up the Party in that area 



were in Fairmont, p&t Virginia in an attempt to" build 



b6 
b7C"| 



b6 
b7C| 



■b6 : " 
'b7C| 



On January 28, 1949, this informant further advised that LiUSIfflR spent 
consider able tixae in Pairmont afcd that he le&rned there that the people do 
and will not register ih the Communist Party so long as 
in control of that district. The informant stated that on 



not like 



January 28, 1949 I&U2&ER returned to Kew York City- 



It should be noted that the 
reported to this office by various info i #mants as 
Furthe r efforts in ths futiure will be, directed to iaen siiymg sne[ 



1 name has been .i**** ^*** 



The following informants we^ e contacted. hb.% 



specific information concer ning the 



were unable to furnish 
Confidential Informants 



The records of the Credit Bureau of Greater. lew York were checked 
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t^^.i, 



concerning t3ae su^ect and 



with negative results. 






-o*oeared 



.*>'* 



Confident^ Informant 1-6. stated that" JpffiJ LAUTHIffi^^ame 
on the attendance ?££$$& "of a general executive, "board meeting of the 
International Worke^Order held on June 27, 1942"«f Bwlork City^and tioat 
Mr, and Mr v s- JCM-*CkjTIJ3R attended a testimonial ben^et given in nonor ot 
irflilAmifi]^ by the g^ral executive board of the i^er national Workers 
0rlSror3uLy .3, 1941.^ It is beUeved bj^the inf ormiaV that WJSPR_is 
identical with . mvf|^ p &^ aember e^loyed 

"by the Hew Century ^hlishing Company o%|ew York.) ■ «. -^ " ~ 

Confidential Informant 3J-6, a Source of nell established reliability 
stated that the subject as JOM. MOTHm aU^ 

for presidential election on the Columnist 'Pfi^fef' ticket on a petition 
submitted to the public in Weet Virginia for ittfevember, 1940 election. 
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■^■.fstM 



KY- 1QQ-I65$6y 



LEADS, 



*mr-\ 



^yaw'-Yogk, ffe^ York 



Will ascertain 



■#*^ 



first nsffle.aaa furnls% ife^ :ill 



interested offices in the next regular report on the subject .*s aclijltias 

tfiir report further evidences of the subject's Communist Party 
affiliations. 
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3?he Confidential Informants mentioned in the report of M®|g J. 
CLA^^ dated June. 7, 1949; at Sew York, flew York, are: ■ %T- .. 



1-2 
1-3 
.1-4 

1-5 

35-6 
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'£' Records of Oil f ttrnishe* ;to SA 
'% J. J. K0'33TO*/:2l/« ■■:;>' 

Hepbrds of 8-2 furnished "to ^e 

". Jfew Tork Off fee. '-■■'-'. 
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)lttti?2k §f atsa t&vptxttmznt of Strife? 
ifcforal bureau of fcturaifgaium 

Hew York 7. New York 






DECLASSIFIED BY 60309 AUG TAM/MLT/CLS3C 
ON 10-2 0-2 05 

July 1, 1949 




Director. 1BI 



Dear Sir: 



HE; DBI00H "1 <■ 

ISSBHKAL SEOJRIIX - / 

svBxnuamm, was. 

INOflBBAL S8U0I9K - 



#^■7 



For your information the above captioned individual 
on whom a Security Index card has been prepared by this office has 
been designated for priority attention in the event of an emergency 
necessitating apprehension of persons listed in the Security Index 
inasmuch as he is considered a key figure in this office. 



subject. 



It is suggested that the Bureau also tab its card on the 



< f 



s 



oc: HY 100-16516 



Very truly yours, 



EDWABD SCH33IDS, ^fW' 

SAO V' 
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100-90409 



/ 






;.:..yj 



* 



MtlCTOa, FBI 

sac, rtns»mm 



K£lJJF0MftTl0SCO»WISSD 
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CO HHKISf PaSTT. B3A - BHHJ 1 
XIIIRkAL SJOTOITT - C 
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** ■*£$«* taietypeo W 

»*ief t ISC. JOMTUCTEia^ was, # 
af'uftiloh are oata* aef oats 



ttohaffj 
ttner^ 



7fZ2fm* aatitl^d *OHSA t 

* pertinent conteate 






*I**OTKM potea t Ul 4af ease witness vm <HP" candidate for 
presideatial elector. *est Tirfiiitifc *^ petition subaittad 

to place CF on b&llet* Sabalt laaedi^tely ta *ew Tork Of f ie c phetostatia 
copy of this wftt»to«* Also forward oeriiflod photostatic copy r^i*N*ti« 
reco*d t Kotor Vehicle 1**^«»ra*ioa l&resai* whieh Indicated ^ r#4 

1937 CtMrtrroi«| «odan t Motor l|* lt-1185316, li l«it ttr^ fOf 1941.* 



la subse^nent *ew Tork teletype, s**e d*te, **e EantiMisa 



I l« 



attpfcr 
of 



to Bareau, May 2 t 1941 pertaining to inforaatiea famished by, 

toatta^tott Of fic % , rol»t state* inf ortfc»t furatoh^d prwt rtleag. of the 
latioaal Coaaittee, 6** jm. dated Jaly 7, 1«* # se*<t to 'Charleston Gmsatts,' 
Ohartoatoa. ****** **§** li#te* lAWiMft a* »%^a ^^tw^ t «F oFWoat 
Virginia* Plttsbnrah is rs^&ested to furnish ftO a eertif led photostatic 
ocpy of this $?Ma raleasa** 

Forwarded herewith for the low Tork Office if a ©art If led photo* 
static Oopy of a petition to place the OP on the ballot for the presidential 
election M Wast I faainla f or 194Q and eontalnin* the n^e JOHS iaBpbeh, 

| of the *tata -*H$*ft *is*ipia/ aertif ted the 
puowatM to a* a trae aad correct co§fi *Iao biiaj^foa^rrte/i t* the We« T^y 



flffV*f ; -«fri tt^f^lawtae pho to e tat^ eopies eertif led by| 



Bepartaen t of itbto# "^ielee of West TtrgiaTST 
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1. Jt^aiftcate of f itle of a Hator *aM4a* -.iottted to 

| | 4/20/39 

3. Aflaigi»eat of Title to JOB* UmKM* issned */37/39 

3. Application far a «arti*lss**e af title by J«tt LAOTIlit, 5/2/39 

4. ifil«Micfti of Certificate of *i tie by JtJBi l*ffiM», 1/28/41 

If forte to loaa te a yraae re-leaaa aa set oat In referen ced Mew Tork 

1 the *Charlee~ 



EC 

o 



tele typo i*e*e aaavalllaa» [" 

tea Gazette** Char lee ton, *Y ▼*• f stated that presa releaaa copies &re kept 
on file for only a few weeks and then destroyed* Miorofiia aoples of the 
*fiaaatta» were reYle^ed for the period July 6 through An^nst 7, 193S f and 



cc: Saw Totkimmaftimti - amsb) 

1008527 j - 
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nothtog ? e?ttaent ire* noted concerning itfffltea'W the «J.: -4**;;*?"** 
of the Charleston Daily Kail* were. reviewed stth fc<3gati?e ..r W*V ■ ; 
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form No. 3 



TH(S CASE ORIGINATED AT {f9f YORK 






HI F«p>to. 100-16516 MJS 



REPORT MADE AT: 



NEST YORK 



DATE WHEN MADE: 



m 4 8 1949' 



John \Lottner, 
Johig'Iiaugfctner 




REPORT MADE BY: 



.^| PaiAH B, CL ARK, 



CHARACTER OF CASE: 

INTERNAL SECURITJ - 



V 



/ 



SUMMARY Rl 



'•m 



/ 



P* "''* 



JOHN IAUTNER is a member of the New Y$rk State Review CapriJi$^fa 
of the Communist Party and was fo^fety an instructor at the, jfe^erg ^ f ffl ^ 
School of Social Science. He was tip January 1, S?©2 at Polan^&llb, 
Czechoslovak. He entered the United States in 1903 and was nasalized 
at Youngstown. Ohio in July, 1926, He resides at 212 West 22nd Street with 



/ 



/' 



ibmissibie wj$&<s&- 



Selective Service Local Board 19, 25§* Eighth Avenue, Hew York City 

The files of the Selective Se^flce Office indicated that the 
subject, as JOHN IAUTHER,' was inducted Nipftber 9, 1942 at the United States 
Army Induction Station, Grand Central Palace, New York City, aid was sent to 
Fort BLx, New Jersey. His occupation was listed on September 15, 1942, as 
^Secretary of Fraternal Sick and Beath Benefit Organization known as the 
International Workers Order, 80 Fij^h Avenue, New Yoik City. 11 His salary 
was $42.00 a week and he had been employed on that job doe year* His home 
address at this time was 212 West 22nd Street, His Social Security number, 
was 072~lg'*7594.* I ' 

in Jersey City, New Jersey, September 5, lf#t 
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DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 



APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 



Special agent 

IN CHAR6E 



COPIES 1#0KH1S REPOJU; -FllRNISHED, 
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t RECORDED AND INDEXED: 

r 7 **"^ RiikrAii Ae iMA/(?exi«ATir»M CHECKED OFF: 
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CHECKED OFF: 



INDEXED '-10 



NY 100-16516 



JuAUTNER was born January 1, 19Q2 at Polanok, Czclo, Czechoslovakia* 
He is a United States citizen and His mother is MARY UBTNER who lives at 
Youngstown, Ohio* 



Amy Service Record, World War II Unity AGO, St. Louis Missouri, 



The subject's Army record, photostatic copfe s of which are 
maintained in this office, reflects the following information: 



Name and Service No, 

Address: 

Induction: 



Born: 

Social Security number; 
Civilian Occupation: 

Military Occupation: 
Foreign Service: 
Campaigns : 
Discharge: 
Highest Rank held: 



JOHN IAUTNER, ASN 32622865 

212 West 22nd Street, New York, 

Through local Board 19 at 

New York, New York, 

November 16, 1942, 

January 1, 1902, Polanok, Seclo, 

Czechoslovakia . 

072-13^7594. 

Executive Secretary for insurance 

organisation. 

Translator. 

2 years, 10 days. 

Naples and Foggia 

June 20, 1945, Fort Dix, New Jersey. 

Technician Fourth Grade. 



i^^ 



Board of Elections, New York County, New York . 



The records of this board indicate that in 1942 the subject 
registered for the American Labor Party. At this time he was employed by 
the International Workers Order, 80 Fifth Avenue, New York. These records 
indicate that he had resided two years in New York State, two years in New 
York County and one year in the election district at that time and that he 
had last registered in 1938 while living on Boardman Road, Youngstown, Ohio* 

In 1947, the subject again registered as an American Laborite 
and stated he resided at the same address. 
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NY 100-16516 



These records indicated that the subject was naturalised 
in July, 1926 in the Court of Common Pleas, Youngstown, Ohio* 



Naturalization Becords, Youngstown, Ohio< 



The records of the Court of Common Plea s, Youngstown, Ohio, 
as furnished to this office by | I Clerk of the Courts, 



indicate that the subject, as JOHN MUTNER, JR., on February 16, 1923, 
filed a Declaration of Intention number 10960. Petition for naturalization 
was issued May 27, 1926, number 6752. Certificate number of naturalization, 
2261454. 



b6 
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The information appearing on petition number 6752, is as follows: 

Name: JOHN LAIJfNER, JR« 
Address: 464 lest Ravenwood Avenue, 

Youngstown, Ohio. 
Occupation r Bricklayer 

Born: January 1, 1902 at Polanok, Hungary 
Emigrated from Rotterdam, Holland on July 2, 1920. 
Arrived: New York, New York, July 14, 1920. 
Certificate 

of Arrival number: 96509 ♦ 
Under name of: JOHN LAUTNEH, JR. 
Witnesses to 

Citizenship . d- 

Declaration: 



Younffstcwft, qfaio 



Sam^V&dress. 
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The relationship of these two individuals to the subjs ct was 
not indicated. 



Confidential Informant T-l 



This informant, of known reliability, made available to the New 
York Office, a photostatic copy of excerpts of a report given by the subject 
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on work among the Hungarians to the Nationality Groups Commission on 
February 4, 1946* Pertinent parts of toe above report are reported below* 

During the first portion of this report, LAUTNER sets out 
the background of the Hungarian community in the United States and stated 
that in 1940, there were 662,068 people of Hungarian origin in the United 
States* He stated that half of the Hungarians are within a one-half mile 
radius of New York City, 

The fraternal organizations to which these Hungarians belong, 
are broken into five main groups with various smaller organizations in 
some localities* According to I^UTNgR, the most reactionary of these groups 
was known as the American-Hungarian ^federation, while tne more liberal groups 
were the International Workers Orier and the Rakocozy, 

WHe criticized the Ameri can-Hungarian Federation for not supporting 
ungarian new democracy*. He stated that the Federation consistently 
attacked the Bed Amy in Hungary and spread the most unbelievable lies 
against the Soviet Union and its role in Hungary • 

LAUTNER then proceeded to discuss the election results of the 
recent Hungarian election ♦ He stated that the results of the election were 
really not a setback to the Communist Party as most people believe but that 
they shewed a definite trend towards popularity on the part of the Communist 
Party* 

LAUTNER discussed the American-Hungarian Relief Program and stated 
that at the present time, this program was under the domination of reformist 
ministers and reactionary leadership. He further stated that the Catholic 
priests have their own relief activities which is being used as a political 
weapon against democratic Hungary. 

LAUTNER then proceeded to discuss the various newspapers in the 
United States which are in the Hungarian language or deal mainly with 
Hungarian problems* He discussed briefly thelAmerican-Hungarian Democratic 
Council which he stated, *is composed of promfl|ient Hungarian individuals 
who are well known for their qppcrition to the Horthy Regime Tfcich served 
to check and counteract the American-Hungarian Federation. tt 

He then discussed the building of the Party and getting recruits 
for the Communist Party among the Hungarian group. He stated in June, 1939, 
there were about 600 Hungarian members of the Communist Party in the United 
States but who were generally active in work among the Hungarians . At about 
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this time, he stated 400 of these Comrades were drooped from the ranks 
for non-qualification. He stated/ "Recently we tried in Chicago and New 
York (to build the Party). In Chicago we found forty-eight Hungarian Party 
members on the basis of last year's registration* What is interesting is 
that out of the forty-eight, only twelve were found active in Hungarian 
work. The rest were doing general Party work. Some of the Comrades made 
valuable contributions in the general work of the Party. * 

He concluded the report by stating, "The national leadership 
must immediately carry on an energetic campaign of recuriting especially 
in cities like Cleveland , Detroit, Chicago, Bridgeport and Trenton where 
large numbers of Hungarian workers participated in the strikes and where 
meetings were called and finally aid given to the strikers. At the same 
time, steps shall be taken to assign Comrades to conduct seminars in these 
cities with Party members and distribute the large number of classical 
literature in the Hungarian language, that is available* We urge the Party 
committees to give aid and guides, especially in the large Hungarian 
communities, to this National group by setting up Party groups or branches 
that will concentrate on Party work in these communities* This will be a 
real step in developing new cadres and leaders, the lack of whom are at 
present one of the sore spots in our work." 



Confidential Informant T-2 



This informant, of known reliability, also furnished a copy 
of the above material to the agents of the Washington Field Office. 



The "Daily Worker" 
January 30, 1946 



On page 6 of this paper in the column "Letters from our Readers ", 
the subject contributed a letter which was quoted under the caption, "Sees 
Hopeful Picture in Hungary \ IAUTNEE'S letter is quoted in part as follows t 

"JOSEPH STAROBIN'S article «Kr # BYTES' Trip to Moscow*, leaves 
the impression that the elections in Hungary were a major defeat for the 
democratic forces as in Austria. I believe he is wrong for the following 
reasons: After 25 long years of reaction and fascism in Hungary, itiere 
Communists were jailed and hanged, where the Communist Party was outlawed, 
they elected 71 deputies to the Hungarian Parliament in this election... Of 
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course reaction is not dead in Hungary. Remnants remain* Strong forces 
outside the country e&danger the growing new democracy, but I think it was 
a mistake to lump Hungary together with Austria as exasples of the defeat 
of progress as this article said. n 



Confidential Informant T-3 



This informant, of known reliability, advised that about 
January, 1940, he met JOHN IAUTNEP at a social gathering in West Virginia 
and LAUTNER told him there were 235 dues paying members of the Communist 
Party in West Virginia and that he, L AUTNER, was the only paid organizer 
assigned to the State of West Virginia* His pay was 110.00 weekly which 
was furnished to him from New l&rk City. 



Confidential Informant T-4 



This informant, of known reliability, furnished information 
to the Pittsburgh Office that a press release had been sent by the National 
Committee of the Communist Party, USA on July 7, 1938 to the Charleston 
Gazette of Charleston, West Virginia, This release was in a form of a 
memo to the city editors and advised that request for specific information 
concerning the Communist Party in specific locations should be addressed to 
the various State Headquarters of the Communist Party. It included among 
State Secretaries, JOHN LAUTNER, Box 92, Charleston, West Virginia, State 
Secretary of the Communist Party of West Virginia. 



Confidential Informant T-5 



This informant, of known reliability, can testify that the 
subject was District Organizer of the Communist Party for West Virginia 
prior to January 17, 1941. 



Confidential Informant T-6 



This informant, of known reliability, furnished inf ozonation to 
the Indianapolis Office that JOHN LiUTNER was one of three men appointed 
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to replace HERBERtIbENJAMIN, National Executive Secretary of the International 
Workers Order on Jfcly 18, 1942. ufaen BENJAMIN resigned to take a job with 



the Communist Party* 



V 



Confidential Informant^ 1^9 

This informant, of known reliability, stated that the|lr^mational 
Workers Order has consiste ntly followed t he Commnis^ Party line. This 
informant ' stated that when l R esigned in December, 1941, £rom his 

position as National Secretary of the Hungarian Section of the International 
Workers Order, he was replaced by JOHN LAUTNER, who, according to the informant, 
was a member of the Communist Party. 



Confidential Informant T-7 



This informant, of known reliability, furnished information to 
Special Agents of the Washington Field Office to the effect that JOHN LAUTNER 
was National Director of the Hungarian language Group of the International 
Workers Order on July 14, 1942. 



Confidential Informant T-8 



This informant, of known reliability, reported on July 18, 1945, 
that the subject at a membership meeting of the Chelsea Club of the Communist 
Party of America, held on that date, was nominated as a delegate to the New 
Yoik State Convention of the Communist Party to be held on July 21 and 22, 
1945* 

This informant also stated that on July 19, 1946, the subject's 
name appeared on a list of the members of the Chelsea Club of the Communist 
Party. This in&mant also stated that LADTNER attended meetings of the 
Chelsea Club on the following dates: 

August 19 and August 23, 1947 
September 9, 19, 22, 26 and 30, 1947 
October 3 and October 13, 1947 
November 17, 1947. 
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According to this informant , on September 19, 1947, LAUTNER 
conducted a three session seminar held on September 19, September 26 and October 3, 
1947* which seminar pertained to strategjrand tactics of the Party* 

At the first session held on September 19, 1947, LAUTNER stated, 
»In this first session, we will take up DIMITROFF'S report of the 74th Congress j 
the German and Italian Communis^ and the CoraBunists in other countries as 
well as the Communist youth have displayed prodigies of valor. They have made 
and are making daily tremendous sacrifices. We all bow our heads in honor of 
such heroism and sacrifice^ but that is not enough. Heroism must be combined 
with day-to-day work among the masses. In our struggle against fascist 
dictatorship, it is particularly dangerous to confuse the wish with the fact. 
We must base ourselves on the facts, on the actual, concrete situation. We 
can lead the masses to a decisive struggle for the overthrow of fascist 
dictatorship only by getting the workers who have been forced into fascist 
organizations or who have joined them through ignorance • * 

The second session of the three session seminar was held at the 
Chelsea Club on September 26, 1947 and again LAUTNER was the instructor. 
He stated, *ffe will take up DIMITROp^S 'United Front and the Youth'. In 
speaking of thejouth we must stateiplainly we have neglected our tasks of 
throwing the masses of the toiling youth into the struggle against the 
offensive of capital, against fascism and the danger of war. We have neglected 
these tasks in a number of countries. We have overestimated the enormous 
importance of the youth in the fight against fascism. We have not always 
taken count of the specific economic, political and cultural interests of the 
youth. We have not paid proper attention to revolutionary education of 
the youth. 11 

w 0ur youth here in the section has dropped below par. The same 
goes for the youth of the country. We have been negligent in helping the 
youth with their programs. The youth branch in our section needs the help 
of adult comrades* We should make it a point to help them with their street 
meetings and leaflet distributions.* 

The concluding session of the seminar on the strategy and tactics 
of the United Front was held at the Chelsea Club on October 3, 1947* IAUTNER 
was again the instructor and opeogd the meeting with quotes from tne ^Communist 
Manifesto*. He then stated, *Jalbiat relation do the Communists stand to 
the Proletarians as a whole? The Communists do not form a separate party 
opposed to other working class parties. They have no interests separate 
and apart from those of the Proletarians as a whole. They do not set up 
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any sectarian principles of their own by which to shape and mold the 
proletarian movement. The Communists are distinguished from the other 
working class parties by this only: 

»1. In the national struggle of the Proletarians of the 
different countries they point out and bring to the front the common interest 
of the entire proletariat indemnity of all nationality. 

»2. In the various stages of development which the stru^;le of 
the working class against the bourgeoise has to pass through they always 
and everywhere represent the interests of tJ?e movement as a whole* The 
Communists therefore are on the one hand practically the most advanced and 
resolute section of the working class parties of every country, that section 
which pushes forward all others. 

*0n the other hand, theoretically , they have over the great 
mass of the proletariat, the advantage at clearly understanding the line 
of movement* The immediate aim of the Commanists is the saxm as that of 
all other proletarian parties. Formation of the proletariat into a class, 
overthrow of bourgeois supremacy, conquest of political power by the 
proletariat. The theoretical conclusions of the Communists are in no way 
based on ideas or principles that have been invented or discovered by this 
or that would be universal reformer. They merely express in general terms 
actual relations springing fran an existing class struggle from a historical 
movement going on under our very eyes. The abolition of existing property 
relations is not at all a distinctive feature of Communism.* 



Confidential Informant T-8 



This informant, of known reliability, also stated on October 1, 
1947, that on September 30, 1947, IAUTNER was the main speaker at a membership 
meeting held at the Chelsea Club. The main topic of his speech was Elections 
and Registration. Pertaining to a high cost of living demonstration which 
was to take place on Wednesday, October 1, 1947, at 393 Seventh Avenue, 
New York City, LAUTNER stated that mothers should bring their children to 
make the demonstration more impressive. Sections should furnish sound trucks 
although LAUTNER stated that if the police did not allow sound trucks, the 
demonstration would take place without sound* 
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Confidential Informant T-ll 



This informant, of known reliability, advised that from July 21 
to July 2*7, 1947, a six day training school, sponsored by the Communist Party 
of New York County, was held at the Jefferson School of Social Science* 

At the fourth session of this school, the students were 
instructed by JOHN UttJTNER concerning Strategy and Tactics of the Communist 
Party* One of his reinarks was, *Remember to tell them (all recruits) that those 
that do the work should be the ones to receive ownership of the raw materials 
and of the means of production. There are millions that do not understand 
this but fight for a trade union, higher wagea, shorter hours, etc* These 
are very right for our woik, nevertheless* Our main objective to socialism, 
therefore, is to line up all thefce factions and to unite them in one main 
force •* 

On July 27, 194-7, the last session was held at which meeting 
LAUTNEH stated, "The two parties (democratic and Republican) are both for 
the capitalist. When the workers get tired of one of them the capitalists 
give them the other. Where we have Proportional Representation, it is much 
safer for groups such as the Communist Party to have a say in the government. 
The woikers need only one party because they have one and only one objective 
(overthrowing of capitalism), therefore, they only need the Communist Party, 
but it would be a serious mistake to try to become a third party under that 
name, therefore (we need) a third party of another front. Most of the 
socialists under DEBBS came over to the Communist Party when it was formed 
prior to World War I** 

In response to a question as to whether the Communist Party was 
the first Party, LAUTNER stated, "Tea, that is why we cannot have the 
Socialist Party with us~only those socialists who accept the program of 
our party. As lenin said, the Communist Party is the advance guard. Tlhen 
tne hundreds are organized, their power is multiplied tenfold over the 
thousands unorganized. 

*Also, we must be leaders in the daily fight of the workers 
towards a socialistic form of government* 

^We must have a revolutionary period and a revolutionary 
theory. Because the capitalists are in the way, we will not give way. The 
more we have these, the faster we will gain our goal. Only the Communist 
Party has these theories and not those of collaborationists. 
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*A Communist must know what is going on in his district, shops, 
industries, and create struggle in them. That is the only essential 
difference from the party under BROKDER* He tried to dull and reduce the 
fighting ability of the Communist Party. All of us should be on guard 
against that thinking and if found, route it out. With about fifty or 
sixty exceptions in New York State, all comrades mast belong to basic 
organizations aid be active ♦* 



Confidential Informant T-12 



This informant, of known reliability, advised on December 6, 
1947, that GEORGE BIAKCT CHARNET, who is Executive Secretary of the New York 
County Communist Party/had arranged a conference with LAUTNER on Communist 
Party business, to be held September 16, 194.7. 



Confidential Informant T-13 

This informant, of known reliability, on December 29, 1945, 
furnished a list of members of the Torkville Club of the Communist Party* 
LAUTNER »S name was included on the list. This informant also stated that 
on October 4 and 5, 1946, he observed JOHN LAUTNER in attendance at an 
American Labor Party Club meeting, -which was held at 226 East 86th Street, 
New York City, 

This informant further stated on October 27, 1946 that UUTNER 
addressed a meeting of the HERMAN BOTTSCHER Club of the Communist Party 
on October 24, 1946 at the Yorkville Casino, The informant stated that 
at this meeting, the subject addressed a group on the^Growth of Democracy 
in the Balkans ♦ • 

This same informant on December 6, 1946, stated that the subject 
attended an election rally held at the Yorkville Casino sponsored by the 
HERMAN BOTTSCHER Club of the Communist Party. LAUTNER addressed a group 
as a member of the Hungarian concentration group and spoke of the growth 
of democracy in the Balkans and especially Hongaria* He said the party of 
Hungaria now has a membership of over 600,000 and that only a few years 
back around 1940, the membership was only about 3,500» He said this is 
all through the people's own volition and that the Soviet Union and the Red 
Army has done no urging whatsoever on this issue* 
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IAUTNER then went on to our current elections in the United 
States and the need of defeating monoply capital in its cry for a new war 
therein they can again make large profits at the expense of the worker. 
He said, according to the informant, that we must defeat reaction at home 
as represented by DEBET, POffELL and COLLINS* He also spoke of the need 
of comrades and all our sympathizers doing their utmost in the campaign 
first to insure a big vote for our Communist Party and second to elect 
candidates of the progressive labor coalition. 



Confidential Informant T-14 



This informant, of known reliability, stated that the subject 
in November of 194S, was a member of the New York State Be view Commission 
of the Communist Party and that part of his duties was to investigate* disloyal 
or anti-Party charges against members of the Comunist Party, 



had told 
and that 



he woi*ld dis 
informant stated that 



This informant also stated on November 9, 1948 r ) that IAUTNER 

that he wag nnrfe-f daring her trial of party charges 
h i \ c 




„ on September 21, 1948. This 
visitefi IAUTNER at his, office at 35 East 



b6 
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12th Street, at which time whe discussed ritr coming trial with IAUTNER, 



[ 



, .outlined to IAUTNER and 

J)f the Lower West Side, her party background ind dem&hded that 3 



2 



be given a fair trial ♦ 



IAUTNER told her that since there was no accurate evidence 
to support the charges made against her, $hat she should go back to her 
branch and she would be considered a full member o f the party u nless the 
investigating committee, which consisted solely of 
charges detrimental to party membership against 



~\ could prove 



[ 



This informant stated on March 3, 194-9 > that on that date, 
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land LAU TNER had conferred concerning t he anti-Party charges 
made against | | IAUTNER questioned ! [ concerning her work 

in the party, t\e length of time she had been a member, her attitude towards 
the party and the party leadership since her trial and asked her opinion 
on the quality of the section leadership* 

This informant on March,,®, 1949, stated that IAUTNER attended 
a meeting of the Industrial Conference of the Communist Party, held on 
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March 5, 194-9 at tJie Hotel Diplomat, New York City. 



Confidential Informant T-15 



This informant, of known reliability, advised Special Agents 
of the Pittsburgh Office on January 10, 1949, that JOHN LAUTNER, a Communist 
Party Organizer from Hew York City, was scheduled to come to West Virginia 
in a tour to build up the party membership in Cornmunist Party District 
number twenty- two. 

The informant stated that L4DTIIER was in West Virginia previously 
and that he was the only comrade from New York who had done a good job 
in organizing and building up the Communist Party in District number twenty- 
two. 



On January 14, 1949, this info rmant stated that IAUTlffiR had 
arrived from New York and was staying with 
Communist Party District number twenty-two, ' 



The informant stated that LAUTNER and 



were in Faimont, 

West Virginia in an attempt to build up the party in that area. In Januaiy 28, 
1949, this informant stated that IAUTNER had returned to New York City* 
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Material of Doubtful Admissibility For Use in 
~" Possible Cross Examination ~"~~ ""*""* 



»In Order 11 



This publication, which is publisned by tne National Executive 
Committee of the International Workers Order, stated in tne November, 1942 
issue, that JOHIJ IAU2M3E *was a ©ember of tne following sub-committees of tne 
National Executive Connnittee: 



1. Native-born; National Clubs* 

2. Member snip j Order Building, 



^Fraternal Outlook" 



The ^Fraternal Outlook 1 * is an official publication of the 
International Workers Order, Bfirc* In tne issue of lay, 1942, there appears 
an article entitled, *New Leaders— New Roles 1 *, concerning several prominent 
leaders in the International Workers Order. Accompanying a picture of 
lAUTNER are the following comments; 

"Steel, bricks, coal and men have been the materials with which 
JOHN LAOTNKR has worked in his span of forty years as bricklayer, pipe- 
cutter in the Youngstown steel mills and labor organizer in Michigan, West 
Virginia and other states. He joined the order (International Workers 
Order} in 1932. On February 1, 1942, he became National Secretary of the 
Hungarian-American Section.* 

In the "Fraternal Outlook* for April, 1943, an article entitled, 
*Tfe Salute*, pertained to LAUTNER. A picture showed LAUTNER dressed in 
a United States Army uniform. 

In the "Fraternal Outlook* for December, 1942, in an article 
captioned, *0ff to War*, the follomng information was set forthr 
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"JOHN. LAUTNER, National Secretary of the Hungarian-American 
Section (IWO) now a- 'Private in the Army, happily accepts the gift of a 
sweater from DAWuREENE, New York District Secretary, on behalf of the 
National Servicerfefa's Welfare Co3OTittee»,#*i..lAUTNER, long an active labor 
leader, assumed his UK) post in February, 1942, prepared to take battle post 
in November. Born in East Hungary, he came to the United States in 1903 
at the age of one, worked here in Ohio steel mills and as a bricklayer — 
always a fighter for justice — -IJUJTSER knows only the United Nations can 
preserve the independence of America and bring freedom to his land of 
origin now under tne Axis heel.* 

In the "Fraternal Order" for August, 1943, JOHN LAUTNER was 
referred to as National Secretary of the Hungarian Section of the International 
Workers Qrdei; language Groups, which at that time had 11,583 members. 



"Magyar Jovo" 



In the Hungarian Language newspaper,. Magyar Jovo" dated August 1, 
1942, the subject was listed as a speaker before /the "Hungarian Radio 

Program" yearly picnic ♦ LAUTNER is listed as Secretary of the Hungarian 
Division of the International Workers Order, and representing the "Magyar 
Jovo". 

In his speech before this group, LAUTNER demanded an immediate 
second front. The same newspaper in the August 6 and 8 issues, 1942, 
an announcement was made that LAUTNER would speak at *Fords Peoples 
Celebration 11 to be held August 9, 1942 at Fords Park, Fords, New Jersey, 
under the auspices of the International Workers Order, Hungarian Branch. 



frQaily Worker* 



The "Daily Worker 1 * for November 1, 1948, on page 5, listed 
JOHN LAUTNER as among a list of approximately 350 people who had signed 
a letter to President TRUMAN and Attorney General CIAEK, demanding as Tforld 
War II veterans, immediate dismissal of indictments against the twelve 
members of the National Committee of the Communist Party. 
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Confidential Informant T-16 



This informant, of known reliability, on March 31, 1947, stated 
that the subject was a Section Organizer of the Building trades, American 
Federation of labor. 

This sane informant on September 24, 1947, advised that the 
subject was a member of the New York County Executive Committee . 

Confidential Informant T-16 advised on February 2, 1948, that 
GEORGE BLAKE GHAPJHEY had indicated that the subject was a member of the 
Review Commissigs of tihft (ifirnrnnlfft. Party and w&g invgstlgrtfrpK charges 

I LAUTNER 



assxa 

brought againstf 

was serving on this cdmmittee with [_ 



"T- 



This informant on Iky 28, 1948, furnished information to the 
effect that the subject was employed and paid by the New York State Communist 
Party and that his weekly salary was $52*20. 



Confidential Informant 1-17 



This informant, of known reliability, on February 20, 1948, 
was a member of a prelirpinary committee set up in preparation for the State 
fjcMnwittefi nnrrmnrvist Parfcv maafrjng. Other members of this committee were, 



Confidential Inf onnant T-18 



This informant, of inovm reliability, stated that JOHN LA0TNER f S 
name appeared on a list of names of those from New York City wjio attended 
the National Committee Plenum of the Communist Party, USA, Hotel Diplomat, 
New York City, on December 3, 4 and 5, 1946* 



Confidential Infoxmant T-19 



This informant, of known reliability, on June 22, 1945, stated 



L 
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that JOHN LAUTNER had an appointment to meet with JOHN WILLIAMSON, member 
of the National Committee of the Commanist Party and Secretary of the 
Labor Department of the Communist Party, on Jane 23, 1945. This informant 
was unable , however, to verify the oonsuauoation of this appointment* 

This informant also was in a position to advise on February 8, 
1946, that JOHN LAUTNER contacted STEVE\^S0N 5 Chairman of the Nationality 
Groups Commission of the Communist Part^and held a discussion with him 
concerning a report submitted by IAU3MSR pertaining to the Hungarian- 
American Relief , Inc. 

This informant also s^vised o*t-June 17, 1946 > that STETCE 
NELSON had scheduled a meeting with LGinSlWEINSTOCK of the Paintetos Ubiom 
This informant stated on November 7, 1946 r that LAUTNER and MATHAlfcNHORKf 
of the American Committee for Yugoslav Relief, had made an appoitftkent to 
see STEVE NELSON. 

The informant was unable to state positively that this meeting 
had actually taken place however. 

This infoimant stated on November 19, 1946, that the subject 
was a member of the Foreign Language Commission of which STEVE NELSON was 
the Director. Others a t the Commission in cluded ISRAi£|AMER, S tate Official 
of the C ommunist Party, | | of the Italian Groups. \ I 

of the Yugoslavia Groups In this connection, NELSON and LAUTNER 
inaa several conferences during the latter part of 1946. 

This informant stated on January 27, 1947 LAUTNER held a meeting 
in the National Headquarters Office, at, Ifaa finrnmnnist Party* tflS East 12tfr 
Street, New York City with LAUTNER, 
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Confidential Informant T-20 



This informant, of known reliability, on February 28, 1949, 
stated that the subject was employed and paid by the New York State 
Communist Party ♦ 



- 17 - 



NY 100-16516 



CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 



The Confidential Informants mentioned iatne report of 
SA ADRIAN B. CIAHK, dated August 18; 1949 at New York, New York, are as 
follows: 



T-l 
T-2 



T-3 



T-A 



T-6 
T-7 



T-8 



Former 



Special Agent 



] 



Military District of Washington, B.C., 

who furnished information to 

SAs of the Washington Field Office. 



Hftaflt. Virginia. fmwvrO 



£ 



J 



in lest Virginia. He furnished 
information to SA F. M. FAWCETT 
of the Huntington Office. 



| West Virginia, 
who is an admitted former Communist 
Party member and yhn fiirnishftfi 
information to SAl J 



f the Huntington Office. 



of the Indianapolis Office. 



Records of the Military Intelligence 
Service, Washington, D. C, made 
available to SAs of the Washington 
Field Office. 



and a member of the Communist Party, 
who has not been exposed and who 
furnished in& rmation to SA EDWARD W* 
BUCKLEY. 



b7D 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS (Cont'd) 



T-9 



T-10 
T-ll 



T-12 



T-13 



T-14 



T-15 



b7D 



who is 

not a member or the uomnrunist Party* 
who has not been exposed as an 
informant but whose services have 
been discontinued* 

Deleted* 



b7D 



operating as a member of the 
Communist Party who was exposed 
in the trial of the members of the 
Communist Party National Board 
and who furnished information to 
SA EDWARD W* BUCKIE! * 



b7D 



not a member of the Communist 
Party and who has not been exposed. 
He furnished information to 
SA CHARIES F. HEINER of the New 
York Office. 



b7D 



operating as a member of the Communist 
Party who has not been exposed. 
He furnished information to 
SA OHAREES F* HEINER* 



b7D 



operating as a member of the. Communist 
Party who was exposed in the trial 
of the members of the Communist 
Party National Board* She furnished 
information to SA CHARIES F* HEINER* 



Pittsburgh | J 



b7D 
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OQNFimwtEIL INFORMANTS (Cont'd) 



T-16 
T-17 
T-18 



T-19 
T-20 



HD 426 



The summary of information 

furnished by NYM 169 to 

SAn ffllRSKTJ. s/fumro?. I | 

| | FREDERICK C. 

ZINCK, JAMES F. BLAND and former 
3A C. J. PETERSON. 

NTT 26 



b7D| 



b6 
b7C| 



Confidential Informant ! \ 
Albany. 



b7D| 
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DATE WHEN MADS 

1/23/50 



CHANGED 

J0HN%AUTNER, with aliases 
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FEDERAL DATE 10 - 26 - 2005 BY 60309 auc 



TAM/MLT/CLS 



NY FiLE NO - 100-16516 



PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

I2/20/49 



izA 



1/11,12,13/00 



REPORT MADE BY 



CHARACTER OP CASE 

MTER1BLL SECURITY - C 



Subject still resides Apartment 4P. 21 9. Wan-h 
2.2nd Street, &ew4fork City, with 



IAUTNER paid emp loyee of CP .of New York 

Statu* ft Ruhlflntl 

.afe- Jersey OPbg, New 

f^lrth. 



UF activities set 



Jersey. 
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Bureau File 100-16177 

Reports of jSJL ADR3AN B« CIARK, New York, 

June 7, 1949, August 18, 1949 

The name JOHfM^UTMR, JR« is being added 
to the title, in&hj&uch as the records of 
the Court of Caramon Pleas, Youngstown,^ 
Ohio, reflect that the subject used 
that name on February 16, 1925 and filed 
a declaration of intention for naturalization* 
According to these records a petition for 
naturalization was issued to the subject 
on May 27, 1926* 

On February 28, 1949, Confidential Infonaant 
T-l, of knowp reliability, advised that 
the subject are an employee of the Communist 
Party of New York State, >, 35 East 12th Street, 
New York City, rewired approximately $1,980 
from October 1947 to June 1948 as salary ♦ 



,4- 



qr>PTES DESTfifc*B»'_T! 

'5>- Bureau 
? ,2 « Pittsburgh., 
"""3 - New York >ti 







DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 



/por/m^ m 




s&m. 



AA?# V 



: Uffiit! 



P W piJJU.^. >.* 



m\.^mm. 



R^- : HV\ 



fe :^ M Ap*ll 7, 194|S Confidential 1^ 

^S^£>^aity»=" ad*i»e«L that Liu toilet was ^ggeste<Me the Communist Party as 
.A-^k teach** for the Jeffersoh School ©f Social Seieace &ad the Marxist Institute, 



.;. i It is t^ be neted thfcT ^ Social 

Seieace is jsuj erjg^s*iid*i l&ieh has feeem d**t«r^ "by the Attorney General 
fcs *^miiir%^ ^35. 

■ -• '■■^ - O^iaential Iaf#|i»at £~? oa May 16, 1949 advised that 

;^J9:^Ci^|plR _ lMA^>.M^Mr«ULp 1M '^h^Ptowteiiist Party, 

' ,;;..-'" - Gfc Hay 27 > : |M$» ■■ 'Confidential 

^ellrt^ils^ teperiad that the s$fe3 ect was ■* *w*er $f *he? C^maist Party, 

Jhe iaferaiiit a&risi&i th*t he aid not know the sttb^eit ! a r^eideace, 

■"■■..' ' •■■ \ ■: "'" ,'■■,: _.;, • ■ ,? "■ . ' : ^l*/v ■■• ■'. * :::, ~-- ■>'-'. . : ..'"' 

;0n Juie 9t 1949, Goafi^^ial Inf$*mat &*2 stated 
th«tt the eul^e^t was ihvJAet to attend a ^pfifcihg of the 03?fe$ai^atioaal Gonaaission 
«f th«r Ceiaajwa^st Partyv^i^. was to be WM .at: Academy Hajl f 863 Sroadway, 
'^eaiM^^^i^^rlc Qiiy t on fharsd^ t Jlne 9, at lp:30 AJC According to 
the inf ora&a^ * discussion was tSPpi.", held at the Hefting on "Committee 
Pirne!", '.'.''/-'"', :'X. - \^:.V-V 'v : ^- ,., 



fioxbury* -loltea, Mittii*fau$©tts, a'meWer ofUhe Goiandaiet Party since 

1937. tMifie* Ik the t r^L-ef theJfepgfcfW 

at ai, Southern district ef^New T rk, U«£$«fc ( f4*t»f District Court, 



:^.i 



stated 



Judge Harold :&♦ ^ina pf Elding* |n'her.;>^^iabli3f■■ 

that JOP Jdttfl!^ clasaee ini the Comimxnist Party Schools 

wiiich were held ih Boston^ l^ssMhu$etts* 



©r.JM^H^ 



sf the 



, iy , 

State Soard, state of feet Tia&i^i 1 pnae a^aliaOi* 4 **&*, add terreet 
photostat!^ c^y of page "575 ; of ^$&* ^aiihating c^tM^cate : of 1*11 SIOWDES 
ff Hew York for PrHiidea^ ^i*C^ f , KllD f Aiabaina 

for Vice-Presideht of ;4Wi fe^^ of Berkley, 

West TTirgiaia lor ^m^tm^i of the Stat^5e$^teet Virginia representing the 
Gowunist P^rty.of :|^ Wiied States, i^i^i^s filed in tlie olftce of 
the Secreiairy of SWte ,|feard of West Virg£*&%<na May 13, 1940. the name 
©f JOHN MEWM* Sox ^" Buries town, West V|^kia appears on the certificate 
W a signer of the petition. This photostatic copy is being retained as 
an exhibit by the S^rT^fe office* 

-'■ v-S^i^^T' i^*- ■ i9a *§\*^f off i c « <? f : thef; City Slerk, City Hall, 
Jersey City^llw photostatic copy of the 

subject V^l;i^ No* 8564&, fli&&4 September 2, 1941. 

This appliiftatl^a rejects that JCfflH lAUTIER was 39 years 'tff age on the 
first of January 1941 and at the time of the filia^of the application 
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^Y 100~16$L6 

LAUDER resided at 100 Van Warner Avenue f* Jersey City, Hew Jersey. According 

to the application LAUTHS& stated that he *«-ps divorced. 



subject's intended[ 



Ihft afcuw ment.1 /V»»* . flr ^ i n.^tJAn rftfl ents thfet the 



1 and reported that she resided at[ 



City, Sew JerseyL 



*d th* 
J list 



ts her marital statue as single* 



application reflects that the subject intended to wed on September 5, 1941* 
The aforementioned applicati on for marriage license for 



the subject reflects that the subject marri^t 

194l>4n Jersey City, &ew Jersey and that thj|%itness te the marriage was 
I IJftyqy City, H$w Jersey. The foremen tioned 

photostaHc copies are being retained as sn exhibit by th$ $ew York office* 

0a October 6. 1949, Confidential Informant T-4, of known 
r&iability, advised that JOHN JJjmA^s employed by the Communist Party 
of Hew York State, and that he received approximately $780 from April 
through June of 1949* 

Confidential Informant &-S, of known reliability, on 
October 11, 1949 advised that one JOHN I4.U^B|JP/. who was born in 1902 was 
a member of lodge 1002 International Wbrke^flrder, New York City, as of 
October, 1949. According to the informant, IgluraER became a member of tfc 
Lodge in .February, 1942. 

It is to be noted that according to the records of the 
Court of Common ^leas, Youngs town, %io, in applying for natural! eat ion the 
subject stated that he was born on J|y|uary I, 1902 at Polanok, Hungary ♦ 




l^tnternation Workers 
by the Attorney General 



It should also be noted 
Order i e an organization which has "been decf 
as coining within the purview of Executive 

The writer, on January 

apartment house directory located in thn> 

&ew York City lists | | and J 
Apartment 4-P # 

The Manhattan, %w York City telephone directory dated 
Jul v. 1949 reflect a that telephone nusnher Watkins 9-5243 is listed under 
I 212 West 22nd Street, 



observed that the 
West 22n& Street, 
he occupants of 



- P E H D I lH - 
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[ 



By letter dated July 26, 1949, the Pittsburg h office 
forwarded to the ffew York office photostatic copies certified b? j I 



] Department of Ma tor Vehicles, West 



b6 
r 'b7C 



Virginia, of the following: 

1. Assignment of title to JOB*. LAUDER, issue«fe%>ril 27, 1939. 

2. Application*** a Certificate of title by JOHff LAHTNM,, " 
dated HajS-.-'Si'"' 1939. 

3 # Assignment ©f certificate o:^ title hy JOHEF LAUT2JM, /';■■ 
dated January 28, 1941;, "'^ : .-\ 

There is no additional pertinant information concerning 
the subject reflected on the above mentioned evidence and the copies are 
"being retained as exhibits by the New York office. 

3?wo copief of this report are, "being designated to the 
Pittsburgh office,, inasmuch as the subject formerly resided in the 
territory handled by that office.*.; 



4 ^ 
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HI 100-16516 






■ v>»V-, 






"■^■i - : 



li^alJM^ N ft#.ft>fc 



■-£* 

•«**■ 



Will follow and report father efirld^ee of the subject's 

Communist F&rty affiliations. - '■'■/' 
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g IAL ISFOHMAIIS 



Ihe iaform^nti%(iati on ed In the report of SA 



, dated Jentiary; g^ 1950 at#ew lork, ^re identified as follows: 



T-lt Confidential Informant |_ 



wKp furnished 



i^ormation to ||e Albany ^ffiee* 
T~2: SI) 426 
35-3: Former JL__fS^ was Contacted by sllEWAID 



?*4: Confidential Imformaat 



infora&tieai to the ilbany office 



ty off 



wim furnished* 



T-5: M) 425 t v i&o was c®n|acted by SA 
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STANDARD FUFfo" NO. 64 
^1 



Office Mer^M^ckwi • 



UNITED W? 



S GOVERNMENT 



TO s MB. FLETCHER 

from s f m j m Baumgarc^ne^ / 

subject: JOHN IAUTNJSR, was 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
Bureau file #100-16177 

PURPOSE : 

To recommend 
recently expelled from 
expulsion, Lautner was 
of the Communist Party, 



date: January 30, 1950 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED f 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED [ 

DATE 10-20-2005 BY 60309 AUG " 
TAM/MLT/CLS 



Mr. Toleon 
Mr. Cleg g " 
Mr. Glavl n _^ 

Mr. LaddZK- 
Mr. Nlehois 

Mr, Rosen 

Mr* Tracy 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Qurnea 

Mr. Harbo „ 

Mr. Mohr 



an interview with John Lautner, who was 
the Communist Party* At the time of J his 
a member of the National Review Commission 



Mr! Penning wn_ 
i Tamm 




B&CKGROUND : 

Lautner was born January 1, 1902, in Poland. He entered 
the United States in 1903 and was naturalized in July, 1926. In 
19l*l Lautner was District Organizer for the Communist Party in 
latest Virginia. In 191*2 he became National Secretary of the 
Hungarian-American Section of the XiO* He entered the U. S. Army 
in November, 191*2, and was discharged in June, 19U5* Thereafter, 
he became one of the directors of the American-Hungarian Relief, 
Inc., in New York City. He was also an instructor of strategy and 
tactics in the Communist Party Training School. In 19UB he was 
reported to be a member of the New York State Review Commission of 
the Communist Party and as part of his duties, investigated charges 

against Party members. In this connection in 19i*8 Lautner m« 

Invnlvftri in the, handling of charges brought against P 



The charges were dropped and 
of the National Board members 



later tes tinea at tne tnai 
of the Communist party. His handling of this case appears to have 
had some bearing on Lautner* s expulsion from the Party. 

The "Daily Worker 11 of January 17 5 19E>0, described Lautner 
as a former member of the National Review Commission and stated that 
he was expelled because he prevented the expulsion of the "spy Calo- 
miris" and "that he had also recommended a number of untrustworthy 
individuals for work in the defense office during the period of the 
trial. 11 He was described as a "traitor and enemy of the working class." 

The New York Office has requested authority to interview 

M ~ -.. .. far/*? 7 ' & 

Attachment - ' - '""■ 



bo 

b7C 

b7D 



MET: GAS 



•f 



«# 



RECOaiEMIATIOM : 

In vie?/ of Lautner 's experience as Secretary of the 
Hungarian-American Section of the Ii/0, as an instructor in the 
Communist School, and his membership on the Communist Party 
National Review Commission, it ?<rould appear that Lautner possesses 
much valuable information. 

From the statements made against Lautner in the **Daily 
Worker, 11 it would seem that reinstatement in the Communist Party 
is unlikely. However, prior to being interviewed, inquiry should 
be made with informants in an effort to determine his present status 
and attitude. If it is determined that he is not making an effort 
to be reinstated and has completely severed all relations with the 
party, then, he should be interviewed. If you agree, attached 
is a letter to the Nevr York Office. 



v ~ \ 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 10-2 0-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 
TAM/MLT/CLS 



JOHN LAUTNER EXPELLED 
BY CP AS A TRAITOR 



The National Review Commis- 
sion of the Communist Party has 
been conducting an investigation 
to determine how the FBI agents 
exposed in the Foley Square trial 
penetrated and functioned in the 
ranks t)f the Party, 

In the course of its examination, 
the Review Commission ascertain- 
ed that several months ago John 
Lautner, a member of the New 
Tork State Review Commission, 
was instrumental in preventing the 
expulsion of the spy, Calomiris, 
and that he had also rscommend- 
ed a number of untrustworthy in- 
dividuals for work in the Defense 
Office during the period of the 
trial. 

Further investigation revealed 
that Lautner himself is an enemy 
agent of long standing. A full 
.disclosure will be made at the 
| proper time. 

, In view of the already estab- 
lished facts, the National Review 
Commission approves the recom- 
mendation of the subcommittee 
(which examined the case of John 
''Lautner and hereby expels him 




LAUTNER 

from die Communist Furry as a 
traitor and enemy of the working 
class. 

The Review Commission calls 
upon the Party leadership and 
membership to heighten their 
Communist vigilance and to re- 
double their efforts to safeguard 
and strengthen the Party, 



NOT REC&RDEfT 
45 FEB 101950 



This is a clipping from 
Page SL of the 

Daily Worker 
Date /- /y *- <TO 
Clipped at the Seat of 
Government • 



FIVE 



4 



Hew York 



Fs'braary 2, 1950 



Director, FBI 



PF 



Tj 
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JOH!? LAOTfKF, was 
9^ Wn?RKAL SFCTTH IT - a 
^9tir««« file #lDD~16i7? 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 10-20-2005 BY 60309 AUG 
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weurtel dated January 17* 13SO* 

Before Making; any contact with Lautner # you are instructed 
to nake inquiries thrextgh established seurees and confidential 
informants in an effort te ascertain hit pr es e nt attitude toward 
*;hs Corneals t Party anr to determine if he has xaade any efforts 
toward reinstatement. If the results of the&e inquiries indicate 
that he has completely severed all relatleHS with the Bsrty, then, 
you may proceed with arrastgenente for an interview* The interview 
should he handled by two Agents experienced In flSBtraaist Party 
setters » 



It is suggested that your introductory Interview with 
Laufcner should he of a central exploratory nature to determine the 
#xtont of his loMwletgti of Qoraunlst Party activities* If he proves 
to be cooperative t you should at that time or in subsequent inter ~ 
views thoroughly exhaust his knowledge of all phases of 0omsiiioist 
Party activities. Particular emphasis should be given to ascertaining 
complete Inform tion relative to the Party's investigations of 
nmh^rn for disloyalty, Party underground activities, and work of 
the Party in the foreign language field* 

The Bureau should be proaptly advised concerning the 
results of your interview* 
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!/■ 



MRTjiGASidbb 



w' 






( This was approve^, by Executives <2onf ear«n«Sr, 
P/l/50, Mess$<&. % "Tolson, N.H.UcGffbe, fifed*** 
Glairin. IJai^fecx, Nichols, fracy, Mohr, Carlson, 
and , |*e\ct% in .^jpgfndance HBE ) 
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WA#H FROM NEW YORK 
HRECTOR URGENT 

JOHN LAUTNER,'' WAS, ISC. BUFILE ONE HUNDRED DASH ONE SIX ONE SEVEN 
SEVEN. DAI LY WORKER FOR JAN. SEVgNTEEN, NINETEEN FIFTY, PAGE TWO, 
COLUMN FOUR, CARRIES ARTICLE TO EFFECT THAT NATIONAL REVIEW. COMMISSION 
OF CP HAD_BEEN CONDjJCTINg INVES TIGATION. TO...DETEMNE HOW THE £BI 
INFORMANTS EXPOStED DURING TRIAL HAD PENETRATED AND FUNCTIONEDJN 
RANK OFJ>ARTY. THAT IN COURSE OF ITS. EXAMINATION, REV IEW CO MMISSION 
HAD ASCERTAINED TOATJjEVERAL-W MEMBER OF, NY 

STATE REVIEW COMMISSION, WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN PREVENTING EXPULSION 



OF 




AND FURTHER THAT HE HAD ALSO RECOMMENDED NUMBER 



OF UNTRUSTWORTHY INDIVIDUALS FOR WORK IN DEFENSE OFFICE DURING PERIOD 

OF TRIAL. ARTICLE SAID THAT FURTHER INVESTIGATION REVEALED LAUTNER <C~-< 

HIMSELF AS ENEMY OF «M» STANDING AND THAT IN VIEW OF THESE ESTABLISHED 

FACTS NATIONAL REVIEW COMMISSI 

COMMITTEE WHICH EXAMINED LAUTN'l 

CP AS TRAITOR AND ENEMY OF WORKING CLASS. W OFFICE HAD NO PREVIOUS 

KNOWLEDGE OF ACTION TAKEN BY fl(4fl3NST LAUTNER. CONF. INF. I I 




STATES THAT LAUTNER APPEARS TO BE THE "FALL GUY" 



END PAGE ONE . 

*"""*" COPIES DESTROYED M^' 
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% 4 PAGE TO 
BECAUSE 
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b7C 
TRUE IDENTITY WAS NOT DISCLOSED OR KNOW TO CP lb7D 



FORE HER APPEARANCE AS GOVERNMENT WITNESS, . INFORMANT CHARACTERIZED 
LAUTNER AS WEAK, INEFFECTUAL, POOR DISCIPLINARIAN AND EASILY PUSHED 
AROUND. BUREAU REQUESTED TO CONSIDER AUTHj^J2IBiLSHCIAL-AfiEH35 OF. 



:l v v*hj*.i , pl*it'iirtA,>»** 



THIS OFFICE TO CONTACT LAUTNER FOR PURPOSE OF ASCERTAINING HIS RE- 



fc-¥!***«i*, ( .*««**''*!*** Jl ' " kv: ' 



CEPTIVITY TO INTERVIEW BY THIS OFFICE. 



HOLD PLS 



SCHEIDM 



' iSr-'.? 



Reurlct 2 February 2^ 1950* 



dvise d that the subj ect and[ 



Jstated that the 



He stated that the subject 



are at work* 



he does nob know of the subject's employment or activities and 
as far as he knows LAUraSR has the usual business forking hours 
uK o he has only seen the subject occasionally and that as far as 
u\o subject still resides at this address * 
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GOVERNMENT 



DATE: February 20 5 1950 



ALL INFORM AT IOW CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 10-2 6-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 
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at 212 Jest 22nd 
Ireside in apartm ent 



fend that during the daytime^ while the 



Ch February 16, 1950 5 SAS JOSEPH F. DIFFLEY andl 
-^L^d f soot surveillance in the neighborhood o 



212 Vest 22nd Street^ 
During the hours from 7 a.m* to 9? 30 a e m* these agents did not 
^ct leave or enter T&he apartment house at this address 



ebruary 16 d 1<*50, 



nas again contacted at ^hich 



1 Ime ; 'aav~sed that he rocalls that the subject and another unidentified man 
ic rra rtment house approximately two reeks prior to this date* 

stated that he recalls observing LAUTMER outting some luggage 
s £6Li bajgs into the automobile of this other individual and that it was 
oelicf that IAUTHEB was going on a vacation and ras leaving Men York City* 
?aid that he does not kno w xrho the other man vas and that he has no idea 
Haere XATJTNER may havo gone 



stated it was his belief that LMJTN3R 



\i&s not in the best of health and that he may have gone away to recuperate 
from an illness « 



Cn February 16, 1950 5 a discreet Dretext telephone call tos mads to 
the subject's apartment at which time an individual by the name of 



answered the telephone and advised that she x^as the subject's maid* She stated 
that LAUTNER left the apartment about one month ago and that he has not resided 
therein since that time* She said that she did not know if he tsas still in 
New York City or where he was employed* She s tated that Mrs* i^UTNSR is a school 



teacher in New York City and that as far as sh<£ |knows, Mrs.~-*£AUira. is 

the only individual vrho may know the subject's whereabouts*, ,. 
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Letter to Director 
EY 100-16516 



^%mn 



On February 16, 1§V,[ 



] C11 Chelsea Post 



Office Station, 217 -/est 10th ^treet^fer York City^ *tJvis** hat through a 
chock of their records and 'by Contacting the mail carrlgp^ j.r #as ascertained 
that there has been no change in -,ha mailing address of IV? subject 

Ths follonir^ Confidential Informants^ a LI cf krern reliability, 
advised that they do not kno\r c? the current activities *.f T^,"*JT5R: 



b7D| 



On February 14, 1950£ 



r oard of iSfocation, 110 Livlnq ^ea street, Brooklyn,, Hew !#£&. 3 iigficj -^ 
,?1 J0S^J\ DTFTLSY, that ths I \ , , ~ 1 



1 



is employed as a s re^uLa 



tlarL 



a,t the HiRh c chool of 
eigne a'J ±* t that the 



ecjirorea. 155 i feat 65th Street, Ner: lork City. , , 

I I has been employe d i#y the New York City Board of ^-~tion since 

| | identity should be protected by ** t horary 

sjmbolo 

In arf t effort 1 to Ascer tain the sub ject's thereabouts^ a pail ^over is 
beinj placed ^ on th^ su^ivCt and | | The Iter York Office iaVsDnoUctinjj 

additional investigation in an effort to fe ascertain IAOTJTER ! S current residence 

and activities^ J - , 
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STEWARD FORM MO. 64 



Office Memorandum • united states government 




Director, FBI 
SAC, Hew Tork 

a- 

JOHN MUM* 
JoTm^Lottiier, 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

(Bureau file 100-16177) 



was, John lautner, Jr. 
Johri^Xaughtner 



date: April 3, 1950 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-2 0-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 

TAM/MLT/CLS 



j\u '3 } ^LAUKHl was a member of the New York State Review Commission and 
was formerly an instructor at the Jefferson School of Social Science. He was 
bcrn January* 1, 1902, in Czechoslovakia. He entered the United States in 
1903 > and was naturalized at Y onngstown. Ohio in July, 1926. LAUTNER resided 



with 



m 



at 212 West 22nd Street, New York City. 



DO 

b7C| 



Prior to coming to New York City, LAUTNER was State Secretary of 
the Communist Party of West Virginia and resided at Charleston, West Virginia. 
He was also an organizer for the Communist party in the State of West Virginia. 
LAUTNiK tfas National Director of the Hungarian Language Club of the Lrcer national 
Workers Order in July of 1942. 

Hie tf Daily Worker 11 of January 17, 1950, contains an article which 
reflects that LAUTNER was excelled by the Communist Party as a traitor and 
enemy of the working class. According to the article, the National Review 
Commission of the Communist Farcy had been conducting an investigation %6 
determine how the FBI Agents, exposed at the Foley Square trial, had penetrated 
and functioned in the ranks of the Party. In the course of its examination, 
the Review Commission ascertained that LAUTNER, a member of the New York State 
Review Comm ission was instrumental in preventing the expulsion ofQ 



] 



and that he had also reconr: ended a number of untrustworthy in- 
dividuals for work in the Defense Office during the period of the trf&L 

According to the article, furtlier investigation reveale<tjg$hat 
LAUTtvER, himself, was an enemy agent of long standing and that a full dis- 
closure would be made at the proper time. 

By teletype dated January 17, 1950, the New York Office requested 
Bureau authority to interview the subject. In reply, by letter dated February 2, 
1950, the Bureau advised that prior to contacting LAUTNER, inquiries through 
established sources and confidential informants should be made in an effort 
to ascertain LAUTNER f S present attitude toward the Communist Party, and to 
determine if he has made any efforts toward reinstatement. 
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Letter to Director 
NY 100-16516 



Investigation by the New York Office, prior to interviewing LAUTJER 
as suggested by t he above mentioned Bureau letter, has hem q onrinotpd. On 



February 16, 1950, 



at 212 West 



did not furnish 



22nd Street, New York City, the subject's residence, advised that the subject 
left the apartment house approximately two weeks prior to this date, and 
that he has not seen him since. He advised that it was his impression and 
understanding that LAU'PCER was ':;oing on a vacation and was le aving JTew York 
City because LAUTNER was not in the best of health, 
any further information concerning LATJTFER. 

On February 16, 1950, a discreet pretext telephone call was made 
to the subjec t 1 s apartment, at which time an individual by the name of 
answered the telephone and advised that she wa j I at 
apartment. She stated that the subject had left the apafrt- 



tne sudjbcv 

ment about one month ago and tha 
time. She said that she did no. 
whether he was employed or not J 



he has not resided therein since that 

he was Stil] ^ Ngw Yr>-rk CAtv or 

idvised that! 



_^ ________ 0n tearch 15 > 195 °> 

tactect under a suitable pretext, at which time she did 1 

information from that set out above* 




>6 
)7C 



was again con- 
nish any additional 



A description of the subject is set out below: 



Race; 
Born: 

Height : 
Weight: 
ESyes: 
Hair : 
Citizenship: 



Army serial no: 
Social Security 
Relatives: 



White 

January 1, H)2, Polanok, Seclo, 

Chechoslovakia. 

5» aw 

158 lbs. 
Brouvn 
Brown 

United States j entered US in 1903 , 
naturalized in July, 1926, Court of 
Common Pleas, Toungstown, Ohio 
32622865 
no: 072=1E=2524 
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Mother 



Sister : 



MARtSJfeTMSE 
Wilson Avenue 
Toungstown, Chio 

_^ 
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Letter to Director 

m 100-16516 



The New, York Of xice is continuing to conduct discreet investigation 
in an effort to ascertain the whereabouts of the subject, having in mind, the 
possible interview of LAUEJER. 

The Cleveland and Pittsburgh Offices are requested to conduct 
the following investigation: 

CLEVELAND 



At Youngstown, Ohio 

Will ascertain if the subject may be curre ntly living with his 
mother Mrs, I-.IARY IAUfflERj Wilson Av enue or his sister 



Will contact confidential informants and sources of information 
and conduct appropriate investigation to ascertain if the subject Dossibly 
may be living in Young sto*wn, Ohio. 



At Charleston, West Virginia 



Subject formerly resided Charleston , West Virginia, and was District 
Organizer of the Communist Party for the State of West Virginia prior to January 17, 
1941. Request you check confidential informants and sources of information 
and conduct appropriate investigation to ascertain if the subject has returned 
to Charleston, West Virginia. 




SAC, Bmr Yotk 

Director, FBI 

JOffl* UUMER 

SSJtJRITX - C 
Ir file K».l6£i6) 
^Bureau fU* &XML6i77) 



Jui* 19* 19^0 



ALL INFORMATION COM I AIMED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 10-2 0-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 
TAM/MLT/CLS 



Jbnrlet dated April 3, 29$8» 

feus far the Bureau ptaa not received any Jnfomation concerning 
the results of your endeavor tp locate Lautasr. In view of the axtnoe 
i^ertaoo* of an interview vit£ this sub jeet in the event he should prove 
to ba coapdirmtive, you are requested to intensify yoa* off arts to locate 
hia. Ybf Bureau should ba immediately advised as to the results of your 
efforts thus far* 
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STA&6.\RD FORM 11 NO. 64 



Office NLemWandum • united sRtes government 



j\J ' TO : Director , FBI 



date: July 6, 1950 



PROM 



SAC, New York 

subject: J0M u LAUTNER, was. 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
(Bureau file 100-16177) 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 10-2 6-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 
TAM/MLT/CLS 

Rebulet dated June 19, 1950 requesting to be advised of the efforts 
to locate the subject for interview as a possible informant. 



In Mew York letter to the Bureau dated April 3, 1950, investigative 
leads were set out for both the Cleveland Office and the Pittsburgh Office . 
The Pittsburgh Office advised by letter dated May 18, 1950, that Pittsburgh 
Confidential Inf or man t | | reported that he had made inquiries concerning 

LAUTNER at Charleston, ¥. Virginia, and had determined that the subject did 
not return to Charleston after his disappearance from Mew York City. 

}> 
The Cleveland Office advised by letter dated April 21, 1950, that 
there was no information on the subject at the Youngstovm, Ohio Police 
Department's Internal Security Squad. Further at the Youn|jstown Credit 
Bureau, there was no information on the subject. Howev§r^ the files revealed 
that the subject's mother. MBlJmmm* widow of ,7nm^f atttwrr , aa£ raided 



at 2059 Summer Street, 

June, 1948. The mother was OTployed as a practical nurse. 



in 



Summer Street, stated that the 



family had moved from I Bummer Street abou t one year arc. She said at 



] 



present they reside at 



Boardman, Ohio. She knew the 



subject from infrequent vicits he had made to his mother in the past, but 
stated that she had not seen him in a pproximately three years. In addition 
to his mother andl 



Ohio. 



ktated that JOHM LAUTNER has | 

Jooxn residing in the vicinity of Youngstovm, 



"<*Zr> 



>;r 



S2hs 



the[ 



I 



"I Boardman, Ohio, a neighbor of 
Jfandly, advised that she had known them a bout one year. She had 

Ifamily. 



never seeH^Jhe subject in the time she had known the 



^ 



The Cleveland letter continued that the subject's mother, Bfrs. M ARY 
LAUTOER, 244 Melbourne Street, Boardm an, Ohio, and[ 



Poland, Ohio, were both interviewed under 

pretext • TEey stated tnat tne suoject was not presently in town on a visit, 
and that they have not seen or heard from JOHN LAUTMER since the Summer of 
1949, when he came home for a few days on a visit. They did not have a New 



End. (1) 

cc j Cleveland 
cc : Pittsburgh 
cc:St. Louis 

BLKiPHS , ^ 
100-16516 /: ; 
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Let* to Dir. 
iff 100-16516 

York City address for the subject, and advised that they do not know where 
IADTWER is at t he present tim©o Furthe r, Mrs J 

of the subject, | [ Youngstown, Ohio, also interviewed 

under pretext, gave the same information as above* 

The following confidential informants, all of the New York Office, 
have been checked and no inf coation concerning the flreafint whereabouts of 

the* miMpftt, was deyalopgd* | 



be 
b7C| 



saL 



advised 



On May 9. 1 950 « lew York Confidential Informant^ 

I th at it is his belief that the subject has returned to 
West Virginia. I I stated that LAUTRER would in all probability seek 
employment among the Hungarians in West Virginia or Ohio since he considers 
them to be the only friends he has remaining. 

The Cleveland Office is requested to contact confidential informants 
and sources of information and conduct appropriate investigation to determine 
if the subject has contacted or is working among any Hungarians in either 
Cleveland, Ohio, or in Youngstcrvrn, Ohio. 

The Pittsburgh Office is requested to contact confidential informants 
and sources of information and to conduct appropriate investigation to ascertain 
if the subject is working among Hungarians in Charleston, West Virginia, or 
in any section of !7est Virginia that has a sizeable Hungarian population* 

The St. Louis Office will secure handwriting specimens of the subject 
from his military records and forward same to the Bureau. 

JOHN lAUTHER, %my Serial Number 32622865, born January 1, 1902, 
entered service through Local Board number 19, New York City on November 16, 
19-42« His military occupation was that of translator. He was discharged on 
June 20, 1945 at Fort BLx, New Jersey. 

There is being forwarded to the Bureau herewith a photograph of 

the subject. 

J 
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Enc, (1) to Bureau 
Iff 100-16516 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 10-20-2005 BY 60309 AUC 
TAM/MLT/CLS 
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Office Memorandum • united states governmek 



to 

FROM : 
SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, ST. LOUIS 

JOHN 1AUTNER, Was. 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
(Bufile #100-16177) 




date: July 19, 1950 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 10-20-2005 BY 60309 AUG 
TAM/MLT/CLS 



Relet New York to Bureau dated July 6, 1950. 

The records of Demobilized Personnel Records Branch, Records Administra- 
tion Center, Adjutant General's Office, St. Louis, Missouri, were checked for 
JOHN LAUTNER, ASN 32622365, and only one specimen of the handwriting of LAUTNER 
was located, a signature appearing on page two of his "Report of Physical 
Examination and Induction*. 

An exact size photostatic copy of this page, including subjects signa- 
ture, is attached hereto for the Bureau in aecordance with instructions in 
referenced letter. 

R0C. 

RJArdlm 
100-9646 
Enclosure (1) 



&^ 



•~% 




RECORDED - 9S 



#> 



f IJUL211950 




mthkMd 



Section II.— REPORT OF LOCAL BOARD EXAMINING PHYSICIAN AND LOCAL BOARD CLASSIFICATION. 
22. If registrant's answer to Item 6 above is "yes," when and for what ailment(s) _„_ „.-.... _.. 



23. Is registrant now or previously an enrolloe in the Civilian Con; 

24. Serological test (syphilis) : Date /^^LAffl.^ Result ... 

Second serological test (syphilis): Date 

25. Examining physician's remarks _ _ 



Corps: NoW; Yes Q 



26. (a) Do you find that the above-named registrant has^any of the defects set fo 
(If in doubt, answer "no," and give details.) ft-Sft- __ If answer is ' 



.LL FBI INFORMATION CONTAINED 
(HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 03-31-20 6 BY 603 9 AUG 
ITAM/MLT/CLS 



(6) Do you find that the above-named registrant has any of the defects set forth 



.ist of Defects (Form 220) 



(If in doubt, answer "no," and give details.) If answer is "yes," describe the defects, in order of significance 

(Answer yes or no) 



(c) I have examined the above-named registrant in^ 

(d) Signatui^^^mimnz Dhy^ician „„„_„„* 

(e) Place 

(Town or city) 

'^ J 

27. (a) This Local Board has classified the above 

(b) Signature of Member of Local Board _-_.^?f;_A_. 

(c) Place /W " - 



_ZL .Mi. 

~"^(3tate) ' 



)(/) Date 



**$#% VOtiX, T 1942 



{d) Date _.„../jJI_5____J>i 



Section III. -NEAREST REITATIVE, PERSON TO BE iS^TIFIED IN CAS^X)F EMERGENCY, AND DESIGNATION OF 
BENEFICIARY (To be filled out at the induction station of the armed forces for only those registrants accepted for military service.) 
A. Nearest relative and person to be~notified in case of emergency: 

1:23. Nearest relative lis^-Jfary-™flU4jaer 

(Other than wife or niiuor child. Name in full) 



29. Relationship _mQjtil£X 



so. Address .WU.spn.Ave. 1 .Joun^s^own . Ohio 

(Numb 



; iTWfmiwrffniT 



31. Person to be notified in case of emergency „ 



(Name in lull) 



32. Relationship _„^^^^^^^ 33. Address 2X2. 

(If friend, so state) (Number and £ 

B. Designation of beneficiary: 
34. The persons eligible to be mv beneficiary are designated below 



33. Address 212.-iL.22.-5Jb*-.^Jf. t 

(Number and street or rural route; if none, so state) (Oity, town, or post omce) (State or country) 



■ m. ll |.M.. ! : I .H"JW:«in flfftfllffa 



01 .2.-jj"-22L.j3jt^_j3ji.i'ji 



(2) a\qil£ _ __ _ _ _ , 

{Full name and address of each minor child and each dependent child over. 21 years of age. If there are no children, so stale. If the address "is the "same as the 

wife's, so'state. _5o not repeat address) 

35. In the event of my leaving no widow or child, or their decease before payment is made, I then designate as my beneficiary the 

dependent relative whose name, relationship, and address are shown below: 

(fflrs. Kary ^antner.. XKQ.fcer) Wttepnji^^^ 

(If designation of beneficiary is declined, man must state in own handwriting: "I decline to designate any person as my beneficiary") 

36. In the even s made, I then designate as 

my benefi 

(4) ¥$ „9^i9„. 

Ctf b^ ignate an alternate beneficiary") 



37. Signature 



38. Witnessed a 



(Last name) 



_., 19.... 



.^aa!.t.Rcit.&..I.na.^ff 
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SUBj 




i Director, FBI 
j^SAC, Pittsburg 
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J0H1MAUTH8R, was/ 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
(Bureau file 100-16177) 



DATE: AugUSt 21, 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

'.HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

'.DATE 10-26-2005 BY 60309 AUG 

'^TAM/MLT/CLS 



He New York letter to the .Bureau^ /6/50. 



| was recontacted on July Ik, 1950, at ito^ch time informant 

advised that no mention of Captioned, subject has bfeh made by CP 
members at Charleston, It m* 9 and vicinity and thil>. there is nc 
indication that L&UTNER has returned $b West Virginia, 



]of known reliability and who is generally familiar with 



CP activities and membership in West Virginia particularly in the 
vicinity of Southern We*£ Virginia, was contacted on August 8 > 195>0, ' 
in this matter. Informant 3ta^$ that he has recei ved no i nformation 



wnich might indicate UUTKER f s {Resent hereabouts ♦ | |further 

advised that the last time he jfi^d anything regarding the subject 



ras annrnxlmat&l v nnfi year agiP^At this time, informant related, 

| [ nrominent CP members at Beckley/ W# Va», remarked 

thaT MUTl^liad been '-InT the service during World War II in an 
intelligence capacity* There was no further discussion concerning the 
subject-. 

No further investigation Iss being conducted b y the Pittsburgh O ffice 



in this case in! the absence of specific le&ds« 

the only informants presently bejfog uti lised by tms pit i ce xo ^cover 

CP activities in West Virginia l&0trict | I and Pis trie t | | CP, 

covering West Virginia, comprise-approximately forty odd active 
members and operates without an # i>f f ids . Moreover, there ar£ no 
significant canters of iMn^ian population in West Virginia although 
there are scattered Hungarian groups at Morgan town, Fairmont and 
Weirton, West Virginia, ;^;p 

In the event information concerning the subjects whereabouts should / 
come to the attention of this office, the Hew York office will be ■• jA/- 
promptly advised , y 

Rue. /.;.;■;; 

cc : New York (10C-16$16) 



RD0:MJK 
100-9396 
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FEDEBAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION f y 
UNMfeD STATES DEPABTMENT OF JUSTICE * 



CC-150 



To: C01^IUNI(AtI0NS SECTION, 
Transmit the following message to: 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-2 0-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 

TAM/MLT/CLS 

S&C HM IGRK SBfTSKKgR ip, 1950 



jojw uwnm> ms$ is*c> icnt file oife hundred dash due sk fife one six* 
~^~~ - ,9&tf£ tc AX 

80FKMJ RBCE2t8& tSSTm mRifrStfttL DhTSD SKPtai8IR tO UF^TERlii^T ADVISII& 

V' 

BUT HR ' AS SKUAD FROM CF IR 4MKJARX ffl»STSlM FIFTY AND CH'*OH> * ITH 
BEIJJO QUOTE EMB'Y AGB8T OF IX3NG ST«fi)$B UJ5OU0TB, THAT HE IS BKADT At© 
1 TLL1M V >I?'K UT AWT SE8SWAMCM Tr GIf? FUItEST CQCBSWUPICW TO FBI BSf 
THAT DISCRETION BR 398D IK OOBTnCTIHG HIM. UUHK8 (MffB HIS ADDRESS AS 

rm si v» » raw: kjrt Washington avenue, HBMCRKirr, telephone ?;a tikee 



DASH KINS NMJQHT OHE ONE. M 



CsaSBI^TBLi FGh IHTBBflEr * ITH IAUTHER 



Sv 



Mr. Tolson. 
Mr, ciegg ^" 
Mr* OUvIH" 
Mr. Udd 
Mr. HietioXT" 
Mr. Rogan ~ 

Mr. Tracy 

*ir. gg m 
Mr. QurnM 
Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Uohr * 



Mr. P«mTSK55 

Mr. Quimi Ti l 

Tele. Roo m 

Mr. Noma 

Mlsf Onal y — 



f^ 



SENT VIA. 
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Report 

K"Letter / 
Enclosur e*^ 

^ ' (/ 
Dat ed 9°»y4^ /9.&~2 



to be sent to 



^- 




Date of Removal ^tM 




■ ■ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

^ " HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
u ,v. ; 'DATE 10-2 0-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 
;. ' TAM/MLT/CLS 

has been removed for Mr *J"^ 
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Synopsis 
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Thia is to be reiaoved from file upon the return of the item and 
forwarded to the Coordinator of Mail and Files 



Date y^^/— S ^Z^ Reiaoved by G| 




.4f$i0y}t 



File Number 
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My, Mttflt ■ . j^ 
4b. Icrfid _L- 

Mr, Clggg . . 

Mr. Gtovtii ■■ 

Mr. Nichols «*«— « - 

Mr. Hosen. «■ 

*"Mr. i TfcacT«* 

Mr. Hdnb© 
^Mk. Befaoal. 

Mr. Mohr ™ 
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JOHN LAUTNER, WAS., IS - C. BUFILE ONE HUNDRED - ONE SIX ONE SEVEN ^1 
SEVEN, REBUTEL SEPT EIGHTEENTH, FIFTY. SUBJ INTERVIEWED THIS DATE, 
FURNISHED PERSONAL BACKGROUND INFO. SUBJ COOPERATIVE AND VOLUNTARILY 
FURNISHED DETAILS AS TO HIS CP BACKGROUND WHICH IS SUMMARIZED.. LAUTNER 



JOINED CP TWENTY NINE, YORKVILLE, NY, 
WAS LATER 



WHO hi 

b7C| 



TWENTY NINEivAS ASSIGNED BY CP 



TO WORK WITH WORKERS INTERNATIONAL RELIEF IN NYC COLLECTING FUNDS FOR 
EAST OHIO MINERS THEN ON STRIKE. NINETEEN THIRTY s'UBJ ATTENDED NATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION TRAINING SCHOOL SET UP IN NYC, GRADUATED AND WAS ASSIGNED 
TO BUILD HUNGARIAN PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT IN DETROIT, MICHIGAN. t IN 
THIRTY ONE LAUTNER- WAS SENT TO CLEVELAND, OHIO BY CP AND WAS MADE 
SECREARTY OF THE CP IN CLEVELAND. SUBJ WAS ALSO REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
NATIONAL BUREAU IN CLEVELAND. SUBJ RETURNED NYC THIRTY TWO, ASSIGNED TO 
ORGANIZE NEW CP SECTION NO. EIGHTEEN ON WEST SIDE MANHATTAN. WORKED IN 
SECTION EIGHTEEN UNTIL APRIL THIRTY SIX. SUBJ THEN ASSIGNED BY CP TO 
ITS WEST VIRGINA HEADQUARTERS IN FAIRMOUNT, WEST VA. HEADQUARTERS, CP 
IN WEST VA. MOVED TCf CHARLESTON, W. VA. WHILE LAUTNER WAS THERE, 



LAUTNER BUILT CP T(f^OINT $gHERE CP 

X 

"/6 



ten 
^ »ssT RomDj/ s^ JIBED -4 *f m f 



IN 



END PAGE ONE 

4^' 
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PAGE TWO 



IN FORTY SUBJ RETURNED TO NYC TO ATTEND NATIONAL TRAINING SCHOOL. SUB J 
ASSIGNED TO INTERNATIONAL WORKERS ORDER FORTY ONE, BECAME CP, USA BUREAU 
SECRETARY OF HUNGARIAN COMMISSION, MAIN ACTIVITY WAS IN WAR EFFORT WITH 
HUNGARIANS, SUBJ SERVED IN US ARMY, FORTY TWO - FORTY FIVE. LAUTNER 
ASSIGNED BY NATIONAL COMMITTEE, CP, USA, TO BUILD HUNGARIAN TRADE UNION 
COMMITTEE. HUNGARIAN RELIEF BECAME MAIN PROBLEM. IN FORTY SEVEN SUBJ 
BECAME SECTION ORGANIZER AND REGIONAL DIRECTOR IN THE CHELSEA SECTION, CP, 
USA, NYC. FROM FORTY EIGHT TO JANUARY, FIFTY SUBJ APPOINTED CHAIRMAN 
NY STATE REVIEW COMMISSION. EXPELLED CP, USA, JANUARY SEVENTEENTH, 
FIFTY, ACCUSED OF BEING AGENT "6f CIA. INITIAL INTERVIEW WITH SUBJ 
CONDUCTED TO SECURE GENERAL OUTLINE OF SUBJECT-S CP ACTIVITIES.. 
INTERVIEW SCHEDULED SEPT TWENTY FIRST, NEXT.- WILL OBTAIN DETAILED INFO. 
CONCERNING SECRET PARTY APPARATUS, UNDERGROUND OPERATIONS, SECURITY 
METHODS OF CP, USA, AND IDENTIFICATION OF INDIVIDUALS CONNECTED WITH 
ABOVE. DETAILED LETTER WILL SET OUT RESULTS OF INTERVIEWS. TEL 
SUMMARY OF EACH INTERVIEW WILL BE FURNISHED BUREAU. 

SCHEIDT 
ACK AND HLD PLS 
NY R -73 WA LRP 
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■DECLASSIFIED BY 60309 AUG TAM/MLT/CLS 

.ON 10-2 6-2 05 
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;y,^, i95Q 



Director, FBI 



n jomri 



Rer JOHITLAUTNII^; with aliases j 
INTERNAL SSSIRITi -. C 
(Bureau FilV%QQ*l6l77) 




Dear Sir* 



- .v' ."*" '"■■ ■:•..;■: -i ■■ ■...;■ .\>*'fe4 

Ref ^ence is fade to Bureau teletype dated - September 18^ 1950> 
entitled, "JJGHN 1AUTNER, wasj INTEMfiL SECURITY - C ! S : in. which it was requested ./ - 

that LAlft^ ■" .- : '>^: : V '■■"' '■,^-?'' r; 

LAUTNER was intervi^fl^ in the New York" (^ 
1950, at whi<ih tteoe he* declared he hl^sevefe^a^ 

Party , USA. He declared the basis; for the; separation was |he ;f act that the Party 
considered him to be ah- agent of Central Intelligence ' Agendy b&ged upon clrctHs~ 
staniial evidence collected over a period of monthsy which was unknown tp r ;him» , 
His expulsion from the Party caused a "laent^l .shock" to him, and as he advisei, " 
since January 17, 195.©* when he was ex F^^^j he h ^ s constantly meditated upon; ; 
his present position and decided to assSiiPthe Bureau/ without reservation, in 
anv ** £fch& .JEfcPJft * I* 1 addition, LAUINER stated his emulsion caused his wifely. 

wr$™^^ teu^fta; ariH at the f)3r 0^nt- tame he believes s^ 

7ft r^ftfii d iti£- atil —Tllfew York* Gitjfd 



#5 






LAUTNER stated that since January, 19f0, he has reviewed his 
entire life* He has decided that the Party in his' life has been "God 11 , and 
that he has not been an individual since the time he took up the Party work 
in 1929* ^LAU'TNER continued that the Commxmist Party, in his estimation,," is 
cold, calculating* and ;l^umanj further, Ihsut^ his wife's act in believing th& 
Communist Painty Expulsion, namely,, that hfetfas an argent, of the CIA, was the 
clinch^^%^ht^j3^ proved to him that a Communist Painty member was not a 
"humanising" and coul(#&ot possibly be an individual* 

At tmdTOime LAUTNER brought out that his entire family; ar? 
devout Cat^l^f^, and iii Hungary he was a member of the Catholic Ghupah f He 
does not feel tii^t he is "ready at this time to re jpin : ..\thfe Cathblic tk^rch; that 






;b6 
^b7C 

. -si 



vJ 



he does not want to be a hj^pocrite, and that 
church will h^e to come in dua-time as. he-+1 

When asKed whether h# \w% 
furnished, LAUTNER stated that 
this time, but would take each 
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At the present time ^iprTNER advised, he is receiving Unemployment 
Compensation chegj^- which will run i^ough /the end; ot this year, and is residing 
with his brother/ FRANK s^£79 Fort ffehington Avenue, New York City. -./;' 

LAUTNER stated he was born .in Varbalanka, Hungary on January 1> 
1902, his father being jM^ TOER ,. and mother, MAR^ALOG^AtJTNER. He has 
three brothers j-FRANK, age'lM ^^f^ ^ a^^6, an d MICHAE^ age U7 , the latter: 
two of Youngst own. Ohio, and; two sisters f ii^^U^EaSK^ age k$ of Cleveland*, 



Ohio, and ISABEIi^CfflJN% a|e UG^bf ;Youngs!Swn, 'JSjffidV His mother, MART, : reaides 
with her daughter %SABEI3$ in Yourpt^, Ohio, ^ft was noted by the subject ihat 
the name JCOTl^^ J,h^^||- name he ever used in the United States, 

having been born and ! *hai4raliz^d r uri^r 1 that name # - 

At the age iff : sixteen months his :£$*tly came to the United States, 
on the »SS Kaiser lilhelm^^rm New York§^|; 

proceeded immediately to Mli^ssa, Pennsy!^iia in 190li* When he was.|our an^p v 
half/years of §.ge, the family moved to %^-an^y Pennsylvania, where ;Ki| .fa^fer , 
was a foreman & the mines 'Ihere^' After^ping' there a short tim^ th^ -J^a^iy came 
'to'.NewYork/pity. ■. ' - : .. ^ : \ ^ ' ■' ■ .;^* 

■< LAUTNER advised thSb ^p he ^w^^ tie whole fami3^ : 

went back to Hungary^^where he attertlii publjfc grammar school and high school, " -V-' 
and also a year and a half at the Teachers College in Munkacs. : ? . 

:>- : - ,'■ *■'■■ .' ' ■. Iti;' : V , v-"*- ■ ■■. . .:.'.,■ - , -. ■ ' .■ 

In Jtly> 1920, #6 fatfSly returned; to the United States ;pn the 
"SS Rotterdam*' f^qm Holland, and -proceeded to Youngstqwii, -Ohio, wheil* 'She addresser 
was Bordman Hoad> R;E^w #lt. . l^r- . '. "'*/'■ v""'^, . 
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• fS^: a period , of a^||p ari^a half> beginning in September, 19£0£#V; 

LAUTNER worked in the Republic IronTlmd S^ on pipes.' . 

in the tube mill* He y werfc to Cleveland J0$& short peribd of time; ^wfeere he ^ ; ';' 
worked as a paper hin|er. smd helper for^^ontraetor, mid then went icr Arizona v^r 
for a few moh^hs^ bul returned to Youngsrtown. in I$22V. He worked with his father :;-f' 
in that city in Construct^ a bricklayer for afeout six years, af ter ^iieli : f 

he went to Cleveland and then, Mi'^hB came to New York> joining Local 3li d|;-^^ " ; 
Bricklayers Onion in New-Ybrk C^jfe While in Ybung^tewn, MOTNER was r^urflflM '-"j 
in . 1925,;1in; the Carnmon Plfcas Court x t>ef ore Judge LY^JS, with the witne ; ^s§& -being •;*. 
: hi^ mother and brother fifestated he did^npt recall who his sponsor was -V;. 

Alter he came to New York he'^as employed as a bricklayer by the 0^ 
Tishman R§ al^Companj-, the f <$k>n ConstructMi; Company , and the Knickerbocker _ ^ -..^j 
Ice Company. In" 192?, when itere was no^^truotion work iv^ilable, he turn^i '■■,£, ■-> 
his union card into the union* but did *$$& jobs* ^V- 

of 1929, having met a group : ^^ i^Q. Kast^-Slst 1 

^Street , New Yorte Cit^; who , 'u^fe^j^ ' re^e^d;titHi : to^pih • the P arty. I I 

* ' those .re&M&m%i ^i -*»*■■■■- | at the Community 
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I for LAUTNER* According \o the .subject, I I fought with 
the Abraham Lincoln Brigade in Spain and was later ! I 

i l ;i 

LADTNER stated hi worked with the Workers -International Relief 
in 1929, collecting funds to aid miners pf East Ohio who were on strike at that 
time* In 1930 a National Organizational Training School was set up by the Con 
Party of New York City, and students from all over the eastern section of the United 
States attended this school* LAUTNER declared that, he attended the school, which 
was held at the old Communist Party buildffrg at Union Square, and the subjects 
taken up at the school, were basic Communist Party policies and doctrines, with the 
main emphasis being placed on the- dep is ions of the Sixth World Congress, Communist 
Party* The school lasted from Janu#y t hrough April, 1930, and after graduation, 
he was assigned to build up the Hungarian progressive mov ement in D etroit « arriving 
there in June of 1930, While in Deceit, he resided with I I Burdano Street, 
Detroit, and was in charge of the Hungarian paper, "Uj Elore", having been designated 
by the Hungarian National Bureau, New York City, a section of the Communist Party 
functioning under the National Language Department of the Communist Party, USA, He 
had been told that he would receive a subsidy from the Bureau, but this was never 
received, with the result he lived on money he received as a percentage for renewals 
and new subscriptions to the newspaper* 

In connection with his work in the Detroit area, LAUTNER stated 
that he was arrested in Flint, Michigan in July, 1930, where he was covering 
meetings of one^ORVATH, a Hungaria n communist from Akron, Ohio, He and H0RVATH 
were arrested iiiHhe meeting hall onJdTSTSITmt in Flint before the meeting 
' started, with the charge being suspicion or vagrancy* They were held for four 
days without charges, and were finally ordered out of Flint. 

In January, 1931> MmlEDACHT, the editor of "The Communist" at 
that time, came to Detroit with FRgWpygllNI, who worIc$d~in th§~N at ional Organization 
Department, Nationality Group, Comm&mst Party, USA. BEDAC^" suggested that LAUTNER 
go to Canada for three months to fight an ideological campaign there, and he went 
to Hamilton, Ontario, where he worked on the re-or^aniz^ion of the Communist Party 
with TB^BUCK, later moving to Toronto • \z 

It might be noted that LAUT^SR weni^&o CWiada through Niagara Falls, 
to Hamilton, and while there used the name of J0HIPL0VAS. He stated this was the 
only time he ever used any other name than JOHN LAUTNER. 

LAUTNER stated that soon after he moved to Toronto, the Communist 
Party was declared illegal in the Province of Ontario, but even so, a National 
Training School was organized there, consisting of twenty-five students, which 
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school ran for three months* LAUTNEB stated that BETTY^GANNETT was one of the 
instructors at this school. In addition, LAUTNER edited^and printed the "Canadian 
Hungarian Worker", the expenses for which were $100.00 a week* His income from 
the paper was $107.00 a week, leaving him $7.00 a week as an average amount to 
live on. 



LAUTNER advised that he w£s r in Canada until the fall of 1932, when 
he returned to New York City, where he lived on any job he could | get until he was 

While 
?ian Center, 
Lorraine Avenue, an individual who%|nt to the USSR in 193k, and to his knowledge, 
has not returned. ; T 



he returned to New York City, where he lived on any job he could get until I 
assigned to Cleveland, Ohio to work on the Hungarian newspaper^ feffi Elore". 
in Cleveland, he lived with JOSEPHS JES, manager of the West Side Hungariar 



While in Cleveland, ht^was made secretary to the Communist Party 
in that city, and was also the representative of the Hungarian National Bureau in 
Cleveland. 



^ 



He returned to New York City in 1933 and was no longer connected 
with the Hungarian National Bureau, but worked with his father, who was superintendent | 
of three apartment houses at 158th Street and Amsterdam Avenue, New York City, In 
193U he became the Section Organiser for a new section on the west side of Manhattan,, 
which was called Section 18, and was originally set up with sixty members. He worked 
in this section until April, 1936, during which period the membership increased to 
75>0. In 1936 he was assigned to the West Virginia Headquarters of the Communist 
Party in Fairmont;, West Virginia* Shortly thereafter, the headquarters of t he 
Party were moved to Charleston, West Virginia, where he received a $50.00 a month . 
subsidy from the National Office, Communist Party, USA, in New York City. LA UTNER 
stated t hat the Communist Party headquarters were set up in the law office of | ~| b6 

[ a member of J^^^munist Party, and the address was Box 92, Charleston, 
West Virginia. ~ ™ *"" "~ — ™— .«*-... 



b7C 



According to LAUTNER, it was the policy of the Communist Party 
in Charleston to gather into its ranks all of the old time Socialists in that 
city. He stated he built the Communist Party in West Virginia to a point where 
it was considered $n the ballot in I9U0, having been able to secure 11,000 
signatures on a petition requesting a place on the above-mentioned ballot. 
LAUTNER continued that the Dies Committee sent representatives into the mine 
fields of West Virginia, and were able to secure repudiations of numerous 
signatures, and that 200 court actions were brought against the petition signers 
in order to deter the Communist Party campaign* 




While in West Virginia, he'./^t I _^ j arTtmg&ffi- wir-EKf 
whom he lived until 19U0, and whom he marriM ^^iHoi^ffa^land in 19U0. Both 
of them came to New York to attend a Party convention, after which she remained 
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in New York City and he returned to Charleston. About lorn months after their 
marriage he secured an annulment, which |pok place around December^ 19U0. 

■■^STi" ' '.'■■■ 

IAUTHHK; stated he retting to New York City in 19l|0, and EARL 
BROWDER told him that the action of the Communist Party in West Virginia in 
the 19h0 elections, had spurred the-gommunist Pirty activity in the pther eastern 
states. LAUTMR recalled that ^^those assisting hm in West Virginia during 
this election campaign were ELIZ^pH GIMfi^LYW, ARNC^WpHNSON, A. J^bRJSfB, 
and JME^feORD among others, v A ^V '^ 

When he arrived in New York &ity in 19li0> he was aent to a National 
training School, "which was held in various locations in New York 1 City, and ran from 
^January to May I. 19Ul« Eight people attended t his school* amon g them beinf 
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LADS&R advised that in 19M there jhad developed a dispute in the 
International Workers Order between S^Effil^ "MAX BEDACHT. BEDACHT 
wanted to - Americanize the IiflFO, but BElfeEAMlN was- opposed to this* The National 
Committee, Communist Party. USA, decided, according to LAUJHgR, to send someone 
into the BTO td straighten out these difficulties. Consequently, MUT$ER; was 
appointed Secretary pf the Hungarian Commission of the IWO, and he was also in 
the Hungarian Commission, Com munist Party,,JIfA » Among those who wer^ sent i nto 



the IWO at various 'times were | Z} FHEB MMINI and ! ]* 

LAUTNER r S appointment tofk place in: Pebruitff 19&2 , and his main adt&vity in ;; 
the IWO was in the war effort with "the Hungarians* 

In October, 191*2, LAUTNER was inducted into the United States 
Army, serving with Army Intelligence in Bari, Italy^ as a monitor and broadcaster 
in Hungarian matters* He was honorably discharged, in the spring of I9h$, and in 
the fall of 19itS, was assigned'^ the National Copsittee, Communist Party, USA 
to build a Hungarian Trade Union Committed His main purpose was to make the 
"Hungarian Daily Journal" the spokesman #|| the Communist Party. In addition, 
-«mga3rian relief became of prime important, and JiU£BS*USTia of the UE, LOUIS 
i?f%gINSTOCK of the Painters Union, .and 1AUTNER were put on the Board of the 
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National Bureau of Hungarian Relief* However, due to a report written by 
LAUTNER, in which he set forth the policies of the Communist Party as to relief, 
the three of them were expelled from this National Bureau in 19U7 • He was then 
assigned to be Section Organizer and Regional Director of the Chelsea Section 
of the Communist Party, USA, New York City* , 

LAUTNER interposed that in I9J46 he had an intermediate assignment 
to the Building Trades Section of New York County as an organizer for about five 
or six months, but was taken off thjs due to pressure of other work* 

In I9I4.8 he wag assigned as press- dire ctor for the "Daily Worker", 



having been recommended by 



m . ], which job he only held for 

three or four months due to a l&rge amount 'of other work he had to do* He was 
then appointed chairman of the New York State Review Commission, and was also a 
member of the National Review Commission, Communist Party, USA, in charge of 
security. He received a salary of $60#0Q a week, from which was deducted his 
Social Security and Unemployment Insurance . At this time he did not belong t o 



any particular Communist Party branch, but paid his 
a member at large • 



.#00 dues to 



t \ 
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With regard to t|fc State Review Commission, LAUTNER advised it 
was composed of the fol lowi ng members, inc luding himself:: CQMSTANTINfflfaBDZI, 
I 1 and ! I These appointments were made by the 

New'jbrk S tate Sebretariat/commuriist Party, which consisted of ROBEIft^OMPSON, 
I H and BILlSWQRMAN* The purpose of the Review Commission, according to 

LAUTNER, was to caWy out and safeguard the political, moral and physical aspects 
of the Party membership, and was considered to be an arm of the State Secretariat* 
He mentioned in part the disciplinary actions which were necessary to be taken 
against the Franklin group, the PR group, the Bill Dunn faction, the Earl Browder 
case, and similar "Trotskyite" phases* Another important activity on the part 
of the Review Commission was th^ struggle against white chauvinism which effected 
the whole Party* 
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LAipiER advised that up until January, 1 950s ALEXAND Ej 

was ^ai^man j^LM?..Jgtionn.1 RftviftW nnmmit,t,ftg*/but. that I "1 1 , 

at the/present! 3me* Thai ,. , I while trf e^ remaining members are 

J L0U3^felNSTQCK/ . " ' CGNSTANTINE R^ 21 and 

I r XlAUTMR hiiifs^Blf was a member of this committee, but his 

main work wa«l ^>eing chairman' of the New York State Review Committee* 

On January 17, 1950, LAUTNER was expelled from the Party* Up to 
the present time LAUTNER has made no mention of remuneration; however, the New York 
Office is giving consideration to thi^&atter in the event he requests compensation, 
at which time the Bureau will be advi&J|d« 
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During the course q|^1subsequent interviews, detailed information 
will be secured from JATOJER concerning the various departments of the Conmmnist 
Party, USA, together with his knowledge of the organization set»up of the Part^ 
as an illegal organization in this .comtiy* 



Very truly yours, 




EDWARD SCHEIDT 

Special Agent in Charge 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-20-2005 BY 60309 AUG 

. , TAM/MLT/CLS 

WASHINGTON 39 FROM NE^ iukj\ k. ***v i 



UmiECTo: 




URGENT 



rrr 



<.. 



IRECTOR 

% 
JOHN LAUTNER, .WAS, IS - C. RENYTEL SEPT. TWENTYONE, FIFTY. SUBJ INTER- 
VIEWED THIS DATE, FURNISHED CONSIDERABLE DETAILED INFO CONCERNING SECURI 
TY OF NY HEADQUARTERS , CPUSA. THIS INFO BEING SUBMITTED BY CONFIDENTIAL 
LETTER. SERIES OF INTERVIEWS INSTITUTED THIS DATE RE ILLEGAL PARTY 
ORGANISATION AND TOP FUNCTIONARIES OF CP WHO INSTIGATED UNDERGROUND 
PROGRAM IN MID NINETEEN FORTY EIGHTRECORDED - 27 

SCHEIDT SEP^v:; 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 10-26-2005 BY 60309 AUG 
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WASHINGTON FROM NEW YORK 46- 21 **-30P 
IIRECTOR URGENT 

I 
JOHN LAUTNER, WAS,, IS - C BUFILE ONE HUNDRED DASH ONE SIX ONE 

SEVEN SEVEN. RE NY TEL SEPT. TWENTIETH FIFTY, SUB JECT REINTERVIE WED 

THIS DATE. FURNISHED INFORMATION CONCERNING ALTERNATE NATIONAL C( 

ITTEE, ALTERNATE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE AND PROBABLE MEMBERS OF 

COMMITTEES* SUBJECT SUBMITTED CHART SHOWING UNDERGROUND ORGANIZATION 

OF CP AS PLANNED IN FALL OF NINETEEN FORTY NINE, LAUTNER ADVISED 

POSSIBLE 



THAT ONE 



AND ONE 




ALSO KNOWN AS, 



in 



DEFECTEES, ALSO THAT CP WAS SUSPICIOUS OF FOLLOWING CP MEMBERS AS 

— -— = • — ** — s- 



s^U I I 



POSSIBLE FBI INFORMANTS, 



ill 



SUBJECT SUBMITTED NAMES OF INDIVIDUALS HANDLING CP SECURITY 
MEASURES NYC, ALSO ADVISED METHOD^^LOYED E^CJ TO ^URESECU 
AT MEETINGS AND AT CP HEADQUARTERS, NYC, LAUTNER TO BE REfNTERV 
SEPT. TWENTYSECOND FIFTY, DETAILED LETTER WILL FOLLOW, 
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Uniteft §tatea department of ifu&tice 

New York 7, New York 

DECLASSIFIED BY 603 9 AUG TAM/MLT/CLS 
ON 10-2 0-2 05 ft 



Director, FBI 



I BE* JOHnQaUBOR ,ma. 

INTERNAL SECmiTY - C 
(Bureau Fil* 2D0-16177) 












Iij C jvi 

V ^- a 
Ki Tiacf„ 

Mt Mohr __* 
'6ie Toon 
Kr Hftiee 



Dear Sir: 

As the Bureau i$ mware^ the subject has been located and inter- 
viewed, through thes« inter vi ewe it has been ascertained that the subject 
h&5 not been in contact with Communist Party member^ ijfence January 17, 1950, 
at which time he was expelled from t|^ Communist P&rt|^ 0. S. A., accused 
of being M an eneagr $g#st«. The reaj^tSMr of these intelv&gws with the aub- 
ject have been forwarded to the Bum 



In view of the above, subject is no longer considered a key figure, 
and tins case will b$ carried in a Closed Status. f 

The Bureau is requested to authorise cancellation of the subject's 
Security Ifedex Card* 

? 1fery truly yo&rs 
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cc: 66-3901 
100-96-900 
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INFORMATION FURNISHED BY NY CIND FIVE EIGHT EIGHT. RENYTEL SEPTE 



TWENTYEIGHT, FIVE 2ER0 EIGHT AM. MAKE FOLLOWING CORRECTIONS. PACE 
TWO, LINE THREE, "IT WAS OBVIOUS TO THE INFORMANT THAT WILLIAMSON 
WAS MUCH CONCERNED ABOUT J. PETERS TROUBLE PRIOR TO HIS LEAVING THE 
U.S." LINE SIXTEEN, "SUBSEQUENT TO THE TIME OF HIS DETROIT ACTIVITIES." 
PAGE THREE, LINES EIGHT, TEN AND ELEVEN, SUBSTITUTE NAME J« PETERS 
FOR 




PAGE SIX, LINE FIVE, "CHESTER FURTHER INDICATED TO b?c 
INFORMANT THAT BROTHMAN WAS GOING TO SWITZERLAND /NINETEEN FORTYNINE/ 
AND UPON HIS RETURN WOULD MAKE A SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
PARTY."' PAGE EIGHT, LINE SIX, "HE RECOGNIZED THE PHOTOGRAPH OF MOISCHE 
STERN AS GENERAL EMIL KLAEBER." PAGE NINE, LINE FOUR, "HE STATED THAT 
WHENEVER A PERSON ENTERED NELSON-S OFFICE." 
SCHEIDT 



END 
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'/INFO FURNISHED BY NY CIND FIVE EIGHT EIGHT. IN FT INTERVIEWED THIS DA 
< NYO RE KNOWLEDGE OF ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES. H AS NO INFO RE ACTT VITHS 
OF SOVIET INTELLIGENCE SERVICES IN THE U. S. HAS NO SPECIFIC IN£ 
RE THE CP APPARATUS NOR EXTENT THE CP IS UTILIZED BY SOVIET INTEj 
HAS NO TWFQ PF ANY CP CONNECTION WITH. COMINTERN APPARATUS. HAS NO INFO 
\ RE_CP_£QHMECTIQN-.tfI.TH EMBASSY OR CONSULATES OR ANY PARTY ORGANI 

OF SOVIET INTELLIGENCE. HAS NO SPECIFIC INFO RE COVER COMPANIES OF C. 

— - ■■ •• ~ ■■-"'■ ,._i-'T,''~^ 

j t HOWEVER IT IS_ HIS OPINION THAT WILLIE WEINER, NATIONAL CP FINANCIAL 




HEAD, MAY OPERATE SOME COVER COMPANIES.. INFO RE THIS IS SET 
OUT IN SEPARATE TEL. HAS NO INFO RE ANY CP INTELLIGENCE A 



d,. 



iGENTSl^^.^j 

r th# ' 




UN. IN THIS CONNECTION HE STATES THAT ANY CP MEMBERS EMPLOYED AT 
UN AUTOMATICALLY BECOME MEMBERS AT LARGE. ADVISED THAT DURING THE 'BROW* 
DER REGIME, BROWDER HIMSELF WAS THE LIAIS0N BETWEEN THE CP UNDERGROUND 
AND THE OPEN PARTY. ROY^fUDSON OR JAC^TACHEL MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN ACTIVE 
-IN THIS REGARD DURING THIS PERIOD INASMUCH AS THEY WERE THE CLOSEST 
INDIVIDUALS TO BROWDER. SINCE THE BROWDER PERIOD, THE INFT B ELIEVE S 
THAT JMnMxWILLIAMSON TO BE THE PARJUf "FUNCTIONARY W) A^JS ASLIAISON 
BETWEEN THE fa> UNDERGROUND AND THE'CP OPEN PWTY AND TO Smi™ 
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END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 



EXTENT.. ALSO JAC1#LING . CP FUNCTIONARY. INFT STATES THAT WILLIAMSON 
WAS VERY CLOSE TO JA^fPETERS, THAT WILLIAMSON WAS WELL AWARE OF PETERS- 
ACTIVITIES. IT WAS OBVIOUS TO THE INFT THAT WILLIAMSON WAS MUCH CON- 
•^ . / - - 



CERNED-W-IIH 4AY PETERS* DURING THIS PERIOD 

WAS WITH WILLIAMSON DAILY. ON ONE OCCASION WILLIAMSON ASKED THE INFT 



IF HE KNEW ANYBODY TRAVELLING TO SOUTH AMERICA. THE INFT HAD NO OTH 



INFO RE THIS INCIDENT. THE INFT RECALLED THAT 

DISTRICT FUNCTIONARY IN NYC IN THIRTY. AT THAT TIME JAY PETERS W 

TOOK 



CP ORGANIZER IN NYC. ACCORDING TO THE INFT 



AWAY FROM HIM AND A TERRIFIC FIGHT ENSUED BETWEEN 

WENT TO DETROIT WHERE HE ACTED 



AND PETERS. IMMED THEREAFTER 




% 






AS DISTRICT ORGANIZER. WHILE IN DETROIT HE TOOK AN ACTIVE PART IN THE 
QUOTE FORD HUNGER MARCH UNQUOTE AND WAS THEREAFTER INDICTED. 



SKIPPED AND IMMED WENT UNDERCOVER. ACCORDING TO THE INFT, IT WAS 
PREVAILING GOSSIP IN THIRTY FIVE OR SIX THAT | | WAS THE AMERICAN 
REPR^MI^XlgLJIJ l ..£^P^£' AT-WEyJIME OF' HIS DETROIT ACTIVITIES, 

TOOK NO OPEN PART IN CP ACTIVITIES EXCEPT TO TEACH IN A SMALL 

, NY. IN FORTY ONE | | GAVE LECT- 

II 



URES ON CHINA AT THE CP NATIONAL TRAINING SCHOOL. 
FORTY NINE, 



TOLD THE INFT THAT 



SPRI NG J3F 
HAD BECOME A 



PACE THREE 



TITOITE AND HAD LE FT, THEJLu^^F OR YUGO SLOVIA. THE INFT DISCUSSED THIS 
MATTER WITH BETTY GANETT, NATIONAL EDUCATION DIRECTOR* CP » 
GANETT DISMISSED THE RUMOR ABRUPTLY AND TOLD THE INFT TO QUOTE FORGET 
ABOUT IT UNQUOTE. ON THE BASIS OF BETTY GANETT-S REACTION, THE INFOR- 
MANT HAD THE IMPRESSION THAT THIS WAS A FALSE RUMOR AND THAT I IwAS 



ACTUALLY SENT TO YUGOSLOVIA AS A QUOTE PLANT UNQUOTE. THE INFT HAS 

N9 INFO RE AMy p^gpnpj PTW^g THAT WERE OPERATING IN CONNECTION WITH THE 

i ■- & ' , O b6 

CP, BUT CITED THE CASE OF 



^P^^HMSSM 



AS AN INDLATION AS TO HOW CP 



b7C 



MEMBERS WOULD BE SU CCESSFUL IN LEAVING THE U. S. HE STATED THAT IN THE 
CASE OF; HE WENT TO THE HUNGARIAN COUNSEL AND OBTAINED A 

PASSPORT FROM THE CONSULATE INDICATING THAt | | WAS A SUB J OF THE 
COUNTRY. HE SAID THAT' TJUSJJOULD POSSIBLY BE DONE WITH ARRANGEMENTS 
WITH OTHER CONSULATES. HE SAID HOWEVER ANY ARRANGEMENTS WITH THESE 
CONSULATES WOULD HAVE TO BE EFFECTED THROUGH HIGH FUNCTIONARIES AT THE 
CP HEADQUARTERS, SUCH AS EUGEN$UENNIS OR JOHNNY WILLIAMSON. THE INFT 
STATED THAT HE HAD NO INFO RE ANY SPECIFI C INSTANCE OF MONEY HAVING BEEN 
FURNISHED TO A CP MEMBER TO LEAVE THE U. S, SURREPTITIOUSLY. HE STATED 
THAT HE DID NOT KNOW THE IDENTITY OF THE CP FUNCTIONARY WHO WOULD 
FURNISH MONEY FOR THIS PURPOSE. HE WAS CONVINCED HOWEVER THAT SUCH 
A TRANSACTION WOULD HAVE TO BE CLEARED THROUGH- EUGENE DENNIS. THE 
INFT STATED THAT HE HAD NO SPECIFIC INFO RE THE USE BY THE CP OF 
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PEBSONAL COURIERS^WITH FOREIGN COUNTRIES. HE STATED HOWEVER TH^T THE 
PARTY UNDOUBTEDLY USED CP FUNCTIONARIES AND SYMPATHIZERS AS COURIERS IN 
THIS REGARD. HE ALSO STATED THAT SEAMEN WERE USED EXTENSIVELY BYJTJJE 
PARTY FOR ALL PURPOSES., THE INFT STATED THAT HE HAD N£ KNOWLEDGE RE 
ANY CONNECTION OF THE AMTORY TRADING CORP. WITH THE CP IN THE MATTER 
OF ESPIONAGE. HE HAD NO INFO RE THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS BY AMTORG 
THROUGH THE PARTY TO ESPIONAGE AGENTS. THE INFT STATED THAT ALL 
PE OP LE WHO WORKED FOR AMTORfr IN THE EARLY THIRTIES WERE CUT OFF FROM THE 
PARTY AND BECAME MEMBERS AT LARGE, HE STATED HOWEVER THAT ISADORE 
NEJCPLEMAE, ...SOKLUNTI.L RECENTLY WAS CONNECTED WITH THE AMTORY TRACING 
CORPORATION AS COUNSEL, MUST HAVE BEEN IN QUOTE ON A LOT OF DEALS 
UNQUOTE. NEEDLEMAN HAD FREQUENT CONTACT WITH THE CP OTHER THEN 
THAT. THE INFT STATED THAT WHEN NEEDLEMAN-S NAME CAME OUT IN 
THE 
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:ASE. AS.. HAVING. BEEN SUSPECTED OF FURNISHING INFO TO THE 
GOVERNMENT, SUSPICION WAS IMMED CAST ON NEEDLEMAN BY THE CP FUNCTION- 
ARIES. HE STATED THAT THJS_MAJ ;jBEJTHE REASON FOR NEEDLEMAN-S CONNECTION 
I WITH THE AMTORY TRADING CORP. HAVING BEEN SEVERED*- HE STATED HOWEVER 
THAT THERE WAS ALSO A POSSIBILITY THAT NEEDLEMAN HAD A FEAR THAT HE 
MIGHT BE PROSECUTED UNDER THE REGISTRATION ACT. THE INFT ALSO STATED 
THAT HE HEARD FROM THE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR^ QUEENS COUNTY CP, WHOSE 
NAME HE COULD NOT RECALL, THAT 



HAD A BROTHER OR A FIRST COUSIN 
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WHO WAS A CP MEMBER AMU -THAI ..WHEN THE]- 



CASE BROKE, THIS 



INDIVIDUAL .WENTJCflJEHE.. .MEMBERSttlP- BIBECXOB AMJ) EE.SUESTED ADVICE A'S^TO 
WHAT HE SHOULD DO ABOUT HIS PARTY MEMBERSHIP. THE MATTER WAS 
DISCUSSED AT CP _ HEADftUAEIEES AND THE DECISION WAS THAT JHI§ 
INDIVIDUAL SHOULD DROP OUT OF THE PARTY. THE INFT ADVISED THAT ABE 
BROTHMAN WAS NOT IN A BRANCH BUT WAS A MEMBER AT LARGE. HE WAS 



b6 
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RESPONSIBLE TO BERNIE CHESTER DURING THE WAR YEARS AND SUBSEQUENTLY 
10 | | IN THIS CONNECTION THE INFT STATED THAT HE RECALLED ONE 

' 'FNU, AND ANOTHER UNKNOWN GIRL, WHO WERE 



INCIDENT WHERE ONE 



ACTIVE IN THE HETTI LAPATINE CLUB IN THE CHELSEA AREA BRANCH OF THE 

CP, INVITED BROTHMAN TO A BRANCH MEETING IN FORTY EIGHT AT WHICH MEETING 

BROTHMAN ATTACKED THE PARTY AND DEFENDED EARL/bROWDER. IN FORTY EIGHT 



AT THE NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE CP THESE TWO GIRLS INTRODUCED A RESOLU- 



TION THAT WAS CRITICAL OF THE PARTY LEADERSHIP. IN THE SPRING OF 
FORTY NINE THESE TWO GIRLS WERE NOT REGISTERED BY THE PARTY AND BROTHMAN 
WANTED TO COMPOSE HIS DIFFERENCES EITH THE PARTY, HE THEREFORE SENT AN 
U NKNOWN EM ISSAflLAMft-ISABORE NEIDLEMAN TO PARTY HEADQUARTERS TO SEE 
CHESTER AND PLEAD WITH CHESTER TO GO TO BROTHMAN-S HOME TO SETTLE 
THE DIFFERENCES. AFTER SOME HESITATION CHESTER ACQUIESCED AND, ACCORD- 
ING TO THE INFT, THE MATTER MUST HAVE BEEN SMOOTHED OVER BECAUSE NO 
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FURTHER ACTION WAS TAKEN AGAINSJ/BROTHMAN. THIS INFO WAS FURNISHED 
TO THE INFT BY CHESTER. CHESTER FURTHER INDICATED THAT BROTHMAN WAS 
ONE OF THE BEST PLASTIC CHEMISTS IN THE COUNTRY AND HE HAD HELPED 
THE CP MOVEMENT CONSIDERABLY. HE INDK^I£ILJMLBROTHMAN HAD 



PREVIOUSLY CONTRIBUTED FMD£JTO JHE PARTY. CHEST I R FURTHER INDICATED TO 

m INFT THAT BROTHMAN WfitffcfcSe TO SWITZERLAND. AND UPON HIS RETURN 

. ■ i .- .-, ■ . - ' Tt '■■"■• ■■"■ 

WOULD MAKE A SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTION TO THE PARTY. CHESTER FURTHER 
TOLD THE INFT THAT BROTHAMN WAS NOT A FIRM INDIVIDUAL, THAT HE WAS 
JITTERY ALL THE TIME. FOR EXAMPLE HE TOLD THE INFT OF AN INCIDENT 
IN FORTY FOUR OR FORTY FIVE IN A RESTAURANT IN NYC WHEN BORTHMAN 
WAS GIVING SOMETHING TO CHESTER AND AT THAT MOMENT A FLASHBULB WENT OFF 
IN THE ROOM. BROTHMAN WAS WORRIED THJ A PHOTO MIGHT HAVE BEEN TAKEN OF 
THEM. THE INFT FURTHER STATED THAT CHESTER WAS DEFINITELY CONNECTED 
,WITH JACOB GOLOS. THE INFT ADVISED THAT IN FORTY ONE WHILE ATTENDING 
NATIONAL CP TRAINING SCHOOL ONE OF THE LECTURERS WAS AN UNKNOWN PROFESSOR | 
OF CHEMISTRY AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY. HIS SUBJ WAS DIALETICS OF NATURE. 
THIS PROFESSOR BRAGGED TO THE CLASS HOW HE FREQUENTLY MADE TRIPS TO THE 
GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY AT SCHNECTADY, NY, TO WORK ON THE SMASHING OF 
THE ATOMS. THE INFT STATED THAT THIS INDIVIDUAL MUST HAVE BEEN A 
PARTY MEMBER IN ORDER TO TEACH IN THIS SCHOOL. AS TO SECRET ASSIGN- 

I ") ' 7 • V 



I + -1 iv, 
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MENTS OF PARTY MEMBERS, THE INFT RECALLED THAT A YALE GRADUATE SPENT 
SEVERAL YEARS IN SOUTH AMERICA, EITHER IN BRAZIL OR ARGENTINA, IN CP 
WORK FROM THIRTY FIVE OR THIRTY SIX. THIS INDIVIDUAL IN THE EARLY 
THIRTIES WAS THE EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR OF THE CONNECTICUT CP UNDER 

HE STATED THAT BEFORE GOING TO S. A. THIS INDIVIDUAL SPENT 



SOMETIME ON THE NINTH FLOOR AT CP HEADQUARTERS. HE WAS CONSIDERED 
A VERY VALUABLE PERSON. HE STATED THAT HE HAS RETURNED TO THE U. S. 
AND HAS FOR SEVERAL YEARS BEEN QUOTE OUT OF THE PICTURE UNQUOTE. 
THIS INDIVIDUAL IS APPARENTLY PRESENTLY A RESPECTABLE BUSINESSMAN IN 
NYC. HOWEVER THE INFT SUSPECTS THAT HE IS NOW INVOLVED IN UNDERCOVER 
WORK FOR THE CP. HE STATED THAT HE CONTINUES TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH CP 
MEMBERS, PARTICULARY 
AND WITH ON ' 
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FUNCTIONARY, QUEENS COUNTY CP, 



c 



LNU, AND THE LATTER-S WIFE. 



ROTOGRAPH COMPANY, NYC, A CP OWNED PRINTING FIRM. PARENTHESIS THIS 
COMPANY IN TEL DATED SEPT TWENTY FIVE LAST WAS ERRONEOUSLY REFERRED TO 
AS ROTOCRAFT PARENTHESIS. PHOTOGRAPHS OF SEVERAL ESPIONAGE SUBJECTS IN 
THE NYO WERE EXHIBITED TO THE INFT AND IN MOST INSTANCES THE INFT FAILED 
TO RECOGNIZE THESE INDIVIDUALS. HOWEVER, HE INDICATED THAT HE DEFINITE- 



LY RECOGNIZED THE PHOTOGRAPH OF MORTONNSOBELLj CONNECTING HIM WITH THE 



)nXsc 
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COMMUNIST MOVEMENT IN THE THIRTIES. HE COULD NOT FURTHER PLACE SOBELL 

. ^_ 

IN THIS MOVEMENT. HE INDICATED THAT THE PHOTOGRAPH OF 



=¥ 



bo 



WAS VERY FAMILIAR, PLACING HER IN THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT IN THE LOWER b7( 

fitfif-^ * L 

EAST SIDE, NYC. PHOTOGRAPHS^ OT 



WERE FAMILIAR TO THE INFT. HE COULD FURNISH NO INFO RE THEIR\ACTIVITIES. 
HE RECOGNIZED THE PHOTOGRAPH OF MOIS CHE>(STERN AS GERNA L ' 
THE INFT STATED THAT HE BELIEVED HE SAW KLABER IN CANADA EITHER IN 
THIRTY ONE OR THIRTY TWO. DURING THAT PERIOD THE INFT WAS ENGAGED IN 
CP WORK IN CANADA. THE INFT STATED THAT WHEN STEVE NELSON RETURNED 



TO THE U. S. AFTER A DISTINGUISHED RECORD IN THE SPANISH WAR, HE WAS 
IMMED PLACED ON THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE BY EARL-BROWDEE*, HE SUBSEQUENTLY 
WAS DESIGNATED TO ACT AS PARTY ORGANIZER IN OAKLAND CALIFORNIA. THE 
INFT W AS OF T HE OPINION THAT THIS POSITION WAS A MOST INSIGNIFICANT 
PARTY JOB FOR A MAN OF THE ABILITY OF NELSON. HE WAS OF THE BELIEF 
THAT THERE WAS GOOD RE4S5N FOR. THIS, AFTER EARL BROWDER WAS DEPOSED, 
NELSON WAS CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH WILLIAMSON AND EUGENE DENNIS. HE 
BECAME THE HEAD OF THE NATIONALITY GROUP, CP, AND WAS PARTICULARYL 



INTERESTED IN THE YUGOSLAV SITUATION. THE INFT HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF ANY 



CONNECTION OF NELSON WITH 



b6 



HE ASSUMED, HOWEVER, THAT NELS0Nb7c 
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PAGE NINE 



• 



WAS AWARE OF 



LOCATION IN WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NY. THE INFT b?c 



RECALLED ON ONE OCCASION WHEN IN NELSON-S OFFICE, A SEAMAN BROUGHT A 
BATCH OF PAPERS TO NELSON FROM JAPAN. THEY WERE JAPANESE CP NEWSPAPERS. 
HE STATED THAT WHENEVER A PERSON ENTERED JEWS- OFFICE, HE IMMED PUT 
HIS TELEPHONE IN HIS DESK DRAWER AS A SECURITY MEASURE. 
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INFO .FURNISHED BY NY CIMF FlVEJilfiUI-XlGilT.. INFT INTERVIEW!) THIS DATS 
EYC RE ENOFLEDGE OF ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES. HAS NO INFO RF ACTIVITIES 
OF SOVIET INTELLIGENCE SERVICES If! THE' U. S. 1 'IAS NO SPECIFIC INFO 
RE FEE Ci' APPARATUS NCR EXTENT THE CF IS UTILIZER BY SOVIET INTELLIGENCE. 
HAS NO INFO RE ANY C" CONNECTION FITH COMINTERN Ai TARATUS. HAS NO INFO 



P Hi- 



CONNECTION FITH EMBASSY OF CONSULATES OR ANY FAPTY ORGANIZERS. 



OF SOVIET INTELLIGENCE. HAS NO SPECIFIC INFO RE COVER COrFANTFS CF C . 
HOWEVER IT IS HIS OPINION THAT WILLIE WEINFR, NATIONAL CF FINANCIAL 
HEAD, NAY OPERATE SONE COVER CONEANIES. INFO RE THIS IS SET 
OUT IN SEPARATE TEL. HAS NO INFO RF ANY CF INTELLIGENCE AGENTS IN 
UN. IN THIS' CONNECTION HE STATES THAT ANY CF NEM3ERS PTF LOYFR .AT THE 
UN AUTOMATICALLY 3EC0HE MEMBERS AT LARGE. ADVISER THAT DURING THE ERCF T - 
DER REGINE, 3ROWDER HIMSELF FAS THE LIAISON BETWEEN THE CF UNDERGROUND 
AND THE Oi EN ARTY. ROY HUDSON OR JACK STACHEL NAY ALSO HAVE J EN ACTIV r ; 
IE THIS REGARD DURING THIS PERIOD INASMUCH AS THEY WERE . TH ■ CLOSEST 
INDIVIDUALS TO BROWDER. SINCE THE BROADER FERIOD, THE INFT RELIEVES 
THAT JOHNNY FILLIAMSOM TO DIP THE PARTY FUNCTIONARY FHO ACTS AS LIAISON 

,e-:tf.e: 



""if^ ^ T 



HID PAGE ONE 



UNDERGROUND AND TEE CF OPEN PARTY AND TO SO 







tyfcl 



PACE TWO 



• . ' bo 

■ - • b7C 

EXTENT ALSO JACK KLING, CF FUNCTIONARY* INFT STATES THAT WILLIAMSON 
WAS VERY CLOSE TO JAY PETERS, THAT. WILLIAMSON WAS WELL AWARE OF PETERS- 
ACTIVITIES, IT WAS OBVIOUS TC THE INFT THAT WILLIAMSON HAS MUCH COM- 
GERMED ^SfT-Sffy PETERS A DURING THIS PERIOD 



WAS WITH WILLIAMSON DAILY. ON- ONE OCCASION WILLIAMSON ASKED THE INFT 
IF HE KNEW ANYBODY TRAVELLING TC SOUTH AMERICA. THE INFT HAD NO OTHER 

3ECANE A 



INFO RE THIS INCIDENT. THE INFT RECALLED THAT 

DISTRICT FUNCTIONARY IN HYC IN THIRTY. AT THAT TINE JAY PETERS FAS A 

CE ORGANIZER IN NYC. ACCORDING TO THE INFT," 



TOOK 



AWAY FROM HIM AND A TERRIFIC FIGHT ENSUED EE'TWEEN 

WENT TO DETROIT WHEE-" Ui ACTED 



IMNED THEREAFTER 



AS DISTRICT ORGANIZER. WHILE IN DETROIT HE TOOK AN ACTIVE PART IN TH 
.QUOTE FORD HUNGER MARCH UNQUOTE AND WAS THEREAFTER INDICTED. 



SKIPPED AND IMNED WENT UNDERCOVER. , ACCORDING TO THE INFT, IT PAS 

IWAS THE AMERICAN 



PREVAILING GOSSIP IN THIRTY FIVE OR SIX THAT 

fuotifoifirTh l 1 

REPRESENTATIVE IN CANADA. «T THE TINE OF HIS DETROIT ACTIVITIES, 

A 



TOOK NO OPEN PART IN CF ACTIVITIES EXCEFT TO TEACH IN A SPALL 

NY. IN FORTY ONE I ' 



ARTY SCHOOL IN 



IIRES ON CHINA AT THE - CF NATIONAL TRAINING SCHOOL, 
FORTY NINE, 



"F7F 



TOLD THE INFT THAT 



| | GAVE LECT- 
IN THE 'SPRING OF 
I HAD BEGONE A 



*f <.««««* Pin <V.y. T%<-, ?/K/r«, /•*/*/**. 



END PAGE TWO 



gm77 ht tni} t **-, 



s#- 



PAGE THREE 



b6 
b7C 



TITOITE AND HAD LEFT THE U. S. FOB^pSOSLOVIA, THE INFT DISCUSS ED THIS 
HATTER WITH BETTY GANETT, NATIONAL EDUCATION DIRECTOR* CP » 
GANETT DISMISSED THE RUMOR ABRUPTLY AND, TOLD THE INFT TO CUOTE FORGET 
ABOUT IT UNQUOTE. ON THE BASIS OF BETTY GANETT-S REACTION, TIE INFOR- 
MANT HAD THE IMPRESSION THAT THIS WAS A FALSE RUMOR AND THA ^ 



WAS 



ACTUALLY SENT TO YUGOSLOVIA AS A QUOTE PLANT UNQUOTE. THE INFT HAS 
NO INFO' RE ANY PASSPORT RINGS THAT NER r OPERATING IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
/CE, BUT CITED THE CASE OF 



$ 



AS AN INDLATION AS TO HOE CF 



\ MEMBERS WOULD BE SUCCESSFUL IN LEAVING THE U, S. HE STATED THAT IN THE 
3T Hnns 



/ CASE 



OF 



HE WENT TO THE HUNGARIAN COUNCIL AND OBTAINED A 

D7AS A SUBJ CF THE 



» PASSPORT FROM THE CONSULATE INDICATING THAT 

COUNTRY.. HE SAID .THAT THIS COULD POSSIBLY BE .DONE WITH ARRANGEMENTS' 

WITH OTHER CONSULATES. HE SAID HOWEVER ANY ARRANGEMENTS WITH THESE 

CONSULATES WOULD HAVE TO 3E EFFECTED THROUGH HIGH FUNCTIONARIES AT THE 

CE HEADQUARTERS, SUCH AS EUGENE DENNIS OR JOHNNY WILLIAMSON. THE INFT 

STATED THAT HE HAD NO INFO RE ANY SPECIFIC INSTANCE OF NONEY HAVING BEEN 

FURNISHED TO A CE MEMBER TO LEAVE THE U. S., SURREPTITIOUSLY. HE STATED. 

THAT HE DID NOT KNOW THE IDENTITY OF THE CF FUNCTIONARY WHO WOULD 

FURNISH NONEY FOR THIS PURPOSE. HE WAS CONVINCED HOWEVER THAT SUCH 

A TRANSACTION WOULD HAVE TO BE CLEARED THROUGH EUGENE DENNIS. THE 

INFT STATED THAT HE HAD NO SPECIFIC INFO RE THE' USE BY. THE CF OF . 

1-yr 
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PAGE FOUR 



PERSONAL COURIERS WITH FOREIGN COUNTRIES. HE STATED HOWEVER TtyT THE 
PARTY UNDOUBTEDLY USED OF FUNCTIONARIES AND SYMPATHIZERS AS COLTERS IN 
THIS REGARD. HE ALSO STATED THAT SEAMEN/ HERE USED EXTENSIVELY OY THE 
PARTY FOR ALL PURPOSES. THE TMFT STATED THAT HE HAD NO KNOWLEDGE RE 
ANY CONNECTION OF THE AMTORfr TRADING CORF. WITH THE CE IN THE MATTER 
OF ESPIONAGE* ' HE HAD NO INFO RE THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS BY ANTOEC 
THROUGH THE PARTY TO ESPIONAGE AGENTS.' THE INFT STATED THAT ALL 
PEOPLE WHO WORKED FOR 'AMTORI IN THE. EARLY THIRTIES WERE CUT OFF FROM THE 
PARTY AND BECAME MEMBERS AT LARGE. HE STATED HOWEVER THAT ISADORE 
\ NEEDLEMAN, WHO UNTIL RECENTLY WAS CONNECTED WITH THE AMTORY TRADING 
CORPORATION AS COUNSEL, MUST HAVE BEEN IN QUOTE ON. A LOT OF DEALS 
UNQUOTE* NEEDLEMAN HAD FREQUENT CONTACT WITH THE CP OTHER THEN b6 

■ ' ' . b7C 

THAT. THE INFT STATED TEAT WHEN NEEDLENAN-S NANE CANE OUT IN 
THE 



/ 



CASE AS HAVING BEEN SUSPECTED OF FURNISHING INFO TO THE- 
GOVERNMENT, SUSPICION WAS INNED CAST ON NEEDLEMAN BY THE CI FUNCTION- 
ARIES. HE STATED THAT THIS MAY BE THE REASON FOR NEEDLENAN-JS CONNECTION 
WITH THE AMTORY TRADING. CORF. HAVING BEEN SEVERED. . HE STATED HOWEVER 
/THAT THERE WAS ALSO A POSSIBILITY THAT NEEDLEMAN HAD A FEAR THAT HE 
NIGHT BE PROSECUTED UNDER THE REGISTRATION ACT. THE INFT ALSO STATED 
THAT HE HEARD FROM THE 



QUEENS COUNTY Cf , WHCS" 1 



\ riAf 



COULD NOT RECALL, THAT 



HAD A BROTHER OR A FIRST CO' Hi IN 
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CASE BROKE, THIS 



UHO UAS A CF MEMBER AND THAT UHSH THE 
INDIVIDUAL- WENT TO THE MEMBERSHIP • DIRECTOR AMD REQUESTED ADVICE AS TO 
UHAT HE SHOULD DO ABOUT HIS PARTY MEMBERSHIP. THE MATTER UAS 
DISCUSSED AT CP HEADQUARTERS AMD THE DECISION UAS THAT THIS 
INDIVIDUAL SHOULD DROP OUT OF THE PARTY. THE INFT ADVISED THAT ABE 
BROTHMAN UAS NOT IN A BRAMCH'BUT UAS' A MEMBER AT LARGE. 'HZ UAS 
I RESPONSIBLE TO BERNIE CHESTER DURING THE WAR YEARS AMD SUBSEQUENTLY 



10 



IN THIS CONNECTION THE INFT STATED THAT HE RECALLED ONE 



INCIDENT UHERE ONE 



, FNU, AND ANOTHER UNKNOWN GIRL, UHO U ERE 
I ACTIVE IN THE HETTI LAPATINE CLUB IN THE CHELSEA AREA BRANCH' OF THE 
|CP, INVITED BROTHMAN TO A BRANCH MEETING IN FORTY EIGHT AT WHICH MEETING 
[ BROTHMAN ATTACKED THE PARTY AND DEFENDED EARL BROUDER. IN FORTY EIGHT 

i ' 

/AT THE NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE CF THESE TWO GIRLS .INTRODUCED A RESOLD* 

| TION THAT UAS CRITICAL OF THE PARTY LEADERSHIP. IN THE SI RING OF 

j FORTY NINE THESE TUO GIRLS UERE MOT REGISTERED BY THE PARTY AMD BROTHMAN 

1 ■ " - 

j WANTED TO COMPOSE HIS DIFFERENCES EITH THE PARTY, HE THEREFORE SENT AN 

j UNKNOWN EMISSARY AND ISADORE NEEDLEMAN TO PARTY HEADQUARTERS TO SEE 

j CHESTER AND PLEAD UITH CHESTER TO GO TO BROTHMAN-S HOME TO SETTLE 

1 THE DIFFERENCES. AFTER SOME HESITATION CHESTER ACQUIESCED AND, ACCORD- 
I 
IMG TO THE INFT,' THE MATTER MUST HAVE BEEN SMOOTHED OVER BECAME" EO 
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FURTHER ACTION WAS TAKEN AGAINST BROTHMAN. THIS INFO WAS FURNISHED 
TO THE INFT BY CHESTER. CHESTER FURTHER INDICATED THAT BROTHMAN FAS 
ONE OF THE BEST ELASTIC CHEMISTS IN THE COUNTRY AND HE HAD UEL- r D 
THE CF MOVEMENT CONSIDERABLY. HE INDICATED THAT BROTHMAN HAD 
PREVIOUSLY CONTRIBUTED FUNDS TO THE FARTY. CHESTER FURTHER INDICATED TO 
THE INFT THAT. BROTHMAN -WetffcB-60 TO SWITZERMND^AND UPON HIS RETURN 
WOULD HAKE A SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTION TO THE PARTY. CHESTER, FURTHER 
TOLD THE INFT THAT BROTHAMN EAS NOT A FIRM INDIVIDUAL, THAT HE HAS 
JITTERY ALL THE TIME. FOR EXAMPLE HE. TOLD THE INFT OF AN INCIDENT 
IN FORTY FOUR OR FORTY FIVE IN A RESTAURANT IN NYC WHEN BORTHMAN 
WAS GIVING SOMETHING TO CHESTER AND AT THAT MOMENT A FLASHBULB WENT OFF 
IN THE ROOM. BROTHMAN EAS WORRIED V& A FHOTO MIGHT HAVE BEEN TAKEN CF 
THEM. THE INFT FURTHER STATED 'THAT CHESTER EAS DEFINITELY CONNECT T D 
WITH JACOB GOLOS. THE INFT ADVISED THAT IN FORTY ONE WHILE ATTENDING 
NATIONAL CF TRAINING SCHOOL ONE OF THE LECTURERS EAS AN UNKNOWN EROTESSCRl 
OF CHEMISTRY AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY. HIS SUB J WAS DIALETICE OF NATURE. 
THIS EROFESSOR BRAGGED TO THE CLASS HOW HE FREQUENTLY MADE TRIES TO THE 
GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY AT SCHNECTADY, NY, TO WORK ON THE SMASHING OF 
THE ATOMS. THE INFT STATED THAT THIS INDIVIDUAL MUST HAVE BEEN A 
PARTY MEMBER IN -'ORDER TO TEACH IN THIS SCHOOL. AS TO SECRET ASSIGN- 
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PAGE SEVEN • 

MENTS OF PARTY MEMBERS, THE INFT RECALLED THAT A YALE GRADUATE SENT 
SEVERAL YEARS. IN SOUTH AMERICA, EITHER IN BRAZIL OR ARGENTINA, IN CF 
WORE FROM THIRTY FIVE OR THIRTY SIX.. THIS INDIVIDUAL IN TEE 'ARLY 
THIRTIES -WAS THE EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR OF THE CONNECTICUT CP UND'E 

HE STATED THAT BEFORE GOING TO S. A. THIS INDIVIDUAL S"ENT 



SOMETIME ON THE NINTH FLOOR AT CF HEADQUARTERS. HE WAS CONSIDERED 
A VERY VALUABLE PERSON. HE. STATED THAT HE HAS RETURNED TO THE U.S. 
AND HAS FOR SEVERAL YEARS BEEN QUOTE OUT OF THE PICTURE UNG.UCTE. .. 
THIS INDIVIDUAL IS APPARENTLY PRESENTLY A RESPECTABLE BUSINESSMAN IN 
NYC. HOWEVER THE INFT SUSPECTS THAT HE IS NOV INVOLVED IN UNDERCOVER 
WORK FOR THE CE. HE STATED THAT HE CONTINUES TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH CF 
MEMBERS, ' PARTICULAR? 
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AND NITH ONI 



LNU., AND 



FUNCTIONARY, QUEENS COUNTY CF, 



ROTOGRAFH COMPANY, NYC, A CF OWNED PRINTING FIRM. PARENTHESIS THIS • 
COM! ANY IN TEL DATED SEPT TWENTY FIVE LAST WAS ERRONEOUSLY REFERRED TO 
AS ROTOCRAFT PARENTHESIS. PHOTOGRAPHS OF SEVERAL ESPIONAG" SUBJECTS IN 
THE MYO WERE EXHIBITED TC THE INFT AND IN HOST INSTANCES THE INFT FAILED 
TO RECOGNIZE THESE INDIVIDUALS. HOWEVER, HE INDICATED THAT HE DEFINITE- 
LY RECOGNIZED THE PHOTOGRAPH OF MORTON S03ELL, CONNECTING HIM EITU THE 
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COMMUNIST MOVEMENT IN THE THIRTIES. TIE COULD NOT FURTHER PLACE SOBELL 
IN THIS MOVEMENT. HE INDICATED THAT THE PHOTOGRAPH OF 



bo 



WAS VERY FAMILIAR, PLACING HER IN THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT IN TH" .LOWER b7c| 
EAST SIDE, NYC. . PHOTOGRAPHS OF 



WERE FAMILIAR TO THE" INFT. HE COULD FURNISH NO INFO RE^ THEIR ACTIVITIES.! 

.~_>^_._^.-, : ..._ J „, ..._ ., ■- — ■ — ^ rafctf&w*** > 

HE RECOGNIZED THE PHOTOGRAFH OF MOJSCHE STERN AS GERNAL M&^&m.ll* 

THE INFT STATED THAT HE BELIEVED HE SAW KLA3ER IN CANADA EITHER IN 

THIRTY. ONE OR THIRTY TWO. DURING THAT PERIOD THE INFT FAS ENGAGED IN 

CP WORK IN CANADA, THE. INFT STATED THAT. WHEN-- STEVE NELSON RETURNED 

TO THE U. S. AFTER A DISTINGUISHED RECORD IN THE SPANISH WAR, HE WAS 

INMED LACED ON THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE BY EARL BROADER. HE SUBSEQUENTLY 

WAS DESIGNATED TO ACT AS PARTY ORGANIZER IN OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA. THE 

INFT WAS OF THE OPINION THAT. THIS POSITION WAS A MOST INSIGNIFICANT 

PARTY JOB FOR A HAM OF THE ABILITY OF NELSON. HE WAS OF THE D'-EIEF 

THAT' THERE WAS GOOD REASON FOR THIS. AFTER EARL BROADER WAS DEPOSED, 

NELSON WAS CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH WILLIAMSON AND EUGENE DENNIS. ' r - 

* 

3ECAME THE HEAD OF 1 THE NATIONALITY GROUP , CP, AND WAS - L AETICPLAEYL 

INTERESTED IN THE YUGOSLAV SITUATION, THE INFT HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF AT1Y ;| 
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Director, FBI / 






RE: INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM 



Dear Sir: 



Rissylet 9/25/50. 




The captioned informant is being interviewed by agents of the New 
Tork Office, being discreetly brought to the office for the interview, and, 
has furnished the following information: 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

With regard to the informants expulsion from the Party, he advised 
January 11. 19 to he was called in by the Secretariat, consisting of 





and 




at 35 East 12th Street, NewJTark City, at which time 

[0 was also present ♦ The idea expressed by these individuals was that 
the Ninth Floor, on the basis of the Party 1 s operations for illegality^ in New 
Tork State, would like to have his services to make a check in the Midwest 
with the person in charge of this work. The Secretariat agreed that he should 
go $^d KLING told him he would meet him on Saturday at one o'clock- at Union 
Station in Cleveland, Ohio* He left that Friday night and arrived at Cleveland 



b6 
b7C 



Saturday morning* January lH, 1S50, and registered at the Cleveland Hotel, 






^Baiting there until one o'clock* At one o'clock KLING met him at Union Station]^ $ 



and since, they were supposed to meet an individual at six o'clock they decided \ 
lO to spend the afternoon together, attending a movie and walking* At six o'clo^ 
ft* they were somewhere on Superior Avenue and 105 th Street, where they were picked 
X up by f par whiek,was to take them to their destination. KLING indicated h* 
" J fc ^ J ^ d^e the informant and then leave. After riding around awhile 





G made one telephone call, tkey arrived at their destination 



d *|* 



&&r$$s^ thought by the informant to be in the E£ttg6feury Run area. 



they arrived at the house it was dark out and KLING to id him to 

basement with the driver of the car, but KLING stay^%stairs* 

b, according to the informant, whichj 

blankets and had the water running in the sink, §y 

toM him to undress. The informant noted there w$rf*m Mil dozen nftbber nose 
there and on the 'W^fj^^i^ere^offie knives* OSfc^T^e men ypf cturrying^, 
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pistol. The driver and the two unidentified individuals told him to sit down 
and wait and when he asked -what was going on tiiey told him that he would soon 
find out. Informal indicated to them he was a sick person and had k ;.ju6t gotten 
out of bed. 



at the 
and [ 



informant 



3y that time KLING came d©wri jntf^gfearted to swear ,^^__^_, 

and in the meantime JOE BRANDT, at that time in Cleveland, and | [ of 

Detroit, arrived and they also swor£v-at him. The men brought with ifchem a tape 
recording machine and a lie detectoS The lie detector was set up and attached 
to the informant's arm and question^were put to hia* The first point they 
brought, out was about his personal history and then how long he knew NOEL and 
HERMA^FIELD* The informant told them that he did not know them and they said 
he was lying according to the lie detector, but the informant still insisted^ 
that the FIELDS were unknown to him, except^Fhat he read in. the newspapers 
about them -being arrested and apparently having disappeared in Hungary. The, 
information concerning the FIELDS was asked ,of the informant numerous times 
and each time he stated he emphatically denied knowing them. 

JOE BRANDT, according to th^lnformant, then pulled out a blue- 
covered book concerning toe'*RAjK^til^and said very excitedly that he, the 
informant, must have learned the lessons of this trial and wanted to know how 
the informant sent his reports to the CIA* The info ^ant told him he had no 
connection with the CIA and did not know anything about that organization. 
Additional questions were about the illeg al . gpfa ctur e in New York State and 
the questioning lasted for about 3*1 hours". 'At that r tome a conference took 
place between the three men, after which K£3?NG asked him if anyone knew he was 
in Cleveland. Informant told them his -^e knew he was there and his mother 
knew it, and she expected him the next ddy in Youngstown, Ohio* The informant 
advised that by this time he had an idea what he was up against and told them 
he had left KLING 1 S name at the hotel, -which he realty had not done. It was 
the informant's opinion that they were ready to kill him that night but because 
they thought he had left KLING'S n$toe at the Cleveland Hotel they were afraid 
to do so. He stated he was not touched or.JStirt in any way during the questioning. 

Finally, the informant advised, after pleading with them, they forced 
him to write a statement in ink that he had a fair hearing without intimidation 
and that he was accused of being an enemy agent in the Party. They informed him 
they were to have another session the next morning at eleven o'clock at a 
restaurant, believed to be the Mayfair, and they took him out of the house 
to the car, leaving him on an unknown corner. The next day he appeared at the 
restaurant, but none of the individuals showed up. He then proceeded to visit 
his mother and sister in Youngstown, took the Monday train b^f k to New York 
City and then on that day saw in the "Daily Worker" he\had been, expelled from 
the Communist Party. t * x A' 
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The informant believed that the following incidents which occurred 
indicated to him that the Party thought he might be an agent of the GIA: 



A. [ 




r^e of 

;(C) 



jaocratjLc Council; in the 



i jr! .-45, tfie yearly p&rt of 1948 and procured 



Yugos la v movement , went ba ck to 

a very responsible position tWere. Dr# Btt©^ f was made a legal representative 
of the Budapest Hungarian Commercial Bank^rt in ths middle of 1949, he was 
arrested. According to the informant, DrWSlMON *as charged with being a 
British agent and everyone knew that Dr. SIMON "was a close friend of the 
ihformanW This friendship was based on the fact that Dr. SIMON was connected 
with t^^Jnitarian Relief Bureau at the same tim£ the informant was connected 
witj^ungarian relief, and they met on different occasions. Dr» SIMON was a 
spokesman for the Unitarian Relief, the same organization NOEL FIELD was 
associated with in Paris, and it was thought this connection might have been 
noted by the Party. 



-Ej 



In th^ RAJK trial there was a ftate witness by the name of 
who stated at the tria| K that he was introduced to 



Yugoslav 'agents in Bari, Italy, The name of the person who introduced 
him was not given. This witness was in Bari in 1943, 1944, and the early 
part of 1945, during which pexlod the U. S. Army had; a monitoring setup 
there. The informant was in the U. S. Army in Milit&iy Intelligence, also 
stationed in Bari during the above period. The informant recalled there 
was an order to give the utmost cooperation to the Xagoslavs there who had 
the job of establishing a Yugoslav department. T&e informant declared the U. S v 
Army hired competent people from a refugee camp in Bari, *rho monitored all the 
stations at that time. T he witness an d the informant had daily contact and 
also associated socially. | | pointed out in the trial that the 

informant introduced him to some of these Yugoslav agents, and in his military 
association as an American, there was no doubt that the informant had introduced 
him to some Yugoslavs . 

C. Sometime last year there was a '-birth day pafc&T in a r estaurant 
on Chester Street for HEN|3|f™ST0N, at which party I [ came to 

the informant and said th£t he knew someone^ Who went to *the same Army 
Intelligence school the informant attended -i I I did not give this 

individual 's name but the informant could tell from the conversation that 
I I knew he went to Arsgr lAlpLigence school. 




D. There was a party f or ^XANDEFt BITTEIMN around New Years 
on the. Ninth 4 ' Floor of 35 East 12th Street, New York City, during the course 
of which the informant mentioned to. (PQ^EWRRIS that they used to live 
together at one time, MORRIS stated he regretted that fact ever since "and 
the informant thought he was joking. ■;v:^> 
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E. The informant sensed ascertai n reserved behavior on the part of 
many people, one of nhom was l L in addition, he was kept out of 
the office prior to New, Tears for a period* of eight weeks, after which he 

took sick and returned to work o^ January |th or 8th« 

'....■■".. ■'■'#'■■■ 

F. At the Labor Bazaar; in the Fall of 19k% LOUIS WEINSTOCK came 
to the informant and asked him if fee wanted to go to Hungary and if so to 
get a passport iHpmediatily. The ii^brmant indicated he would like to go and 
was told that it would be taken upliith the Secretariat. Three days later 
he applied for a passport and before it could be processed all passports 
were invalidated by the State Department for travel in Hungary. It was the 
informants opinion that he would nwerpme back from Eong&py, based upon 
hi$ subsequent experience and expulsion from the Party. 



With regard to the case of T | which had been 

presented to him as $ member of thj^w York State^Eeview Coi 

tilt GoBro^i^^ recalled Ihat a report was made tiStt| 

was seen in the summer of I9I4.9 iii fsrevincetortn, Massachusetts in the 
company of Lesbians. This report£;i^me through the West Side region and 
stated th^y would try to induce he# to leave the | Party/ but the irtfbrmant 
did not think this was any basis tor expulsion^ I I was questioned 
very intimately by the informant about her way^ of lifes and her profession 
and did not admit the charges brought a|a#i$t her. She was told that the 
committee would investigate her story, bui£/before it could be completed she 
appeared on the witness stand at the trJfeM of "the Communist Party leaders* 



Another incide nt three days before sh e appeared on the stand was 
] told thr #tf ormant that I "I s^proaiateed this 



that 

individuals sister to collect riaS^s and addresses and it was later found 
out that she was trying to get p eople to give the na mes and address of new 

members. It is to be noted that I l is the ! I of the 

jCkfflmimi§^ at 35 East 12th Street, lew York: City* 



The informant recalled that on the day | | was put on the 
stand everybody who had anything to do i$kfo her was called in that night 
in the defense lawyer's office in order to see what they knew about her 
and their relationship with her* 

The informant conclude*, from all facts assembled by him that his 
expulsion came from the: USSR, Based on the circumstantial evidence which 
he set forth above • This opinion was arrived at because no action had ever 
been taken by the Communist Party, USA leaders against him and apparently 
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none would be only for the fact they Yfere ordered to do so by the Soviet 
Union. This was merely the opinion of the informant and he had no basis 
in fact for it* 



UNDERGROUND ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE, 
COMMUNIST FARTYj NEff YORK STATE u: 

In the late summer ofl$k&, at the time of the indictments of the 
Communist Party leaders, H0BER||^piIPS0N, New York State Chairman, Communist 
Party, reviewed with the infom&t the security apparatus which the Party 
had up to that date, especially telephone contacts and how to get in touch 
with people without direct contact. Informant explained each functionary 
in the Party in a given situation can be contacted indirectly by the section 
or regional organizer. It was thou|fe| by THOMPSON and the informant that 
4t was | a very mimbferginTnft sti^ifi-hjir^JytflftP^ rm the existing organization which 
tet^befei'set up by] j Jitter discussion and evaluation of this 



structure the informant stated that THOMPSON came to the conclusion that the 
Party in New York State would have to do^something new, directed from one 
level to another level, and due to the easting conditions, that is, the 
possibility of the Party being driven underground, a meeting was suggested 
by THOMPSON. At this meeting it was expected that the purpose for the 
illegal structure was to be discussed and this was to retain the structure 
or body of the Communist Party as ak entity under any conditions, so that 
the Party will never disintegrate. At this point the informant interpolated 
that although the discussion of an illegal organization had not reached the 
stage of action to take in the event of a war between the United States and 
the U.S.S.R., there was no doubt in his mind that the Communist Party would 
sabotage the war effort by leaflets designed to interfere with industry. 

(2 ¥ ** '??* ■■ - h<: : ^ 
The first meeting was held in the ear ly fall of 1 9U8 at Jhe 
infomant^ home, and at this meeting there were I J B0£*##0MPS0N, 
BI3^ NORMAN and the informant. At this meeting THOMPSON was the idea 
giver and the one who initiated the program to establish a Party underground. 
The informant recalled that THOMPSON mentioned that^dSTER had come back 
from Europe after a tour through the new democracies and that he had very 
valuable intimation concerning the histd^f of the underground movement of 
Europe and all the problems that they were confronted with in Germany, 
Czechoslovakia and Hungary. s 

According to the informant, THOMPSON spoke about the basic 
organization of the illegal party as "three". At this point the informant 
furnished diagrams reflecting what was, meant by the basis for the structure 
as "three". He exp lained that it started from the three individuals in New 
York State, who are 



] for the trade movement, BOB THOMPSON, for political 



work, and BIIL NORMAN, for the organizational work. From these three New York 
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State would be divided into three areas, consisting of the first area, New 
York Comity, Cultural Division and some of the semi-illegal apparatus 
already built j the second area consisting of Brooklyn, Queens, Bronx, 
Westchester County and Nassau and the third area the upstate area, taking 
in from all Albany to Buff alo« The inf oli&nt stated that THOMPSON J I 
and NORMAN each were to name three immediate subordinates, with the result 
that one of these would know thfe other two and the three people he appointed* 
In all, he would know five indivi(Waljs, which was the extent to which one 
Party member knew about the others: &s being Party members ♦ This principle 
Worked all the way down through th&^pounty, regional, section, sub-section 
and units, as indicated on the dia^fems, photostatic copies of which are 
transmitted herewith to the Bureau as enclosures ♦ * 

As a result of this breakdown,;^ total groups in the state 
would aaaount to 1,093 arid total number of ^members in the New York State 
illegal Party would be 3>279. 

Informant went on to explain that in the New York area there were 
too many people who were not taken care of in this setup who were con^i&ered 
i^ortant, with the result that c^piittees branching out from the state 
Atriangle" were to be set up, nhidS^rould take care of finances, printing, 
distribution, paper, drop places, places to stay, communications, meeting 
places and the like. Assignments for these responsible positions rested 
within the state and for each task one pi^son was to be assigned ty:*$& 
stat^ who was to contact the state through a liaison agent* In addition, \ 
other individuals were to be taken care 0$ by horizontal committees f£om 
the top three level, which was to take in teachers, Civil Service and other 
individuals connected -with similar organizations* The informant indicated 
that the conditions for this entire setup would dictate how close the 
outline could be followed* 
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home of 



a* 



ifrra Tnffirmflnt, *+.a>k.<*ri f,ha* t additional meetings were held at the 

the v&cac t address not be ing known at 



who lived around 



this time, and the apartment of| 

Bronx, New York. The meetings, according to the informant, were usually held 
after elgyfen 4* clo ck in the evening* 

who resided on \ 




ad. 



A meeting was also held at the hom e of 

| and 
iNewYfrrk City t | ~ 



?<*% 
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At, this meeting was BILL NORMAN., ^_____^__ 

^pKpAVIS of Broo klyn., Another meeting was Held at tne nome" 
who resided on^ 



J 
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New York City. The informant stated 



is connected with the 
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iufacturer, is not a 
1& as a favor to th e 
land | I 



partnership ^Schuman and Iferky, is ^wealthy cloak 
member of the |%rty, but permitted the meeting to bet 
informant. At JMs meeting wag jtfiRMAff | 

At these meetings disiussions were ; -e0tered into and the questions 
raised as to how to circularize the concept <$i the illegal structure and 
how far they could go in making the idea|o^cal preparation for such 
ei£^larization* A meeting was call^^a^ in 19W or early 1^9 at 77 
Fifllh Avenue bp make the plan knowa W the county leaders. JRie chairman 
of this meeting was BILL NORMAK^^^ms attended by ISIDQi^ gaUN anc^ 



be 
b7C| 



possibly [_ 



Westchester " Country 
>^BM DAVIS or | 
%©ppunist Party, 



] of thejaron xf^l|^^P[j $ e $ Iork Co^y 



]of Albany, 



JoOEofklyn, I , 
orQue^i^l 




TO or I 1 of Buffalo , 
of t he Gultui&t Division, 
] and the informant. 



fh# report of the structure was made, $y the informant, not many questions 
weite asked and the structure ac^|^*^ The county leaders were alerted and 
*tfter that the organization ^^^Ki:^' first it was agreed that they would 
go down to the fourth level ahdstop there, which procedure took about 2-| 
months, at which time the inforaant met with NORMAN add they decided to 
have a test of the system. In the meanti me the tglal of the Communist 
Party leaders was already in progress and I * I assisted the informant 
in working out the following test in Broofei^ for the four levels • Blank 
letters were prepared in three different colors to be used for each different 
channel, that is, political, organization or trade union. The particular 
colors were not recalled by the informant* The letters were sent out and 
the informant stated the test did not w qt»k because all letters were supposed 
to be sent back to a 
with the experiment 
ment in the setup. 



central address to| ] who said he was dissatisfied 

I I to Id the informant there was much room for improve- 
Before the informant left the Party the first four levels 
were thoroughly checked in Brooklyn, after which Brookljnwas left to proceed 
to build the additional three levels. It was in the process of building when 
the informant left the Party* 

The informant advised he was sent upstate during the fall of 19h9 
to check on the upstate area and found that there were about 35 groups in the 
Albany area, 35 groups in the Buffalo-Rochester area, and 16 groups jLn the Erie 
area already organized. He stated there were between 80 or 90 groups in the 
whole upstate area. 
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The informant explained that the principle of the entire structure 
is that it works only down, in that a person o$ the second level c^| tiever -■ 
contact under any circumstances a person on the tipper level* f^# was done i 
so that if anything happened on one level damage could be done only downward,J 
never upward* 

Concerning individuals who would lye connected with the various ^/ 
areas, the informant^ 
JIM TORMEI or 
one of 



t 



the 



of the belief thft 

would head the 1$% ICork area, BEN DA VIS wauld b e 
the Brooklyn flrf: a nH .tohm moth «nH I I 



] 



t 



in diviauais in ' 
would be connected with the upstate area* 

would be connected with Queens County and 

Brooklyn* The only individual the informant thought of 
State third level was HAL KLEIN of Albany* 



3 



would be in 
'or the New York 



The informant was of the bilief that the following individuals 
would make up one or mone&alternate National Committee!, consisting of 
three to five persons on each committee, in the event the Party went 
underground: 



WILLIE S CHNEIDERMAN 

TTEIMAN 
BETTJ^ANNETT ' 
J0S*^RAKDT 
PETTiagPKRRY 



* r 



^w*-^ 
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ro^Hall 

JOSEPH^fAHOBXN 
GE0RG#MOEg*f 
ALEXMDEpffTRACHTENBERG 
LOU I^jto STOCK 
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The informant reiterated that he does not definitely know of any 
alternate National Committee or ComB&ttees being set up by the Party, but 
mentioned the above individuals whom he considered to be worthy of such a 
position* 

On an^lternate Acim^nistrativ^ Committee set up by the Party, as 
in the alternate National Committee/ the comrades were to be picked on the 
basis of thai* loyalty, devotion, resourcefulness land ingenuity, and the person 
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in the Party who makes the selection fo£ any conmtittee is ultimately responsible 
for the selection. |he following individuals were believed by the informant to 
be worthy of being ®TO&Mgre d on the alternate Admiriist-pative Coinmittee: 



BM MBHE oOrookLvn 



/ 



SMUBl^SILGROM 
J01^e*&lJBEN 



of ' the "Ukrainian $aily News** 



In addition^ the inform^J believed that individuals would be 
brought from the Midwest and the #e# Coast t in the etfent the Party becomes 
illegal, and individuals on the East Coast woul4 go West, in order that they 
could take up Party duties without having 'PH0- identified with the Party 
movement in the locality in which they are tf^work. 

With regard to the horizontal state, area eM county levels, and 
the committees connected .thereto, th$ /Informant was ^f the opiMoa t^t the 
following individuals yduld have jjapt^t^t positions: 
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WILLI. 




STONE 
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The question was raised, infonnant ^<Jyised as to where to put 
tiiis illegal organization, whether to put it ill \.aai''#?isting" organization as 
it is or into a trade union, iha Conclusion i^s reached that it should be 
j)Ut into the trade movement and o£her mass ®^a^izations over which the Party 
had no control, and organi2attomi Widh we^ftS^t on the Attorney General's 
list. %he American Labor Party or ttiej ProgliSsive Party were not considered* 
informant stated, since anyone of the P^rty members can belong to those 
organizations for political purposes #nly. The rest of the individuals who 
were not included in the i)|gic struc^re of the illegal Par^y could remain . 
active in trade unions and iRronts, shirting for themletves, and would be 
contacted sparingly for financial reasons and other like purposes. 

At the time the inforraS^b left th$ Party there was some deliberation 
on the question of integration of ^^ro Pa^ty members, blit this problem had not 
kfceii solved, since no decision was ''^Gte cdi^f ning it* 



The personal security of the indiv^&als, was discussed in connection 
with the illegal organization, arid those individuals who are known as f ormer 
Communists were to establish : & double identity. He idvised that the standard 
Operating procedure a^^ommunist Party National Headquarters was that all 
members of the Secretariat were not to be in one place at one time. Functionaries 
on ^ state, national and county level who were working in Party Headquarters 
wotild alternate being iii the building. In ottopr words, the informant stated* 
two people would know the same job and both 6f^ them would not be in the building 
at the same time. They would remain out of th% building for two or three weeks 
at a time, during which period they would lie cut off from all contacts ,#nd were 
supposed to establish a place they could s^ay at and not be located in the event 
of ^y pickup. 

In addition, those individuals who were to remove themselves from the 
l^rty- and Party activities were to g^; rid of personal identification, even to 
iiee extent of having their characteristic movants, behaviors and habits 
changed, and to set up themselves in a coimnumffcy where they would be known 
only by their new identity/ In this way they vibuldeststblish themselves as 
a respectable and law-abiding citizen, witft^tn entirely new identity, and not 
be connected with the Party at all. 



, '-v. :^W \ 



Informant declared that *tleii the Party becomes illegal it cannot 
have the "Daily Worker 11 and therefore the voice of the Party must be heard 
through printed material. Provisions were set up to set aside printing 
facilities, and ai^ agreement was that the Party should have at least three 
complete units of printing apparatus on a.sjkate level. One printing unit 
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the informant knew of yas in the establishment 6*f 



jS 



Bronx, New Yoyk, and whose busiriess was o: 



resided 



] 



i the number and trade h^e of which were unknown to the informant* 

Informan t stated this unit is owned Ifc^the Party, although it is allegedly 
owned by | "| One other unit was tcrbe ^Located in the Bronx and one in 
Brooklyn, the locations of which were unknot to the informant at the present 
time* -****U. 
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The state organization considered foirits printing the multilith 
process, which included the whole process of developing plates. These 
machines that the state was to own were only to be used when all other 
possibilities are exhausted and then only to be used far pamphlets, not 
leaflets . On a county level, if the county was large enough, like New 
York County, they could have the above-referred to printing apparatus; 
if hot, high-speed mimeograph machines were acceptable* Since mimeograph 
machines were so large and cumbersome in a New York apartment, the informant 
advised that new machines wer$ made up by' a Chicago firm, which could be 
dismantled and put together again in 1$ minutes* Waen dismantled this 
machine could be used as a tray, a frame or for other uses. Over 500 of 
these machines were made and disbursed throughout the country. A test was 
sde of them in 1$k9> when a stencil was made on one half a sheet by MARION 



^VBACHR4CH, and the other half of the sheet was left open for insertions by 
the local Party. This stencil was mailed out to the individuals who had 
these machines in the various districts and the leaflets prepared. The 
question of the advisability of distributing these leaflets in bulk was 
considered and this sensitized stencil was considered to be the answer to 
the problem. With this stencil a script or leaf let could be reproduced and 
distributed on the lower levels, using the one stencil* 

previously referred to, | | 



The informant stated that 



noi mown to "trie xn: 
national Workers Order* 



1 on prin ting machines, as was a mechanic wh ose name was 
to 



rmant,[ 



Hfor the Inter- 

This individual was described a s being about Z 



. and lives in Brooklyn. 

A third mechanic known to the informant was an individual by the name o£ftfACK, 
last name unknown, who works for Rotocraft, located at 12th Street and Broadway, 
New York City. This individual came from Philadelphia in 1931 and lives in 
Queens, Long Island. He is about h$ years of age, 5* 5| M » 130 pounds, fair 
complexion and brown eyes* 

With regard to^tocraft, which4s located on the third floor of 
the 12th Street and Broadway building, informant stated it was a business 
owned by the Copa^Hxi^JBarty and also does work for the United Electrical, 
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Radio and Machine Workers of America. This business, the informant stated, 
was set up by.BHfllJU^^ in the 1930 *s and has been doing 

a lot of the printing of the {Smi^^ since then. CHESTER 

is the head of this company for the New York State Communist Party* 

Another place where the Party can have pr inting done is the Bar 
Prg6S, Sk Lafayette Street. New York, which cpmpanyf 

Party7 



of the Qonmimist Party, District ft. 



bo 
b7C 



The informant contended that AB^OSS of the "Long Island Press" 
would be influential in finding placfj : to do printing of Coimunist Party 
literature, being an old Communist E$fei^member, living in Long Island 
and working for the newspaper. The i^ormant stated that ROSS discussed 
the problems of printing with him and Suggestions given by ROSS were taken 
by the Communist Party. Another problem that presented itself was the 
securing of paper for the leaflets and pamphlets, and since paper cannot 
be stored in one place for a long period of time a survey was made of 
possible paper salesmen who had contact w&Hh various factories. Considera- 
tion was given to not purchasing paper from one firm, since the paper 
could be easily traced, but to approach a number of reliable establishments 
that dealt in paper, and have them inpreiase thj^fer stock so that when paper 
is needed the Party can go to these various goyrces to get the excess which 
has been really bought for them. The informant declared that the reason for 
contacting a number of companies was for the purpose of using this paper 
from different companies so that when leaflets were made up all the various 
papers could be used and could not be traced to one particular factory* 

The names of these companies, factories or paper salesmen were 
not known to the informant at the time he left the Party. 

According to the inform ant, a number of dro p places were designated 
by the Secretariat and he knew tha tl h as a number of drugstores 

and small business places for drop purposes. The names of these drops were 
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not known to the informant, since they did not go acy further thai 
himself. The purpose of the drops was to establish a communications system 
to receive and send all necessary communications withpdt using the mail, 
telephone or telegraph* / 

The informant/exnregsfid ther opinion 

_bf CHARLESfeffiUMB^^ deceased National 
»uld pick^ up fryrmail drops for the 



tttai 



Treasurer, and possibly V 

Party. He believed that" 

works for the Jefferson Bookshop, amd whose last name "was umcnown, was 

handling all letters from out of th^New York State Office for upstate Buffalo, 



\ i r ggr 
an individual" ty the name cyPfl" 
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When she made her telephone calls she would go to 0hrbach ! s Department Store 
and Ben f s Luncheonette * The informant wa^cf the opinion that BBTTY GANNETT 
and JACK KLING took care of the receiving of the information from these 
mail drops* 



The informant stated he received instructions from 
that New York State Communist Party should secure three snortwave radio 
transmitting-receiving sets, to store them away and in the meantime to train 
some individuals to operate them. A survey was to be made of all those 
people in the Party who had amateur or "ham" licenses, in or^er that fhey 
could be secured for operating the sets* After this *H amission with RTOIES 
informant declared he purchased one of the machines f rom I I 

who was previously mentioned, which he turned over to | | set 

up this machine in his home and after he had learned how to operate it he 
was to hide it someplace and train other people* The problem was to get 
these operators to work the machines in order that a chain of radios could 
reach all the way to the West Coast* 

Another consideration was £&e purchasing or construction of a 
mobile unit which could be effective to "Albany, and from there on he carried 
out along the shortwave line* In addition, thought was even given to the 
establishing of a shortwave transmitter on a boat, but this was dropped due 
to the inconvenience it involved* 
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The only individuals the informant could think of who were radi o 

"hams" wfirfi an ^rp-ani %ar in th« TTC. whns^ WatnA was unknown to him* I 



id the other individual worked 
&t the Pierce K&dio Stoi*e, lj Astor Place, New York City. The informant 
did not know whether these individuals were contacted* 



t 



The informant incidentally advised that complete l ibraries of 

aooks the C ommunist Party considers to be classics were set up by 

tn various places, which were not known to him* 



The location of files of the Party were known to 



according to th e informant, even i f he did not keep them at his own house* 



He thought that 



or even keep them at ner own house* 



might also know the location of files, 



The informant declared thatf 



the Party at a small store at [ 

in the apartment of a woman wno lives on xae "onira" or fourth floor of an 



""keeps running records of 
tHTCew York City, and also 



apartment building located next to the Rose Garden Apartments on Q 

L This woman, 

wnose name was no*D recalled oy vae iniormanx>| 
about ten years ago. 

M 



— ^.. 



..,^,13,.^, 



^^.huM^tsf-^' 



ft*-** 



M^m 
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The informant expressed the opinion that friendly neighbors of 
IIS, who resides at Croton-on-Hudson, might keep sortie Party records 
in^'the event the Party is declared illegal. ># : 



a national 
Queens andl 




im 



With regard to t he handlifefe n f se^pity in the New York area, 
the informant advised thatl lis m complet e charge of this on 



B is iii charge iri^ 
in New lork County* 



pKlyn,L 



Jin 



i w e Informant stated they. 

are not tpeciftS&lly trained for. the position, having been given the job 
because of their trostwoHfoiness an4 they have no system for maintaining 
the security of the Party* The infomant declared that headquarters which 
are located in public buildings in the various counties do not have any 
security measures once the office is^|$f^ed for the weekend or for the night* 
He declared the Party members in the buildings in qu$|tion make it a point 
to attempt to win the sympathy of the supspiiitendent and the building staff 
in order that they might be advised of any%nlawful entiry to their offices. 

As an example of security measure^! §patered into by the Party, the 
informant advised that he was in charge of ^tting up the security for 
meetings which were held at Madison -Square Garden, New York City. For 
security reasons, according to the informant, the platform was put in the 
middle of the Garden and ten trustedftgeople were located in the second row 
on each side of the platform, with one^ individual in charge of each ten. 
No crowd shots would be permitted by photographers and only at collection 
times would anyone be permitted to go to the platform. Bodyguards of the 
leaders would remain in the first two rows and three to six individuals 
would be located on each side of the end aren$, the side arena, and end, 
side mezzanine and balcony. The reason £o£ these people, the informant 
stated, was that they would be able to spo^yenegades from the Party who 
would be handing out leaflets or would attempt to create a disturbance. 

The informant stated the Party security never bothered about the 
attendance of the New York City Police Department or the FBI since they 
considered it useless to determine who they were as long as no trouble was 
started* 

Two to four people were located in the finance office at the Garden 
and six or more people were designated as proving crew outside the Garden 
to spot renegade groups. These individuals were told not to start any trouble 
but would attempt to discourage people from accepting leaflets, particularly 
checking on any Party members who accepted such leaflets. He stated that the 
same people were never used and they were secured by sending word to the county, 
telling them that they needed so many people for a Garden meeting. He advised 
that the only close sertitiny given to those #fctea#^ those 

seated in a box which ISaiiison Square Garden '..aBpay^r kept for each affair that 
took place in the Garden. 
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Where there was a meeting in an auditorium with a stage in front, 
no particular security measure w&s taken, since thej whole front of the 
auditorium usually ^^ 

FINANCES 

When the cju|$id.oA of finances was brought up in the illegal 
organization of the tirtyy it was cpncluded that finances should be 
handled from the unit basis on a j^Lzontal line into the unit. The 
informant explained $hat in the &ip& the individuals only knew two 
individuals below t%€& an4 when ^ ^pllection or a fund raising had to 
take place contact would be made i^th the unit and money would be collected 
from the individual Party members. 

The informant declared that **t||.© the discussions were going on 
concerning the illegal organization, BI^NOBMAN asked the infoiTnant and 
other individuals to vecom&m^ persons who could keep moiiey for the Party* 
NORMAN told the inf orsM^ each person 

and after a certain Xlngtfa of tipe ICEMAN had about sixty names. A 
deliberation was entered into, an^ according to thi informant it was 
agreed thatt money should be entr^^^d to professional and businessmen. 
Informant stated ttot Aere was abllfc $200,000 to be placed with these 
individuals and there were twenty to thirty people who would have this 
money for safekeeping* the informant could not recall the name^'of the 
individuals sel ected but kneir that THOWESOS, NORMM/ ITO and 
i ' I who was mad^ National Tr^iisurer, would know the individuals 
'who had ^ie money. JJ 

the informant explained that some businesses were owned by the 
Party for the purposa/of making a profit to be tttrned over to the Party. 
He recalled ^ Cpj^any, 1*1 East li|th ^Street, with 

a branch office afr 8 IfefiA li7lvh ?^^ftftt, was owne4 bY the goiffpumst Party 



in the name of 



The 



informant consider edf this organization '.as an agency for the Party and all 
profit mkde returns to the New York State Communist Party* The reason 
the informant knew this wa s that^toen he^ s in West Virginia in 1936 on 
various oc casions he asked [_ [jfcw Yriir^c fttyt* Gomnbpist Party 



3 to furnish him with suj^li^^pd 



gaVe him an order 

slip which he took to Gensup and m^piiM were sent to him at -Vest Virginia. 
No money was paid by the informant for these supplies* 
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The informant incidenl^ll^^dvised that an old German-type press 
is located in the stoclqroom on the tlg^d floor of the building in which the 
Gensup company xs located, having been placed there by the Mew York State 
Communist Party. 

Another fund-raising bftf&ness of fhe Party, according to the 
informant, was run by $EHNARD CHASER, former; Treasurer of the New York 
State Communist JPStfty, located ori Jhe sixth "floor of 1 Union Square. This 
is allegedly ^ the course #f which CHESTER buys 

surplus goode for sale * The ^ CHESTER made a trip 

to Cuba in l$h$ , aiiejgidly for busing Eposes ♦ /it was the informant's 
belief this busii*e&s -w$s a cover, siti fed n^Tiififi^ a t jiiv bo dies finances for 
New York State, doing this even whn^ J W * ' 



jwas 



the[ 



In addition, CflSSTEaB a^o checks on purchases ^d finances of the "Daily 
lorker" and t&s "Mobiih^ Freiheit* . 

The informant advis ed that in ^vidx^^rwho a re wealthy and who 
eontritayttt to the Party aye l^pi dlM bv 1 Ha nd also by ] 

The informant kfl^th^q handled the professional 



But 



| who lives 

Tsf the Pittsburgh ;, 



people who contributed to the Party as 6f lykU. Une ihdiyidual wh o contributes 
heavily to the Party, and known to the informant.! 
in New York City and who^wa^ fomer |~ 
District in 1937 ♦ Another indi#fe^»tg | 

a wealthy individual who now owns a houa e^ift th j 

City. According to the informant, | ^ gl9U8 was put on M ice tt in order 
to keep him away from Communist I^r^lmiVity, and he is on]y contacted 
by one or two people* 



J of New York 



[told the informant in\J#i8 or early 19 k9 that the 

CoBDiiuniet Party was trying to buy a priva^ building which they couW 
convert into a library for the use bf Cqpjittiist Party members in the event 
the Party became ill egal. The informant is not surte but believes th e Party 
bought this house on j I in New 

York City. ■■ ■ " 5~ — 



Another incident that the infonaarift 
iw&ifth the finances of the Party w as at the tiaae 
who works for the 



mc 



th 



ought had some cbaaH^ti on 
I was arrested I 



jtold the in formant about tw o, or thxifr days after 



get in touch with 

care of st>me kind of a package ix^ 



and tell: him to have 



|arre st to" 

"] take 



house.. According 
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to the informant, 
The informant spc 
taken care of * [_ 



where it was ultimately placed. 



Jfche, next day and was told that the matter was 
did not know what was in the package or 
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k eclared that all state 
and BERNIE^dHESTER, the 



In a general statement the 

money was funneled into the hands of I , 

latter being the only one who deals with the Amalgamated Bank. Ou tside 
large, in dividual contributions are sent directly to BILL NORMAN or | | 
I I Fund collections from rallies are sent to BEENIE CHESIER and 
national funds are handled by WU^INER, JAgK KLING and BETH GANNETT. 

One of these large individual contributions recalled by the 
informa nt took place late in 19ti8 when a£ traknown individual from Maryland 



came 



to[ 



be set up in a trust fund for the Party. Informant stated he knew that 
legal papers were drawn up by attorney ABRAHAJ^TlNGHt, which ultimately 
legalized this trust fund. This ifi^vidual was described by the informant 
as being about 50 years of a ge, 6* 2**, roun d face, blond hair, light blue 
eyes and, as he learned from 
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Jfras a graduate of Harvard University. 



As far as the Party is concerned, New York and California are the 
only self-sufficient states, all others being subsidized. Informant stated 
that there never was enough money collect^ to support other districts, but 
there always seemed to be enough money available to take care of any financial 
situation. Where the money comes frep or how the money gets to the Party 
districts was not known to the infoilhant. 



INTERNATIONAL SITUATION 



da* 



The informant recalle d thai/ an, emplo yee of the Hungarian Consulate 
in New lork City by the name of f fr as known to have been seeking 

knowledge of various Huprarian proim^ nnnnftrnW ,their habits, localities, 



societies and the like 



T 



was also interested in 



the same thing, and it was tne informant's opinion that this information 
was being gathered for transmittal to Hungary. 
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The informant stated that to the best of his recollectiorii 



] 



of the "Ukrainian Daily N§h§ m received help from the USSR Consulate, New York 
City, in 19I4I concerning the handling of the isolation of White Russians in 
the United States from other Russians, in order to negate the influence 
and activities of these individuals. This individual gave the impression 
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to the informant that he carried on conversations with Soviet representatives 
in the United States* 



The informant was of the opinion that[ 



3 who was deported 
to Hungary, might possibly be the A&Haan contacfcfo that country, and that 
I 1 also known as 



would be a contact in 



the United States. However , he decla#ed that these connections and contacts 
are all on an individual basis and are not known to him personally* 

He thought that contacts for tip USSR have to be people who are 
competent and in industry and such people are not found in ordinary membership 



of the Party* He thought that a jiogsiblg^ 



between the USSR and the 



ISoviet Russ; 



Jay 41 , since 



he had seen BAYER come into Party Headquarters^l^foximately forty or fifty 
Saturdays for the purpose of getting large sums of money from the Communist 
Party Financial Office* The informant knew of no reason for these visits 
by BAYER, except that Soviet life and activities were well known^o BAYER, 
due to his association with thgji^^ky Gfolos Association and,*f£oviet Russia 
Today". 

The informant was of the opinion that an organization representative 
from the USSR could exist in the Party today, since the Gommunist Party, USA 
is considered a very important part of the Gdmmxinist international movement 
and if it was really neglected it would not |>e able to function properly in 
the international Communist sphere* 

Due to the fact that the Party lesmflmp.ia weak, "and needs - ^ ^ 
criticism, and since its leadership existed und^^OTOlR, it would be 
necessary to tighten the Party line, and therefoafe^according to the informant, 
someone must necessarily exist who would direct the Party policies. This 
individual, the informant stated, could be anybody from any Communist Party 
in the world, but the identity of such an individual would only be known to 
reliable Party leaders in the United States* 

The informant explained that the guidance and leadership of the 
Party is found in the Cominf orm newspaper, "For a lasting Peace and a 
Peoples Democracy 11 , in which criticism of the Communist Party, USA, is 
reflected* As an indication of thi$j he stated that the slowness of the 
peace campaign was set forth in the paper, as well as the lack of security 
on the part of the Communist Party, USA* Prior to the establishment of the 
paper in 19k$> the Party line, according to the informant, was secured by 
Party leaders, who went to Russia regularly in order to f secure the line 
from the countries in Europe. 
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TNhen the Coainforra was set up, the informant stated, the Communist 
Party, USA leaders did not know what it was pad they first read of it in 
the "New York Times? • A meeting of state, county and city functionaries 
was called a few days after the announcement and before the current issue 
of "For a Lasting^ja£ee w was in their hands, and this was attended by itO 
individuals, JA^KSIAGHa, Hatioq| jkJlidu cation Director, after a conference 
with the Secretariat^ had a perspective to give the comrades, to the effect 
that there were two camps in the Wfg$.d, one for war and one for peace* 
The Cominform, according to STACHEL^ was formed by parties with mutual 
policies in Europe and that there would be no talk of affiliation with it. 
The informant declared that the Communist Party, USA never did join the 
Cominform, but followed its aims and objectives and limited itself to 
exchanging experiences* 

The break by Yugoslavia from the Cominform was considered by the 
informant to be a serious and definite break from Russia, and was based on 
the lack of cooperation by iH&s^jTthe fact that TITO "coddled 11 anti-Soviet 
elements; the strength of nationalities in Yugoslavia; the liberation army 
trained by allies for TITO; and the purges which are taking place against 
Cominform supporters. The informant contended that because of all these 
things there was no possibility of the countries getting together again* 

DOMESTIC 

The informant expressed his opinion concerning the attitude the 
Communist Party, USA will take toward the McCarran Registration Act, to the 
effect that the Communist Party trill not register under the bill, this 
decision having been taken some years aLgo* He thought that possibly some 
paid employees will register and then the Party will make a test case of 
the l&w, based on these registrations. He believed that union members 
working on the "Daily Worker" and the "Morning Freiheit" may refuse to 
work in the plant at headquarters, since they might be required to register 
as Communists. 



Informant advised incidentally to the information set forth 
above that a Lieutenant ARTH^J K£g^ of the Km York City Police Department 
had been a member of the Cpmunist Party for fifteen years and is assigned 
to the Prospect Par}c Station, Brooklyn. The informant knew this since MILLER 
paid his dues for the Party to the informant -Cor a-JigEiad of tap years r the , 
meetings taking nlace at the anartment nf and [±j£U&X&&X 



In 



Hew York (Jity. 



MILLER also turnedover to the inforaiant cl#s he collected from tnree additional 
policemen and two wives of these policemen, the names of whom he did not know. 
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MILLER, according to the informant, was "dormant 11 , since he did not do anything 
in the Party, his assignment be:yag to promote himself. MILLER, according to 
the informant, lived in the Q%$0 Park area of Brooklyn and was a leader of 
a Wall Street messenger st^ke a number of p%s ago# In the sumper of 19I18 
MILLER was made a lieutenant --on the New Iorfc$£ty Police Department, having 
been fif th on the list. The informant last*Jaw MILLER in December, 19k9 at 
apartment. 



MILLER was described as 
dark com plexion, dark eyeg 3 sharps 



[ 



B$|jg UO years of age, 6 1 , 175 pounds, 
3s and strong build. 
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| | is the wlf&pf a lawyer, and who 

together witn two, other sister s, whose namgs are not known, are members 
of the Communist Party. 

The informant did not knom tJ^^iiames of any other individuals who 
might be members of the Party, an^^o are in the New York City police 
Department, but heard rumors tha^t^ere were a group of^police in the 
18th Congressional District, this*<iistrict having nT^^RC^TONIO as 
its representative. **" " r ' " ""'.""' ■ . (£ f % 



<3r 



;?/*•*•* 



Another incident the informant recalled was that in 1935 an 
individual, whose name he cannot recall, fe^Vwho was connected with the 
Fingerprint Section of the FBI in Washinglldn, D. C*> came to him on t*o 
different occasions to pay dues for the Communist Party^ This individual, 
the informant recalled, lived in Washington, D. OS with two or three other 
individuals of similar political ideas and on one occasion brought to the 
informant a strip photostat, containing only his fingerprints, which were 
taken by the Flint, Michigan Police Department, when he was arrested in that 
town. The informant stated this individ^|*s girlfriend was in Section 18, 
Communist Party, and that he was a graduate of Columbia University. 






Informant declared tha% this individual was not 



who 



,b 6 ■• 



}j was well known in the Party as having worked for the FBI in the Fingerprint 
7 Section. 



A description of this individual, as given by the informant, reflected 
he had brown hair, deep-set blue eyes, round face, light complexion, 5 1 7", 
155 pounds, age 25 to 27 in 1935>y large forehead and a big head, and was a 
slow, deliberate talker. 

The informant has not seen this individual since 1935* 
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The informant indicated that the abpi|e: information is not entirely- 
complete or in detail as he would like to -gi?f It, and therefore as the 
interviews are continued with the infonr^:| Supplemental information will 
be promptly furnished to the Bureau ; as he! Itscloses it# 

The information received from the informant concerning the 
individual as well as the general breakdown of the GP activity will be 
disseminated to the appropriate case files both for the Bureau and the 
New York Office* Information urtiich may be of interest to other fi&ld 
offices will be forwarded to them under the appropriate captions ♦ 



^ Very truly yours 







i ♦ 
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VFU FNT'tAJb 8ATIQ1IAL DEFEME . imOSm^F 5&3 



Beference is made to iiQur%/k#i^yp% dated Stiptm- 
ber 25, 1950 advising of ih# residtB $ an interview with 
this in format «* ***** datm Ion <$pr inBtrmt&d to give 
the no st 'fypreful supervision to the handling of this informant 
and he should be &&e aura gee? tpfFmep up all poeiHMe contacts 
with ik4 eowmuni&t f&rty althm$J0i it is r*«$i*«* %hat tfcf 
'nformnt left the P&rty m4e*&i imf&wf&kle li$it+ A&X 
possible informif&b preQently^gn the fo^^ssion p/ the in<* 
foment concerning" the Communist Partus m^itm po$$iklM 
connection with tKe.USSgt aft*! indivi4d*d§ tnthe dowmmiet 
Party should be demloped*,. 

After each int$$0w of ||h? inj^f*an% ih$ flew To^k 
Office should furnish the ^renu a summry of the pertinent 
infermtion developed by iJw#f under ifci caption of the in** 
for^ant* Information which ^muld be brought to th$ imMiate 
attention of the Bureau sftott|jp£ furni&h%0 fit* Bureau by 
teletype* In addition^ the lp fork Office i# instructed to 
prepare separate communications for the Siffeau and int$r08t$d 
offices under appropriate oaptione incorporating pertinmt 
information con&erliing orewnimtions and indt®£dml$ &«iittan&g 
by the informant* It wiM k* ifc& responsibility of th$ tfew 
fork Office to $*e that ''#$2 ; pe^n^: infotm!0on furiii®h%& 
by the informant is Qhanttmed AM* the pr^pmt files* f&* 
information furnished by the iri^mant ty d&i§ should al$o 
be reviewed^ br&Mm down and placM inpbempf^priatefijesm 
As indicated abowa^ interests field off i^s &h#uld reaeim 
pertinent information fmnixked by the informnt* 

The interviews with C!Wl*S8a-.{§Houi4-J^ ®-oot $earch+ 
ing and thorough and the handling of this infermnt aftffliij^ 

be nasi carefully $uper vis #3& x" . ~ ^: £• 
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INFO . rtl&MI SHED 3Y MY CHID FIVE EIGHT EIGHT* INFO INTERVIEWED Vfli 3 
DATE HYO. IN DISCUSSING PRESENT CP LEADERSHIP, INFO STAT II THAT IN H] 
OPINION EUCEME .DENNIS AND JOHM WILLIAMSON ARE THE WOSE IMFLUEMTIAL AN) 
ENJOY THE GREATEST AUTHORITY IN" TOP LEADERSHIP CIRCLE* INFO STATED 






THAT WILLIAMSON AMD DENNIS, IN HIS OPINION, ARE VERY FRIENDLY AMD UAVE^ J 



WORKED SOMEWHAT AS A' TEAM IN THE FAST. THESE COMRADES HAV r RECEIVED '^ | 
POLITICAL ADVICE AND SUGGESTIONS'. OF ALEXANDER bFSdLENAN OF "MORNING V 



m 



FREIHEITV WHO, IN INFORMANT'S OPINION, IS A RECOGNIZED POLITICAL x ' ; 

3S b6 

>0*ET>T Tb7d 



ANALYST* INFO STATED. THAT NEXT GROUP WOULD 3E 

THOMPSON* AND GUS HALL WHO FORM A SECOND CLIGUE OR TEAM. THIS LATTER ,f M 
GROUP IS RECOGNIZED AS THE YOUNGER LEADERS OF THE PARTY. THIS SECOND | || 
GROUT HAS AUTHORITY, BEING CHECKED CLOSELY, HOWEVER, 8Y DENNIS AND 
WILLIAMSON. INFO STATED THAT OTHER LEADERS, SUCH AS GREFN, ETACHEL, g'. 



fl 1 






P DAVIS, WINSTON, POTASH, WINTER, ARE ALL INDIVIDUALS WHO FOLLOW MAJORITY 3 
RULE RE FARTY POLICY WITH THE POLICY BEING SET BY DENNIS AND WILLIAMSON* : ;-| 
IN DISCUSSING UNDERGROUND OPERATIONS OF OF,. INFO STATED IN TH'E EAST J. 
PETERS WAS APPARENTLY THE LEADER OF THIS TYPE OF ACTIVITY, HOWEVER, 

' HE WAS NOT' PERSONALLY FAMILIAR 'WITH SUCH ACTIVITY 3UT RECEIV'-n IMSR-SSJCtf^ 

H END PAGE ONE, ■ "«' OCT 18 1DS0 
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THAT PETERS WA$S0 ENGAGED FROM BRIEF CONVERSATIONS HAD WITH KIM. 
INFO STATED IN HIS OP JKIOM TOP LEADER CLOSEST TO J. PETERS PRIOR TO 
LATTER-S DEPORTATION FROM U. S. WAS JOHN WILLIAMSON* INFO STATED THAT 
WILLIAMSON NO DOUBT WAS AWARE OF ACTIVITIES OF J, PETERS. INFO 
STATED THAT THE TIME PETERS PICKED UP BY U» S.GOVT. 



UAS IN DAILY CONTACT WITH WILLIAMSON AS OBSERVED BY INFO 
WHICH INDICATED THAT WILLIAMSON WAS EITHER WORKING WITH OR CARRYING 
ON FOR PETERS DURING HIS ARREST, INFO* STATED THAT IN HIS OPINION 
B ERNARD Cjj ESTER IS ENGAGED IN SOME TYFE OF UNDERGROUND ACTIVITY, INFO 
STATED THAT CHESTER ADMITTED TO HIM THAT HE WAS IN FREQUENT CONTACT 
WITH JACOB GOLOS, FORMER RUSSIAN AGENT. INFO STATED. THAT EVEN 
THOUGH CHESTER IS THE ACTUAL NY STATE CP TREASURER, HE MUST 3E ENGAGED 
IN SOME UNDERGROUND ACTIVITY OPERATING OUT OF HIS SIXTH FLOOP OFFICE 
IN BUILDING AT ONE UNION SQUARE. INFO STATED THAT IN FORTY CP FORTY 
ONE CHESTER MENTIONED TO HIM THAT NYC F. D. CONFIDENTAIL SOUAD WAS 
ENDEAVORING TO HAVE POLICE WOMEN INFILTRATE RANKS OF CP AS UNDERCOVER 
OPERATORS BUT THAT CHESTER HAD TWO PARTY PEOPLE, WHO WER~ A FARE:NTLY 
POLICE WOMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE CONFIDENTIAL SOUAD, OBTAIN FOR CHESTER 
THE IDENTITY OF THE POLICE WOMEN DESIGNATED FOR THIS ACTIVITY AND AS 
A RESULT,' THE PARTY WAS SUCCESSFUL IN DISCLOSING AND EXCELLING THESE 

END PAGE TWO 
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POLICE WOMAN FROM r&* INFO STATED THAT CHESTER MENTIONED THAT HE HAD 
CLOSE CONTACT WITH THE CP IK 1 CUBA AND ARRANGED FOR A TRIP TO CUBA FOR 
ISRAEL AMTER. INFO STATED THAT IN HIS OPINION 



FOR THE PARTY AND ALSO IS 



of nmms -commissi on, has served as a personal courier 

SEAMEN MATTERS AND POSSIBLY 
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SEAMEN COURIERS. INFO STATED THAT COMRADE DOROTHY. LOEB 

WAS CONTACT FOR THE CF WITH THE CONFIDENTIAL TYFE PEOPLE SUCH AS CIVIL 
IMMlXn SERVICE EMPLOYEES IN NY AREA AND THAT SHE WAS SUCCEEDED BY 

AND THAT THIS' GROUP, INFO BELIEVES< 



JM. 



IS NOW HANDLED BY .A COMRADE, WHOSE NAME HE COULD NOT RECALL, WHO- IS TALL, 1 
BLOND MAN. INFO WILL ENDEAVOR TO RECALL THIS INDIVIDUAL'S NAM r . INFO 
BELIEVES THAT ALSO ENCAGED IN UNDERGROUND OR SECRET-TYPE ACTIVITY IS 
MARCEL SCHERER wffc IS HIGHLY REGARDED, TRUSTED, AND INFLUENTIAL COM- 
RADE. INFO STATED THAT SCHERER HAS AN INTERNATIONAL BACKGROUND 
HAVING BEEN: TRAINED IN RUSSIAN AND. FOR THIS REASON, PLUS THE RESPECT 
SHOWN TO SCHERER BY CP LEADERS HERE, INFO BELIEVES SCHERER MAY 3E 
ENGAGED IN WORK OF AN ESPIONAGE TYPE. ALSO INFO- BELIEVES 'THAT 




:./" 



^ WHO WAS RXPORTED TO 3E PRESENTLY EMPLOYED IN U. E. OFFICE, NYC, 



b6 
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AND WHO HAS ALSO BEEN RUSSIAN TRAINED, IS A HIGHLY ' REGARDED FERSON 
AND DUE TO HER INTERNATIONAL BACKGROUND AND HER CAPABILITIES, NO 
DOUBT IS ENGAGED IN SOME ESPIONAGE-TYPE ACTIVITY. INFO BELIEVES THAT 

. END PAGE THREE '.' : • 
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EMPLOYED AT U. E. OFFICE, NYC, HAS BEEN RUSSIAN 



, TRAINED AfIB TYPE OF CAPABLE PABTY PERSON WHO WOULD BE UTILIZED BY 
• PARTY FOR £SPIONAGE*T#E ACTIVITY. INFO STATED THAT NEITHER 



NOR 



IS OPENLY ASSOCIATED WITH CP ACflVITIES TODAY, INFO STATED IN 
REGARDS TO U, N, THAT ANY COMRADES WHO RECEIVED- JOBS AT U. N. WERE. 
INSTRUCTED TO GIVE UP ALL OPEN CF ACTIVITIES AND WOULD BECOME, KNOWN 
AS CF MEMBERS AT LARGE AND THAT THE PERSON CONTACTING THE U, N. CP 
MEMBERS WHO ARE CONSIDERED A SPECIAL UNDERGROUND GROUP IS 



CP STATE FUNCTIONARY, WHO COLLECTS DUES FROM THESE E-EOFLE. 

/PHONETIC/, I 



INFO STATED THAT HE WAS AWARE OF A PERSON NAMED 

FIRST NAME UNKNOWN, WHO IS EMPLOYED AS A SPEED TYPIST AT U. N. , WHO 

IS A PARTY MEMBER. INFO ADVISED THAtl 



INDICATED TO HIM THAT 



WITH AMTI-CP GROUPS AT U. M. IN ORDER TO PICK UP INFO 
FOR PARTY. INFO BELIEVES THAT THERE ARE OTHER COMRADES WHO ASSIST 

IN THIS TYPE OF ACTIVITY. IN DISCUSSING FUNDS AND COVER COM- 
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PANIES WHICH MAY BE USED- FOR SECRET PARTY ESPIONAGE ACTIVITY, INFO 
ADVISED THAT WILLIAM WEINER, THE FINANCIAL HEAD OF Cf , HAS AN EXPORT 
IMPORT BUSINESS WHICH OFFICE IS LOCATED IN AN OFFICE BUILDING III 
VICINITY OF FORTIETH AND FORTY FIRST STS. ON MADISON AVE., EXACT NAME 
OR LOCATION NOT KNOWN TO INFO. INFO STATED THAT A FRIEND OF HIS, A 
COMRADE BY THE NAME OF DR. MOSES SIMON, WORKED IN THIS OFFICE FCP W-IHT* 



END PAGE FOUR 
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AND WAS ON PAY ROLL Of THIS COMPANY FOR APFROX TWO OP THREE MONTHS 
DURING .-SUMMER OF ^FOtfY EIGHT FRIOR TO SIM08** DEPARTURE FOR HUNGARY, 
INFO STATED THAT WEINER ANTICIPATED SIMON AimANGiNG FOR THIS COMPANY TO 
DO SUSIKESS tlTir^ARIOUS HUNGARIAN CO^fFANtfS* HOWEVER r SIMON HAS BEEN 
ARRESTED BY HUNGARIAN GOVT., CHARGED WITH BEING A BRITISH AGENT, INFO 
FURTHER ADVISED THAT WEINER OPERATES ANOTHER BUSINESS WHICH IS BELIEVED 
'TO BE AN EXPORT IMPORT BUSINESS IN DOWNTOWN AREA OF NYC, WHICH OFFICE 
IS MANAGED BY 
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INFO STATED THAT 



IS ASSISTED IN OFFICE OPERATION 3Y 
OF A DECEASED COMRADE. INFO STATED THAT IT IS HIS IMPRESSION 
THAT WEINER MAKES A FINANCIAL PROFIT FROM OPERATION OF THESE 
COMPANIES 'AND ALSO PROBABLY UTILIZES THESE COMPANIES FOR SECRET PARTY 
WORK OR ESPIONAGE ACTIVITY. INFO HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO MAKE r VERY 
EFFORT TO RECALL NAMES OF ANY COMRADES WHOM HE KNEW TO BE EMI LOYED 
BY FEDERAL GOVT. INFO* FURTHER ADVI SED THAT 



ADMITTED THAT 



I 



LE HE SERVED AS THE 



FOR VITO MARCANT* 
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ONIO IN THE THIRTY FOUR ELECTIONS, 



COLLECTED CF DUES FROM MARCAM- 



TONIO AT THAT TIME* INFO STATED THAT GEORGE BLAKE, NY COUNTY CF 
OFFICIAL, IS A PERSONAL FRIEND/AND A PARTY CONTACT OF MARCANTONIO, 

INFO ADVISED THAT BERNARD CHESTER ADMITTED TO HIM THAT DURING T HF 
FORTY EIGHT MARCANTONIO CAMPAIGN CHESTER PAID TO MARCANTONIO FIFTEEN 

END PAGE FIVE • 
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■f AGE SIX . • 

THOUSAND DOLLARS.. AS PART' CF A PARTY CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS :iARCANTIOMIO*S 
GAtirAIGN, IMFO. ADVISED THAT SINCE HE. HAS UNDERGONE A GREAT --MENTAL 
STRAIN AND HE IS PHYSICALLY TIRED AS A RESULT OF SEVERAL DAYS OF INTER- 
VIEW, INFO REQUESTED TO BE EXCUSED FROM INTERVIEW FROM SEPT TWENTY 
EIGHT THROUGH OCT. SECOND NEXT* HE STATED DURING THIS TI" r !!■ INTENDS 
TO TAKE A LITTLE REST AND ENGAGE IN SOME FORM OF RECREATION LIKE FISHING; 
f BUT THAT HE WILL REMAIN IN THE CITY AND .VI LL BE AVAILABLE FOR AMY 
1 EMERGENCY, ' ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO REINTERVIEl' INFO ON OCT 
THIRD NEXT. LETTER WILL FOLLOW. 
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*® ( ^fc* ' ' / V -Bureau i?'iJ-e Q?-2U£fU<:; 

cOnV' f^- 'V^EQij^ / JAHAM CASE - ESPIONAGE - R 

^/C^ol^ 7 ' ^^jg^HBsreau File 74-1333) 

Dear Sir: "~^"'""* 

The informant was interviewed-to determine his knowledge of the 
activities involved in the above captioned cases. It should be noted that 
the informant did not have any real factual knowledge concerning the opera- 
tions or the subjects involved in these cases. The informant stated that 
he received most of his knowledge of these cases from reading the "New York 
Times 1 ' and that the above captioned cases were never discussed among these;"' 
Conmiunist Party leaders at the C<?iEpunist Party headquarters in New York City 
in his presence. 

In regard to his knowledge of ELIZABETH 8MTLEY and WHITT4KBR 
CHAMBERS, the informant stated that the first time he became acquainted . 
with these names was through stories published in the public press." Of the 
various persons mentioned in the BENTLET.-;jand CHAMBERS statemen ts . the only 
individuals that the informant had knoi^ at all Were J* FETERS. 



\ 



\ 



\n ; 




J. PETERS 

In connection with J # PETERS,-;. the informant advised that he had 
known PETERS since about 1929 and knew his only as a very active organizer 
in the open Communist Party. The informant continued .$a.at he became quit© 
friendly with PETERS when he attended some classes at the Hungarian Nationa, 
Training, School in New York City in 1930 when PEIEiS:;¥as then teaching a , 
course in Political Economy. The informant recalled that PEBERS^was very 
active in the Hungarian Branch of the Communist Par ty, but thereafter be- 
came associated with District 2 of the Communist Par-ty. The irtformant;; 
characterized EEHSRST as a brilliant organizer and an : individual who. "Jffi-ew 
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Letter to Director 
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a great deal about propaganda, particularly in the actual running of such 
organizations as the ^Daily worker" and other establishments that publish 
pamphlets, leaflets, etc. It was the informant's impression that PETERS 
was not thought of as one of the leaders of the movement by the leading 
functionaries of the Party. The informant stated that apparently PETERS 
was a much bigger man in the movement than those in the open Communist 
Party realized, possibly with the exception of a very few. The informant 
gained this impression, he stated, because after the stories related by 
BENTLEI and CHAMBERS, it became quite .apparent that PETERS had a rather 
large hand in the underground activities of the Communist Party. 



[ 



In regard to 



the informant stated that 



had been quite active in the P&rty and was regularly assigned a s a •writer 
and book reviewer for the "Daily "Worker" up until the time tnat[ 



was brought before the Fed eral Grand Jury in connection with the 
story. Subsequen tly, whe n | | was ^Identified by CHAMBERS 

l used by GhEiBERB in his appara tus in Washington, 
the Party leaders no longer trusted T | and as a matter of fact, he 

appeared most infrequently at the "Daily Worker" and only occasionally 
supplied that newspaper with a book review. The informant stated that 
during the time he knew I Ihe had no knowledge that the latter was 



involved in any espionage or communist underground work. 



[ 



] 



The informant related that he first met 



when the 



latter was an official of the Office of War Information , and the informant 
was in the United States Arm v. ass igned to a Psychological Warfare Group. 
Th-p informant stated that |_ h ever informed him of the fact that he. 



was a member of the Communist P arty , but the informant recalled one 
instance in Algiers during the war when I I ntroduced the informant to 

a high ranking member of the Hungarian Communist Party. The informant did 
not recall this Hungarian's name, but knew that this individual had fought 
with the Loyalists in Spain, and also knew him to be a rather high placed 
Communist, The informant stated that he got the i mpressi on from the above 



mentioned introduction and also from the fact that 
he was a Communist, that[ 



never denied that 
must have been a Communist , although not 



necessarily a card-carrying member. 



Very truly yours,/ 
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D^ECTOR URGENT 

CI CMDI FIVE EIGHT EIGHT. AT PRESENT INFT BEING INTERVIEWED 71 VE HOURS 
DAILY, FOUR DAYS PER WEEK CONCERNING CP MATTERS. REQUEST PAYMENT 
BE MADE TO INFT IN AMOUNT FIFTY DOLLARS PER WEEK UNTIL LENGTH AND 
FREQUENCY OF INTERVIEWS ARE REDUCED. INFT HAS FURNISHED CONSIDERABLE^' 
INFO OF VALUE, DETAILS OF WHICH ARE BEING FORWARDED TO BUREAU BY LETTER .| 
ND FIVE EIGHT EIGHT AGREED THIS DATE TO TESTIFY IN OPEN COURT IN 
REGARDS TO ANY INFO SUPPLIED BY HIM. SUTEL AUTHORITY. 
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Dear Sir: 



Rebulet September 28, 1950. 

On October 3 ,. 1950 the inf ormatefc : was interviewed/ At that time 
he was offered a sum of $50^00 by the ^rw^York Office to x; over expenses in- 
curred by- him during the period .September 20, 1950; to da-be in regard to his 
interviews by this office* It*; is. to be noted that the inf brmant had made 
no requests for payment at any?" tjjjpe^durin^ the interviews with him. 

When the offer of a feSCfeJp payment was first made to the informant, 
he refused^ stating that any inf<Smation he had was at the disposal of the 
Bureau and that he had no intention of $0&iHng payment for this- knowledge . 
The informant advised that he wanted to get his past association with the 
Communist Party cleared up so that he would be able to; spend what years of 
his life that remained before him in attfe&pting to at»e to 'society (tjie ."- 
United States Goverament) for the harm^ihat he had done \in^^jh^aS&^rou^ ' 
his connection, with' the Communist Far^fiy, T*iGEi 

It was explained to the informant that the aforementioned sum of 
$50,00 was not in payment for the r inf ormati on -furnished by him.; It was 
pointed out that this sum was to lj& . considered as a, parent to cover costs, 
of personal expenses incurred ■ dt^^ the series /of interviews. At the'ter-. 
ruination of the interview, the informant agreed to accept the $50.00 in the 
light that this sum! wis to cover expenses incurred by him. 




It should be noted that the informant's present financial income 
is limited to the payments received from J&e • Hew York State Unemployment 
Office, which arao^«;?*o' $26.00 a ^eek/'^vwrlng the above-interview the in- 
formant remarked, that his only concer^^s in securing .employment. He stated 
that since he worked for the C.q^ 

references to use in securing, private employment. iJie informant stated that 
after the interviews are coBg>l&t$d, he woai$^>^ 
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Letter to Director 
NY 66-3901 

for the Bureau to render him any assistance in securing employment of any 
type, remarking that wages, hours, or working conditions were of no inter- 
est to him« According to the informant, he is qualified for employment as 
a journalist , a translator, or limited personnel work. 

It is to be noted that no commitments were made to the informant 
on the part of the Bureau at any time during this interview. When the 
series of interviews are completed and the informant continues to be. co- 
operative, the New York Office will request an opinion from the Bureau as 
to the desirability of assistinp the informant in securing some type of 
employment. 

Very truly yours, 



EDWARD SCHEIDT, SAC 
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United States Itepartment of STiwatl « 

NeillSffcT, New York : ^ 

DECLASSIFIED BY 60309 AUG TAM/MLT/ CLE.^'' 
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Director, FBI 



Dear Sir: 




fibber 13, 19#? 
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IFORMATlSlftFUHNISHED BY MOT YORK ,,v< ./ ^(/(jy* : 'f 
HFIDE^lifefFORHANT ND-588 .^-" : v K ' •''' ^ ' 



z 



,rf^' 



Reference is mad^^New York teletype dotted Sep tember 2 8j. 

Confidential Informant NBr£88 was intej**i€wed at tha Nepf 
York Office on September 27 an* October |> 1?^ by SA DANIEL Fi\0$plN0R 
regarding his knowledge of espionage ac^^.ties . The infonaant f Athe most 
part had no specific first-hand inf onaat^p ^regarding espionage;|piivitie^|; 
however, information furnished by the iii^gflaant is set out herein* 

A, SOVIET DITELLIQMGE ACTIVITIES * " # 

ND-588 had no infomation regarding activities oflBoviet 
Intelligence Services in the $ji&-b$d States. He had no specifie -information "'/ Q ■? 
regarding the Communist Party ap^iatus or the extent the Com^nist Party is 
used by Soviet Intelligence. He :,: '$$J9L no information regarding any,^jbmmunist 
Party connections with the Comintern apparatus. He had no inforttition regarding 
Communist Party connection for espionage purposes with the Babaisy of th^ . >' 
U.S.3.R. or any of the satellite countries or consulates of the same. #" 

He was not acquainted wi% and had no infonnation agnSferning fr 
any party organizer connected with the Soviet Embassy who would l^.f channel 
for instructions to or from the Comunisf Party, the infptman^lia4 b<# 
information regarding any cover companies connected with Soviet X^eJlig 

He stated he had ^information regarding any £or^c _ 
tie Amtorg Trading Corporation with the Communist Party in mat^^S;^F^)ionage> 
or any information regarding the transfer of r £ und$ % the Amj^g 
Corporation %it^u^thi Party to espionage agents* He stat^f ^^R^^fflLEBASi 
who until recently, wits connected with t^J^^g Trading CG^g^p^xon^ 
^^u&sel, sau^t &ave tieen lf in on a^ot oi ^ ' ~ ' 

pai*t of the inf^D^maat and he eouii aql* 



This was a su* 
Sate on the activity ol 



w on the 

"needi 
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He stated that NEEDLE&AN would have frequent ^o^ * w*** 1 the Communist 
Party. The informant said that when NEEtftpAN'S name came out in the 
case as having been* suspected ^io giving information to the 



United States Government, this was vigorously denied by NEEDLBMANj however, 
a seed of suspicion was planted in the minds of Communist Party functionaries 
and this may have been the reason for NEEDLEMAN having severed his connection 
as counsel with the Amtorg Trading Corporation ♦ The informant is definitely 
of the inpression that KEEDLEMAN did have a fear that he might be prosecuted 
for violation of the Registration ip as a result of his employment by the^ 
Amtorg Trading Corporation. 3he ^aformant advised further that aill Cosmunist 
Party members who worked f or the "Aiatorg Trading Corporation in the early 
1930 ! s were cut off from the Party and became members-at-large. 

B. COMMUNIST PARTY UNDERGROUND ACTIVITIES- 

1. UN EMPLOYEES ■ 

The informant stated that Communist Party members who 
become employees of the UN are automatically made members-at-large . 

2. COVER COMPANIES 




TOiTOJ^ARSZGra with alias WHiLlE^EINER, who is the 
unannounced National Treasurer of the Goraaunist Par$y, operates an export- 
import business on Madison Avenue between 1*0 and l^st Streets, according 
to the informant* It is the recollection of the informant that this 
business is located in a large office building on the Bast side of the 
avenue. He was not aware of the name of this company* He also stated that 
WARSZOWER operates anqther business in the downtown area of New York. He 
could furnish no specific information as tp the name, location, or type of 
business of this downtown firm. The informant felt that these two operations 
of WARSZOWBft were cover companies for the Party either as sources of funds 
for the Party or as espionage covers. 

With regard to the Madison Avenue company, the informant 



With regard to the Madison Avenue company, the iniotmani 
stated that Dr. MOSl^SIMON was on the payroll for a few months before | 
went to Hungary. He Stated that SIMON is now in jail in Hungary accused by 
the Hungarian Government of being a British agent. 

Another export-inport business is operated by BERNlSNpHESTER, 
with alias BMAfKLSCHUSTEft, on the sixth floor of a building locate *at 1 Union Sqaare, 
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New York City, CHESTER is the unannounced Treasurer of the Hew York State 
Communist Party. The informant feels that this may be a cover for one of the 
two purposes set out above in connection nith the business organizations of 

WARSZOVER. 

It is noted that in both these instances, the operators of these 
businesses are unannounced treasurers of the National and New York State Communist 
Party. This may indicate that these are covers for financial purposes rather 
than espionage purposes • 



EARL^ POWBER 



The informant stated that during the EARL BROWDER regime, 
the Party functionary who would act as liaison between the open party and the 
underground organization would be pRL BROWDER himself. Either RdSMJDSON 
or JAOT^BTACHEL would also be acquainted with this activity inasmudfi^as they 
were the closest Party functionaries to BROWSER. 



1*. JO! 



tiHon: 



LLIAMSON 



Since the 
the Party functionary nho woi 
organization, TOuld 
to some extent, JA( 




end of BRO»DER ! S regime until the present time, 
have acted as liaison with the underground 

opinion of the informant, JOHN WILLIAMSON, 
KLBGis presently the Chairman of the 
Wisconsin Communist Part^.> The informant recalled that on one occasion 
WILLIAMSON asked him if he knew anybody who was travelling to South America. 
WILLIAMSON, according to the informant, was veiy close to J. PETERS* He 
stated that WILLIAMSON was undoubtedly aware of PETERS 1 activities and when 
PETERS was in trouble immediately prior to his departure from the United States, 
WILLIAMSON was ve ry muofr concerned ab out him, PETERS. In this connection, 
during this perio q" | was constantly with him which was an 

indication to the informant that WILLIAMSON was much concerned regarding 
PETERS 1 status ♦ 



V.) 



5. 



The informant recalled that[ 



Jbecame a District 



functionary in New York City in 193 » PBTERS at that time was a Dis trict 



Organizer in New York City. 



tootf 



f-rnm him and a terrific fight between 



L away 



Jand PETERS ensued. Soon thereafter, 



Jlef t New York and went to Detroit, Michigan, and became District Organizer 



He was indicted for his activities in the H Ford Hanger March\. 
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The informant stated thal[ 
and immediately went "undercover". Tn 



3 



J "skipped" out of the Detroit area 
93$ or 1936, the prevailing gossip 



around Party headquarters was that J 1 was acting as the representative 
of the American Communist Party in Canada. According to the inforinant j" 
kept away from the Communist Party headquarters building in New York City and 
took part in no open party Communist Partf* activities except to conduct small 
classes in the Westchester area* He also Jj$»e a lecture on China about I9I4I 
to students-of-JihB Communist Party National training School. The informant 
stated that l I was the cause for much co ncern i n respect to his teaching 
of the Westchester classes. He stated that l I was all mi*ed up in his 
Communist Party political thinking and it was necessary to supplement his 
classes with other lecturers who would correct 



errors* 



b6 
b7C| 



The informant c ontinued that l "j in the Spring of 19119, 

told him that | [ had become a Titoite an&had left ^or Yugoslavia. 
When the informant heard this, he immediately contacted BETtN^ANNETT at Communist 
Party headquarters. GANNETT dismissed the rumor abruptly and nterely told the 
informant to "forget about it". On the basis of BETTY GANNETT ! S reaction, it was 
the informant's suspicion that^ 
"plant"* 
him. 



b6 
b7C| 



The informant stated that 



Vent to Yugo slavia as a Communist Party 
also went to Yugoslavia with 



6. PftSSFORT DEALINGS 

The informant said he had no knowledge of any passport rings 
operated by or in connection with the Communist Party. He stated it was 
altogether possible that t£e Party functionaries could make contact with the 
consulates Af various s«*iilite countries to effect transportation out of the 
United States. By way of illustration, he cited the case of J. PETERS. He 
said that PETERS went to the Hungarian Consulate and got a passport as a Hungarian 
subject. The informant stated that, of course, any such arrangement would have 
to be made through EUGENE DENNIS or JOHN WILLIAMSON. 

7* DEPARTURES FROM THE UNITED STATES 

The informant said that he saw GERHAIn^SLER in the 
Communist Party Headquarters building shortly before he departed the United 
States. He said he did not know *o EISLER contacted at tiiis time. It was 
the informant's belief that the EISLER departure was effected on the "waterfront", 
but he had no specific information in this regard. 
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The informant said he had no information regarding any instance of 
mon^y having been furnished to any individual for the purpose of surreptitiously 
iWariiig the United States. He said he did not know the identity of the Communist 
Party fmotionaiy who would furnish A$»ey for this purpose. He was cfcmrinced, 
however, tflt such a transaction would have to be cleared through EUGEN?N^ENNIS. 

8. WBSm&L COURIER SYSTEM 

f he informant was not aware of any organizational set up 
in the Communist Party irtbt re couriers were used to transmit or carry messages 
or documents to the Communist Party. He stated that he knew seamen wire used 
extensively for all purposes by the Partjv 



of the Youth Commission, 



b6 
b7C 



Hi said that[ 

was the person life© handled the^brganizing of seamen for Party purposes. The 
informant further stated that it is his belief that anybody connected with 
the "ninth floor" at Communist Party Headquarters travelling abroad or within 
the United States would be used as a courier* Highly trusted Communist sympathizers 
would also be used. 



With respect to connections of the Communist Party with Communist 
Parties of foreign countries, the informant mentioned specifically that he was 
quite sure that there must be a connection between the American Communist Party 
and the Cuban Communist Party. In this regard, he cited the instance when 
ISRAEL AMTER went to Cuba in the Winter of 19k9-1950 to recuperate. The informant 
stated that somebocty* from the Cuban Communist Party made the trip to New York 
and accompanied AMTER to Cuba. He continued that this matter was handled by 
BEHNIE CHESTER. 

9. LECTURER AT COMMUNIST PARTY NATIONAL TRAINING SCHOOL 

The informant recalled that in 19l& while a student at the 
CoammnistHgarty National Training School, New York City, Ha* * attended a 
lecture on /Dialectics of Nature* • This lecture was, given by an unknown 
Professor of Chemistry at Columbia University. He recalled that this individual 
bragged to the class about his frequently going to the General Electric Company 
at Schenectady, New York, to "smash atoms". The informant said that this individual 
must have been a Communist Party m^aber inasmuch as it was a high honor to teach 
and influence future leaders of the Party at this training school* The informant 
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described the lecturer as about iienty-five or twe&ty-six years of age (I9I4I); 
height, 5 '11" j w«|ght, 135-UtG pcra MJs, hair, blonde; eyes, blue; build, frail? 
marital status, married; residence J 

City* The informant recalled tbat 



with alias 



picked up this unknown pro fessor -vifeMfi caBfrapd' drove him to the class 



he 

b7C 



^ ] of the Jiimunist Party in New Orleans and the 

brother of AL CAPP, the Well-known cartoonist* 

10. YALE GRADUATE Iff SQOTH AMERICA 

The inforaguitr recalled that the person whom he described 
as a Yale graduate went to Soutfc ij^erica in 1935 or 1936 and spent a few years 
there either in Brazil or Argentiwi. This was a special assignment of the Party 
and this individual engaged in Party work. The informant stated that this person 
has since returned to Mew lork City and is presently living as a respectable 
businessman somewhere in Queens County, Mew York City. 

The informant stated that for years since his return from South America, 
this person has been M out of the picture"* It is the suspicion of the infowaant 
that he is now engaged in undercover work for the Party* He stated that before 
he went to South America, this individual spent sometime on the "ninth floor n ^t 
at Headquarters* He is considered a valuable person* N^f vP° 

Prior to his going to South America, this individual ^aa 
Director of the Coa ttuuaist Part y in the S|§fce of Co nnecti cut undej|_ 



was at one time Organisation Secretary to[ 



E diafeationa l 
(phon etic) 



[ the Section Organizer in Bridgeport, Connecticut. The informant 
asfumed that this man and his wife met a nd were mar ried in Connecticut* He stated 
that he recently met this individual and I b n Long Island, continuing that 
they had a summer cottage in Island Park, Long Island* They apparently maintain 
their connection with Party members jincfl the informant taiowg that they are 
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friends 

Company 
friendly 



onnectij 
witW 

, 817 B 



wit 



safoadwaar. a Commun ist Party owned printing firm* 



of trfes^lotograph 
They are also 



a Queens Communist Party functionary. 



This unknown individual is described as twenty-five or twenty-six 
years of age (1932-33)) heigat, 6'0 M ; weight, 165-170 pounds (1 932-1933); 
brown hair; blue eyes; may wear glasses; married; and has a son | 
of age* The wife of this individual is described as follows: Approximaxeiy 
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b7C 

b7D 



forty years of age (19U9); height, £ f 3 n S light brown hair, turning grayj blue 
eyes j peculiarities, open - pretty face* fh* informant stated that the wife 
of this individual was a "Jewish girl from Philadelphia"* 

12 . ABRAH&J^BROTHMAK 

The informant stated that in approximately the spring of 
19^9 he was with BERNIE CHESTER on a Saturday morning in BBS'S Luncheonette, 
12th Street and University Place* A man who was unknown to the informant 
caiae to their table and asked CHESTER to come to his (unknown man's) place 
on 10th Street to talk to BROTHM0. CHSSTER was reluctant to go, saying 
something to the effect that he (BROTHMH) should take care of his own 
troubles . 

The informant stated that ISIDORE NEEDLMAN was present 
during this discussion. He also interceded for BROTHMAN. He said that 
NEEDL1MAN either came with the emissary or was there having coffee with 
CHESTER and the informant. CHES T3UE& go to th e emissary's place ♦ The 
informant viewed a photograph of I I He stated that there was 

some similarity in the photograph to h'i^ recollection of the above-mentioned 
emissary and said that he was possibly identical, but he was not definitely 
sure* The informant described this eniMary as follows: I4.8 to 50 years of age 
(19k9)i nationality, American; dark brown hair? blue or brown eyes; 
approximately 5 ! 11" to 6' in height; build, lean; residence, 10th Street 
between University Place and Jlfth Avenue j peculiarities, mustache, looks 
like professional-type man, smooth /talker, looked like Bohemian intellectual. 

On the following Monday or Tuesday, CHESTER related to the 
informant details that led to BROTHMAN'S trouble with the normmmist Party. 
In approximately 19k 8 two girls, whom he now recalls to be I I 

and l 1 invited BROTHMAN to speak before the Hetti Ia^atine Club, 

Chelsea SectibS, Communist Party. In his speech, BROTHMAN attacked the 
Party leaders and defended EARL BR0WDEE# Subsequently, in August, 19k& 9 
at the Section Convention (not Nation al Convention) a resolu tion criticising 



bfc 
b7C 



the Party leadership was introduced by 



stated that in the 19i i8-19ii9 registration the Party refused to register 



The informant 



_| They were also in trouble because they refused to 
Lall 



contribute substantially to the Party Fund Drive, 

In explaining his wjJljjignesK_to talk to BROTHMAN about his 
troubles, CHESTER told the informant that BROTHMAN was one of the top* 
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plastic chemists in the United States; that he had contributed substantially 
to the Communist Party previously; and that he wanted to settle his 
troubles with the Party arising out of his critical speech at the above- 
mentioned club before he went to Switzerland. CHESTER told the informant 
that BROTHMAN had promised that flhen he returned from Switzerland he wo#d 
make a substantial contribution to the Party. The informant stated tttart he 
did not know MOSKOWITZ and KOGAN were received back into the Party; however, 
he knew that no further action was taken against BROTHMAN. 

She informant then went on to s$y that BROTHMAN was not a 
member of any Communist Party branch, but was* a member-at-large. During 
the war years ^ h^ was respo nsible to BERNIE CHESTER and thereafter he was 



responsible tof 



The informant stated that BROTHMAN must have 
been held in high 'i^g&rd by the Party* There could be no other reason for 
his success in avoiding being purged because of his pro-BROWDER sentiments. 
CHESTER told the informant that BROTHlltAH was not a firm person and that he 
was jittery all the time. In this connection, he told the informant of an 
incident in 19hh or 19U5 when BROTHMAN and CHESTER had a meeting in a 
restaurant in New York City and CHESTER at that time received something from 
BROTHMAN* During the course of the meeting, a photographic flash bulb went 
off in the restaurant and BROTHMAN was very much worried that a photograph 
had been taken of this meeting* 

A; photograph of BROTHMAN and MIRIAM MOSKOWITZ were exhibited 
to the informant, but he failed to recognize them. The informant stated 
that he had never seen either MOSKOWITZ or BRAHMAN. 

12* BERN IE C FESTBH 

Ihe informant stated that CHESTER definitely was connected 
with JACOB GOLOS. He said that he assumed there was a connection because 
CHESTER was *not around" when the ELIZABETH BMTLET story broke in the 
newspapers* He said that CHESTER remarked to him that GOLOS should not 
have gotten mixed up with BMTLEI, whom he (the informant) referred to as 
GOLOS* girlfriend. As further substantiation of this connection, he 
offered the following story: 

In the summer of l$k9 during the trial of the eleven Communist 
leaders, he, the informant, brought the members of the National Committee 
of the Communist Party to »Cohen f s Place" for a meting. ^Cohen's Place" 
was a studio apartment on the third floor of a building on the north side 
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of 22nd Street, just east of Seventh Avenue situated between a hotel and 
the corner* The building is for the most p*x$£*a' business building* but 
COHEN occupies a studio apartment on the thir^ "floor* His name was on 
the directory and mail box on the door* The informant stated that there 
was a suitcase in the place which contained a 35mm, camera, a stand arid a 
lamp* The camera was focused to photograph documents. He said tfaat the 
lavatory in the studio appeared to be use<4 as a developing room* 

The informant said that he believed that "Cohen's Place" 
had been used by CHESTER for photography for several year© and that JACOB 
GOLOS had also used it. It is to be noted that ELIZABETH BMTLEI has 
stated that CHESTER attended JACOB GOLDS 1 funeral. ifcOHEN was described 
as follows: age, $0 to % years (19^9); height, 5 f -4r to 5 1 9 X \ %»ijpt, 
135 to litO pounds j hair, blondish; eyes, blue; occupation, artist* 

The informant stated that CHEStER told him that he was in 
Mexico some time during 19l*0 or 19ljl and that &CK STACHEL was there at the 
same time. The informant continued that CHESTER in X9l|0-19l*l was active 
in the Consnunist underground. He stated that he had two female agents in 
the Confidential Squad of the New York City Police Department* These two 
female agents obtained a comple te list of the Confidential Squad of the 
New York City Police Department and furnished the same to CHESTER. With 
the aid of this list, according to the informant, CHESTER succeeded in 
exposing policemen who had been planted in the Communist Party by the 
New York City Police Department ♦ 

The informant related that CHESTER is the unannounced 
treasurer of the New York State Communist Party* He is not aware of the 
name of CHESTER'S company. He knows that his office is located on the 
sixth floor at 1 Union Square West, New York City, in the rear of the 
building. He is listed on the building directory as BERNARD SCHUSTER. He 
is certain that he has occupied this space since 19i£« He does not know 
his telephone number* He has never had any employees to the informant's 
knowledge. In fact, the informant has seen CHESTER do his own typing* 
The informant last visited CHESTER'S office in October or November, 19h9* 



v^O 



13. STEVBIMELSCM 



The informant stated that NELSOH had an extraordinary war 
record on the part of the Loyalist forces in the Civil War in Spain. TOien 
he returned to the United States, EARL BROWDER immediately placed him on the 
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National Committee of the Party* Sometime thereafter, he was made Party 
Organizer at Oakland, Calif ornia* The informant remarked that this was a 
most insignificant job for a man of KELSON'S ability* He thought that there 
was a good reason for this, but he could not elucidate. The informant 
stated that he had no knowledge of any espionage activitie s on the part o f 
NELSON* He was not aware of any connection of NELSON with 



He stated that while NELSON was the head of the Nationalities 
Group of the Communist Party, he keptiparticularly close watch on the 
Yugoslavian situation and this interest continued after he withdrew from his 
position with the Nationalities Group, The informant stated that NELSGH 
was not "politically bright*, but he was very courageous and an extremely 
loyal Party member. It was the opinion blthe informant that NELSON would 
perform any assignment that the Party requested. He stated that on one 
occasion when he was present in KELSON'S office, a seaman brought a package 
of papers to NELSON from Japan, Iflps package contained Japanese Communist 
Party newspapers. The informant reaipked that it was unusual for an ordinary 
seaman to have direct access to the office of any Communist Party functionary, 

The informant also stated that NELSON was particularly 
security conscious, and that when a persm came into his office he would 
immediately take the telephone off his desk and put it into a closed drawer 
of his desk* 



C. MISCELLftNEOUS 



1* MOISCi 



S^fe 



TERN 



A photograph of MOISCHE §JEBN in the uniform of a Russian 
general waa>^gxliibited to the informant and he recognised this photograph as 
General MILStaAEBER. The informant stat^<i that he, the informant, was sent 
to Canada in 1931 on a Party assignment and remained in Canada until the 
Fall of 1932* He stated that he believes he saw KL4EBBR in Canada during 
this period* 



2. JULIA 



iUN^UAft^)INTZ 



The infomant stated that around I9I4O there was a rumor 
traveling around Communist Party TT^Hrp^+.s^fl -fa^-h .tttt.ta Pf)VMT7. had returned 
to Russia and was living as the wife of 
of the Council of Ministers of B,S,S.R, 
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3. marc: 




CHERER 



The informant stated that SCHERER was very close to JOHN 
WILLIAMSON. He stated that SCHERER is a very intelligent and capable 
individual and very much trusted by Par^jr functionaries* The infonaant 
pointed out that he believed SCHERER hat his training in Russia and he 
would be a very logical person for illegal work of the Party* 



U. jdBiSTAROBIN 



X^STA 



Ihe informant stated 
by EUGENE DENNIS and BETTI GANNET?* 



that STAROBIN was a very trusted person 
He stated that he had never heard of 



STAROBIN before the war, but he became Foreign Editor of the »Baily Worker" . 
In the opinion of the informant, STAROBIN was a very shallow writer and knew 
little about foreign affairs* He stated that on one occasion he remarked 
to BETTI GANNETT that STAROBIN lacked tbf knowledge of and wrote poor 
articles regarding foreign affairs and BETTY GANNETT in turn remarked, 
w Xou don f t know -what the situation is* 11 



The informant stated that STAROBIN was the person who contacts 
UN people. He was the UN Editor of the «Daaly Worker 11 . The informant 
stated that STAROBIN would be another person who might engage in illegal 
activities for the Party* 



$. RELATIVE OF 



The informant stated that he recalled the 



of the Queens County Communis t Party discus sing the fact that eit her 



las to 

J activ ities were 



b6 ■ 
b7C-' 



ipproachftd this 

wnetner or not ne should drop out of the Party whenL 

brought to light. The decision was that this relative of I ~| should drop 
out of the Party at this time. The informant could furnish no information 
regarding the identity or descripti on of this individual except to say that 



he believed he lived in[ 



Queers, Long Island* 



6* PHOTOGRAPHS OF ESPIONAGE SUBJECTS EXHIBITED 

Photographs of the subjects in the JULIUS ROSENBERG espionage 
apparatus were exhibited to the informant and he stated that he definitely 
recalled the face of MORTON SOBELL* He said that he connected this face 
with -Hie Comnunist movement in the 1930 *s* He could furnish no further 
details* 
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A photograph of 



was also familiar to the 



informant and he connected her with the Communist Party movement in the 
T,nwp-r» Eas±. side area of New Y ork City* He j femarked that a photograph of 



ALFRED SARAHT, and 
he could not elaborate further, 
other members of the ROSERBERG apparatus. 



were also familiar to hia, but 

He failed to recognize photographs of any 



The informant viewed photographs of HAHETGOLD, AJFBED SLACK, 

I GAIK OVAKBtlAN, SBfHI SBSBSKN, JACOB, flffffffi ■ ANATOT.T A. 

YAKOVLEV, ATOffi APAM5. VTfiTQRTA ffflMK. L7PIA STiffiJ 



pnotograpns or VICTORIA STONE and 



He stated that the 
were familiar to him* He 



connected STONE with the Communist Party fun ctionaries » but could not 



specifically recall anything further. As to a 
about the similarity in facial characteristics wittf 

It is < to be noted th a H 

and| he informant failed to recognize any other photograph 



be remarked 
of JACK STACHEL. 
Other than 



J 



Very truly yours, 



WWASD SCHKEDT7 y 

Special Agent in Charge lu^ 
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Director, FBI 



INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM 
- CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT ND-588' 



Dear Sir: 



The above captioned Informant, ushen interviewed on October 
6, 19f>0 regarding legislative activities of the Communist Party, stated 
that it was the function of the Legislative Secretary of the Communist 
Party on the national, state and county level to maintain a reservoir of 
information on a wide variety of subjects dealing with legislative and 
domestic issues* By having material incorporating the Communist Party 
viewpoint readily available on every issue, Informant said, the Communist 
Party was able to quickly furnish unions and other organizations complete 
inf ozonation on a wide variety of subjects* According to the Informant, 
organizations utilizing these services found themselves increasingly de- 
pendent upon the Communist Party for up to date material on issues of 
the day and in time knowingly, or otherwise, accept the Communist Party 
interpretation of current issues* 

National Level / ,■ 



a 
us 
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Informant said that on the national level all divisions of 
the Party, including the specialists in farm, trade union, negro work, and 
cultural activities, as a matter of practice, funneled all available information 
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regarding their respective fields to the Legislative Bureau of the Party 
where it was reviewed and processed so as to provide a ready source of 
material on legislative and domestic issues incorporating the Communist 
Party outlook. 

With the completion of material reflecting the Party approach 
to the most up to date and varied subject, he said it was then the function 
of the National Office of the Party to make such material available to 
Communist Party headquarters throughout the country* The district offices 
thereafter were enabled to quickly furnish unions and other organizations 
in their areas with complete and current information on a wide variety of 
subjects* Here again by eliminating the need for research by local 
organizations who consulted them on legislative and domestic issues, the 
Informant said the Communist Party was able to gain influence and to 
project its line in that area on a wide variety of issues* 

New York State Level 

The Informant said tha^the Legislative Bureau of the Party 
in New York State was made up soleisoif TTMflMi GERSON^few York State Communist 

Party Committee Member, and [of JOT^^EES, one of the 

eleven convicted Communist Party leaders, ana was located in three rooms on 
the fourth floor of Communist Party Headquarters at 3$ East 12th Street, New 
York City* 

Informant stated that a complete legislative library with 
books, publications and pamphlets on a wide variety of subjects was main- 
tained on the fourth floor of the Headquarters and the library was augmented 
through the efforts of SIMON GERSON, who endeavored to get on the mailing 
list of every possible group in an effort to keep posted on current issues* 

Informant also said that GERSON was at times called in to 
give a report on New York State legislative activities at the Panel on 
Legislative Activities at the National Plenum of the Communist Party, but 
as far as the Informant knew, GERSON did not participate further in Party 
plenums* In general, GERSON devoted his attention to the all out strategy 
on political campaigns, coalitions and acted as a spokesman for the New York 
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State Board, Organization Department, i»hil€[ 



3 he said, was 



^more concerned with the ctomestic issues arising out of consumer groups* 
x She devotes much time toylKneuvering of various pressure groups on tenant, 
health, and anti-discrimination issues and to the organizing of delegations 
to New York City Council and Albany on issues at such times as it was felt 
the issues warranted such action* 



b6 
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The Informant described GERSON and I I as the most 
^sensitive and responsible people" in the New York State Party to the 
reactions of the public to current issues of the day and iiiho were able 
to activate the Party on issues which might have mass appeal* 

County level 

Informant said that the county operation in the legislative 
field was be st represented from information availa ble to him in New York 
County where \ correlated and furnished 

information %o unions ana otner groups in sucn rinished form and so read^y 
that these groups, as mentioned earlier, gradually found themselves accept- 
ingriaole programs from the Communist Party representing research on subjects 
that the individual organizations could not do by itself and which in most 
cases was accepted without question* 

Eegarding the preparation of the Communist Party Platform, 
the Informant said that all sections of the National Office of the Party 
submitted proposals for material to be dealt with in EUGENE DENNIS 1 speech 
to the convention* These proposals were culled over, trimmed and augmented 
after which they were finally presented by DENNIS as a report to the Communist 
Party convention* 

After DENNIS 1 report to the convention, legislative activities 
were set up and later floor discussions were participated in, but the program 
receiving convention approval was always the program set up in DENNIS 1 
original report* 
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Very truly yours*/ 



3^ a 



Special Agent in 



„^<^6 
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Director, 



Dear Sir: 






Re: 



?§£r. . i^/ October . 5, 195,0 

IKFORMj^iF RECEIVED FROM CCHPffiMTTIlL 

INFORMANT HD-588 . ~^ w 



■Jf^Tt, / 



Re-Hew York teletype dated 'jfii&ember -27, 1950/ and New York letter 
to the Bureau dated September 28, 1950. 

The captioned informant is being interviewed by agents of the lew 
York Office, being discreetly brought to 1jfe^|>ffice for ■^toiker^Wji;'' i «»4^*6 
furnished thevf oil owing information: 

CP, USA - Organizatim^^jteBtrict 2, Hew York Dtt 1 



Informant advised thalT 



:sz 



'Vh£ wasf 




of one of the committees which sta^^lpd'emmatratic^ at Foley square. during 



the trial of the Communist leaders in W$j)r York City, had in her possession a 
list consisting of the names and telephj||:. numbers of the s taff of the H ew 
York State office of the Communist Partfffor 1946 and 1949 » | [ gave 

this list to the informant £&r saff -keeping because she did not want to have 
it in her pos session- in case slfc ghculd be detained while participating in 
her scheduled demonstration at ftole y Square* The informant continued that he 
never returned this list tol 



The list [is as follows: 

1 /■ 
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JOHN IAUTNEK 



WA 9-5243 



>"'' 



'B. CHESTER 



Mew York County 



Kings Count; 



E 



"1l -3EN DAVIS 



Queens County 



Bronx County 



T 



■«-*!»*' 



NI 6-0444 
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VfrflLL TCHNSTCETE ST '4-1779" 



212 Tfest 22d Street 



306 East 15th Street 
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Cultural 




MM JATPE 



LA 4-1955 



*tij, umauw 



tr fi-Bsan- 



I 5 



Party Lawyer 



100 Fifth Avenue 



jL 



CP, USA - Funds 

Informant advised that the Jewish* Labor Council, 



organized a Labor Bazaar, the first of which was held in 1S46 at 
the St. Nicholas Arena in New York City. The purpose of this bazaar was to 
collect funds for the Jewish Labor Qouncil . Representatives of this council 
canvassed merchants who were sympathetic to the Communist Party requesting 
goods, furs, and different types of merchandise to be sold at the Labor 
Bazaar. Also the representatives of the Jewish Labor Council would get 
quantities of goods on consignment, placing these various types of goods in 
booths which were managed by members of the Jewish Labor Council. 

Informant continued that in 1948 and 1949 the "Daily Worker" and 
"Morning Freiheit" took! over the Labor Bazaar which, up until that time had 



bo 
b7C, 



been run by the Je wish 
the 



ibor Council. 



and changed the na me of the bazaar to 
1 of the Press Bazaar 



Press Bazaar, \_ 

and was able to show ^profit of about $30,000.00 for the 1948 and 1949 
bazaar . I nformant stated that from thic some $5,000.00 was given t< \ 

to be used by the Jewish Labor Council to finance that organization. 



In discussing funds and cover companies which also may be use^f or 
secret Party espionage activity, the informant advised that TnLLIAMT^IFSR, 
the financial head of the Communist Party, has an export-import business with 
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offices located in an office building in the vicinity of 40th and 41st Streets 
on lladison Avenue* The exact name of this business and its exact location is 
not known to the informant. 

Informant stated that a friend, of his, Dr. MOSBalplRCN , worked in 
this office for 7JEIMSR and was on the paj^oll of this company for approximately 
two or three months during the summer of ,1948, prior to SIMONS departure to 
Hungary. Informant stated that 7EINZR had expected SIMON to arrange for his 
company to do business with various Hungarian companies. However, SIMGLT has 
been arrested by .the Hungarian Government, charged with being a British agent. 



Underground Operations, Security 



Informant advised that in the mJjWtle of 1S49 the National Office 
of the Communist Party called in AfiDXjJlMB. t° ^ QVr York cit 5 r from Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, where he was state chairman. R&.T^g was to do some work for the 
national Committee, namely, to organise a list of private homes which would 
be available for leading members of the Communist Party to use in case they 
would have to go into hiding for a period of two weeks or more* HEMES asked 
informant for the names and addresses of reliable comrades ?;hose homes would 
be available to leading Party members. 

Informant stated that he gave HESI3S two directions to follow: 



1. That iiEMES should contact the county organisers- 

2. That the county organizers would then designate the names 
of the reliable, trusted comrades who would work with 

HEMES. 



Informant stated that HEMES made numerous contacts, both in 
7/estohester County and Queens County, and that this project conducted by RESTS 3 
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lasted for approximately two months. Informant "was unable to furnish the 
identity of any of the comrades selected whose homes would he used for hide- 
away purposes* 

Underground Operations, Communications 

A - Radio 

Informant stated that the Communist Party was considering the use 
of radio communi cations as late. as 1949. Informant continued that ANDY HEMES 
instructed the informant tc obtain three SX-43 Hallicrafter radio receiving 
and sending sets* .Ah/arft one month after REMES 1 request, the informant was 
approached by JOMj^LLIiiMSON who i*M|icated to the informant that the National 
Committee was considering the possibility of radio communication between the 
New York area and other district offices . 

Informant stated that STEV^ILLE'R, alias J^^SfERS, also remarked 
that any radio communication established by the Party would be a mobile radio 
station in a truck, boat, or automobile because the establishment of a fixed 
radio station could easily be checked and the location ascertained by the 
monitoring of the Federal Communications Division. 

B - Telephone 

Informant advised that in 1949 BILL N03M&N remarked to him that a 
program would be set up to utilize the telephone as a means of communication 
between various districts of the Communist Party. The telephone was to be 
used as a relay system whereby, for instance, the National Office wanting to 
contact its Detroit office by telephone Would call a reliable comrade located 
in New York City. This reliable comrade in New York City would in turn place 
a call with some other individual, also trusted, in a city somewhere in the 
middle west. Informant continued that this individual in the middle west, 
who would be contacted by the comrade in New York City, would in turn call a 
designated telephone number in Detroit. 

Informant stated that this system, in his opinion, was in existence 
as of that time for security purposes. It was also his opinion that ail 
telephone calls between the top district functionaries were pre-arranged. 

C ~ Mail System 

Informant stated that T7ILLL&i^fe^N advised in the fall of 1949 



-5- 



2S?M^^Ial letter to Director, FBI 



that the underground structure must begin to organize a mail system on every 

level . Informant stated that two comrades^irere assigned to ascertain the 
names and addresses of trusted, reliable comrades whose residences could be 
_used as mail -drops. The individuals assig ned to ascertain these names were 

Jew York City, telephone numb er 



]who resid ed ad 



father. It is believed that this! 



j 



with his 



Both of these comrades, affeer obtaining the names and addresses of 
individuals whose homes could be usee! as mail-drops or places of Ji&djqg* sub- 
mltted their lists -be the iafp rmant ia sealed envelopes and he in turn gave 



these envelopes to From ther&Wtfrks made by 

the informant gathered that approximately 50 or 60 names had been complied 

arid turned in • ^" : 

Informant stated that ANDY 33 IBS also was assigned by the National 
Committee to contact reliable professional men such as doctors, dentists, 
etc., whose offices could be used tot meeting purposes or for mail-drops by 
the Communist Party. 

Informant stated that in his opinion a personal courier system is 
in effect and has "been for several years by the Communist Party. 

D - Use of Code 



Informant stated that J* PETERS, also known as STEVE KILLER, 
advised the informant that the Communist Party should consider the use of a 
code system, explaining that this system has been successfully used by the 
Ccvsniuaist Parties in Europe. 

Informant stated that J. PETERS, prior to his deportation, told 
the informant that the Party could designate a book to be used both by the 
national office and district office in the transmitting of messages. This 
book would be the key to the code. Informant stated that he had no knowledge 
whether any such code system was placed into effect, or the identity of any 
books under consideration as a code key hy the Party. 



Underground Operations, Couriers 



Informant, stated that BE^IlMCHESTSR, Hew York State Communist 
Treasurer, mentioned to him that Re had past contact with the Communist 



mmamm 



J^P5fttgS£li] letter to Director, FBI 
NY 66*3901 



lart" in Cuba and. had arranged a trip to Cuba for one ISRi^MMTSR* 

y 



[ 



Informant advised that in his opinion l | 

Jpf th e Review Commission, has served as a personal courier for the 



Party, and that 
and possibly | 



| of the Communist Party seamen matters 

J of the seamen couriers. 



Informant advised that he is convinced of the fact that the Communist 
Party uses a great number of seamen couriers* hut stated that he has no knowl- 
edge of the names or activities of any such couriers. 




Informant continued that DOROTI^TLCEB was the contact for the 

Communist Party with confidential type people^ such n,R Civil Service employees 

in the New York area. LOEB was succeeded by 



According to the informant, he believes that the confidential type 
people are now handled by a man whose name he does not recall* 



CP, USA - Underground Operations 



A - BERNARD CHESTER 

Informant stated that in his opinion BERNARD CHESTER is en-aged in 
come type of underground activity. ""CHESTER admitted to the informant on one 
occasion that he was in frequent contact with JACOBj^CtOS, former Russian 
agent. Informant stated that even though. CHESTER 'is the actual New Yortc* 
State Communist Party Treasurer, he must be engaged in some underground 
activity operating out of his sixth floor office in the building at 1 Union 
Square as of December 1949. 

Informant stated that CHESTER was also friendly and apparently 
had contacts with STEVE MILLER, with alias J. PETERS. 

Informant stated that he was of the opinion that CHESTER is assigned 
to handle secret Party activity and has knowledge of the existence and 
workir^s of this type of Party activity. It was the informant's opinion 



-7- 



^IP 



letter to Director, FBI 



3b-o 



901 



that CHESTER has been so engaged for the past several years. 

Informant stated that another basis for his belief that CHESTER is 
engaged in the underground secret Party activity was from a remark passed by 
CHESTER many years ago, around 1940 or 1941. CHESTER at that time advised 
the informant that he had received information that the confidential squad 
of the Uew York City Police Department were having policewomen join the 
Communist Party movement as undercover operators. CHESTER advised the inform- 
ant that he had two girls, who were policewomen, report the identity of the 
policewomen assigned by the Hoy; York City.;. Pol ice Department to join the 
Communist Party movement, CHESTER stated, that Tilth the help of these two 
girls he was able to obtain the names of these policewomen, and as a result 
he effectively had then* removed 'from the membership of the Communist Party. 

Informant stated that this incident is not familiar to him and when 
he remarked to CHESTER that he did not recall this activity taking place in 
the movement, CHESTER stated that the Party did not give any publicity to 
the uncovering of these policewomen, but merely kicked thou out of the move- 
ment • 



ILiiRCEL SCHERER 



The informant believes that another ifojrfvidual also engaged in 
underground or secret type activity is riiRCE^pCIfERER. SCHE3ER is a highly 
regarded, trusted and influential comrade in the Communist Party. Informant 
stated that as of December 1949 SCKERER was assigned to head the peace 

petition campaign of the Communist Party. 

Informant stated that SCHERER has an international background 
since he has been trained in Russia, and for this reason plus the respect 
shown to SCIIERER by the Communist Party leaders here, the informant believes 
SCHERER may bs engaged in work oP espionage type. Informant stated that in 
his opinion he would consider SCEERER to be one of the few comrades who 
could possibly be in touch with Russian contacts. 

Informant stated that SCHERER, to his knowledge, had been in 
attendance at several National Committee meetings and has always "been sesn 
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to be present at Communist Party national conventions* Informant stated that 
SCHE33H is not the type of comrade who engages or lends his name to open 
Communist Party activity. 

Informant stated that GGHgggB baa been associated with -Architects 
Technicians Union, and has also in tfiii past been associated with n Soviet 
Union Toda~ /' 



Informant believes that| 
reported to be employed in thq_ 



lwho as of D ecember 1S40 was 



~^T" 



JTey/ York City, and 



who was also Russian trained, is a highly* regarded person by the Communist 
Party leaders* Due to her inter nation al background and her capabilities, 
informant is of the opinion that lis engaged in some espionage type 
activity* :, 



Informant stated that | | has spent many years in Russia, returning 

to the United States sometime around 1939 or 1S40* 



that 



He st ated, that it was rumored around Communist Party Headquarters 

was at one time | | 

j of Chechoslovakia* 



Informant advised that£ 



Js not openly engaged in Communist 



Party activity and that her visits to "Communist Party Headquarter a are held 
to a minimum* Informant stated that as a matter of fact he ooulri not recall 



years 



being seen around. Headquarters more than a few times during the past 
u*1948 and 1949. 



He stated that | ] haa- numerous contacts amongst the Party leader- 
ship* Informant believed that in view o£ her past background and hov 
influence in the Communist Party that she may possibly be a contact between 
the Party here and Russian contacts. 



Informant stated that 



at thoQ 



as of December 1949 was employed 
Jin few York City, and has also been Russian 



trained. 
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Informant is of the opinion that | |is the type of 

who would he utili zed by the Party for esgicmage type activity* 

continued tha 

todav. 



i 



comrade 
Informant 
is not openly assopiftfed with Communist Party activities 
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E - JOHN TftjLIAESOB 

Informant stated that ffcbm among the present Communist Party leader- 
ship it would be his opinion thf^'JOEM WILLIAMS OCT, National Labor Secretary 
or the Communist Party, is one '"<$| the few top leaders in the Party today who 
has knowledge of the existence and possibly the identity of the comrades 
engaged in secret underground activity, Informant explained the reason for 
his opinion was based on the fact that "WILLIAM SOS was very close, both in a 
social and business fashion, to STEV3 HHLER, alias J. PETERS. Informant 
stated that he observed numerous conferences which took place prior to PETERS 1 
deportation from this country between W^LIAMS(3J and PETERS. 

Informa nt stated that at the tim e PETERS was arrested by the United 
States Government, ! | whom the informant believes was 

also engaged in underground type -activity, was observed by the informant to 
be in daily contact with JOHN WILLIAMSON. Prom this the informant gathered 
that WILLIAMSON was in close contact with PETERS' activity prior to his arrest 
and was possibly carrying on in PETERS' behalf during the time of the leader ! s 
apprehension. 

Informant stated that from the £ew remarks passed to him by WILLIAMSON, 
such as WILLIAMSON asking the informant if he could recommend any reliable 
comrade or business person who was pro-Communist and who was travelling to 
South America that he, WILLIAMSON, could make use of. Informant stated that 
WILLIAMSON made this remark to him around 1947 or 1948. Informant stated 
that he gathered the impression that WILLIAMSON wanted to approach any reliable 
comrade for the possibility of utilizing this person who would be travelling to 
South America as a personal courier for the Party. Informant stated that at 
the time of the request made by WILLIAMSCU, he was unable to furnish the 
identity of any reliable person travelling to South America. 

Informant ventured the opinion that WILLIAMSON would be one of the 
few top leaders who probably has a complete knowledge both to the operation 
of the secret Party apparatus and no doubt was aware of the identity of a 
number of people involved in such activity. 
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CP, USA - National Board 



Informant gave his impression of the present leadership of the 
Party, mainly the 11 convicted Coimunist Party leaders, and rated these 
individuals as to their influence and standing in the Conrounist Party* It 
should be noted, however, that his rating of the following individuals is not 
based on fact, but is based on the informality opinion of these leaders. 



Informant stated that EUGEI^DMNIS and JOHN WILLIAMSON are the 
most influential and enjoy the greatest authority in the top leadership circle* 
Informant continued that DENNIS and "flflLLlAMSCN are very friendly and in the 
past have worked somewhat as a team* 

Thes^ comrades have received political advice and suggestions from 
ALSXMBEi^g^!^l,EMAfl of the Fleming F r eiheit" who, in the informant *s opinion, 
is recogrffzed as the best political analyst in the Party today. 

Informant advised that after the expulsion of BROWDER, the entire 
leadership of the Party operated in confusion, but finally DEM IS was pushed 
"as the crown prince", received the backing of WILLIAM : ZA FOSTER, and hence 
became quite authoritative in the Communist Party ♦ Informant stated that when 
DENNIS became Secretary, WILLIAMSON, through DENNIS* assistance, automatically 
passed a great amount of power and authority on to WILLIAMSON in regard to 
Party policy and decision* Informant stated that DENNIS and WILLIAMSON were 
the most powerful of several small cliques existing among the National Board 
members • 



^ Informant conjtiffued that 
JOBSf^ATES, ROBERTXtHOMPSOU and Gl 
younger leaders of the Party bein 




group or clique would be made up of 
LL. This group is recognized as the 
checked closely by DENNIS and WILLIAMSON. 



Informant stated that the clique of GATES, THOMPSON and HALL and 
the authority exercised by them brought a reaction from the older Communist 
Party leaders. Informant explained that the sudden rise to power of GATES, 
THOMPSON and HALL brought about a feeling of jealousy and unrest among the 
older comrades who had been working for years in the movement* Informant 
stated that the reaction to the younger element taking over leadership of the 
Party was that this group came from nowhere in the movement without proving 
themselves, advancing to the top leadership positions. Informant stated that 
as a result of this promotion of these younger leaders, discontentment and 
lack of Party interest became apparent in the movement* Therefore, it was 
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necessary for the DENNIS - WILLIAMSON cMque to get together with the second 
clique of GATES, THOMPSON and BALL and introduce a policy of strict discipline 
in order to "bat" the comrades back 4nto line. Informant stated that the 
freedom of expression which was enjfjred to some extent by older members of the 
Party was no longer enjoyed, that decisions and directives handed down by this 
group had to be accepted without comment* 

Informant stated that the other leaders such as GREEK, STACHEL, 
DAVIS, 7JINSTCN, POTASH, WINTER, a*e all individuals who followed majority 
rule in regards to Party policy; this Party policy being that which is set 
out by DENNIS and WILLIAMSON. 



CP, USA - United Nations Personnel 

Informant advised that he had very limited knowledge of the mechanics 
of the Communist Party functions in the United Nations, but he was aware that 
when any comrades received jobs at the Unite$ Nations they were instructed to 
give up all open Communist Party activities and thus would be considered 
Communist Party members at large. 

The person contacting United Nations Communist Party members — aah^ 
were co nsidered a special underground group as of December 1949, was! 



/ 



^ 



■ft 



Communist Party State functionary. Informant continued that 
collected the dues from these people emplpyed by the United Nations* 



1 1 



The only comrade that $he informant could 
(first name unknown). According to the informant,! 



recall .was <*Sf 
is empl 



oyea as a 

Informant advised 
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spe ed typist in the United Nation s and is a Party memoer , 
thal | i ndicated to him that l k indles with anti -Communist Party 
groups at the United Nations for the purpose of picking up informatim £ar the 
Party* Informant believes that there are other comrades who assist 



in 



this type of activity, but their identities were never revealed to him. 

CP, USA - Political Activities 

Informant advised that the Communist Party works at attempts to 
control the American Labor Party. He stated that political activity of the 
Communist Party as of December 1949 has Jjifcen carried on under the name of the 
American Labor Party with the Parjjk working conscientiously during the past 
,vftflrs for t r he election of YITQ^RCANTONI C . Inf ormant stated that Comrade 

admitted to him ihaz while he,! I served as a Manhattan campaign 
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]for TITO T^lQjQlT OHIO in the 12*34 ©lections, 



Party dues from MAKCA177CTri0 at that time. 



collected Communist 

z 



Ken 



Informant stated th&t he was also advised that | 
York County Communist Party official, is a personal friend and a Party" contact 
or liaison link of i:ARCAJITCL T I0. 

Informant stated further that eomrade BERNARD CHESTER admitted to 
him that during the 1£48 rARCAKTGSnO campaign, CHESTER paid to MARCANTOMIO 
$15,000.00 as part of a Party contribution towards MARCAHTOLTIO'S campaign* 

Inforraant stated that he recalled that CHESTER advised that one 
Saturday corning UiOiO^TCfllO and BILL 1TCRK7AN contacted CHESTER and asked for 
the money in a very short period of time (in terms of hours). CHESTER advised 
the informant that at thin tine i:&RCAKTGEI0 was very angry and upset, and 
indicated that ho wan about to break with the Communist Party unless they 
could raise this amount of money for him inunediately. According to the 
informant, CHESTER advised that he was able to raise £15,000.00 in a very 
short period of tine and gave this money to 1LARCANTQMI0 as part of a Party 
contribution toward the campaign. 

Informant st ated that he was advised by GURLE¥#£.YM during the war 
years around 1S44 that | ~| ^ a s EAgJ^K0V/DER f S personal 

contact st the "-Thltn Fouse- 
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Informant advi&ed that since he has undergone a great mental strain 
and since he is physically tired as a result of several days of interview, 
Informant requested to "ba excused from further interview through the period 
September 28 to October 2, 1950, Informant advised that during this time he 
intends to take a little rest and engage in some form of recreation such as 
fishing, but that he would remain in the city and would be available for any 
emergency* 

It should be noted that the informant is cooperative and willing to 
be of assistance in furnishing information concerning his knowledge of past 
Communist Party activities. Informant stated, however, that names and events 
which have happened ovor the past years are hard to recall, especially the 
identity of comrades involved in various types of activity. Informant stated, 
however, that as time passes he will endeavor to recall the identity of comrades 
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engaged in the secret type of Communist Party activity. Informant was requested 
to refresh his memory in an endeavor to identify comrades whom he believed to 
be in the employ of the United State!* Government . The informant promised to 
comply if at all possible with this request. 

Informant stated that even though he is willmg to cooperate with 
the Bureau and furnish as much information as he possibly can, he has specifi- 
cally requested that his identity be kept etrictly confidential. 

The informant appears to be intelligent, personable, and has admitted 
that his past association in the Communist Party was a terrible mistake result- 
ing in his squandering array 20 years of his life. Informant expressed himself 
as desirous of cooperating with the Government and will do anything possible 
to atone for the mistakes he made by being a member of the Communist Party 
which he considers to be a menace to the United States form of government. 
It is believed that the informant is sincere in his desire to do whatever he 
can to cooperate with the Government at this time. 

It is to be noted that the informant is of Hungarian extraction and 
speaks with a slight accent. It should be noted that the informant has not 
requested or mentioned anything relative to his receiving any form of financial 
assistance from this office, lie did mention that in regard to looking for 
employment that if the Bureau could aid him in any way at a later date he 
would appreciate it very much. Informant advised that his needs in life are 
simple and that wages and hours are no object. He continued that his greatest 
hindrance In seeking employment appears to be his lack of references since he 
spent the last 20 years in the employ of the Communist Party. 

No commitments were made to the informant at this time, and more 
details concerning informant's intentions relative to employment will be 
discussed and the Bureau so advised at a later date. 

Very truly yours, 

T2DWAHD SCHEIDT, SAC ^ 
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Director, FHE 







Dear Sirs 



Re: INFOiMATION RECEIVED' 

CONFIDENTIAL MTIONA^OONF. Hft»r. 
DEFENSE INFORMANT 588 






He New York teletype of September 27^ 1950, to the Bureau and. He* 
York letter to the Bureau of September 28, 195#* 

The captioned informant is being interviewed by agents of the 
New York Office, being discreetly brought to the office for interview, and 
has furnished the following inforaatioftWn October 6, 1950: 




TOED ElifilHIGAL, RA£I0 & MACHINE 
as OF AMERICA (UE) _ 



'- l^llil'iV ^* 5 - 21 ™ *^ 



i£^%MMJKtea 



**£ 



The informant stat 
Party which is hj&ded by JO: 




t there is a UE. section in the Communist 
LfilAM SON , Nationa l Labor Secretary , who ha s 



delegated the iwfon responsibility for UE dissection and policy making Jbo hi s 
hB .STfflffWHMU Assistant Natagfla] Labor Secretary, ^ndJ , | 



flff^i.stfintif 



j 



was a former 



New~Tork State Communist Far ty» As 

__^ | of UE, District *#4, he is thoroughly acquainted with UE 

problems and methods of dealing with Shea, The informant described Communist^/ 
Party control of UE as almost 100 per ce$i& but not as "tight" as the control 
exercised by the Communist Party over theXFur and Leather Workers Union* 

The technical staff consisting of telephone operators, clerks, 
international organizers and representatives opera tinj^-tfC or out of UE head- 
quarters at 11 Kaafc.^lst Straat. Maw York fli itv: a ra .Completely under the 

direction ^of 



r 



IF 



ALBBflTrHmTS^ RALD or JAMES JJWSIIES. Di&ietor of Organi zations | ~" 
described as the I Jf Chechoslovakia | 



during for Id i/far TT 
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As an example of the close control exercised by the Communist 
Party over UE, the inforaant pointed out that in May or June, 1949, SID 
STEIN, Assistant National Labor Secretaiy, and Former District Organizer 
of the Communist Party in New Jersey, who was brought into the national 
leadership picture dur ing the Communist Pag&sr trial in 1949 c^me to- the 



informant and requested 

International HE SocmUry-Trea surer « 



of JULIUS] 



STEIN suggested that[ 



iMK, 



] 



I | of the Communist Party in the Needle Trades Industry 

and who in the UE oTTTce^ll^East 51st Street, New York City, 

ue used to do the investigation in t&is matter* In about one week this 
woman whose, namfl tha Informant, ,does not know came back with a report ishich 

stated that 



Communist Party for fifteen years-J 



na me unknown . ha d been a memoer of the 



had been studying art and 
The informan t interpreted 
and wanted the 



her only friend in the office was 

this act to mean that QaSPAK had doubts afeout 

Communist Party to check on her # 

A complete check was made on UE staff people by the Communist 
Party during the UE fight tf/bh JAMES CAREI of the rival right-wing union, the 
International Union of Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers of America-CIO» 

UE policy unquestionably follows the Communist Party line. The 
Communist Party believes that they c&n drive the UE to follow the Communist 
Party line "up to the point of breaking 11 » The UE is a vital instrument of 
the Communist Party in the latter ! s fight against the CIO, the AFL and all 
reactionary forces. The UE has constantly maintained a working class and 
progressive position and does not support. American Imperialism, but has 
consistently fought for the Communist Party program* The informant noted that 
at the recent Fifteenth International Convention of the UE in New York City in 
September, 1950, that some slight "compromise" was riade on the Korean question 
but that does not hi nder the Communist Part y in maintaining its control of the 
UE as the party wants | to take up some bona fide trade 

union positions as that, maKes mm, as well as the union, less vulnerable to 
reactionary attacks and criticism as being a "tool of the Communist Party*" 



"Daily 



In connection with the articles of 

Worker" columnist, concerning the recent UE conventi6\i, the informant said 
that he would carefully study these articles which are a "primer" of 
Communist Party trade union policy in connection with the UE and report on 
them. 
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The role of the UE in the event of war is unquestionably 
that of slow-down, strikes, and sabotage as Well as a campaign to demoralize 
the workers on the production line. The inforaant pointed out that there are 
"many forms of sabotage"* The informant hid no further information to contribute 
concerning a Communist Party program of sabotage in UE plants. 

The Communist Party line is given to the UE by SID STEIN 
who personally telephones a secretary of either MATIES, EMSPAK or FITZGERAID at 
the UE headquarters. It is also a habit of WILLIAMSON'S and STEIN'S to consult 
with various trade union progressives at lunch time. These meetings are held 
at any large cafeteria where the meeting "can get lost in the crowd". Some 
possible meeting places were said to be a cafeteria located on l±2nd Street, on 
the South side of l±2nd Street near Sixth Avenue, which runs through to iilst 
Street, and another cafeteria located at jbth Street and Eighth Avenue whic h the 
informant described as the restaurant formerly operated b; | Another 

favorite meeting place is the lobby of motion picture theaters Where there are 
benches or settees, such as Loew's Lexington, £0th Street and Lexington Avenue, 
New York City* 

Although WILLIAMSON pointed out at one trade union meeting 
at Communist Party headquarters that "we do not interfere in union problems" the 
informant said that this was not believed by any persons present at this meeting 
but that WILLIAMSON said this just "for the record". 
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Conpangj ,.,Inc w 
Organization of the Party. 

UE CAMP, SKY LAKE, 
PAULING, NEff YCRK 



Most of the UE literature is published ai^RffCop^ph 
, 81X Broadway, New York City, which is controlled by the' State 



The informant pni mt.pri 



have been conducted at the UE camp bv l 

of the Party who is now in Yugoslavia, ancf^q 



fagff^hhat Communist Party schools 



former Communi st Party organizer 
affiliated with 
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the American Committee For the Protection oil 



thft Foreig n Born and the State 
[was sent to Sky Lake 



Education Department of the Communist Party.| 

by the Communist Party in order to correct "misinterpretations" of Communist 
Party history by | | which were reported by a member of UE "students '*♦ 

The informant identified the following UE officials 
as members of the Communist Party with an exception to this noted in the case 
of ALBERT J. FITZGERAHh 

ALBERT J. EETZGERjEDj President; FITZGERALD was 
described as an opportunist who is a Commtjnist Party sympathizer. He is not 
known to be a member of the Party* He was a local figure in a UE shop in 
Lynn, Massachusetts, and as the Communist Party wanted an Irish Catholic who 
was not a CAREY, i.e. would not rebel against Communist Party dictates, FITZGERALD 
was brought into the UE limelight. He is susceptible to flattery and luxury 
and is easily played upon by the Communist Party. 

JAMES J. MATLES, Director of Organizations MATLES 
has been a member of the Communist Party since 1931 and a former district 
functionary of the Communist Party in New York in 1931# He is described as a 
member at large. He does not attend Communist Party meetings. MATLES obtained 
the UE charter .in 1$?.36 from the CIO for the radio and electrical field and 
together with JAMES LUSTIG, UE representative of District §h, and JULIUS EMSPAK, 
International Secretary-Treasurer, were the driving force in the organization of 
the UE. MATLES has the organisation well in hand and all the main speeches and 
reports are given by him. The informant noted that in the 1?1*8 and 19h9 con- 
ventions it was MATLES who *went to work on CAREY", former officer of the UE# 
There has been some criticism of MATLES' policy for ^leaning backwards too much" 
which was first detected in the UE 19kfi convention. There is an element of 
individualism in MATLES disliked by the Communist Party • 

JULIUS EMSPAK, International Secret ary-Treasurer; 
EMSPAK is a member at large of the Communist Party. 1'he informant is not too 
well acquainted with EMSPAK but recalled that in I9I& when the Hungarian faction 
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of the Communist Party was building a trade union EMSPAK volunteered for this 
work. He marched in the 191*8 DE contingent of the May Day Parade* 



_tf£^ 



/Jm 



& 






In '1934 and 1935 was a memfejir_qf Section IB of tiff West Side Communist Party , New 
York City* He was also educational director in a Party branch. 



> \ 



X 



i [ Local k7$ 3 New York; 

fLs a member of' tne uomurust party wno attended a conmunist Party jaeet- 



ing at the Hotel Mc Alpin in October, 19U8 concerning the raiding of the tilt 
by the DAW. 

^^W B^OHENj Executive Board Member, Local U7£, Mew York* 
COHEN was a National ^Comir&teeman of the Communist Party J.n 19U5 and afmer 
Party organizer in Toledo, Ohio. COHEN is now eirployed by a shop in Brooklyn. 
His Communist Party career was descried as "went up fast, down faster". 

Local hl$ 9 New York: 



Side section in the 1930 *s« 



]of the CoiJTOni^t^arty in the lower East 



[ 



^<y 



Workers Union of Africa. 



Local 1227, New York; 

I of the Transport 



iLocal 1j30j New York $| , 

1 of the Communist/ Tarty in 19U9* Identified as a naemter of the U30 Club 



or tne uommunist Party. 

^^^^^^W^^^^^ Agent; local 1139$ 
Minneapolis, Minnesota^ He was a^Tormer editor of the "Daily Worker" and member 
of the National Board of the Political Committee of the Communist Party. 
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attended the 19k$ and lVW> 




lUSTI Q^Sgt Representative, District #U: 
t ^Farty convention. 



xst 



__^__ LUSTIG 
Has been a member of 
instructor in 1929 
This 



the Communis;}; P§rty since 1?25# LUSTIG was informant's 

in the National Trade School which was then located at Union Square • 

school was attended by prospective Hungarian lead^s for a period of three 

months, LUSTIG was teaching on decisions of the Sixth Congress of the Communist 

International, LUSTIG is believed to be -still a member of the Communist Party* 

LUSTIG 1 S brother, BIl^USTIG, was a veteran of the 
Spanish Civil War and is a m&aber of the Vet^fans of Abraham Lincoln Brigade, 
whom the informant met in Bari, Italy, during World War II ♦ In I9I4.6 BELA LUSTIG 
was a Captain in the Hungarian Political Police* 



I 



^ 



Communist Party ♦ | lifas a member of^SeoElon 

New"" York City in the 1930 's and was a member of 
UE at the Fifteenth International Convention* 



T Local 111k, Chic ago t t j 

] a member o f th e Hungarian Section of the 



TBe 



of T2ie Communist Party in 
Resolutions Commit tee of the 



of the Farm Equipment Workers 
which merged with UE i'tt.-flbTOftber, ±yuy* u onsiaere d a m^V.^f,tMJiSms^^ 



P&E±y# Followed Communist Party policy in opposing the UAW when it was raiding 

UE. 



number of..-tfafr-CoBraaia£ PartvfJ 



Local 1*20: A charter 



to Local 1*30, New YorkgH 



rational UE, Assigned^ 



A 



section organizer of the' ^aPtjr Wfl6 15 iteld itt high esteeft By ina TOT ty and has 
been used Tin political campaigns. 
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I Schenectady, 
. : _ . .^^^ , , . - - _ , . w ..__._ . League in 



New York: A member of 

New York in 1939 and l&O, Has flone "work in Pittsburgh, 



District 




-_^-j Former UE Representative, District #ki 
onftrence For Peace which is under the direction 



marc: 

In charge of the New York Labor 
of the Communist Party. AjBunhe^at larg^e of tfe.e Communist Party* Taken out 
of the UE for work on the «Pe a ce Petitions* and probably will be returned to 
W work in the future. 



WILLI. 
Number 8, St I Louis g A former 
Party during World War II. 




BNTNERj International Vice President , District 
iber of the National Board of the Communist 



Local U30« New York; O n 



J\qy 28, 19k9, | 

right opportunism and breach of discipline. Nothing was effected 



in this matter ♦ 



I 



men^iowa aoove. 



Local hl$t 



"r 



| Chicago; An old-time Communi st Party member 
and a member of the Farm Equipment Workers. A^member "" of the Veterans of Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade who attended a Spanish Veterans dance at Manhattan Casino during 
the winter of I9I18 where he was seen by the informant. 



District 

A member of the Stai$ Committee of the Communist Party in L9U0 and iyk'f; frequently 
attended Communist Party meetings, one of which informant recalled took place Oct., 19U8 
at the Hotel lie Alpin in New York . This meeting concerned the UAW raiding of 
UE* It is noted that l l has been reported to be residing i n Alba ny, 1 

New York, and has no affiliations at Dhis time with District number I | j 
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LABOR MANAG EMENT RELATIONS ACT - 19h7 

In connection with the signing of non-Communist affidavits 
by trade union officials, the informant pointed out that all trade union officers 
-who are members of the Communist Party have **"+■ r&£2£te£$KJ otters of resignation 
from the Communist Party, a greatt many of which I I to WILLIAM 

TORMAN, Assistant State Secretary of the New York £tate Communist Party, has 
in her possession. The envelopes containing tlie letters of resignation from the 
Communist Party or a blank piece of paper on which the resignation may be typed 
later are addressed to the NewYork State Communist Party, These resignations 
are to be used in the event that the Labor Management Relations Act - 19k7 
is applied to these Communist Party trade union officers. 

The informant furnished the following miscellaneous 
information concerning the individuals listed below and who were identified by 
the informant as members of the Communist Party s 



Workers of America, was 
in 19h7 or 19&8* 



a member of the State Committee of the 



United Public 
Communist Party 



j^mum 



JOHN jP^fMC MANUS, Business Manager of the "National 
Guardian", 1? Murray Street, New York City, considered to be a member of the 
Communist Party* Has worked on the "New York Post", "Daily Compass" and "PM"* 



, |is a megfcer at large of the Communist Party* 

Attended a n&#£$& in ±9U1 or l&S at 100 Flf6h Avenup^ pw York Cit y, in the 
office of ^B^HJNGER concerning the expulsion of BEJJairGv5^ \ | stated that 

DODD was too^offerful to be expelled by the Communist, Party* DCDD was her 
pent or in Communist P arty work. This meeting was also attended by 



America* 



of the Teachers Union, Local 555, United Public Workers 



of 
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I | of the International 

Association of Machirt^its, atfeWdtSd^Cotiimtuiist Par t£ State conventions in l$Ui 9 
19U6 and I9U7 after iihich he wenY lift o - the backgrowici* '"WTs^'knoira' to''be 
a close $y%w& of RmmTMTTflMIPSm. mmhfir of titift National Committee, CP, USA, 

and of I for the New York St ate ' * 

Communist P#ty# " 



Yeiy truly yours, 



/SAC* 



SCI 



o k 
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October 19, 1950 



;ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
''HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-2 6-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 

TAM/MLT/CLS 



Reoulet Septei^ ^ 

not be lecessary. f^ are iastru^d, ^^Jf 'J&^X off iees uSder^ 
separate coamunicatione for the Bureau and ™^J^J t .?£ A ;SJeSoSc 
appropriate captions, incorwati^erti^ea^^ 

SS^^ ^Mon for.erly furnished 

in itoBWiary fora* 



/yA\ 
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:bjc 4^ 



Tolaon__ 

U<tt 

Clegg 

01avin__ 

Nichols^ 

Roaen 

Tracy 

. Harbo 

aeimont^ 
Uohrv 



-wmn. 



OCT 1 




RECORDED 
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DECLASSIFIED BY 60309 AUG TAM/MLI/CLS 



Manhattan^ E@th of these visits to 



The informant stated that 

as a member at large because I I did not want to have any obvious 

contacts with the CPUSA* 




« € 

Steheral SSttram of Jmn^ttgatlon 
Untied States SUpartmwit of dmtxz$ 

New York 7> New York 



sr 27, 



Z^==3BW%?* 



.^r. Kosen 

Kf. Tracy, 

Mr. Ilarbo _... 

Mr. Mobir 

Vila. Jft.oon; _ ... 



6 



SLtLif 



secumty mm - c 



"'X. 



advised that he met 

twice during 1948 > bo th timosai his home ®n[ 



home were to collect GPUSA 



was carried by the Party 



The informant continued tha* 



i 



stated that he was 



a salesman* and that in the course of his work, he makes business calls 

~|was afraid that if his connection with the 



CPUSA mate kn own ♦ he would be restricted from visiting 

h& 



The informant co ntinued that he has no knowledge of the 

lbut stated that I _ I 



~| for the "Daily Worker" in New York City. The informant 
[as follows: 



Height 
Weight 
Build 
%es 

Hair 



cc: Bufile 10Q^33Q2£ElI 

100*51951 

66-3901 ' 



BLKsMDC 
100-new 




* ,. * 



,x.'& 



:<y 



•\v 



at\ 



A 



hbiiv\i BU1S50 



%• t ^ «*K 



♦ 



i 



Lai letter to Director 



IT 100-new 



The informant stated that | | was [_ 



]with the 



New York City Police Depart ment a amb er of years ag$, but that he has no 
knowledge of the details of | fc onnection -with the New York City 
Police Department ♦ 

In view of the foregoing, a case file is being ©pened on 
in th e New Yo rk Office, and investigation will be conducted to 



ascertain if I I should be made the subject of a Security Index 
r*-v*A I 1 



Card. 



Very truly yours, 



BDWABD SCHSIDT 
Special Agent in Charge 
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*l Ummtx of Kitwattgattotf 
Unit??* HuU*Wk?puttmtni of Hustio* 

New Yolk, New York 



IN RT^LV, PL.CASE REFER TO 



DECLASSIFIED BY 6031 
ON 10-20-2005 



November h? 19^0 

19 AUG TAM/ML^LEWjjal 



^_ 



ECTOKV 







Director, FBI 



Re: 



, wa« 



SECURITY MATIER-C 
(Bureau File 100-193577) 



Dear Sir: 



i A 



On October 17, 19?0 
and Eldred W» Cox at the New fork 



~jwas 
IjpTice, 



interviewed by SAS 



ND-588 famished the f ollowiag 



information concerning the optioned individual* 

The frtformant recalled that sometime during 19U7-U8-USL 

}ras 



informant believed tna"c[ 



of the section* 



]was e%tner 



at Hew York City. The 



Informant stated th at he tmdeiifcood that s ometime in 19U9 



had gotten a job as 



In New York City* 



The foregoing is submitted for information* 



Csv 



cc: HY 66-3901 

EWC:MRW 
100-ii33U 



\L 



K£ly& 



Very truly .yenirs* 




EDWARD SSHEIDT 
SAC 
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81 mr /U77~te 



ti-miA 




k s >k^& 
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itnttefc States Rvpattxmnt of Suaiirs 

New York y, wi York 



Mr- jr;.!i*-;3 
Mi, BoE*n 



DECLASSIFIED BY 60309 AUG TAM/MLT/CLS 23, .1950 | MiJ 
ON 10-20-2005 

CONECBgSniAL 



Director, FBI 



Re: INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM COTFIDENTIAI* 
NATIONAL DEFUSE INFORMANT 5^8 



Dear Sir: 



Re New York letter to the Bureau-, 10/11/SO* 



w 



>*** 



On page £a line 1. ther e appears the address of Los Angeles l 
after the n5me~of | This should be Mew York. On page 6, 

paragraph 6; line 1, is set o ut the name of WH&IAM PATTERSON. This 



1 „ I ? 



should be 



The above is being furnished so that the Bureau can change 
the copies of the above-referenced letter. Copies of the New Ybrk 
letter have been correspondingly corrected . 



h6 
■b7C| 



Very truly yours, 



sf* 



/EDWARD SCHfflDT) ^3E* 
Special AgeWin Charge 




>y 



-if- 



JFD:ac 
66-3901 



REC0R$D '-I* 






^ * 
V 




&77-tf 






:f'V : . 







f v 



^ 



*'*W* 



I II 



S*T>, """^"T^ 










i^-^r^' 



-n«J>^ 



SAC, New York Personal attention 
.yfc" Director, TOI 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
1950, 8at' DATE 10-20-2005 BY 60309 AUG 



' lafca.tvs of Lautnsr as to employment, ItTAM/MLT/CLS 
stater" ovan If. he la afcla to boci^s regular employment , it Is 
hia.dasipe to- continue to be available" to' the Eurosm for 
Interviews and *fco assist the Bureau in any vay possible* 

Icoordlry; to rafer^nced letter, ^autner has agreed 
t-G testify in a court of law to any Information he has furnished 
a;.,.Z ><a hue Indicated a sincere doaifre to holp the B~roau«' 

At the prea^nt time you are paying hi^i : i^Q..OO ^nr : /eok 
Tor tfcft- information he in providing on Communist rsattar^* In 
vizvr of tjlfi.lonr association in^Coitriuinlst affairs which Is a detor:/e^t 
in his efforts to secure employment, it vill he di^ic/ult for the 
bureau to aid L&utnsr in his .efforts to obtain e^play^ant* If Lauta^r 
ware in the position of Baliuea Hi 3algo, Herbert fhilbrick, at al, the 
Bureau urould surest an all-out effort to obtain a job for L\ratr>er* 
You should consider some manner of interim paymant to Lautnar ' ! urln£ 
his pr^ent period of unemployment which amy h<$ ablo to ease his 
*\}>anc1al situation. The payments nade' to him in this repard would 
ha r v Information of value and certainly would be appreciated by 
him, Xhe agouti t o? such payments "Should he based upon y-xr Lr^i^j 
of Lautner* s position and" value to the Bureau and yoi:r raconjrendat 
in this r*>*a* d should be transmitted to tha P:ursau« 
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New York 7, New York 



DECLASSIFIED BY 60309 AUG IAM/MLT/C 

o#9920990-2 05 



T 31, 1950 



Director, FBI 



Res JOHN 1AUTNBR 

CONFIDENTIAL NATIONAL DEFENSE INFORMANT 588 



Dear Sirs 



ND 588 stated that 
Avenue, New York City, is to be married during the week of October 29, 
1950. As a result of this marriage, the informant will take up temporary- 
residence in a hotel. 



b6 
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The informant continu ed that on January 15, 1950 he vis ited 

] in Boardman, Ohio and at that time [_ 



sensed that the inf ormant was having difficulties with the Communist 
Party, USA. | | told the informant that he could possibly secure 
employment for him in the steel m ills of Youngstown, Ohio, if the informant 
should ever need a job, I I was interested in getting ND 588 into 
union wor k if the informant ever left the Party • According to the 
inf ormant, I I has no interest in the Communist Party, USA. 



In regard to 



offer the inform* 



sx 



e3 thaip he h- 






no desire to enter into any type of union activity and added that he 
was employed by the steel mills in the early twenties and has no urge 
to return to this type of work* 



b6 
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The informant continued that he Is anxious to get started on 
the next phase of his life and that at present he can see no future for 
himself. ND 588 stated that he desires to remain in New York City, if 
at all possible* 

The informant advised that he explained to the New York Employ- 
ment Bureau that due to his 20 years employment by the Communist Party, 
USA and his subsequent expulsion from the Party, he is entirely without 
references except for an honorable discharge from the United States Army*. 
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letter to the Director 
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The informant added that the New York State Staployment Bureau representa- 
tives are sympathetic to his present difficulties. 

The informant stated that he did not mak;e his fl&jiaal C£B&a6t ™* th 
tihe Bureau with the thou^it in mind of securing future employment throa gh 
aid from the Bur eau* The informa nt advise d, however, that he would apprec iate 
anything the Bureau could do to overcome HIE 1&&K 61 rererences, s eating 
that once he go t a stAft 'ite would be able to stand on Ms Own iserit. 

The informant continued t hat he is goin^ to place applications w ith 
tt» Jfe i S S 9 f " tef- 1 *ig a , ftPd with the United Nations at iiake Success, 'tiew Yorit , 
if at all possible. 

He stated that he is well qualified for eaploysient with the Voice 
of America because of his knowledge of the Hungarian language and his 
political background. Also the infoi&aat did propaganda work and radio 
script writing with the Physical W&r*^ Sfcetion of the Amy Intelligence 
during World War II in Bari, Italy. 

The inf oitaant stated t&art perhaps he would frs valuable as a civi lian 
employ ee with the ^rprr latfr&Agacee. wmmmm ■ "■ ' ' ,,J - ■■ ' ■ " ■-' 

BT regard to these contemplated e rol3ymen *-s t jfrfi iafolnaaaL stated 
that he is aware of the fact that fog jg not ,/ y\y^ tr a *T -^4^tttt&Lance Q j to 
reveal his pr esent connection with the Bureau. 

The informant was emphatic *j s+ r fl,H "P thafcjfeea ha ift aH1 * .to 
secure employment > it is h is intention to continue to be ^v^lable t^> th e 
Bureau for interviews and to assist the feure&u in any way possibly . 

' *»■" II ■■ 1. "■' . '■' P - 

It is to be noted that during the long series of interviews conducted 
by agents of this Office , the inftmaagfc has feggn rayy cooperative aifrd haa 
appeared to be sincere in Ma desire to assist the Bu reau* The informant 
readily agreed to tegtxi'y in a court of law to a ny information furnished by 
him in Bureau cases. " *— - — *— 

It may be further noted that alth ough a payment of &?Q.O0 a p er 
week is being mad e to the informant, he at no ta me indicated toat he <f esires 
payment of any MmTT&r nis services* 
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SC^^BJESSIAL Letter to the Bureau 
M 66-5901 



No commitment or promises of any kind were made to the informant 
concerning any aid or assistant which the Bureau could render him in 
obtaining employment. 

It was suggested to the informant that he should attempt to 
secure employment, if at all possible, through his own effort* The 
informant stated that he was making an effort on his own by contacting 
employment agencies and private companies, but that the "stop gap* 
appears to be not lack of ability but lack of employment references 
for the past 20 years. 

The informant stated that it was only within the past month 
that he has seriously contemplated securing permanent employment since 
he realises that he is a middle-aged man and must soon establish himself 
both financially and socially* 

The above is being furnished for the Bureau's review and 
opinion. It is felt that since the possibility exists that this 
informant my be considered an important witness in Bureau cases 
arriving from the Internal Security Act of 1950 that the Bureau may 
be interested in rendering some assistance to this informant. 



Very truly yours t/ / 

ES&RD SCBJHDT 

Special Agent in Charge 
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Directory FBI 
^li^OKTATm FGRHJSHED BY JUff YORK 



DAT*: Forever 8, ipSO 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLArEIFIED 
DATE 10-27-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 
TAM/MLT/CLS 



.le ry ^etto r dated O^zohzr 13 5 1? ^ Instant niat+er*, 

Peg j 3^ oaas^ zlio sab beading u OHKT irll LWH30II, lire 11 5 ths last 
scanner should fce corrected to reed £3 follows t 



tos cons tartly 



In this connection during this period* 
^lAsj him xiuch was an ip^icatioa to the xnfonaant Jva.t HuLLLAJSON vms 
rcuch concerned regarding FETI^S 1 status ^ 
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con ufi:t party, usa 

IN'PSRNAL &3C f JRITY - C 
Ij:ITExH:AL SECURITY AC I 1 QT? 1950 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 10-27-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 
TAM/MLT/CLS 



Reference is x,?Cz be Memorandum dated llove.oiber 28., 1950> 
Proo? Kr. Melnerney, of the Doner twe^t,, requesting tha t reports of 
Confidential Ir^orrrant T-l in tho raport of Special Agent fturselU S, 
Corner of To" York dated October 2?,, 1?50~ be r.sde available "or 
1 ^'ian by ihe Dooarbnreat end ch' fc suitable arrangements be nede for 
an early interview of t'rls iriPorirant in WacJiirjgton, D*C C r~ con- 
t^> virion of his vise as a witness before the Subversive Activities 
Control uoard^ 



On December 2 $ 1950, I callcri the Hew ^ork 9 and in the 
*beo".<x> of SAC Schor'dt and ASAC \Tiolan, I spoke to Mr« Granville* 
I van Victor! that ho choc! to find ont Jnetbor this informant is 
available by Oenartocntal rose- pcriatives* 



7oa vill recall Jos fc this Jnfor/r£nt 



o 



John Jj/U*g?er, 



-j ho 



lios furnished nome excellent infomatior since his breeJr ^ith rhc 
Co:- . t tis I Party. 

Supervisor Mcrnbcspai-'lt railed fro>r He:: ^ork on oh? .nor-un^ 
wf Doee"ibee L;, La advise that this informer! is a^ailablo to testify 
and vill proceed to hashin^ton at any ti>re^ except on Deconber l s :\ T hen 
hs ha.s somo business to v andlc. ^nc informant fijC not hevc any moat;, 
onclj, therefore, xrovld need financing to cc^o to uashiigton. 

t- 

Ln appropriate rc~\Ly should bo prepared for the Department 9 
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Director, FBI 

COMMUNIS T PMTY, USA 
IttTEKKAL o:CUaiTY - C 
INTERNAL SECDBIIY ACT OP 1950 



Reference is made to your memorandum of November 28, 1950 
wherein you requested the identity of Confidential Informant T-l, 
mentioned on oage 521 of the summary renorb of Sovdal Agent 
Russell S. Garner at Now York City dated C c tober 21, 1950. 

For your confidential ihformation this informant Is 

jhn Lautner. Several reports concerning this individual 
re been furnished to the Division of Records* 

Mr* Lautner is available and will proceed to Washington 
.any time, except Decent er J, 1950 when he has some personal 
[airs to handle* p or your additional information Mr, Lautner 
I bed that he does noo have any money end would need financing 
tcome to Washington, D.C, 




*^=^BP^H^ 




Assistant Attorney General James M. 
Mclnerney, Criminal Division 



December, 6, 1950 
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100-16177 
FAf, Me* fork 



regyw trs&im 



January 30, 1951 



Director, FBI ALL information contained 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
r~ H0 588 DATE 10 - 27 - 2005 BY 603 9 AUC 

W Hie 66-3901 / — tam/mlt/cls 

RECORDED- 116 /**- fbHl^ f 

u * Itaad upon tht p©r»oaal racommendation contained in your letter of 

Jtanaxy 22, 1951, approval is grants to pay lautner at & decreased rate of 
i A«» per intervi&i*, affaetiw Ifebruar^r 1, 1951, for a six months period* 9mtm 
,x Jnter*t*wi ibould be IJtoitad to two a ymk md if they axcaed that m*aber you 
should advise the Bureau* 



cc - Mr. Travers Rm. 5505) 



JPD:Bffl ,{-.v 






^ -/ 



Clegg 

Olavin 

Nichols^ 
Rosen 
Trac y i in i 
Harbo 



Tele. ftt>om_ 

Nease 



■ ** 



^ 



•A »>** 






, fc 1 









Oandy^ 



■p 



b 



4 



lUxUzh Btatm Bvpwctmmt nf ihxxtitt 

federal SSttmut nf Unuestigatum 

NEff YORK, NT 



Mi .- ~ 

; Mr. Gicreto 
Mr tfiehob 
Mr. Bosen 



1 Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Hcrrbo 

Januaiy 22, 1^5l Bolmont 

DECLASSIFIED BY 60309 AUG TAM/MLT/CLS * Tt * Mohi 

ON 10^27^2 05 ^>^m ^^ '. 



Director, FBI* 



Dear Sir: 



BE: JOHN MOTHER, 
*> ND 588. 

OONF. INVT ^ } 



^ ^ v 



Rebutel October 11, 1950, authorizing this office to pay informant 
$50«00 per week during current lengthy interviews . 

KD 588 within the past month has been intex^iejift^^i^the New York 
Office at the rate of abo ut two full day jL a ireek »yl3uring these interviews 
the informant has furnished valuable iiifOTmatxdn relative to the different 
phases of Communist Party activity. The information which the informant 
furnished the interviewing agents will be set forth in the appropriate 
case files. 

It should be noted that the inform ant was recently interviewed by 
Special Assistants to the Attorney General \_ 



relative to the informant's prospective testimony before the 



Subversive Activity Control Board in the case involving the Communist 
Party. It is anticipated that ND 588 will testify in the Government *s 
behalf according to t he comments made at the end of the interview by 
| W 588 is also endeavoring to obtain a position but 

to date nas met with negative results. In the future, it is expected 
that the informant will be interviewed at the rate of about' one day a 
week or possibly less on Communist Party activity. 

The **ureau is requested to authorize this office to compensate theCr- 
informant at the rate of $20.00 per interview which interview generally 
lasts at least seven to< eight hours and is generally conducted in the 
New Tork Office. Bureau is requested to make this change of pay to $20.00 
per interview instead of $50.00 a week, effective February 1, 1951* for 
a six months period. 
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Very truly yours, j 

EJCOkJl.0 - 

EDWARD SO! 
SAC. 
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Meurlet February S $ 19&1, 



February S3, XBeU 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-27-2 05 BY 603 9 AUC 

TAM/MLT/CLS 



Since Lout ner is mqt furnishing current information 
1st Forty activity 4*e to hts expul 



aim fr tm the 
he should Mt 4** ignited a coo/fd «/»**«! «»«r*^* 



•n Cesmuni 

Communist Party* , 

4 notatien to tfto 

should cf« likewise* fhers is ne fJ^|#oiiMi *• y«ur co»ttmrtli0 

tft* u»« of his permanent symbol nummr. 



With regard te Lautner *m 4*9 ire to obtain a 
position with the Tote* 9/ America,, ii; is *&# Bureau* c 
opinion that affinitive step* should mot be taken by ih« 
Bureau to assist htm in tHe refard. If, however, Lautner 
submits an application te WML the Bureau will furnish the 
facts of his recent cooperative far tOA'e confidential 
information but at the eame time it mtll be pointed out by 
the Bureau that the Bureau emnnet memeh far Lautner* leu 
may tell Lautner *k« Bureau will o m tmeel edge his reeent 
cooperation but cannot, due te hts past Communist affiliation, 
deny ouch association or vouch for hts ability in relation to 
any employment he may desire. 

Authority is given to furnish Lautner up te 
$125 to be used by htm in attempHng te obtain a card in 

the Bricklayers Union* 

In view of Lautner f t financial condition, after 
the present interviews with htm are terminated, you should, 
reaemmend a particular sum mhieh you think he should receive 
if he is able ta be of assietmmme in reg rd to Bureau oases 
requiring his cooperation. 
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cc- Mr, Tt avers, 5505 
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* UNITED STiO®S GOVERNMENT 

TO * Director FBI DECLASSIFIED BY 60309 AUG IAM/MLI/ CLS^ ipiji 

Ja ' " ON 10-27-2005 

FRdiM^^SAG, New York - jSEggegjagET 

SUBJECT: JOHN IATJTHER / ^ - 

KD-588 / 

(Bureau File 100~l6l?7) tZACrai- - » 

— i^ y Mood 

Reourlet 10/33/50 and Bulets 11/9/50 and l/30/£U 

ND-588 has been cooperating with this office since approximately October, 
1950, and during these past several months has furnished valuable and reliable 
preformation concerning his knowledge of Communist Party activities* This 
informant has furnished reliable information relative to such phases of Communist 
Party activity dealing with underground activity and security measures, as well 
as the National Groups Commission, Communist Party connection with the ALP, etc. 
This informant has furnished valuable information concerning National Communist 
Party functionaries* 

The informant has been interviewed by agents of this office relative to 
the various phases of Communist Party activity as mentioned above and has rendered 
wholehearted cooperation with every agent* It is to be noted that the informant 
has been honest in his appraisal of Communist Party activity, and when the infor- 
mant was not in a position to answer a question based on his past Communist Party 
association, the informant unhesitatingly remarks that he does not know en answer 
to a particular question* The informant has also indicated that when he answers 
a question put to him, he will answer the question based on facts or he wiL 
indicate whether his answer is based on hearsay remarks as^ rslffte&itftjMflHw 1 other 
Communists whom he knew* J&i riX xy ' ' 



HD-588 has advised that he has endeavored to secure employment through 
the United States Employment Service as well as private employment agencies, but , 
with negative results thus far* The informant has advised that he has made a 
twenty dollar down payment towards receiving a Union card in the Bricklayer 
in New York City in an endeavor to find part-tjjne employment as a bricklayatfj 
at all possible, in the Spring season when activity in such work is on the 
Informant stated that in order to receive a Union card, remarking that *■&#_ 
was a member of the Bricklayers uni on, it will cost- him afrmit ftlgcLOQ* IsilEbi 
stated that at the prese nt time he g gg a^£5S5SJSE f^°° BJrJoa^ fi»viJ|gjft 
he must count on for his "sole support, which is excluding the money rSceiv 
this office* « — mmm " 



The informant has continued to reside in a small single room at the , 
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Letter to the Director 
IIT 66-3901 

Ho t el j 100th Street and Broadway, ITerr York City T since .about December r 1 9^0 » 
Informant has aqyisea tpa-p oecause or limited Juiada available to him pl us the 
fact theft lie realizes that sooner &r later his financial connection ifrilh this 
office wil l nave to come to an end^ he, has ftwfeiy asKea tile Bureau JX" tnqy c an 
render any assistance at all in sectoring e^jg^nt r or him * "Informant stated 
.that beeaimu 61 5xs past coirmnist bacicgromFoetween the period 1930 and 19$Ch 
vbhis portion of his life, he believes, will serve as $ mark of distinction to his 
detriment in securing employment in th£> future. 

In discussing with the informant what particular type of employment 
he had in mind in which he thought this Bureau could be of assistance to him, the 
informant stated that in view of his past Coamom Tfit Egjdffi amaacMag and his 
extensive knowledge of the Communist Party,, Line and its methods of propagand a^ 
he thought Tie "ma y be able to serve Himself ftpd his flovernmeni as well by bei ng 
connected, if at all possible, as an anaJffigt or research man, or otherwise » i n 
t he Voice of Americ a* 1'he itdb^maxA stated' thai since he is free and not tied 
d6tm witn iamiiy"otxLigations, his wife beiasgf divorced from him, h$ would be 
willing to work any hours or serve the Government in aiy city or St^ate, if he 
were granted the opportunity to beso&* connected with the Voice of America* 
Salary would be no object as long as s it afforded him a living wage* 

Informant stated his desirfe to be connected with the Voice of America 
wotGd be one way of trying to expose the Commiinist Party either here or abroad in 
one way or another through the medium o f the Voice of America* 

It should be noted that the infor mant is more than willing to testif y 
[in ar^r Bureau case as wel] as testify as a Government witness under the Internal 
[Security Act of 19^0 • 

The informant has set forth a j^ume of his background which he thinks 
may qualify him for some type of position -with the Voice of America* 

Resume : 

"As to ry knowledge of the Hungarian language: 

1) Vent to Hungarian Public, High School and 1^ to Teachers College* 

2) From 1929 up to present spent gsubstantial tine in Hungarian Affairs 
in U.S. 
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Letter to the Director 
WE 66-3901 

"(a) From 1930 to 1933 editorial Yrarker, speaker for the «Uj floret, 
Hungarian Daily* k f 

(b) 19U1-U2 editorial worker for^tp^yar Jovo* . 

(c) 19U2 national Secretary of ^^f Hungarian Section of International 
Forkers Order . ****** 

(d) At war period, I9k3*k$ 9 was with Psycholgical Warfare Branch for 

2U months in Africa and Italy, Monitored Hui%arian programs, iwrote 
leaflets in Hungarian for distribution in Hungaiy by l£th U.S* 
Air Force, also did broadcasting in the Hungarian language to 
Hungary from Radio Station Bariy 283 m. longwave ♦ 

(e) 19k$-h6 was .active in Hungarian^ affairs with * Magyar Jovot, 
Hungarian Council for Demoq^&cy, Hungarian Relief, etc. 

"Being a leading member of the Communist Party for 20 years, I feel 
competent in detecting Communist propaganda in any form, also qualified to refute 9 
counteract such propaganda. 

"I am a graduate of war Department Military Intelligence Training School 
at Camp Picthy, Md.-19U3* 5th Class." 

In view ->f the informant's cooperative atbitude and humble request 
seeking assists ice in any way possible from tKxs office, the Bur e au is request ed 
to consid er the request of this informa nt. "" 

The above information i? set forth to the Bureau in the event the Bureau 
desires to sound out or contact a high official of the Voice of America who may 
be in a position to be of some assistance in helping the informant become associated 
with the Voice of America. It shot&d be noted that no promises of aqy kind have 
been made to. the informant pertaining to any assistance this office could render. 
As a matter of fact, the informant has been advised of the Bureau's feelings as 
set forth in their letter dated November 9> 1950. 

However, it is felt that since the informant is facing a financial 
obligation and is somewhat upset about his future in so far as making a living, 
• feat in dire necessity +ht*. infnpmaiyh may attempt to meddle hxs information o r 
Efiowledg e ox' communist i^a rty activity to either private agencies who are intere sted 



in securin g sucn inx.^nnat>xon agaiijjcj^ the Co rnqpaybflj or to 6ther Government agenc ies, / 

■t|flWL6tj, where ' gucft people as the " 



«teh dfl, mu liuul& ' i'ubicai and HaLm - all^ciului rBM 

jjai'Qri^t have beon giv^ri gbbs and ttfen are a&ilfed 6& i6 USZUT^ 
*&nd. iJaiuralisation servicers cases. 
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GOVERNMENT 

date: February 23, 1951 



A. H* Belmdjnt^ 

F. J* Ba umgard ner^ 

J0$t LAUTNER 

NEW YORK CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE 



To advise that John Lautner, a long-time Party 
member who recently began to cooperate with the New York 
Office, has indicated a desire to be connected with the 
Voice of America* Lautner stated in view of his background 
he should be of value in exposing the Communist Party, eithe\ 
here or abroad and the VOA would be a good medium. 
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The New York Division has advised that John 
Lautner, a former active Communist, has been cooperating 
since October 1950 in providing valuable and reliable data 
on Communist Party activities* His information relates to 
many phases of activity dealing with underground matters 
and security measures, as well as the National Groups 
Commission and national functionaries* 

Lautner has stated that he has been unsuccessful 
in obtaining employment through the United States Employment 
Service as well as private employment agencies, undoubtedly 
due to his past twenty years 9 association with the Communist 
Party* He has made a $20 down payment on a union card in 
the Bricklayers Union in New York City but in order to receive 
a card, it will cost him about $125. Lautner was formerly a 
member of the Bricklayers Union* He said he has about $300 
personal savings which must support him exclusive of the 
money he is being furnished by our New York Office* He is 
being paid at the present time $50 per week but as soon as 
all past information in his possession is obtained, this sum, 
of course, will be reduced and perhaps entirely terminated* 




f 



Lautner f s wife has divorced him and he has no 
family obligations* He said he would be willing to work 
any hours or serve the Government in any city or state if 
were granted the opportunity of Government employment, 
particularly the Voice of America* 
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According to Lautner, with his extensive knowledge 
of the Communist Party line and its methods of propaganda, 
he thought he could be able to serve himself and his Government 
by exposing the Communist Party either here or abroad through 
the medium of VOA. Lautner has previously stated he is more 
than willing to testify in any Bureau case, including the 
Internal Security Act of 1950. New York points out that Lautner 
is in dire financial straits and may attempt to peddle his- 
information or knowledge of Communist Party activities to 
either private agencies interested in Communism or toother 
Government agencies such as the Immigration and Naturalisation 
Service. In keeping his original promise to the New York 
Office that he would maintain his connection with the Bureau 
in confidence, Lautner has advised that he has not contacted- 
any private company, Government agencies, newspapers or 
writers in an attempt to sell information in his possession. 
He has not threatened to take any such step if the Bureau 
cannot render him assistance at this time, but New York 
points out the possibility remains of such action on his part 
because of personal hardship. 

OBSERVATIONS 

John Lautner was born in Hungary on January 1, 1902, 
and at the age of sixteen months his family came to the United 
States and returned to Hungary when he was six years old. 
In July 1920, he and his family returned to the United States 
and he held various jobs such as bricklayer, paperhanger and 
mill worker. Lautner joined the Communist Party in 1929 and 
was very active until his expulsion on January 17, 1950. 
He was expelled on a charge of being an agent of the Central 
Intelligence Agency which he denied. At his request he was 
interviewed by the New York Office on September 20, 1950, 
and since that time he has been very cooperative. Payments 
of $50 per week were authorised on October 10, 1950, and have 
continued to the present time. 



With regard to assisting Lautner in obtaining employ- 
ment, the Bureau pointed out in its letter of November 9, 1950, 
that the Bureau could not suggest an all-out effort to obtain 
a job for him in view of his long association in Communist 
affairs. It is believed the Bureau cannot place itself in the 
position of assisting Lautner in obtaining employment, but the 
Bureau can, if called upon, furnish the true facts of his coopera- 
tion in the past few months. It is also believed that the 
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Bureau could assist Lautner in obtaining a union card as a 
bricklayer by helping him pay the necessary fee for a union 
card which is about $125. 



RECOMMENDATION 

It is 
furnish up to 
obtain a union 
vised, if such 
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connection with 



recommended that New York be authorised to 
125 to be used by Lautner in attempting to 
card as a bricklayer. New York will be ad- 
is approved, that the Bureau will not take 

steps to obtain employment for Lautner but 
n application for VOA, the details of his 
ion will be made known to 70A for its informa- 
of Lautner f s past Communist affiliation, 

not be able to vouch for him, however, in 

a job at VOA or any othe^place. 
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STANDARD FORM faO. 64 



Oj^tf Memorandum • united states government 



TO : 

FB.OM * 



SUBTECT: 



pirector ? FBI 
SAC, Few York 



DECLASSIFIED BY 603 9 AUG TAM/MLT/CLS 

ON 10-27-2 05 



COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C; 
INTEPAL SECURITY ACT-1950 

JOHN LAUTNER-GOVERNMEMT WITNESS 
(Buf ile lQQ -3?ai>9&)"»" 



5«58$ 



For the confidential information of the St* Louis 
Office, JOHN LAUTNER, a former Communist Party leader who was 
expelled from the CP in January of 1950, has been cooperating 
with the New York Office for the last several months* LAUTNER 
has been interviewed by att©rneys for the Department of Justice 
and it is anticipated that he will be called as a government 
witness in the prosecution of the CP under the Internal Security 
Act of 1950 o 

Since LAUTNER may be used as a government witness, 
the St* Louis Office is requested to ebtain certified copies 
of the Army service record far JOHN LAUTNER, Army Serial Num- 
ber #32622865 s Technician Vth Grade, Headquarters Command 26?9* 

LAUTNER received an honorable discharge from the Aria# 
Separation Center, F®rt Dix f New Jersey en 6/20A5* 

Sto Louis is requested to furnish the New York Office 
with the certified copy of this Army record which upon request 
from the Department @f Justice attorneys, will be made available 
to them by the New York Office a 
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Ice: NY file 66-3901 
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TO 



FROM 



Director, FBI 

S£C, Salt Lake City 



DECLASSIFIED BY 60309 AUG TAM/MLT/CLS f & 

ON 10-27-2 05 



SUBJECT^ CO I'll 1ST i^i'IY, USA 
IIJIkiiLJ, PSCUxOETT - C 
IlimWL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 

jomf mmant - GoraHmajT mthess 

Bureau file 100-372598 



Relet, iTevr York, 3-16-51. 



54583 



'Divorce Oecree "131192, ,ashoe County Clerk's^fice, Reno, Nevada, 
reflected that 1MJ hWLfoA obtained a divorce froto JOIfiTlAUTNLR on August 16, ^ ~ 
1950 on the grounds of extreme cruelty, mental in nature * JOHN LAUTNiR made anfL' 
appearance through Attorney ARTHUR FNlASKhR by virtue of a PoT/rer of Attorney 
signed by JOHN IAJTiFM, June 26, 1950, giving MbKtlR pcvrer to represent JOHN W 
LAUTNiJl in the di voice action* The testimony at the hearing was ordered sealecfe^ 
by the Court and, therefore, not street to review except on Court order* 4# 

A certified photostatic copy of the above decree vas obtained and is 
being furnished the lien York Division viith a copy of this letter* ° 



The report of SL 



7-19-50, Washington, D* C#, entitled 



National Lai^yer Guild Internal Security C, contains information to the effect 
that in December, 19U9 an anonymous source of info rmation made availa ble a list of 



members of the National Lawyer Guild* The name of 
Nevada was on tris list* 



of Reno, 




Tpfticor; of the fialt T 
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ake City office contain no pertinent information 
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QmOrwrvw^fyi • UNITED StL-~_WeRNMENT 



F#OM ": 
SUBJECT: 



Director, FBI 
SaO, MY 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINEE 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-27-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 

IST4RHAL SECURITY AG?™/™X CLS 
JOHMAUTNER - GOViHKIflfc »#>Ii'NESb 
(Bufile 1 -Q 0372U9 S- ) 



CP, USA 
IS-C 






JOHN juAUTKER, potential Government witness in the 
prosecution of the CP under the Internal Security Act of 1 950 1 - 

has advised that he has an Understanding withl I 

attorney of theDepartment of Justice, that LaUIN^R would review 
material, newspapers, etc., that would tena to show the 
tie up of the CP, JSk with other Communist Parties. LAOTM^R 
stated that he would review current material, the classics, all 
of L^Mi^'S selected and collected works for such material. 
jj^OIIvIjl'jH also made available to tfiis , office ft copy of his notes 
which he has furnished by letter to 
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"For h 



LAUTNiR advised that in reviewing the newspaper, 
Lasting Peace for People's Democracy, ft dated 1/26/51, 
the organ of the Information Bureau of the Communist andWorkers 
Party, the article entitled "Outstanding work of Creative 
Marxism, " 25th anniversary of J. VASAlINO'S workNbroblei 
of Leninism." is set forth: ^ 



Lems 



V - VODA-PE&SA 

"Comrade S'i'^LIN routed the contemptible enemies of 
the Party and neonle - the Linoviews, Trotskyites and others 
who claimed that Leninism was not on international proletarian 
teaching but a purely Russian product and who played into the 
hands of BaUER and ivaNTbkT, who also denied the suitability 
of Leninism for other countries. Life has fully confirmed 
Comrade SIALICS thesis c*\ the international significance of 

Leninism feho, ind ed would say today that Leninism is 

not suitable also for Fra >ce, Italy, Britain, the USa and all 
other countries! 

"V.I. 'jLNlJtf pointed out that the transitions from 
capitalism to oocialism will be accompanied by a diversity 
of political forms, arising from the specific historical 
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Letter to Director, F3I 
iTC 100-102320 



"^ "conditions of the different countries and peoples. However, 

the essence, wrote LIiUN, 'will inevitably be the same: 'the > 

dictatorship of the proletariat. 1 

The following article appeared in "For lasting Peace 11 
February I, 1951* 

"Mighty Force for Proletarian Internationalism" 

by L>OUU?IN 

"Nowadays, the banner of proletarian internationalism 
v unites hundreds of millions of people ail over the world. 

"The Communist Party - bearers of the ideology of 
proletarian internationalism - have become stronger organizationally, 
and their orestige end influence among the broad masses have 
grown immeasureable. The international Communist movement has 
become even more organized, still more consolidated around the 
Soviet Union which is building Gpimunism, around 
the leader of world Communism, STAijIiJ. 

"The strength of the international Communist movement 
has precisely in the fact that all Communist Parties, on the 
basis of experience of the G.P.UU. (B) and on the basis of their 
own experience, are guided in their entire policy by the Stalinist 
thesis that Leninism i& the generalisation of the experience 
; of the revolutionary movement of all countries, that the basic 
% orincioles of the theory and tactics of Leninism a re obligatory 
for proletarian oarties in ,11 countries, ttu t Bolshevism is a 
model of tactics for all." 
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Three column review with picture of 



No. 6 Issue 
IS 1 book: 

^deas They Cannot Jail" 



front page: 



"Movement in U.S. against War Preparations 



"The movement against the b-overnment f s intentions to 
introduce conscription and compulsory military training for 
young of 13 and upwards is spreading in the United Spates, 
At the Young Peoples General Assembly for Peace in Chicago 
recently more than 230 delegates representing the youth of 
15 states unanimously expressed themselves in favor of neace 
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Letter" to Director, FBI 
iSY 100-102320 



n talks between the Great Powers, a ( ainst calling uo of young 
men of jlJ into the army and against universal military training. 

t! Two hundred representatives of the ^omen's Peace 
Committees of 3Mew York, Few Jersey, Connecticut, Massachusetts 
ana Pennsylvania are leaving for Washington to lodge a protest 
against conscripting Id year olds, the arming of Germany and to 
demand the cessation of the war in Korea I! 



Speaking of the characteristic features of the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat, Comrade SIjuJIu defined its three main 
aspects: 

"1. The utilization of the power of the proletariat 
for the suTDoression of the exploiters, for the defense of the 
country, for the consolidation of the ties with the proletarians 
of other lands, and for the development and the victory of the 
revolution in all countries. 

fl 2. The utilization of the power of the prole tariat 
in order to detach the soiling and exploited masses once and 
for all from the bourgeoisie, "to consolidate the alliance of 
the proletariat with the masses, to enlist these masses for the 
work of Socialist construction and to assure the State le adership 
of these masses by the proletariat, 

tf 3. The utilization oi tae power of the proletariat 
for the organization of Socialism, for the abolition of classes, 
for the transition to a society without classes, to a society 
without a state* 

t! The proletarian dictatorship is a combination of all 
these aspects. Not one of these three aspects can be advanced 
ps the sole characteristic feature of the dictatorship of the 
oroletariat* On the other hand, It is sufficient, under the 
conditions of capitalist circularment, that even one of these 
three leaturer be lacking for the dictatorship of the proletariac 
to cease being a dictatorship. Therefore, not one of these 
three aspects can be omitted without running the risk of 
distoring the concept of the dictatorship of the proletariat. 
Only all these three aspects taken together give us a coaplete 
and finished concept of the dictatorship of the proletariat" 
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Letter to Director, FBI 
NY 100-102320 



rr Por A Lasting Peace" 

January $ , 19*1 issue, front page 

"30th Anniversary of the French Communist Party 

"The Central Committee of the French Communist Party 
received messages of greetings from the Communist Party of 
China, the Polish United Workers Party, the Communist Party 
of Czechoslovakia, the Hungarian forking People's Party, the 
Communist Party of Bulgaria, the Rumanian workers Party, Albanian 
Party of Labor, Communist Party of Italy, Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany, Communist Party of Germany, Communist Party of 
Austria, Communist Party of the U.S.A ., British Communist Party, 
Communist Party of Belgium, Communist Party of Holland, 
Luxemburg, Sweden, Denmark, Greece, Spain, Cabalomia, Morocco, 

'funis, Algiers, Canada, Cyprus, Argentina, Colombia, Cuba, India, 
Israel, Mexico, New Zealand, Lebanon, Trieste and others. 



''For A Lasting Peace" 

January 5> 1951* issue - front page - q column heading 

"15th National Convention of Communist Party of U.S. 

"To the Fifteenth Convention of the Communist Party 
of the United States of America 

"The Central Committee of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union sends fraternal greetings to the Fifteenth 
Convention of the Communist Party of the United States. 

"We wish the Communist Party of the U.S.A. success 
in its struggle against reaction, for the vital interests 
and rights of the working class, of all working people in the 
Unibed States of America, for the ideological strengthening 
of the Party ranks, for lasting peace among the peoples. 

"May international solidarity of the working peonle 
strerjfhen in the struggle for neace, democracy and Socialism. 

"Long live the friendship of the people ot the 
United States of America and the Soviet Union J 

"Long live the Communist Party of the United States 1 

"Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union." 



Letter to Director, FBI 
JY 100-102320 



"For A Lasting Peace 11 
January 19 , 1931, Ho. 3 Issue 
age 3 

"American People Fight for Peace and Democratic 
Libert ies.tf 

by Gus Hall, 

National Secretary, Communist Party 

United States 

"For a Lasting Peace, for a People ! s Democracy J 
Bucharest, Organ of the Information Bureau of the Communist 
and worker ! e Parties 

"Excerpts from the report delivered at the 
15th National Convention of the Communist ^arty of the United 
States held in New York, December 2o-31 



"Leninism 
Communist movement. 



invincible banner of International 



(3 column editorial on front page) 

"When death wrested the helm from L&NIN'S hands, 
STALIN took LEKIK'S place. The great STALIN - the closest 
and most loyal friend and companion of LMIN - upheld the 
great banner of LdiNIN, rallied the Bolshevik Party and the 
International Communist movement around his behests* STAtlN 
further elaborated the vital questions of Leninism, enriched 
it by nan teachings, raised Marxism to a new and higher level, 

"Leninism is Marxism of the §r# of imperialism and 
of the proletarian revolution. To be more exact, Leninism is 
the theory and tactics of the proletarian r evolution in general, 
the theory and tactics of the dictatorship of the proletariat 
in particular. 11 (Stalin) 

"The contemporary situation confronts the Communist 
Parties with a number of vital and complicated tasks. The 
central task is the organization of the world-wide struggle 
for peace. . 

"With renewed strength the working people in all countries 
look to the standard bearer of peace - Comrade STALIN. " 
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Letter to Director, PEI 
NY 100-102320 



"LENIN laid the ideological, theoretical, organizational 
end political foundations of the Commui^ist Parties. The 
ideology of Leninism has triumphed completely in the Communist 
Parties. Bolshevism has become the basis of their strategy 
and tactics* In the complex labyrinth of the class struggle, 
the Communist Parties were, and are, guided by the advanced 
teaching of LLNHi-SI'AjjIH, All Communist Parties regard the 
great and glorious Part^ of LKNIN-STAlIN, the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union, as a model for themselves. 1 / 

A book "How Do \\ r e Raise the Question of a Labor Party?" 
by ulARL BRO.vDniR reflects as follows: 

Page 2, para, 1 
"Our revolution points out that the political changes 
that have taken place in L93k among the masses deiand that we 
review our whole attitude towards the sLuesuion of a Labor 
Party 

!t The question x^as rreatly discussed in the Commissions 
of the Sixth world Congress , and finally, the decision which 
was written into the thesis of the Congress was that 
isrooosed by SIALIC." 



Pag3 12 j 
(JAC^ 1 



TACHEL) 



"The Labor Party, even a genuine Labor Party, is not 
and can not be a substitute for the Communist ^arty. The 
Communist Party is the only revolutionary oarty of the workers 
which can organise and lead the masses to emancipation from 
capitalist exploitation, " 

Page 19 

"While the Labor Party has a program of immediate 
demand that are in the interests of the Workers, while it 
serves under oresent condition in the U.S.i*. to accelerate 
the breaking away of the masses from the capitalist parties and 
to unite them for independent political mass action, The 
Communist Party does not stop here, but tries to educate and 
organize the masses not only how best to fight for the immediate 
demands, but also for the abolition of capitalism, which Is nossible 
only on the basis of the revolutionary program of the Communist 
Party." 



Letter to Director, FBI 
NY 100-102320 

D. zN^AOTILSKT'S report to the 17 th Congress of 
the Communist Party - Soviet Union, held January 26 to 
February 10, 1934 * n Moscow, entitled "The Revolutionary 
Crisis is Maturing/ 1 

Page 33$. 

tf For years the Comintern has been battling with 
the Italian Communist ^arty in ordo? to break down the resistance 
of the Italian comrades x,o work in fascist traae unions, etc..,. 
1 -ey have not mastered che secret of using that language of 
Aesot) which, without diminishing its revolutionary class 
content, may stir and capture the imagination of the workers u 

The above is furnished for the Bureau 1 :, information. 

It should also be noted that: LMJTMR has received 
and will receive v2$.0Q a day plus ^9.00 expenses tohile in 
Washington, D. C, when he testified as a Government witness 
for the Department * 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 10-27-2005 BY 60309 AUC 
TAM/MLT/CLS 




ED copy 



NR 221445 



11:58 AM 



I RECTOR 



URGENT 
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/ t 




JOHFCAUTNER, CSNYC FIVE EIGHT EIGHT. REBULET JANUARY 30, 
1951 AUTHORIZING TWENTY DOLLARS PER INTERVIEW TWO DAYS A 
WEEK. INFORMANT HAS BEEN RENDERING COOPERATIVE ASSISTANCE ~*^ 
TO AGENTS THIS OFFICE IN PREPARING CASES ON TOP CP FUNCTION-/ 
ARIES WHICH ARE BEING CONSIDERED FOR PROSECUTION BY USA, SDNY. 
INFORMANT APPEARED NYO ENTIRE WEEK FROM MAY' FOURTEEN THRU 
NINETEEN, NINETEEN FIFTY-ONE, SPENDING APPROXIMATELY SEVEN 
HOURS A DAY IN THE OFFICE. INFORMANT HAS BEEN PAID AT THE 
RATE OF TWENTY DOLLARS AN INTERVIEW UP THRU AND INCLUDING 
MAY 16, 1951. BUREAU AUTHORITY REQUESTED TO COMPENSATE IN- 
FORMANT FOR ADDITIONAL DAYS OF MAY 17, 18 AND 19 AT TWENTY 
DOLLARS PER DAY AND TO GRANT NEW YORK OFFICE AUTHORITY TO 
UTILIZE SERVICES OF INFORMANT AT THE RATE OF FOUR DAYS A 
WEEK DURING THE PREPARATION FOR PROSECUTION ON CP OFFICIALS. 
PLEASE SUTEL, 



RECEIVED: 



5-22-51 



12:24 PM MRC ,„ ,, 



>'/ 






If the intelligence contained in the above message is to he disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it he suitably paraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 
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I J V^ aiavin _ 



WASH 2{rl3AN FRAN 2 LOS ANGELES 1 FROM NEW YORK 21 4:11 mE. 



URGENT 



LL'i 



\ 



INFORMANT ADVISED NY0 THIS D) 
ISSUED HIM BY 






ELECTOR AND SACS 

S f ^CONF. WET. 

JOHN LAUTNER, NYC CS 588. 
THAT BASED ON INSTRUCTIONS 

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL, JUSTICE DEPARTMENT, ON JULY 20, Ml 
DEPARTMENT AND BUREAU PLAN TO HAVE HIM TESTIFY BEFORE GRAND /j y 
JURIES LOS ANGELES AND SAN FRAN CISCO IN THE NEAR FUTURE ON CP ") 
CASES. INFORMANT REMARKED THAT l I TOLD HIM TO CONTACT LOS < ' {■ 
ANGELES OFFICE UPON ARRIVAL IN THAT CITY JULY 23 NEXT. INFORMANT 
ADVISED THAT HE WILL DEPART VIA AMERICAN AIRLINES, FLIGHT 11, 
LEAVING NYC 10:00 PM, STANDARD TIME, JULY 22 NEXT, SCHEDULED TO 
ARRIVE LOS ANGELES JULY 23 NEXT 12:00 NOON. INFORMANT INSTRUCTED 
TO TAKE LIMOUSINE FROM LOS ANGELES AIRPORT INTO LOS ANGELES PROPER 
AND WILL TELEPHONICALLY CALL SAC R.B. HOOD REQUESTING AGENT CON- 
TACT HIM RELATIVE TO SUITABLE HOTEL RESERVATIONS AND IF ANY INTER- 
VIEWS MAY BE DESIRED BY AGENTS. INFORMANT DESCRIBED AS FORTY-FOUR, 
FIVE FEET EIGHT AND A HALF, GREYISH-BROWN HAIR, ONE SIXTY-FIVE 
POUNDS, GLASSES AND WILL BE CARRYING COPY OF LIFE MAGAZINE. LOS 
ANGELES SHOULD HAVE AGENT MEET INFORMANT ON JULY 23 NEXT AND 
ASSIST HIM IN MAKING LIVING ARRANGEMENTS ETC. INFORMANT HAS BEEN 
EXTREMELY CO-OPERATIVE WITH BUREAU IN FURNISHING INFORMATION ON 
CP ACTIVITIES. INFORMANT IS A FORMER FUNCTIONARY OF THE NY STATE 
CP AND IS FAMILIAR WITH LEADING CP FIGURES. INFORMANT WILL SPEND 
FIRST WEEK OR TV/0 IN LOS ANGELES AND THEN WILL PROCEED TO SAN 
FRANCISCO WHERE HE WILL ALSO TESTIFY. INFORMANT IS TO MEET WITH 
GOVERNMENT ATTORNEYS 



y 



N LOS 



ANGELES. SINCE INFORMANT STILL HAS SIXTY DOLLARS DUE HIM FROM 
NYO FOR SERVICES RENDERED, THE BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO SUTEL WHETHER 
LOS ANGELES WILL MAKE THIS PAYMENT OR WHETHER NYO SHOULD SEND CHECK 
TO LOS ANGELES OFFICE. BUREAU MAY DESIRE TO AUTHORIZE LOS ANGELES 



If the inte 
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contained iir"Mre awve messa ; 
it is suggested that it be suit* 
the Bureau's coding systems. %. 
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DECODED COPY 



PAGE 2 



liohr 

Tele. Room 



AND SAN FRANCISCO TO COMPENSATE INFORMANT FOR ANY ASSISTANCE "* — 
HE MAY RENDER TO EITHER OFFICE IN FURNISHING INFORMATION ON 
PAST CP ACTIVITIES IN THOSE AREAS SINCE INFORMANT HAS INDICATED 
HE IS SHORT OF FUNDS BECAUSE MONEY DUE HIM AS GOVERNMENT WITNESS 
BY THE DEPARTMENT IS BEING HELD IN ABEYANCE UNTIL THE END OF HIS 
TESTIMONY. 

SCHEIDT 



RECEIVED 7-21-51 



5:08 P.M. LL 



TRANSMITTED TO LOS ANGELES AND SAN FRANCISCO 



^,<r i '>#*>> , : ( 



If the intelligence contained in the above message is to he disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it he suitably paraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau's' coding systems. 



£ BUREAU OP INVESTIGATIC 

£ATES IEPARTMEMT OP JUS^ 

f 



I 



ST*! 1 '"' 

/ #£j j|pismit the following message tot^AC'S. LO$ AMBLES 



JtfLT S3, 1951 



W \ URGENT 

CODS UNDERLINED 



<j? 



fi " CONP. DJFT. _AJL__ 

* jwarumsa* nyc cs n ^mS^anr . as xsw tors tsl ^ 

JKtr TWENTT-ONE LAST, lt§ ANGELES SHOULD PAT LAUTNfR y,^^ 
SUIT DOLLARS DUE HIM rS0*rH$W TORS OFFICE FOB SERVICES 
RENDERED* LA AND ST ARE AUTHORIZES TO COMPENSATE INFQRpAJf T 
ON ff.O.U. BASIS FOR AST ASSISTANCE RENDERED OS PAST ££ 



J 



J.-/ 



ACTIVITIES IN T*m* AREAS* 



HOOVER 



CC - Mr. Travers, 5505 
JDDtkmb ? 



> *' 



.*- 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 10-27-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 
TAM/MLT/CLS 



[Tolsqn_ 

add 

flegg 

flavin 



'< ^ 

^ma.m/^^7^ 



n 



M. ^4J *m c '^ 



-fe' 






TELETYPE 

' 2 3 1951 



* *i' won 



^ 



^ 



Vf 



,. / 



SENT VIA 



JO 



*&*f* 



Per 



^ 



STANDARD FORM NO 64 



9 



'Office Metreorvrddum • united 



4 

) GdVERl^IB'lSff 




f. 1 




*jOKf • ^ 



nV 



Director, FBI 
SAC, ifew York 

JOHNlAUTNER. 

NYC CS 5Bd- 



Rebulet 1/30/51. 



DATE: 



7/31/! 



DECLASSIFIED BY 60309 AUG TAM/MLT/CLS 
ON 10-27-2005 



This informant has furnished valuable informatidhnr--'-- 
to the New York Office relative to Communist Party 
leaders who are presently under^nvestigation and has 
supplied information on Communist Party organizational 
activities. 



im&m 



It should be noted that while the informant was 
associated with the Communist Party, he was considered a 
New York State Communist Party functionary, and as such,- 
his position brought him in contact with many of the 
Communist Party leaders, both on the state and national 
levels* 

Informant has furnished information which he 
received while in the Communlart Party relative to 
Communist Party underground activity and Communist Party 
security measures. 

This informant has been extremely cooperative 
in rendering any assistance he can to this office* 

+- 

The U. S. Attorney's Office for the Southern 
T)istrint of New York has al so expressed great satisfaction 



AM 



* ) 
- ^ 



/ 



Z> 



[ 



in the SDNY. 



Sso 



J 



hgfnre ftranrt Jury Hearings 



He 



V 



b3 



before the Grand Jury which handed up indictments 
on the arrested Communist Party leaders other than the 
original eleven top leaders. 

Informant has been supplying oral information to 
Agents of this office dtxring the past six months. He has 
been con tacted on an average of thceg times a week. 



However, 



before the 



Grand Jury, he was contacted more n^uentry, 

Informant has been compensate in the amount of 
$20 per interview, which interftei^ g^f rally last from five,£ 
to six hours, informant appearing i00t$son at the New York -g 



■&,- 



fij ^ w»^ SE 37 








Letter to Director, FBI 
NY 66-3901 



Office. However, his appearance at this office has not 
been made public* irt that discreet means are utilized in 
having informant brought to the New York Office. 



■informant 1s on the West Coast, where 



At present, 1 

it is expected that[ |the Grand 

Juries both in Los Angeles and San Francisco. The 

Bureau has authorized both San Francisco and Los Angeles 

to compensate informant for any information he may 

render relative to past Communi&t Party activities effecting 

that area. 

It is anticipated that informant will appear as a 
chief Government witness in many of the Bureau's cases 
throughout the country. 

This office is requesting Bureau permission to 
continue to utilize the services of informant for an 
additional six months 1 period effective August 1, 1951 
at the rate of $20 an interview, on an average of two 
interviews a week. 



b3l 



- 2 - 



hiTiifi 



*m 1 



i^l^^l 



M^flnn 



■1 



J¥" 



ZAC M Wem T&P& 
Dtre&tm'j TBI 



inrL 






1 

DECLASSIFIED BY 6 0309 AUG TAM/MLT/CLS- 

ON 10-27-2005 




m 









tJ*ngJo&ed &r& the original end t ®mm*fm&w& eopg ®J* a 
Sepafttta&t ®f Jt&itic® ivcmptirtaitim pe ®%&£3<t jg&» J3S6* SBfe 
Th*&p o&ftsld &e? tfmliveved i$m&M&£eZt? t& \ I 

m&fi& treu®22i&g t& Baltimore* gc&ySca&s f9r em appmmzm& 
h$f®r® & JtederaZ Grcn& Jur|* n&tvh nil! emmi^^tp ixeici&cnts 
r S&r «&e S&tth Jet of 1340+ \ \ $h$ul& 3te &*$*?*&&& -£Aa$ 

&# £7211 Ik? etmpwm&ted am i^es^x^mi^ c$ iSic^ 8&ed d&r&ag 



phavJLd he o^ufiwd to &@ ^rc^^ni at i&e office 









JT# £• Donofttte ^^XZ^J^^^L^ ) 



/HBre© 



vl 



^1 



! Jxy 



b3 




"•oloon _ 






^ad ^ 












jiavln 




Kl«tMl8 ___ 






Roaatt 






Tracy 






Hartso 






Alden __„ 






Be latent 






Laugftlln „ 






ltohr __ 




C 


Tele Room __ 


^ 


Neaaa _ 






Oandy 










77 



p* a ^ 08 Hi at 



- A 




^l 



AuG2r!9Sl,.- 



~*" » •?^?flpT T « 



wftflj 




F » ]. TELETYPE « 



DECODED COPY 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 10-27-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 
TAM/MLT/CLS 



fbt pittsburgh 8-22-51 
/Director amd^mljsew york 



i 



9:33 PM E0ST 
URGENT 



DEPARTED PITTSBURGH 2:15 EDST 



TnnAY VIA RRFYHQUND BUS. CAN BE CONTACTED CARE OF 




OHIO. TELEPHONE I I UNTIL AUGUST 26TH NEXT. THEN 
PLANS TO BE IN NEW YORK CITY MONDAY MORNING AUGUST 27TH 
NEXT WHEN HE WILL CONTACT NEW YORK OFFICE. FOR INFOR- 
MATION. 



WA 1025PM OK FBI WA CN 
OK FBI NYC ECJM 



RECEIVED: 



8-22-51 



ROBEY 






10:38 P.M. 



MLM 



^COROfD 



57 \/te=/6m 7? 



A Ufr ey 19Si 
&7 a vs^f 



c: 



C-^k^ intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
,J h*kbiQe*foe Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau's coding systems. 



y 



* F.B.I. TELET * 

DECODED COPY 



f^ ( ciegg 



WASHINGTON 4 NY 1 FROM BALTfMO 



RECTOR AND SAC NEW YORK 



ALL INFORMATION COM T AIMED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 10-27-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 
'TAM/MLT/CLS 




URGENT 



*t7 



h 



I 




CP, USA - BRIEF, IS - C. \J0HN LAUTNER WILL BE INTERVIEWED 

BY USA, BALTIMORE, AS PROSPECT I v£ WITNESS FOR SMITH ACT TRIALS 

HERE. BALTIMORE DESIRES SUMMARY REPORT ON THIS INDIVIDUAL OR 

IN LIEU THEREOF COPIES OF ALL INVESTIGATIVE REPORTS AND OTHER 

DATA SHOWING COMPLETE ACTIVITY IN CP, DETAILS OF BACKGROUND r 

AND CRIMINAL RECORD, ARMY RECORD AND CIRCUMSTANCES OF EXPUL^JlH'* 

FROM CP. IN LATTER REGARD, ALSO DETAILS OF ANY INVESTIGATION 

THAT WAS DONE CORROBORATING LAUTNER-S STATEMENTS RE APPLICATION 

FOR PASSPORT IN JANUARY, 1950 AND TRIP WITH JACK KLING TO 

CLEVELAND AT SAME TIME. EVALUATION OF THIS INDIVIDUAL BY 

AGENT WHO HANDLED HIM DESIRED. INTERVIEW AT BALTIMORE WILL 

BE HELD POSSIBLY MONDAY UEXT, ARRANGEMENTS BEING MADE BY 

DEPARTMENT. 



ALDEN 



3A R 1 NY DW 
BA R 4 WA ELR 



b 




RECEIVED: 



11-27-51 



1:16 PM 



RTL 



NEW YORK ADVISED BY TELETYPE 



•ffiCORDED 5 



ItQ-IQifn^fi 



// 



If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau's coding systems. 



STANDARD FORM NO. 64 



d 



r 



Office Met/wmndum 



DECLASSIFIED BY 60309 AUG TAM/MLT/CLS 

ON 10-27-2005 

• UNITED L—*- J GOVER 



TO 



Director, FBI (100-16177) 







date: Novemb^cjggjl 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



SAC, New York 



A 



ALvin 



/.JOHN LAUTNER 
^CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE NYC 



M, 



'*r*bo 



588 



/ 



A ^ ' M*. Tracy 

Reference Los Angeles letter to New York dated II3&&; 
captioned "CP, USA - BRIEF (PROSECUTION OF ADDITIONAL C01Cl®KEg£ 
FUNCTIONARIES UNDER THE SMITH ACT - HAWAII), INTERNAL SEClpMS^^C^r) 
The letter enclosed a copy of a Honolulu letter to Los Angela&___ j 

dated 11/1 ^/51 bearing th e same caption and requesting that^JJ3SL_J3/ b6 

TATTm ™ " ' — ------•* ^-- -^^ — .^ _-_ _- _-^_ b7c 



«J33 _ 



LAUTNER or 

the connection of toe 

13, CP, USA. 



TJF 



be contacted for information concerning ~ - 
of Hawaii with the CP, USA and District 

\ v 



% 



This is to advise the requested information is set out' 
in New York letter to Bureau hearing the same caption. 



It is pointed out that JOHN LAUTNER is expected to be the 
most important witness in the forthcoming CP trial in New York City 
and every effort is being made to conceal his identity. Accordingly 
referenced letters are being removed from the general files in the 
New York Office and it is requested that the same thing be done by 
the Los Angeles and Honolulu Offices. 

It is further requested that any further communications 
should refer to informant by his proper symbol number and not by 
his name. 



2 - cc 
2 - cc 



Honolulu 
Los Angeles 










^ 



J\ 



/ 






) "a 



1 m v 



JJMcC:CRG s v , _ . 
66-3 90LjV) j'CV \ ' W 




AJ 



w 




Assist nt Attorney C ivvl Jama 
Criminal Ivi Ion 

Director. ?*>! 

o 

J, dM LAVTi A 
PO'JrfTTIAL I'jM JSS 
4KE1K fCT V 1*10 



Melnerney 



December 19, 19f>l 



DECLASSIFIED BY 60309 AUG TAM/MLT/CLS 

ON 10-27-2005 



yott are aw a re [ 



ha a testified ?ov the 



Government a #eeret rfitnrsr before the grand jmy which 
indicted ?1 OommM&Bt leader- recently in the Sew York 
City area* To data he has not been identified publicly 
as b OowRHtrnent itneaa in toose t r> v^ding* nor in mpnec* 
tion vitk the coming trials of the Cowi^nist leaders "or 
viol' r y ion #f the Smith Act. 

Che Bureau has recently «»6#ived a request for 
information ^on<3NiJ«jainR Lautner f^o« Jfee Irtwigretton and 
Jlrtur? li* nti-n Service, This Service desires to use Lautner 
ps n Governs. nt witness in the case of | I in Detroit* 

rnmirrpti n r aa Naturalization Service haa advised that 
they have t i taesa wno could supply approximately the 
s ^o tt stimuli as Lautner; however, Loutsier is considered 
to bo the ; tt«r witness in this particular case. 

It is sup^rstjd, therefore, that the Criminal 
Division trke up this matter directly with IMS so that Loutner 
is not uswd as a Government witness prior to the atx>"6« 
nentioned trials. 



bo 
b^ 



i • 



^1 



$ < 



* '* Ul 



ft 






GSM:aew:cjg 






/v 1 




SECOmf WMi • CONWlftl 



E « <*. 



SPECIAL TELEPHONEJNQUIBY 



Liaison Of, 



fire 



Time and Date: If/flf&r 
Name of i " * 11 "" ^ ' *^ — ^ — 



bo 
b7C 



"Agency:, 



Phone Extension 



Subject of Inquiry 






Address: 



Date of Birth: y 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

UP p P T |t.T T* n T T|t T f 1 T £1 Q Q T P T P Pi 

DATE 10-27-2005 BY 60309 AUG 
TAM/MLT/CLS 



f/^/(Tf/ 



Place of Birth: 



Occupation: 




iBemarks: s\ ^ 



">l>* 






|f 








transmitted to: 

I 

late J 



of Q \ 



4O05I 






enclosure 



*^ 



■F, 



%AC $ Mm York 



director, "BI 

c;:nmirr party, us a - Btat*p 
(Prosecution of Additional (Tonmuniet 
Functionaries under the ' ni-th let) 

nrTrssAi rsa r mirr - c 

Bureau file 100-9-74 



* 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 10-27-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 
TAM/MLT/CLS 



G.LR-q 



ols n__ 



Mcr>ols_ 

Glavln 

Harbo 

Rosen 

T "acy 



Beferenee te made to the Baltimore teletype ef 
December 7, 1951, and Baltimore letter of December 14, 1951, 
which set* forth certain background of John Lautnew which 
had not previously been brought to the attention of the 

FBI* 

The New fork office thould mke certain that AUSA 
CQhn, SDHT, end the other member* of the United State* Attorney** 
staff prosecuting the Smith ict §*** in Mew fork city are 
aware of the full background of John Lautner, including hi* 
admieeion that he had perjured himself •».<*♦ leaat one occasion* 

If it become* apparent that John lautner might be 
utilised a* a witness in the lee 'ngelee or ether oases, 
prior to hi* appearance in the New Tort or Baltimore cases, 
th* pertinent background informati m concerning Lautner 
should be made available to those field office* for forward- 
ing to the appropriate USA* Although the Departmental 
attorney* participated in the interview of lautner in 
laltinore when this information wem developed, ft i* 
possible that each of th* united state* Attorneys ' office* 
may not be fully apprised^ 



EOBiVbs 






f J 



5 * 



v .£' **, f* P**' 4- 



C£0k\***' 



mm 



• F.B.I. TELETYF% 



DECODED COPY 



4-41a 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 10-27-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 
TAM/MLT/CLS 



s Tolson 

f Niches, 



S. 



V\ 



/ 



fcfegg^ 



aiavln_ 

Harbo 

Rosen 

Tracy 

Itohr 



Tele fta._ 
Kease 



rot*. $ 



WASHINGTON 7 AND NEW YORK 1 FROM BALTIMORE 12-7-51 9:44 PM 



DIRECTOR. •.ATTENTION ASSISTANT DIRECTOR A. H. BELMONT AND i r t 
SAC NEW YORK ^tfW 



URf 



SENT ^ l J*"" AG*fr/?ef 




CP, USfi - SRIEF, IS - C. JOHN LAUT4fcR DURING INTERVIEW IN 
BALTIMORE ON TWELVE FIVE AND TWELVE SIX LAST REVEALED THE , 
FOLLOWING INFORMATION CONCERNING HIS BACKGROUND WHICH MAY 
NOT BE KNOWN TO NEW YORK OR BUREAU. LAUTfER STATED THAT AT 
THE DIRECTION OFJ 



/»p* 






N MAY. NINETEEN THIRTY, HE MARRIED 



t 



[ 



r 



b6 
b7C 



LAUTHER STATED THAT 

AND WAS IN ON A 



STUDENT VISA AND WAS DESCRIBED TO HIM AS PROMISING MA TERIAL 
FOR THE CP. THE PURPOSE OF -THE MARRIAGE WAS TO PERMIT 



TO STAY IN THE U. S, AS AN INDIVIDUAL MARRIED TO AN AMERICAN 



CITIZEN. 
WAS TOLD 



AT THE 



IME OF THE AFOREMENTIONED REQUEST, LAUTfER 

THAT THE REQUEST WAS A PARTY DECISION. IT 

WAS MADE CLEAR TO LAUTAfcR THAT THE MARRIAGE WOULD BE IN FORM 
ONLY AND THAT A DIVORCE COULD BE SECURED LATER . LAUTJfe R 
STATED THAT IN MAY, NINETEEN THIRTY, HE MARRIED I | AT CITY 
HALL, NEW YORK CITY AND THAT THE WITNESSES TO 

THE LATTER BE 
NG 



WERE 

STUDENT WITH LAUTJER 



HE CEREMONY 
NG A FELLOW 
SCHOOL HELD AT DISTRICT 



bo 
b7C 



N A CP TRAIN 
HEADQUARTER S OF C P ON UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK CITY. LAUT0ER 
STATED THAT l H LATER WENT TO DAYTON, OH^O AS ORGANIZER BUT 



I 



||feb$g£$sseminated ^f 



If the intelligence contained in the above mQS&fe*m*™*^v*rmxoavwintxh 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be ^U^Dxrlaraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau's coding systems. ^ L 



f\^Q*~ 



* F.B.I. TELETYI% 



4-41a 



i 



DECODED COPY 



PAGE TWO 



Tolson 

Ladd_ 

Nichols_ 
Belmont_ 

Clegg 

Olavln 

Harbo 



Tracy 

Mohr 

Tele, Rm._ 

Nease 

Oandy 



BELIEVED PRESENTLY OUT OF CP AND WORKING IN NEW YORK AS 
/ HEADWAITER. LAUTOER STATED THAT HE LATER LEARNED THAT HE 
WAS SUPPOSED TO H AVE GONE THROUGH SUCH A CEREMONY FOR THE 
SAME PURPOSE WITH 



IN SAME MANNER AS DID LAUTJER WITH 
NINETEEN THRITY THR EE WHILE 
WITH DIVORCE PAPERS 



LATER IN 



HE. LIVED WITH 



JLCLEVELAND LAUT4ER WAS SERVED 
L&UTftR ALSO STATED THAT 

FROM NINETEEN THIRTY THREE TO 

NINETEEN F ORTY IN NEW YORK CITY AND WEST VIRGINIA. HE DESCRIBES 
AS 



bo 

b7C 



ORGANIZER. HE ALSO DESCRIBES 



A FELLOW CP MEMBER. IN WEST VIRGINIA, 

WHEN LAUTOER WAS DISTRICT 
|AS HAVING 



"I IN NEW YORK CITY. IN NINETEEN FORTY, ON 
3D 



THEIR WAY UP TO ATTEND A NATIONAL CP CONVENTION IN NEW YORK, 
THEY STOPPED OVER AT ELKTON, MARYLAND AND FILED AN APPLICATION 
FOR WEDDING LICENSE, AND LATER, AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE CONVEN- 
TION, WENT FROM NEW YORK CITY TO ELKTON AND WERE MARRIED. THE 
WITNESSES TO THE MARRIAGE WERE ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN AND SAM 
BROWN, THE LATTER A CP MEMBER AND EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF NEW 

- YORK COUNTY CP. THE PURPOSE OF THE MARRIAG 

I SECURE U. S. CITIZENSHIP. AFTER WEDDING CEi 

"LAUTlER AND WENT TO CHICAGO AND LAUTJtR NEVER LIVED WITH HER 
AGAIN. 



WAS TO HELP 
10NY 



LEFT 



N SEPTEMBER, NINETEEN FORTY ONE, LAUTjJER WENTJO 
CP ATTORNEY, A ND TOLD HIM OF H 



AND HIS n FSIRF TO MARRY 



IS MARRIAGE TO| 

ALSO A CP MEMBER, 



bo 
b7C 



ARRANGED FOR THE SECUREMENT OF AN ANNULLM ENT BY LAUT OER 



N NEW YORK COUNTY SUPREME COURT ON THE GROUND THAT 



If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau *s coding systems. 



tF.B.I. TELETYF4: 



4-41a 



DECODED COPY 



Tolson 

Udd 

Kichols_ 
Belmont^_ 

Clegg^ 

Olavln 

Harbo 

Rosen 

Tracy 

Mohr 



Tele. Rm._ 

Keaae 

Gaud y 



PAGE THREE 



HAD. VIDLATEHA PRENUPI 1AL AGREEME NT WITH LAUTQER TO BECOME A 
CATHOLI C. LAUTilER AMD 
ANCE OPT 



ARRANGED FOR THE LEGAL APPEAR- 

IN THE ANNULMENT ACTION AND ALSO ARRANGED THAT 

THE ACTION WAS NOT CONTESTED. LAUTilER ADMITS THAT HE PERJURED 
HIMSELF IN THIS PROCEEDING INASMUCH AS THERE WAS NO SUCH PRE- 
NUPTIAL AGREEMENT AND THAT IN FACT LAUTOER, ALTHOUGH BAPTIZED 
IN THE CATHOLIC FAITH, WAS NO LONGER A MEMBER. LAUTdfER, DURING 
THE "QUESTIONING, STATED THAT NEITHER THE FBI NOR THE USA, NY, 
/WAS GIVEN THIS INFORMATION. BALTIMORE WILL PREPARE A DETAILED 
SUMMARY OF ALLJNFORMATION GIVER RY ' AWXER "for~ THE. BUREAU AND 
NEW YORK. ~~ ~ " 



bb 
b7C 



ALDEN 



NY BA R 1 NYC PVD 



WA BA R 7 WA PFE 



RECEIVED: 



12-7-51 



10:27 PM 



TAR 



If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau's coding systems. 



DECLASSIFICATIOH AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM; 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 01-30™Z01Z 



ujftce iminoranaum 



• T 3MT£D STA1ES GOVBRNMENI 



BlFLCC'Qh, FR1 



BAL1IHO- >, f 100-2 : 300 ) 



»;A*i,5: 12/14/51 

Q K F ^fc I H T I 



„ J... skiff 






ATTEHT10AJ ASSIST/* K BIR^CTCK Ac H. BBIMONT 






$*„&&& 



J w H^IM - bfrJH 



rife 



Aa prevl^ufcly *?dviseds JOt® LAUTHER was interviewed 
on * pretrial basir # at Baltimore, on December 5 &&& 6 last* 

Special Assistant to the Attorney General THOMAS HALL ' 
and Mr. HALL' * assistant, ^ILLI^M Z® HUNDLEY of the Department! 

aa well as SAs EDhARD G* GOUGH and JAMES V« SULLIVAN participated / 

in +*he aforementioned interview* * / 

t \f* 

Tt ia to ta no ted that th*» United States Attorney, at f j/>, 

Baltimore J 1 had requested that Mr* HALL make the '" 

necessary arrangements for the appearance of Mr* LAUTHER at Balti- 
more on the above datea and also requested the attendance of the 
Agents so that he could evaluate the use of Mr* LAUTNER on the 
forthcoming Smith Act trials at Baltimore* However- on the morning 
of December 5, th^ United States .Attirnay advised that ne would 
not be able ta participate In tne interview due to his preoccupation b( 



with the prep aration for and the actual trial of another ma tter b?c 
before Justice |_ 



j on December 6* 



requested 
In 



thai, he be a dvised of t he Information given by Mr« LAUTNEK 
that regard g f l had also requested that Mr* HALL make ar- 
rangements for the appearance of PAUL CROUCH for inter vl&a: at 
Baltimoxe on December 7© On the evening of December 6 J 
advised that he would attend the Interview on December 



] 



1 ^owever^ 



did not participate in the interview and for reasons 



unknown to either Mr* HALL or the Agents© 



On December 12, 



. H of Cleveland wan inter- 

viewed afc Balti more and present at th is interview were Mr* 
Mr* HUNDLEY. SA | ' 

SAe GOUGH and SULLIYM. 



HALL* 
] of the Cleveland Off lee and 



b6 
b7C 



At the present time* two Departmental attorneys are 
reviewing the nummary prosecutive reports of the Smith Act subjects 
asd also reviewing those informant reports on which Bureau clear- 
ance has been ^erared, Phey have also l^egun interview en a 
pre-trial basis of those informants whose repo^ta they have ««*v* c- 
According to th^s* 3 attorneys, the results of their Interview 



£nei& 

JV5**h 

£>' aw *\v& ivnels.) REGISTERED MAIL 



/0O-/6/77-$® 4b SS 



* V 



MM 



mm 




• 



♦ 



L/Dir 

RE: CP, USA - BRIEF 
IS - C 



being given to 



so that he may make the decision as to be 

whether or not the informants will be used as witnesses in the bic 
trials* Present during the aforementioned interviews were those 
Baltimore Agents who generally handle the informants* 

Enclosed for the information of the Bureau and New York 
are blind memoranda incorporating, in summary fashion, information 
given by Mr* LAUTNER* The memoranda also include some information 
given by the Hew York Office to Baltimore* The memoranda does not 
include, in detail, all of the developments of various subject mat- 
ter given by LAUTNER* That information is already in the possession 
of bo tii the United States Attorney, Baltimore, and the United 
States Attorney, New York, in the form of detailed "Witness Sheets" 
comprising 59 pages of questions and answere that was made available 
to the United States Attorneys by the Department. According to 
Mr* HALL, these "Witness Sheets" were drawn up at thd time LAUTNER 
was questioned by the Department in connection with the McCarran 
hearings* 

Copies of the enclosed memoranda are being given to the 
United States Attorney at Baltimore and Mr* HALL and one copy is 
being retained in the bulky exhibit of the captioned Baltimore 
file* 

Enclosed also for New York is the material previously 
furnished Baltimore by New York letter captioned "CP, USA - BRIEF, 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C* dated ll/30/5l# 



- 2 - 



t 



• 



V 




MX INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

BACKGROUND DATE ***~*C_ 

JOHN LAUTXtfBR, JK» wag born In Hungary, January 1* 
1902* His father was JOmriSlUTNER and his mother MAHTTSALOGH 
^^UTNER*^He has Jthree brothers, namely FRANK, LEONARD and 
EICEAMiCrndft^d "sisters, LILLIAN CLARK and I3ABELLB SCHUNN* 
All of these individuals are presently living in Youngstown, 
Ohio with the exception of the father who died in the 1930 f s# 
None of the family was a member of the Communist Party or in 
sympathy with the Communist Party* 

When LAUTNER was sixteen months of age, his family 
came to the United States on the n SS Kaiser Wilhelm" from 
Bremen, Germany, arrived at New York City, and proceeded 
immediately to Manassa, Pennsylvania where they resided until 
LAUTNER was approximately h& years of age, when the family 
moved to Freeland, Pennsylvania where LAUTNER 1 s father worked 
as a foreman in the mines# After a short residence the family 
moved to New York City until LAUTNER was approximately 6 years 
of age when the whole family returned to Hungary* The reason 
for the return to Hungary was because of the financial straits 
of the family and the desire of the parents to visit their 
homeland # 

Due in part to the intervention of World War I 
LAUTNER did not return with his family to the United States 
until July, 1920* While In Hungary LAUTNER attended public 
grammar school and high school and a year and a half at a 
teachers college In Munkacs* In July* 1920 LAUTNER and his 
family returned to the United States on the U SS Rotterdam* 1 
from Holland and proceeded to Youngstown, Ohio* 

For a period of about a year and a half, beginning 
September, 1920, LAUTNER worked in the Republic Iron and 
Steel Company in the tube mill* For a short period of time 
he went to Cleveland where he worked as a paperhanger and 
helper, and then to Arizona for a few months, but returned to 
Youngstown in 1922* In that city he worked with his father 
on construction work as a bricklayer for about six years, 
after which he went to Cleveland, and then in 1928 came to 
New York City, joining Local #3k of the Bricklayers Union in 
New York City* He was employed as a bricklayer by the Tishman 
Realty Company, the Colon Construction Company and the 
Knickerbocker Ice Company* In 1929, since there was no 
construction work available, he turned his union card into the 
union* 

While in Youngstown LAUTNER, on 2/16/23, filed a 
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Declaration of Intention to become a citizen of the United 
States at the Court of Common Pleas, Youngstown, Ohio* The 
Declaration of Intention bears Number 109o0» On 5/27/26 he 
was issued a Petition for Naturalization bearing Number 6752 
and a Certificate of Naturalization bearing Number 226HJ.54* 
The records of the Court of Common Pleas at Youngstown, Ohio 
Indicate that LAUTNER filed his Petition and Declaration, etc* 
under the name of JOHN LAUTNER, JR., giving as his address 
i}.6L|. West Ravenwood Avenue, Youngstown, Ohio* His occupation 
is given as bricklayer and his birth date is noted as 1/1/02, 
Hungary • It is noted that he emigrated from Rotterdam, Holland, 
July 2, 1920 and arrived in New York City July 1)+, 1920. 
His Certificate of Arrival bears Number 96509 under the name 
of JOHN LAUTNER, JR, The witnesses to his Citizenship 
Declaration are MARIA LAUTNER, housewife, and MIKE LAUTN3E, 
bricklayer, both having the same address as JOHN LAUTNER, JR* 



COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITIES 



V '- 



c 



o 

Q 



LAUTNER advised he joined the Communist Party, USA 
at the end of 1929 ♦ He stated he net a group of Hungarians 
at the Hungarian Community Center, 350 East ols& Str eet, NYC* 
One of the me mbers of the grou p wasp 
real name was [_ 



mow 
IS 

who 



] and who was [ 
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at the Community Center* This individual sponsored LAUTNER 
for me mbership In the Communist Party • LAUTNER states that 
I | fought with the Abraham Lincoln Brigade in Spain and was 
later expelled from the Communist Party for being a Trotskyite* 

LAUTNER states that in 1929 $ after joining the Party, 
he was assigned to the Yorkville Party Unit in New York City 
with headquarters at 350 East 8lst Street* In January, 
February, March, April and May of 1930 he attended a training 
school for Communist Party members of Hungarian descent # The 
training school was held on Union Square, New York City in the 
building that housed both the District Headquarters of the 
Party and the n Daily foorkfli?"* lattTOhR stated that; he was 
recommended to the school byL 



Hungarian National Bureau of the Communist Party. 



of the 
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LAUTNER stated that the Hungarian National Bureau was 
part of the Language Department which in turn was a sub- 
division of the National Committee of the Communist Party* 
MOTHER stated that the Language Department hady supervision 
over foreign language groups* In this school, JV*^2FERS was 
instructor o£ Political Economy. P3TERS at that time was 
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Manager of the "Daily 
Hungarian C ommunist P; 

Leninism* 



Worker% JAMHT'LUSTIG, lEditor of th© 
arty newspaper, gave instructions on 

, ] Communist Party functionary active 

in the Transport Workers Union, wa s instructor in the program 
of the Communist Internet ion ale^ I I was instructor 

in Dialectical Materialism* I J lectured in Communist 
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Work Among Hungarian Communities* LGUISUtfSINSTOCK lectured 
on the History of the Communist Party Of" the Soviet Union* 
I | lectured on the Communis t Manifesto • [~ 

I lectured on the Paris Commun e* | | lectured 

on IWO Administration. | | lectured on the Communist 
Party Organization* 



LAUTN3R identifies Dr* JOHN GYETVAI as Editor of the 
"Magyar Jovo tt and at present time Hungarian Ambassador to 
Turkey* The purpose of the training school was to prepare 
prospective functionaries for the Communist Party* LAUTNER 
defines a functionary as a member who is elected or appointed 
to a specific position of responsibility in the Party 
organization on any level* At the training school the students 1 
expenses were paid for and they were given a daily allowance 
for food and books and any of the students who came from out 
of town had their rent paid by the Party* The school was 
subsidized by the Hungarian National Bureau of the Communist 
Party* About fifteen individuals attended this school and 
MOTHER finished with the highest grades* 

It is to be noted that LOUIS BEBRITS, presently 
Hungarian Cabinet Member of Government «• Minister of 
Transportation; JAMES LUSTIG who in 19I+9 was international 
representative of United Electrical Workers; LOUIS WEINSTGCK, 
one of the C ommunist Par ty functionaries recently indicted 
in New York; I j who went under gro und in the Communist 
Party using the name oj j ~~ I JOHN GYEOVAI* presently 

Hungarian Minister to Turkey; ISADORST^BGUN, one pf CP 



functio naries recently indicted i n New York City; 

Iwho in 19k9 wa s lof the All~31av OOftgtfdSSJ 



an 



*[ 



]all were members of the Yorkville Unit 



of the Co mmunist Party with LAUTNER when he .joined t he Party 
in 1929* 
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In May of 1930 while he was still in attendance 
at the aforementioned school, LAUTNER was called in byF 



] 



and told that a Party decision had been made and that 
fl.6 wai to marry a girl who had come into the United States 
from Hungary on a student visa* The girl was described as 
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promising material for the Communist Party* LAUTNER was 
told that lie co uld get &* dlffi &ce^later* As a consequence 



iff ^iiy' Hall, S ew York Cit y in 

1 



LAUTNER married, , _. „__„ „_„ . 

May, 1930* One witness to the ceremony was [ l a 

fellow student of LAUTNER at the aforementioned scnool and 
who later went to Dayton, Ohio as Communist Party organizer 
and who is presently believed to he out of the Party and 
emp loyed in Haw York Pity as a headwaiter* A nother witness 
was[_ I of the IWO in 
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NYC in 1930, a sister of |_ 



I 



LAUTNER states that sometime in 1933 when he was 
residing in Cleveland, he was served wit h divorce pape rs 
and sofaras he knows he is divorced f rom I I 

LAUTNER claims not to have lived with l l and in fact* not 
to have seen her but once since their marriage* On the single 
occasion that LAUTNB8 saw her, he did not speak to her and 
viewed her at a distance* LAUTNER states that he learned 
later th at he was to have gone thro ugh such a marriage ceremony 
with the | Iwho had also com e into the 



country art a pt» riant vin& anri th£E 



fact, married| 

as LAUTNER had married 



t 



in 



under the same circumstances 



In the spring of 1930 LAUTN3R was elected delegate 
to a Section Convention of the Communist Party in Harlem, 
New York City # LAUTNER states at that time the Organisational 
Secretary of District #2, New York was JOHN WILLIAMSON* 



In May of 1930 [ 



b7C 



j assigned LAUTNER as District 
Secretary of the Hungarian Bureau of the Communist Party in 
Detroit* Detroit had a large Hungarian population numbering 
approximately twenty thousand and they resided^ for the most 
part, in the automobile industrial areas. LAUTNER f s assignment 
was to build up the influence of the CP among the Hungarians 
in Detroit and to infiltrate into Hungarian social, political, 
church and fraternal organizations* Generally, his job was 
to educate and organize into a closer membership the Hungarian 
members and to bring them into the activities of the CP in 
the District of Detroit* j 

LAUTNER stated that JACK^STACHEL was the CP leader in 
Detroit and that PHlE^BAfiT was Organizational Secretary under 
STACHEL# LAUTNER stated that he was responsible to the District 
leaders at Detroit as well as the Hungarian Bureau of the CP 
at New York. While in Detroit he was Secretary of the District 
Control Commission of the Detroit District of the CP* LAUTNER 
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stated that the Head of the National Control Commission of the 
CP in New York at that time was CHARLSS^DIR BA , At Detroit 
WILLBMHrowELL was educational Director and[ 



in the district organization* 
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Also, while in Detroit, LAUTHER worked part-time 
at the Amtorg Trading Corporation Branch Office handling the 
switchboard* 

LAUTHER describes STACHEL as being one of a triumvirate 
i*±L0, with BROKDSB and FOSTER, ruled the CP from 1928 to 1930. 

Khile in Detroit LAUTHER was a CP lecturer and taught 
Marxism and Leninism, using his notes and material gathered 
from the aforementioned Hungarian school* 

LAUTHER recalled that the yarhovy Aid Society of 
Detroit was one of the Hungarian organizations that he attempted 
to infiltrate* He stated that they were successful in converting 
many of the individuals to Communism and in fact, controlled 
one of the lodges* He also recalled that the Bridgeport Aid 
Society and the Reformers Church of Detroit were other organi- 
zations that he attempted to infiltrate with only moderate 
success* At Detroit he sat in as an invitee at the District 
Committee meetings and gave reports of his activities* LAUTHER 
stated that one of his biggest jobs was to build up CP influence 
among Hungarian auto workers in Detroit* 



as [ 



In the early spring o f 1931 



] later known 



]of the Organizational Department 



of the National Committee of the CP in New York, came to 
Detroit and informed LAUTHER that he was assigned by the 
Hungarian Bureau to go to Canada to relieve the Editor of the 
Canadian paper {the Hungarian Worker) and to become the 
National Bureau Secretary of the Canadian Hungarian National 
Rurftati of thfi nan adiRn Communist Party* LAUTHER relieved 
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LAUTHER went to Hew York and then went with 
to Bttff alo and through Niagara Falls into Canada* When he 
got to Hamilt on* Ontario f he was introduced to the Canadian 
Communists by | LAUTHER states that the American 

Communist Party fifid CLitf&ct supervision over the Canadian 
Communist Party at that time* He states that the Canadians 
were not consulted in his appointment* LAUTHER states that 
he remained in Canada for approximately eleven months and during 



»w 



t 



t 



this period BISWY^ANNSTT was also there as the Communist 
Internationale. Youth Representative in Canada* 

In Canada LAUTN3R used t he alias of JOHN k1)VACS. 
He did this at the suggestion of land~wa& told that 

it was the practice of the Party t;o ao xt; 



"Tajac 
-Sind 



that if 



b6 

he used b ?c 

ates 

gave 



his correct name, he might have trouble with Un ited St 
authorities on his return* LAUTNER states that I I 

him the name to use and introduced him to the Canadian 
Communists under the alias* 

LAUTNER states that the Hungarian name of the paper 
was ! ^unka^ and that it was ostensibly a labor newspaper 
and that his articles and work in this paper were based upon 
material set out in the Canadian Worker^ and the "Daily Worker 11 
of New York* LAUTNER stated that the Canadian Party leaders 
whom he consulted in connection with his duties were I I 

(rfmfvrfll iSflftrftftflrv of tha riflnfldlfln f!? And I 



LAUTNER states that he andC 



J 



organized a Hungarian YCL school in Toronto and that BETTY 
GANNETT taught at this school. 

In the spring of 1932 LAUTNER asked the National 
Hungarian Bureau of the CP in New Yo rk to relie ve him from 
his assignment and he was advised by | | that he was 
to wind up his business and return to x;ne united States* 
In speaking of his assignment in Canada LAUTNER stated that 
the Hungarian population which numbered from four to ten 
thousand, was spread over the following cities: Hamilton, 
Toronto, Montreal, Winnipeg, Alberta, Vancouver and parts of 
Nova Scotia* The purpose of LAUTNER f s mission was the same 
as in Detroit, namely, to spread Communist Party theory among 
the Hungarians and to get the Hungarians to work in the CP 
of the various districts in Canada* As a measure of his 
success, LAUTNER stated that TIM BUCK wanted him to go to the 
Lenin School and then to come back and become a Canadian and 
work with BUCK in Canada* 

In the spring o f 1932* on his return from New York, 
LAUTNER was assigned by | | to Cleveland to become 
District Secretary of the Hungarian Bureau of the CP in 
Cleveland and to work as editor on one of the Hungarian papers 
there* LAUTNER was also given the job to report back to the 
National Hungarian Bureau of the CP concerning a factional 
dispute among the Hungarians in Cleveland. LAUTNER advised 
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that while the National Hungarian Bureau was located in 
New York, its paper was published in Cleveland* Individual 
CP Hungarian members In Cleveland wanted the Bureau to make 
Its headquarters In Cleveland* Thfe position was disputed by 
the leading Hungarian functionaries in New York* LAUTNER 
stated that the situation was finally resolved by BROWSER 
who remov ed from the Hungarian Bureau most of the disputants 
including 
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At Cleveland a national training school was organized 
for Hungarian Communists from all over the United States* 
One branch was in New York City and one in Cleveland* LAUTNER 
formed the branch In Cleveland In the summer of 1932 and the 
school lasted for eight weeks* LAUTNER was director of the 
school* oversaw Its operations and evaluated the people In 
at tendance* LA UTNER *s work in this regard was at the instruction 



of 



LAUTNER asked for a release from Cleveland, 



expressing his dislike over functional fights among the Hungarian 
CP members in Cleveland, and he left Cleveland in the summer of 
1932* 

He was transferred from Cleveland to the New York City 
Party and later was assigned to the Language Bureau of the 
New York District* LAUTNER stated that when he first returned 
from Cleveland he worked witjb. his father who at that time was be 
residing with the rest of the family in Ridgewood* New Jersey* b?c 
LAUTNER f s assignment to the La nguage Bureau of the New York 
District of the CP was ma de bv l H 

|of the CP, District #2* 



LAUTNER describes his activities at this period as 
being a trouble shooter among foreign groups In New York* 
especially among the G-erman population who were aroused over 
HITLER 1 s handling of the Communists* LAUTNER also worked 
among the Latin American groups* He states that the dominating 
group in the CP were the Cubans and that this time also marked 
the beginning of a period wherein the Puerto Ricans challenged 
the domination of the Cubans in the CP Latin American affairs* 
In speaking of this period LAUTNER stated that the New York 



CP aided in a financial way t fre Cuban and Puerto Ri can CP*s 

H for colonial 



and sent Individuals known as 

purposes to Puerto Rico and Venezuela* 

LAUTNER also stated that during this period there was 
a general assessment on all of the Party members in the United 
States to aid Communist Parties in other countries* He stated 
that in the early 1930 f s when they were on a weekly dues paying 
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system, they had a monthly assessment of International© dues 
equal to a week ! s dues* LAUTNER states that in the middle 
1930* s, when the Party went on a monthly dues paying system, 
they also had a quarterly assessment of Internationale dues 
equal to a month's dues and that this continued until the 
Communist Party formally disaffiliated with the Communist 
Internationale in 19tpL» LAUTNER states that the assessment 
was known as the Internationale assessment and that it was 
generally understood in the Party that this money was in ful~ 
fillment of the Internationale obligations of the Party and 
was spent at the discretion of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party, USA* 



In the latter part 
LAUTNER was appointed by|_ 



SiL 



1Q33 or th e early part of 193ij-# 
J as a full-time Section 



Organizer to a new section of the Party known as Section l8# 
This section of the Party was located on the west side of 
New York City with territorial boundaries from 59th to 110th 
Street, from Central Park west to the Hudson Riv er* LAUTNER 
rebates that after his appointment by | | he called a 
meeting of West Side Communists and Informed them that he was 
Section Organizer by orders of the District Committee of the 
/CP* As Section Organizer LAUTNER had contact with CHARLES 
XRXJMBEINf District Organizer of the CP and member of the 
National Committee; ISRAEL AMPERJ ALEX BITTLIMAU; RQ^S-4&}£TIS; 
R0BER!K^IN0R; RC^gjroSON and EARL BROW33BR, all members of the 
National Committee o£ the Communist Party* 

LAUTNER states that Section 18 was made up, for the 
most part, of professional and mi<fcfle~class Jewish people and 
that in this period new members classes were held and the 
classes were addressed by J. PETERS who at that time was 
working out of a speakers bureau of the CP, and also by 
VICTOR "JfiROMS, one of the Editors of l, The Communist 11 * 



During this perio 
of LAUTNER by the name of 
School in Moscow* 



the fall of 1935 a friend 

ca me back from the Lenin 

Both LAUTNER and l 1 visited AL LANNON 

The y went t o 



who at that time resided in Brooklyn, New York« 
Jacob Reiss Park in Brooklyn and LAUTNER states that | | 
and LANNON talked about their experiences in the Lenin School 
1.n Moscow* LAUTNER could re call little of the conversation 
but states that both | | and LANNON spoke of an exce llent 
teacher at the Lenin School, a Hungarian by the name of I | 
LAUTNER describes LANNON as being a close confidant of H5Y 
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HUDSON, specializing in seamen and maritime union problems* 
LAUTNER had little contact with MM ON, but noted that he 
saw LANNON at the 19i|5 National Convention of the CP where 
LAOTON attended as head of the Maryland delegation of the CP* 

In this period LAUTNER states that various members 
of the National ,Committee of the Communist Party came to the 
Section Organizers meetings that he attended and he also 
recalled that G3RHARDT 1I3LER who at that time was known 
under the name of EDWARDS, also attended these meetings* 
LAUTKER stated that EISLER was not a member of the National 
Committee of the Communist Party nor a Section Organizer of 
the CP, but was definitely in attendance at the meetings* 
LAUTNER states that the general opinion among the members 
was. that SISLER was a representative of the Communist Inter** 
national e to the United States* 

LAUTNER r ecallod that in the spring of 1935 &t & meeting 
held on Second Avenue in New York City, which meeting was 
dedicated to the problems concerning the Transport Workers 
Union, he saw & ISLSR in attendance and recalled that MSL BR 
took issue with I I 



J He recalled that the meeting was held at Stuyvesant 



Hall and that the meeting was called at th e instance of 

either CHARLES XRUMBEIN or l L He recalled that 

EISLER f s exception to the report of I l was very unusual 
inasmuch as EISLER had no formal position in the Part y and 
that in any case, the report of such a functionary as [ 



was generally accepted without much discussion* LAUTNER 
stated that 13ISISR spoke with apparent authority and that 
no one at the meeting took issue with him* 

LAUTNER also recalled that shortly after this meeting, 
in the spring of 1935* he saw EISLER at a Section Organizers 
meeting also attended by District C? leaders, held at lij/th 
Street, New York City* The purpose of this meeting was a 
circulation campaign concerning the "Daily Worker 11 • At this 
meeting EISLER, known under the name of EDWARDS, addressed 
the meeting and stated that the "Daily Worker 11 must reflect 
the activities of the Communist Party and the problems of the 
working class in the most vivid and lively fashion so that the 
n Daily Worker" would become the accepted voice of the American 
working class* 

LAUTNER also recalled that in the summer of 1935 he 
met EISL13R at a meeting of the Section Organizers, New York 



bb 
b7C 



«-*9** 



t 



• 



State District leaders, etc#, held at Camp Unity, New York, 
which is located approximately 100 miles outside of NYC#> 
This meeting was called to hear a report by J, PETERS on 
Methods and Devi ces of Concentr ation in the National Guard* 
About this time « I I who directed LAUTNER to attend 

the meeting, identified EDWARDS as the Communist Internationale 
representative* The last time that LAUTNER can recall EISLER 
was when he saw him in 191^9 shortly after he was released from 
211is Island* At this time LAUTNER saw EISLER in the CP 
Headquarters, 35 East 12th Street, NYC# On this occasion 
he knew EI8LER under his true name and recalled that EISIER 
attended and spoke at a banquet in honor of the eleven National 
Leaders of the CP in NYe 

In 1936 LAUTHER was sent by JACK STACHEL who at that 
time was Executive Secretary of the Communist Party, USA, 
to West Virginia to be District Organizer* LAUTNER* s appoint** 
ment was at the direction of the National Committee of the CP* 
LOOTER notes that he had been previously approached by 

to go to Norfolk as District 
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Organizer there* On his appointment to West Virginia, LAUTNER 
was given various addresses in Fairmount and Charlestown* but 
decided to make his headquarters in Charlestown* He was 
given specific instructions to build a Communist Party around 
the mining and chemical workers in West Virginia* 

Shortly after his arrival iae called his first conference, 
introduced himself and became the District Organizer without 
the pretense of any formality of election* He served in this 
capacity from the spring of 1936 until the end of 19l*.G* &AUTNER 
notes that one of his instructions before going to West Virginia 
was to build up CP membership in the 1¥0« 



LAUTNER states that he had met 
in New York City in 1933 and that at that time she was a 
functionar y! I LAUTNER stated that he 



lived with 
faest Virgi&lS7 



in NYC and that on his assignment to 
ane wrfs also assigned to that territory by 
JACK STACHEL in the position of Organizational Secretary* 
LAUTNER stated that in We st Virginia he continued to live with 
until 19I4.O when I j who was not a citizen of 
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the united States, but was apprehensive of the possibilities 
of being deported because of her CP activities, asked LAUTNER 
to go through a marriage ceremony with her in order to expedite 
her obtaining of U«S# citizenship* LAUTNER states that on the 
way up to New Yo yk Citv in 1 Q1|0 to attend the National Convention 
of the CP# he and | | applied for a marriage license in 
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Maryland and then continued u p to the convention* After the 
convention he and | | together with ELIZABETH GURLEY 

FLYNN and SAM BROWE, sne latter being a CP member and Executive 
Secretary of the New York County Secti on of the C P f returned 
to Elkton, Maryland, where LADTNSR and I I were married. 
The witnesses to the ceremony were 2LIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN and 
SAM BRGWN. FLYNN at that time was a member of the National 
Committee of the_C2*__LAIIMER advised that FLYNN opposed 
his marriage to I I on the grounds that it was not 
necessary* LAUTNER stated that he advised FLYNN of the real 
purpose of the marriage and that FLYOT thereafter did not 
oppose his marriage* 

After the marriage the y both returned to New York 

| and LAUTNER went bank to Meat 
spates zmi he never lived with|_^ 



[ 



and 

Virginia. LAUTNM 

again from that time on altho 

good friend. 



he always considered her a 



He recalled that f l ass ignment [ 

land that she applied for and received 



U.S. citizenship In Chicago. 

Shortly after this marriage in July or August, 19l|X)f 
at Elkt on, Maryland, MB TNSR, in tne early part of 19ijJ. 
went toP^ Iwho was the Communist Par ty att orney 



[ 



in New *6f i£ A Ad said hlA that he desired to marry[ 



told[ 



jH&SL^also was a CP member*, 
of his marriage to|_7 



TAW 



] 



EER states tha 
| and that 



t hv 



told LAUTNER th at he could get an annulment, on the grounds 
that I "1 violated a pre«nuptial contract whereby she 
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had agreed to become a member of the Catholic faith and that 
such grounds would be valid in New York for an annulment. 
LAUTNER states that | | was the one who definitely 
suggested the fraudulent grounds and that in pursuance thereto 
LAUTNER did secure an annulment in the Supreme Court of New 
York County and at a hearing before the judge, b* deliberately 
lied tinder oath and testified to the false cont ract ground s 
as given him by | | LAUTNER states that | | 
was agreeable to the arrangement and put in an appearance through 
an attorney but otherwise did not contest the action. LAUTNER 
was of the opinion that the annulment was secured in September, 
191A in the Supreme Court of New York County. 

Before LAUTNER arrived in West Virginia and while 
still in New York, he was given a code by J# PETERS whom 
LAUTNER described as a member of the National Organizational 
Department of the Coircaunist Party, USA. The code consisted 
of an arrangement whereby PETERS gave LAUTNER a copy of a 
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book, a similar copy of which was retained by PETERS • PETERS 
instructed LAUTMSR in the use of a series of numbers* the 
first of which referred to the page of the book, the second 
to a line on the page and the third to spaces over on that line* 
At this point a word would begin and that letter would be 
the first letter in the construction of the word* Similarly* 
the second letter would be arrived at by referring to a number 
of a line and numbers of spaces on the line* This was repeated 
until an entire word was coded and the message was completed* 
PETERS instructed LAUTNER to use the code for confidential 
or secret communications with the National Headquarters of the 
CP but LAUTNSR states that he had no use for the code and no 
need to communicate secretly with the leadership in New York 
inasmuch as he made frequent trips to NYC and on those occasions 
discussed his confidential matters with the leadership* 
LAUTNER states that ESTERS told him that the other CP District 
leaders also had such codes* 

Prom 193& to 191^2 LAUTNER states that he attended 
many plenums of the CP, USA held at NYC in conjunction with 
the various conventions of the Party* He stated that the 
plenums consisted of a joint meeting of the National Committee 
of the CP and various District Organizers* He stated that the 
plenums usually were held in the spring and the fall of each b6 
year* LAUTNSR recalled PHIL FRANKFSLD as being in attendance b7c 
at these plenums as District Organ ize* frqm Massac husetts 
and Pennsylvania* He also recalls !" [ and ALBERT 

JBLUMBERG as being in attendance as District Oi^anizers from 
Maryland* ^ 

As District Organizer in West Virginia he was given 
a subsidy of §50i*0Q a month* a car, office supplies and 
literature by the National CP* He distributed among the Party 
members in West Virginia copies of the following literature: 

Foundations of Leninism 
Problems of Leninism 
United Front by DIMITRQFF 
Lef twing Communism 
Imperialism 
Strategy and Tactics 
State and Revolution* 

LAUTNER recalled that during his stay in West Virginia 
the subject of the Hltler«3talin Pact came up* This pact 
in the light of the united front program as ennunciated by 
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DXMITROFF was explained as a tactical maneuver on th© part 
of the Soviet Union and not part of the Communist long range 
strategy* 

As a result of his workjn West Virginia he was given 
a favorable ©valuation by JiygBSfj'GRD, member of the National 
Committee of the CP, USA and recommended and later elected 
as a member of the Presiding Committee of the 191$ National 
Convention of the CP# He stated that the fact of this election 
was published in the "Daily Worker 11 in the issue of May 31* 19i|.0. 
LAUTNER stated that the Presiding Committee was made up of 
BROWSER, POSTER and ROY HUDSON* LAUTNER recalled BROWSER 
coming Into the Committee meeting and presenting to the Committee 
the slate of the new National Committee, which slate was endorsed 
without question by all members* 

Also* as a result of his work in West Virginia, he 
was notified by ROY HUDSON, who at that time was Organizational 
Secretary of the CP and performing the duties of EARL BRGWDER, 
who at that time was in jail, that he was to attend a national 
Training School of the Communist Party from January or February 
to May, 19ifl# LAUTNSR described this training school as being 
the highest training school of the CP and the successor to the 
Lenin School in Mo scow # LAUTNER stated that because of the 
war, the Kitler«3talin Pact and the general political situation, 
the Party had ceased to send students to, the Lenin School at 
Moscow and had started a CP Training School In New York City 
known as the National Training School* LAUTNER attended the 
second session of the school* The school lasted about three 
and a half months and the students x^orked approximately sixteen 
hours a day# There were full-time morning, afternoon and 
evening sessions* LAUTNER recalled the following students 
in attendance: 

ANDREW^ ONDA, CP District Organizer of Cleveland, Ohio; 
DAVID McELVE3W#HTE, leader of the Veterans of the 

Abraham Lincoln Brigade and son of former Governor 

WTTTW of Ohio: 

I from New Orleans 



lof Richmond. Virginia! 

of 



th6 China p*q D1r,tr1rt: 
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LAUTNER recalled the following instructors: 
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member of the National Training School 

Commission who lectured on Marxism«Leninism* His 
source material was the Selected and Collective Works 
of LENIN* Imperialism, STALIN'S Foundations of Leninism 
and STALIN f s Problems of Leninism* 
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of the National Training School 
wno lectured on .Political Economy and whose source 
material was Das Kapital* 



who lectured on T&e M lstor 
of tho Soviet Union* 



i 



of the CP of Canada 
the Communist Party 



y 

I I us ed the textbook, 
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also used various 



History of CP, SU (B). 
references to the works of LENIN* 

JACaT" JOHNSTONE, whose topic was Trade Unions and the 

CP* JOHNSTONE* s remarks dealt with the History and 

Development of Trade Unions; CP Influence in Trade 

Unions; CP Concentration in Industries and generally, 

the experience of JOHNSTONE, a leading CP trade functionary* 

JAM£S FORD, member of the National Committee of C f 
who spoke on the Negro Question* FORD f s remarks 
dealt with the CP policy of self determination among 
the Negroes, the problems of building the CP in the 
Negro populations of the United States* FORD character** 
ised the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People as a reformist movement representing 
the bourgedsie# FORD approved the National Negro 
Congress in its competition with the NAACP* 



spoke on LENIN 1 s Imperialism* 



His talk dealt with the final stages of monopoly 
capitalism and the colonial aspects of monopoly 
capitalism and applied those doctrines to the United 
States which was characterized as an imperialiet 
monopolistic nation* 
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Igave a h istory of the American 



in developing the history 



xaoor movement* < t 

of this movement, characterized it as not representing 
progressivism* He stated that the American labor move- 
ment was economic conscious but not social conscious* 

JOHN WILLIAMSON* member of the National Board and 
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National Committee of the CP, who spoke on the 
practical problems of the CP« WILLIAM30N f s remarks 
dealt mainly with the building of the Party in 
concentration districts* It was WILLIAMSONS theory 
that in every section of the country there was one or 
more key or influential unions or industries, but 
many local unions or subdivisions of industry • 
WILLIAMSON claimed that if the Party could gain control 
of the key union or key industry, the rest of the locals 
and sub-divisions of industry would follow and that 
GP influence would be overwhelming* WILLIAMSON 
therefore urged that the Party be built and that the 
efforts be concentrated in the important segments 
of the unions and industry in each section of the 
country* 
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recalled that 

l and at that time in an illegal or unaer grouna capacity* 
lectured to the school on the topic of China* ] i dentified 
the Chinese Communists as being true Marxists and generally 
followed the CP line in his criticism of the Nationalists 
under Chiang Kai«shek* 

LAUTNE R also recalled that a young scientist whose 
first name was I I but whose last name remains unknown, 
from Columbia University, who was at that time engaged in 
atomic research at the General Slectric Laboratory in 
Schenectady, New York, spoke to the class on the topic of 
general science* In his talk, this individual spoke of 
DARWIN's Evolution* EINSTEIN *s Relativity, Materialistic 
Conception of the Beginnings of Creation, and a general course 
on science* LAUTNER recalled that the remarks of the scientist 
concerned Dialectical Materialism as applied to nature rather 
than to society* 

At the conclusion of this National School LAUTNM 
was assigned by the National Committee of the CP as National 
Secretary of the Hungarian Bureau, which position he retained 
until November, 19lf.2* About this same period he was appointed 
as a member of the National Language Department or Commission 
of the CP and later, in the spring of 19k2 he was appointed 
National Secretary of the Hungarian Section of IWO* The latter 
appointment was by the National Coiami ttQe of the CT>+ H e was 
informed of the latter appointment by | | of the 

National Language Department or Commission of the CF* LAUTNER 
retained these aforementioned positions until inducted into the 
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United States Army in November, 19ij>2* 
at New York City on November 9# 19li2« 



LAUTNER was inducted 



LAUTNERis armed service records* maintained at AGO* 
St* Louis, Missouri* reflect that he has Army Serial Number 
32622865 • It is noted that his civilian occupation is given 
as ^Executive Secretary for insurance organization® * His 
military occupation is given as !l Translator tv * His foreign 
service is given as ®2 years* 10 days 11 . His campaigns are 
given as u Naples and Poggia tt # His discharge is dated June 20, 
19U5 at Port Dix* New Jersey* His highest rank held was 
Technician, Fourth Grade* While in the Army LAUTNER relates 
he received personal letters from ELIZABETH GUBLEY FLYM, but 
otherwise was out of touch with CP activities* 
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In relating his activities in the United States Army*, 
LAUTNER advised that in the summer of 191+3* ho was assigned 
to the psychological jarfare Branch of the United States Array 
at Bari and Rome* Italy, as well as Algiers. He recalled that 
at Algiers, his job was to establish a monitory system of chocking 
on Hungarian and Chechoslovakian broadcasts. He would intercept 
the broadcast , translate it and put it in report form. Later 
at Bari, he performed the same duties. He recalled that at Bari, 
he was approached by the British Branch of the Psychological War- 
fare and worked with them with the permission of the United States 
J rmy* lie also worked on a broadcast to Hungary, which broadcast 
carried allied propaganda, factual news, editorials, etc. He 
recalled that he helped to prepare thousands of leaflets which 
were supplied to the Allied Air Force who would drop the leaflets 
into Hungary and Chechoslovakia. The leaflets were called n Allied 
^ir Force News f: * ;Jhile perfo rming these., general d uties at Bari, 

LAUTNER recalled that he met who was assigned 

to the British PTonitoring System at Algiers and who was formerly 
Spanish Qivil Uar veteran who had been picked up by the British 
and placed in the British Army. LAUTE5R stated that 



knew of LAUT£BJE*s Communist party affiliations ana that they worked 
together in their monitoring duties. In Bari, LACJTITER stated 
that there were many Yugoslav partisans who were trained and sent 
back to Yugoslavia as part of the Liberation /-rray* It was one 
of LAUTNER ! s duties to develop among this group, a news service. 
That is, a group that could be reliod upon when they returned to 
Yugoslavia to report Allied news and in turn report back to the 
Allies, activities in Yugoslavia. As will be stat ed later in 
this memorandum, it was LAUTNER's association with | ~| that 
supplied a basis of suspicion on the part of the Communis t Party, 
ISA of LAUTHTJR himself • 

After his discharge from the United States Army, LAUTiOl 
wont up to the Communist Party Cff ice in New York and he recalled 
they were making ^reparations in relation to a State Convention 
of the Party . LAUTE3R stated that he spoke to JOHN vjILLIAMSCH 
t^jho at that time was Secretary of the National Committee of the 
Communist political Association. IvILAIAkSON told LAUTNER that 
he would see him in a few days. Later he met UILLI/^iSON again 
and on this occasion, JACK STACHEL and EUGENE DENNIS were present. 
DENNIS asked LAUTNER to go to Cleveland, Ohio as City Organizer 
for Tioga County* LAUTNER stated that he turned this offer dox-m 
and gave as his reason the fact that he was out of New York City 
for such a long period of time^nd thatne would like to stay in New 
York City and settle down there. LAUTNER stated that DENNIS did 
not insist on LAUTNAR taking the job and in fact asked him for 
his preference in respect to work in the Party. LAUTNER stated 
that he told DENNIS and the others that he desired to return to 



b6 
b7C 



-17- 



mm 



IW~- ym 



I 



f 



Hungarian work under the-National Hungarian Bureau of | the Cora- 
munist Party". L^If'TIAAR teas told to get in touch with 



and when he did, lie received an offer and accepted the job as 
Secretary of the Hungarian bureau* LAUTFiSR also recalled that blc 
he was assigned to the Hungarian ~ American Democratic Council 
which he described as the Communist Party front organization 
whose purpose was to counteract the influence that the Hungarian 
Federation had at that time LAUTNER identified the Federation 
as being antl-CorrcujQist. Ee remained in these positions until 
the end of 19^5 • '"^ recalled that at about the time that he 
was seeing vACLLIA SON, DKMMS and STACflEL, the State and National 
Conventions of the Communist Political Association were being 
fceld. He recalled that ^LIZABiiiTH GURLEY FKHH1T, and JCHIT VjILLIAM- 
5i>CIv tola hira of the draft resolution that had been prepared by 
the Fational Corrjraittea of the Corarirearist political Association, 
of the L>IK;AQS letter and the FOSTER letter. They_toId_Jhira to 
attend both the ^t-te and National Conventions. h,MJTN>jH recalled 
that he did nttend the State Convention of the Communist Political 
Association in *Aevj York and that he, sat on the stage with GIL- 
3SRT GRI^Ei'T who et thet time was State Chalrroan of the Coramunist 
Political Association. LAUTFiiR stated that at tnis State Con- 
vention, Party leaders agreed vath the draft resolution and con- 
demned the actions of BRGjDAR, He recalls that the convention 
;.<as held at the jTarihattan Center, 3k-fh Street and 3th Avonue, 
Hew York City 2 and that present at the convention were GILBLRT 
GRALN, ^tate Chairman, .jILLIiiH Z. FC8TLR, LLIZA3LTK GlTRLAY ^AYj?^ 
RGBLRT MIlMCR, ll'.Y HUBSC3*!, CVI^L&S KRUABLIF, B^!J._'m DAVIo, all 
of whom were members of the iTational Comraittee of the Communist 
Political Association. LAI3TE&R stated that the line taken by 
the people present at the State Convention followed the pre-convention 
discussion articles set out in the "oaily Aorker- issues of Jane 
and July, 19i-|5« AAUTIA^R also recalled that at the State Convention 
delegates were elected to the National Convention and that the 
State Convention stood adjourned subject to a recall after the 
holding of the national Convention. LAUTFh'R recalled that GILBAiL: 
G-3LLJT, who acted as Chairman of tne Convention, gave the principal 
address and that his adores s was reported in the "Daily worker 51 , 
as well as the resolution adopted by the State Convention. 

After the State Convention, LA'OTITAR visited his family 
in Youngstot-jn, r.hio for a period of approximately ten days and 
then came back to Pew York and attended the Fational Convention. 
He was °;iven tickets for the National Convention by JCHH [VILLI-' 1 ' - 
SOU and was present as a "Fraternal Delegate' 11 * At the national 
Convention/ he saw all the principal leaders of the National 
Communist Political Association, including POSTAL 7 ?, GAiA/fi^ SCIiiAACO ,A- 
KM, PQTASh, '..ILAI^liOfl, LAEWOM, and SARL BRCtJlOl. He stated that 
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the National Convention was completely in the control of the 
Communist Political Association and POTASH acted as Chairman. 
The main talks were given by FCSTEA and D3NNIS and the raain dis- 
cussion dealt with the .DuOACS article, -the FCST.KR letter and the 
draft resolution. At this convention LAUTNAR was aligned to 
the Veterans Committee which was headed by R03AB5<raGi v (PSCN, The 
line discussed at these committee meetings was the endeavor of 
the Corxnunist fart 
stated that he as 
who was 



to pe netrate into the ^jnerican Le gion, LAUTNAR 



woll as 
from 



] the latter 



St« Louis, yiissouri, disagreed with 
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this line and tr^ed to urge a formction by the Communist Party 
of tneir own veteran organization. 

At tho Rational Convention^ in addition to the dissolution 
of the Communist Political Association and the formation of the 
Communist Party , LAUTN.AR can recall that there was much self criticism 
by the leaders who took the position that they had blindly followed 
;iARL BROYjDAR in his policies and condemned themselves as being_ 
part of 8ia organization that had deserted Marxism - Leninism* LAUT- 
NAR can state that the final resolution of the Convention condemned 
BRQAOA'*] 1 s revisionism * LAUTNLR con identify tho speeches of ^ the 
Actional Leaders given at the convention as reportea in the n Pol- 
itical Affairs" issues of July, August and September, 194-5* 
L IjTAAR recalled that he did not attend the Second Session of the 
State Convention called after the holding of the National Con- 
tention, but did recall that txie State Communist political Association 
had been instructed to have one State Convention made up of two 
Sessions, one Session to be hela before the National Convention 
and one Session to bo held after the National Convention, The 
purpose of the latter Session being to reconstitute the Comunist 
Party and carry out the mandate of the National Convention, 



wi th[ 



m 



12hS$ while with the Hungarian Bureau, he had a tal^ 
J who at that time was a member of the Secretariat 
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of the New York State Communist Party and he was assigned to build 
up among the building trades, an industrial section of the Commurrist 
Party, This assignment was given at either the latter part of 194-5 
or the early part of Z^h/o 9 and IAUTEAR organized out of the Com- 
munist Political association membership all of the building trade, 
Unionists who had been absorbed in clubs, etc* into Industrial 
Branches, 

In the early part of 19i|7, LAUTESR was assigned as 
Section Organizer to a Section of New York in the lower west side 
of Manhattan known as Chelsea, LAUTNSR explained that in 1947 , 
the Party had reorganized Manhattan into regions and one of the 
regions known as Region £1 was also known as Chelsea, Later in 
19ii-7, LAUTNAR consulted with ^ILLI.^I, NORMAN at that time Executive 
Secretary of the State Communist party and ROBERT THOMPSON and was 
assigned as a full time functionary to the New York State Review 
Commission of the Communist Party, LAUTNER states that the Review 
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Commission was a successor to the eld Control Commission and 
it was principally a body of people uho reviewed disciplinary 
cases that were presented In the lower organizations of the 
Party. In this period, the main effort wes in the direction 
of the splinter group; to ferret out the various Browderites who 
were attacking the leadership of the party and also those groups 
who were attacking the leadership of the Party as being Pro- 
3rowder c 

.Ourirov tnis period, 191*5 to 19^7, LAUTKLPi stated that 
as an aftermatfcTof the" reconstltutior. of the Communist Party, 
emphasis was placed on Marxist - Leninist education* He recalled 
that the speeches of the leaders of the Party at the National 
Convention emphasized bhis neea. he recalled that the State 
Organisation of tac Com.-unist Party expressed Its reaqt-ipn to 
the /loud of "iarxisu education in an article by jI7jLlJ>J^j&I's$&T£WLi 
in -Political Jf airs" * /;pa T 3T0ffi at that time was 'Ltate Educa- 
tional Director . LAUT^SR also recall. ed that EiiT'lY G^uWSTT, member 
of the "National Committee, wrote a oamphlet also express ing this 
need and the title of the pamphlet \ja& :: The Communist Party and 
You". LAUTN5R rocalleu that National outlines of education were 
prepared by the National educational Commission of the Communist 
Party ana were disseminated into the various districts throughout 
the country. He recalled that there was much emphasis placed upon 
the study of the History of the Communist Party of the soviet 
u.ilon (Bolshevixc) . I JJTtfSLR also r ecallca that a definite chain 
of educational classes were organised on State, County, Section 
and Club levels* 

L^u T fir ; >l also recalled that during the period 19J+5 to 
Il.9l-j.7s the Concentration Program of the Communist Party which 
began 'i/itb, the report of VILLI,.-; rS0"! at the Nation tiL Convention, 
vvm reported on by JD'lb TQRMfcbY xn an article in ^Political :S<* 
fairs'' in 19^7* Phis article shows c. in some detail how the 
concentration policy was cr.irried ojt in Sew York State* L^uTP'LPl 
stated that In the early pr-<rt of 19J-1-7* h© had been assigned, b? 



JC ^T '..ILLI.'Vi SOP. x:bo at that tine 



v/a 



Labor Secretary of the Nat- 



ional Communist P^rty, and who headed up the concentration uork 
of txic Partj, to a committee neaded by TCPj^Y, the purpose of \ihicn. 
uas to work on z concentration policy for the Sov York State 
on^si . jsotlon. r i l ao report of TCI1LY -Tas a result of the "work of 
tnlr commit bee, Ij.Jxj'^R recalled the 1; Pet; York usually took the 
initiative of folio ..ins ou "k Party policy and therefore the TC1T. CI.Y 
plan, I'xaich mas published in "polltijal Affairs 1 ' gave to tneL plan 
ano. policy s national recognition. 

Speaking of the Corn inform, L^Jlllml stated that J. PxiTLBf-P 
; anual of Cr^anlzat? on, publishea In 193 ^ ues used by him in the 
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1930* s* He recalled that at that time, the Communist party was 
part of the Communist Internationale and was subject to the 
discipline and orders of the Communist Internationale • After 
the formal dissolution of the Communist Internationale, in 191)1, 
which LAUTNER states was described by EARL BROWDER as a matter 
of expediency, the control heretofore exercised by the Communist 
Internationale was exercised by such individuals as GERHART EISLER, 
the directions in the official organ of the Cominform "Lasting 
Peace" which were distributed to the various Party officials, the 
publication of the report of the ZHDANOV report, the discipline 
exerted by the European Communist Party organizations over the 
Communist Party, USA, as illustrated in the DUCLOS article and the 
TITO incident* 

LAUTNER stated that after the 19l|£ National Convention 
of the Party held in New Y rk, he was made a member of the National 
Review Commission of the Communist Party* At the same time, he 
remained as head of the State Review Commission* He recalled that 
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and CONSTANTIKS^gADZI were also taken from the State 
Review Commission and placed' on the National Review Commission by 
ALEXANDER^2SRACHTENBERG* As a member of the National Review Com- 
mission, he received his instructions and tasks from JACK KLING • 
This commission worked under the supervision of the National y 
Committee of the Communist Party and concerned itself with dis- 
ciplinary problems* Members of the National Review Commission 
were assigned to discuss with the heads of the various State 
Review Commissions, their various problems in regard to the 
following subject matters: 

1 # The progress of the deviationism, revisionism 
and opportunism among the Communist Party 
members on a district level* 

2* What action the National Review Commission could 
take to increase working class vigilance in the 
Communist Party. 

A member of the National Review Commission would review 
the hearing and appellate set up at the State Review Body. In 
many cases the State organization would ask help in their disciplin- 
ary cases* In thos instances, members of the National Review Com- 
mission would go into the State and hear the facts as "observers", 
but did not get too involved so as to preclude their handling 
the same matter as it would come up on appeal to the National 
Commission* He recalled the following individuals as being 
members on the National Review Commission with him: The chairman 

was_^LEXANDER TOACHTENBEIRft and the member irmludad TAITTK OTlTT^nfiK, 
RADZI, 
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LAUTN7JR could recall that the cases of appeal by IT/iX BUDACHT of 
Hew Jersey aiid I I of Connecticut were instances where b ^ 

the National Re?io'u Commission reviewed the findings of the b7c 

State Review Commissions, LAUTlv.Uli remained as a member of the 
National Review Commission up to the time of his expulsion from 
the Communist Party. 

LAUTIOR recalled while the ease wes pending against the 
Party leaders In ivew York, BOB THOMPSON had an incident In his 
neighborhood where zx urxtcm person was supposed to have attacked 
him when he got out of his car near his home. The s am e mo rn in 
that this indigent was published in 'the yzpersl 

e member of the pew York Secretariat, came to L.JJTFjIR and directed 
him to go to BOS I'liLliPSCLv 1 s home at bunny side, Long Island and 
inform him that this situation must become real serious and that b6 
proper party doctors siiould be contacted immediately and that b?c 

THChPSOP must p*o to e hospital where X-ray tests, etc, would 
hfi fflprjc and that he must stay in bed for two to threo weeks. 

|explained that this must be d.ono in order to get a favorable 

cision in delaying the trial of the Communist Party leaders 



i 



In ITei'j York* The reason why LAliTffijtf was approached by [ 



] 



with this undertaking was because of LAUTPLRts position on tne 
State Pteview Commission and that the matter was considered of 
a confidential nature involving a disciplinary action in relation 
uo THQJfrifSCtf. LAUTHER, in speaking of tne Party's control over 
the attendance at party meetings end, conventions in the period 
around 19*4-8, advised that he *ias In charge of Security In the 
19l|-8 National and State Conventions of the Communist party, "tie 
described that at t/iese conventions, there was a master list 
of all delegates and on the basis of the 1:1st, there was a 
number attached to each name^ Three different colors of delegates' 
cards were used to indicate ^fee type of delegate ana that the 
cards carried the identic a&T number that appeared on the master 
list. These lists were prepfered for every session with numbers 
but no names and checkers Indicated next to the numbers the 

ous cards that were presented at each session* In that way, 



var 

the 
not 

for 



Party fcnew what members had attended and what members did 



attend any given session* If any -person went out of a session 
a short time, this fact was also noted on the list. The 

list was turned 

the Party* 



In to the National Organization .department of 



L/JJTILjR recalls that in the summer of 19lj.8, he wes ordered 
by tne 1]q\i York Secretariat, under tne leadership of BOB T?l Oi-IPSOF 
to start working on plans for the Party to go under ground. He be 



roocllod that TfrCHPSCW, jILAI.,1-; tfOEtf-V-iS [ 



] and himself b?c 



met in a series of meetings in the summer and fall of I9I4.8 and 
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the beginning of 19 1+9 a&d set up an organizational structure 
for underground operations* LAUTNuR remembered that BOB THOMPSON 
at the first meetings in 19^8 explained a structure for under- 
ground operation that THOMPSON stated he had received from .-jILLIAM 
Zo FOSTER and which POSTER had brought back from a Luropean tour 
which he had taken in 191+7 and early 191+8. TiIOi'(PSCi\ T told L£.UTHLIR 
that FCSTLR, while In _.urope had been in consultation with European 
Party leaders concerning the question oj? the Party in the United 
States goin# underground and that, based on the experience of 
the European. Parties with underground worx, the system of threes 
was most suitable* LdUTHSR advised that the system of threes had 
two aspects* There was a vertical structure which on the top 
consisted of three of the State Leaders, namely the political 
leader of the State organization, uhe organizational leader of 
the State organization and tho I'?"^.or., -rainier r • or Trade Union 
leader of the State Organization. The State was divided into 
three areas. . .aoh of the three State leaders elected a member 
for each of the area leaderships • The member selected for each 
area was known only to the State leader who selected him. Below 
the three areas ca^e the counties* "Jach o:^ the area leaders 
selected one county leader and the county leader i^ras known only 
to the area loader. This continued froni counties to regions, 
frora regions to sections , from sections to sub-sections and frova 
sub-sections 'go units. 

In 19i.|.9s "the plans were communicated for the first time 
to the county leadership of the Pprty an 6. steps were taken to put 
the plans into operation, .jhen L^UTlTIR left the party in 1950, 
the Party at tnat time was testing; tne seventh level of the under- 
ground operation. In addition to the vertical structure there was 
a horizontal structure which was actually an additional arm for 
the upper levels in the vertical structure of tne Communist party. 
The horizontal structure carried out the s?me duties as the various 
commissions and counties of the 103a! structure of the Party, The 
function^ however, were carried out on a reduced scale by indivi- 
duals trusted by the leadership for their technical and political 
development® In this horizontal level., there was set up a re- 
serve* leadership which could replace any functionary of the State 
leadership who could not act. Also in this horizontal level 
individuals were chosen to keep large sums of money for underground 
activity. LI so in this horizontal structure were maintained indi- 
viduals who made up the communication apparatus of che Party, that 
is 5 mail drops, messenger runs, etc* .Llso in this horizontal struc- 
ture were maintained these individuals whose duty it was to conceal 
Party leaders and also individuals w,iose duties it were to set up 
leaflet and propaganda apparatus* 

LLUTKLR recalled that up to the t5mc of nis expulsion 
in 1950, the Party had had manufactured, mimeograph machines and 
furnished same to the underground apparatus of the Communist Partly 1 
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He recalled that in 1949* there 
Session when people cane in from 
places , end he gave a denonstrat 
of the mimeograph raachines. lie 
nLIHG 5 2 ave ' x °° '' c ^ c ^° k^aivlcaial 
individuals were told to reprodu 
own use back in their districts. 
kits used In Jalti'iorc, LAUTNLR 
those kits were su.^ostod by J, 
kost Virginia* 



was a National Committee Plenary 

Chicago, California and other 
ion to therj of the efficiency 
also, at the direction of JLGJL 
s 3 sample machines and those 
ce the sa-'c machine for their 

In connection with the gelatin 
Miove that in 1939 and I9J4.O, 
Pl^kuS for use b;^ LkJTkkR 'in 



In regard to his expulsion frora the Oorrfmni st Party, 



Lku'fOikl atatca that In oarly December, 19lj.9*he was asked by_ 
LrUIb ..1,1 LTCCk if he desired to 30 to Hungary. He told kkikSTCC:! 
tbst lis had no money for such a trip, but 'jLIITSTOCa replied that 
they could raise T.oney far the trip ?nd that once he rjo into 
Hungary 9 he would be the guest of the Hungarian Government* He 
told I)/MJTl\GIi that he could got on Limitation fron the Trsde Unions 
in Hungary just as kklkSTeCX die 1 on lis lact trip to Hungary* L/.UT- 
)?J\ agreed and he :jt.s instructed to 70 1 a pas sport • LAUTMT21 im- 



Tiod lately applied for 



passport 



fiho 



■^or-7-7 



dlo City Office of the 



■State Department. j\t this same tine, ho wan released by BOB TECi f P- 
,oCH from his o.utles in the State office of the Communist Party* 
During the first uaok of January, 1950, L LUTffJjll was Informed by 
the -State Department that no oass^or:s were being issued to 
Hungary because of the democratic strain between the United States 
and Hungary* LHJIFJR go informed kklffSkOCK. 



\, few days later, JA'CJK^f^I'vTG:, iTstional treasurer of 
t.-K-) Communist Party, wont to the State leadership of the Communist 
Par'cy and asked for l^/UTFJSPi's temporary release to work with the 
national Cprnrnlttp.Pi for preparation of going underground, .jILLI.V b© 



uv ano. 



of the State Secretariat agreed to release 



L/MkTLil. to "Ciie national Office « 



b7C 



Cn January 11, 19$0, KLBfG came to LAUT1BR and told him 
that he shoula loeve for Cleveland on the night of January 13 
and meet jiLTf.Q- at the Union Station In Cleveland on January llj., 
19^0 at 1:00 p,K. XLDT& was to put LiUTFiB in contact with the 
person who Has In charge of underground preparations in the '/addle 
/est. 

On January 13 * 195>G , LUAl^i-t left for Cleveland, arriving 
there on the raornirg of January 111 ea& registered at the Hotel 
Cleveland. Later at 1:00 p»m», he not JkCk KLBIG-. Later that day, - 
he and kLIkG- went to a no use in tao industrial part of Cleveland 
known as kingsbury Run., ..hen they went into the house, kLISG- 
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told Li!UTEiR to go to the cellar whore LAuTF^K stated he was 
confronted with two strangers, xhpsc Individuals ordered 
L/JUTKUt to undress • They had what anpeared to be. rubber hoses 
in their hands end in a short. ti^ae xdllK G, JCoJuI^Blld^DT, Chio 
loader of the ^arty and l 1 Detroit Comrnunist Party 

| | came down into the cellar* lie was accused by these in- l 

dividual s of having conspired with [ 



1 



to introduce into Yugoslavia, Titoists" L/JJTF-3R recalled that 
JG'SLPfl BRaNDT had in Ms hand, a con y of the trial proceed ings 
of tho | | trial in Hungary wherein I H identic 

fie:: an individual who clearly answers the description of LAUTIlbR 
as having "ooon the individual who had trained and moved into 
Yugoslavia from Bari, Titolsts. L/jaTi^R was accused of spying * 
for the United States Central Intelligence Ag ency, LLUTKZR al so 
stated that ho was anced questions concerning | 

luJJTK'di advised that he denied all of the accusations 



who knew that LVQT- 
un t ru bhf ul ly , that 



I^LIFCt made LOOTER sign 



fair 



LixUTjvLR stated 
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and pleaded complete innocence, he stated that the more he 
protested his innocence, the more vigorous his accusers, became* 
L/fUTFfR stated that his life was threatened. L^ui'Eui seated 
that hgL jjas struck bx ^h^s^o^4^dij^VluaLa- and that a gun was held 
against his head. He stated that although it was damp and cold, 
ho was left standing completely npked while the interrogation 
went o3a# lit one point, iiLlitfCf asked L/JJTHL 
I^R was in Cleveland. LAUT1TLE told aCLIHG, 

he had told the hotel clerk that .'CC-IIiG- was with him* After 
these Individuals seemed to confe: 
c statement that J^uUTElLii had hact i 
that he was in this nlace end in that condition from approximately 
7:00 p.m. to 10:30 p~.m. SLING informed LiJUTIIUR that he'was to 
appear at a cafeteria on Euclid avenue, across from the hay Com- 
pany on the following morning at 11:00 a.m. jhen LADTHEfl kept 
the appointment, no one showed up so he thereupon left Cleveland 
and went to Youngstown, Ohio to visit his family, hhen he returned 
to Nov: York on the following Monday which was January 16, 19^0^ 
the ''Dail; 
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worker 1 * that he had been expelled from the 
yvez 
had appeared for 



r,hfi/rpmrnri.g r.hn-j-. he* hflri covered up and prevented the 

I who had appeared for the G-overnment 



he read in 
j?vr>ty on 

expulsion 

as a prosecution witness. LAUTKiR explained that the charge was 
apparently based on the fact that while a member of the State 
'd e v 1 e w G omm issl o n s L^UTIvER had received a complaint to the effect 
that I l a Communist party loader, nad been seen in the 

company of sexual perverts and was, therefore, considered unworthy 

of Communis t Party J^iadazaMiLi LdllMaJ fit ft ft Qd that he first 

wont to his wife ^ 
:ln >Tew York City anu 



bo 
b7C 



with whom he resided 

acquainted, ner with tne "incident in Cleveland 
and his innocence in regard to the alleged grounds for expulsion. 
LLITfiNUR 1 s wife went to Al^XAHDhR TR ICi-ia' \^3^l ri and was tola that 
if she stayed with L,:UTI\V-:, she, herself, would bo expelled from 
the -arty, L.jlOTj^jR at the insistence of his wife, wrote to TR/X'Trr 
3ZX and asked for a fair hearing and in his letter, he denied all 
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the charges tnade against him, as time went on, his wife finally 
told LAUTITI^l that she could no longer live with nln In view of 
the disgrace he had brought on her and their child by reason of 
his alleged misconduct in the Party. In other words, as L/JUTNI33 
has stated, his wife finally came to believe t-rhat the Party had 
accused him of and order sd him frcu their home. LATJTN^ri stated 
that he had married his t.dfe in Jersey City, New Jersey, on 
September $ s 19^1 and nad one child, a girl, through this marriage. 
L.LUTJ.CJI also advised that his wife secured a decree of divorce 
In Jleno, Nevada in August, 19.50. 



In relation 
he was arrested in </! 
covering a Hungarian 

"z&z by the name of 
that they were hole. 



charges made against 



l:rc , 



iicxii^an. 



j_U 



Texas, he was delayed 
citizenship status. 
from a trip to j ^leo 
i."o charges uer~ made 
period of tims 9 



to his criminal record, LiJ]"TI?5R stated tnat 
int, j Ichigan in July,. 1930 whore he was 
ComTiun ist meeting at Akron, Ohio with a b ^ c 

on the charge of vagrancy. He said 

or three or four days without any formal 
them and later "wore taken forcibly out of 
Ties also recalled that In 1923 at LI Paso, 

by Immigration while they checked his 
1. .UTKTJR oxplaiaed that he was returning 

when ne was stopped by IiElgratlon wathor:Itlo&, 
against h:tm and ne was released In a short 



L'vU r fj\L?L made available a typewritten resume of 



lectures and topics covered by himself at various periods fror 
lv3'4 U P t0 19^-9 • Gop.-es of 
end arc attached hereto* 



this memorandum list have been raade 
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SUBJECT: 






Director, FBI 
SAC, New York 

COMMUNIST PARTY, USA - BRIEF 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



date: D e Co 21, 1951 



Assistant United States 



ALL INFORMATION COM T AIMED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-27-2 05 BY 603 9 AUG 



advised, that at the time he x^as i^am/mlt/cls 
potential witnesses in connection with the trial of the 17* 
Communist Party leaders in New York CM3 he was taken over the 
RfiTiTfl routfi an<3 to the gran ft house wherffl^onfiflftntifrl. Smarta 



.>^ 



n 



in. Cleveland, according to AUSA 



AUSA 



that the occupan t of the house at the time in question was 



AUSA COHN has requested to be furni she'd with the name 
of the owner of the house where- Confiden tial Source NYC *? 88 
was held and for information identifying 



A- 



': : i! 



■A 



:-%;PmtTJT) ' 
v noo-81752 



«&:■:'■ 




In addition AUSA COHN has requested to *pe furnished 
with pictures of the house taken from several sid^s and if • 
possible the cellar and also the end of Meade Avehue which 
CS NYC 588 believed he recognized* He further requested a 
map of the route taken by CS NYC 588 and JACK KLING together N 
with a photostatic copy of the hotel register where CS NYC 
588 registered on January llj., 1950 0. 

The original register signed by the informant has 
already been furnished by the Cleveland Office and a photostatic 
copy of same will be furnished to -Mr. COHN* 



cc: Cleveland ' 

NY 66-3901 (P and C) ~\ 
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Dear 



-11 



Your Utter postmarked March 22, 1982, has 
been received. 

In response to your inquiry, I must advise 
that the only material this Bureau has available for dissem- 
ination regarding the subject you mentioned can be found in 
my book, "Masters of Deceit" I regret I am unable to answer 
your specific inquiry. 
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MAILED. 31 

MAR 3 1962 

C"-)MM.rB| 



Sincerely yours, 



J» Edgac HocfiB 
John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Information 
contained in "Masters of Deceit" regarding John Lautner is in the 
chapter entitled "Communist Discipline, " and Lautner is used as an 
example of one victim of comiauaist discipline. The book relates 
that Lautner had been a member of the Cornimmist Party for more *c 

than 20 years and it tells how Lautner after being exposed to indigntfif& \fr * v 
by his fellow communist^ was expelled from the Party and sli^rjfly * 

he*corre 



\ It is believed thePcorre- 



thereafter came to the FBI withlhe^si 

spondent may have readypfcojit Lautner in "Masters of Deceit. " 
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Gentlemen: 
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Please let me know if John Lautner who was a 
communist and after 20 years turned catholic. Is that his 
Real Name? 

I am asking because I wrote Wa&hington D. C. 
20 Years ago and there was not any living person named 
Lautner outside of our own family anywhere in the country 
and my Father said there was not any left in Germany. 

Please check and let me know. 

Please acknowledge, Thank You. 
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Dear 









Tour letter of April 28th has been received, and 
I appreciate the interest prompting yon to write as you did. 

Some information xifating to Mr. John Lautner 
does appear in my book, "Masters of Deceit, " on pages 174 
and 175. You may want to refer to this book which should be 
available at your local library. However, it is not within the 
province of this Bureau tojpue clearances or nonclearances 
of any type. I might add thai Mr. Lautner did appear as a 
witness for the QovernmenHbi a number of Smith Act trials 
of Communist Party functionaries. 



MAILED 20 
COMM-Ftt 



Sincerely yours, 



u- 



m 



Tolson _ 
Belmont 

Mohr 

Callahan 
Conrad „ 
DeLoach 

Evans 

Ma I one _ 

Rosen 

Sullivan . 

to WB« 

Holmes 
Gandy - 



NOTE: Correspondent cannot be identified in Bufiles. Bufiles indicate that 
John Lautner, a former Communist Party functionary, was expelled from 
the Party and has been a valuable <3overnment witness in numerous Smith 
Act trials. He has been paid &%&$ consultant to the Internal Security 
(^Division of the Department and ot one time had some difficulty with the 

DepmijenL. He has been cooperative with the|fllur#au$tt# \M I^bruary, 

IZZI 1959, the Erector wrote htgn a' -cordial fetter commentlnQg on his testimony 
-jy* o#l/thanking him for kind expressions about the FBI-t, iSla, of course, a 

T ' D ^tetter of public record that he has appeared astfa"0S6*ftr*lkeht witness. 
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AP*i- 




Mr* J. Sldgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D«C* 



Deer Sir, 



f 




Mr! Trotter— 
Tele. Room — 

Miss Holmes. 



An endorsement by the p.B.I* or J. Edgs 
Hoover is rairely questioned, however I would appreciate 
your confirmation of the following introduction of 
Mr. John Lautner, rho recently spoke about the 
"OonSunlfitrOone piracy" at a Somen's Club of Forest 
Hills meetings 

"Mr. John ia an outstanding authority on 
communism* He had joined the Communist Party at one 
time but then defected. He has worked with the P.B.I. 
and the government as a consultant on communism* 
H© received commendations from J. ^dgar Hoover in his 
book "''asters of Deceit", 11 

*7hen I questioned the wisdom of engaging an 
ex-communist as a speaker, I was told that Mr. Lautner 
had received "clearance from the p.B.I.' 1 Could you 
clarify* what this means, if it is true. 



Sincerely yours, 




7^~~ MAY 1 19&2 <J\Y 
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subject: JOHN LAUTNER 
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date: June 11, 1962 
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Recently the Stanford Universdttfy Press of Stanford, 
California, published a book entitle^^Ex-Communist Witnesses, 
Four Studies in Fact Finiing," written by Herbert L^^acker. 

This book is quoted as being a challenging examination 
of the testimony of Whittaker Chambers, Elisabeth Bentley, Louis 
Budenz and John Lautner. 

There is enclosed herewith a Xerox copy of chapter 5 
dealing with an analysis of thousands of pages of public testi- 
mony of John Lautner, before the Subversive Activities Control 
Board and various Smith Act cases. There is also enclosed a 
Xerox copy of the chapter entitled "Conclusion" which sets forth 
an over-all analysis of John Lautner's credibility as a witness 
on pages 22 1 * and 225. 

ACTION: 

It is suggested that this material be filed in the 
captioned file for possible future reference purposes. An 
analysis of this book was prepared by the Central Research Section. 
Enclosures - 2 
100-16177 , v ~ , 

1 - Mr. Baumgar&ner A 

1 - Mr . Bly 
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John Lautncr's route lo the witness stand was very dif- 
; fl fercnt from dial of the oilier three witnesses wc have considered. 
^ Chambers, Bentley, and Budenz all defected after a prolonged 
period of disillusionment with Communism i ? or all of them, the 
break seems to have been a soul-scaring experience, just as their 
involvement with Communism was a deeply fell emotional attach- 
ment. Lautner did noi leave the Party; he was expelled. And what 
he lost appears to have been for him a job, not a mission, The dif- 
ference between his case and the others is the difference between 
the amateur and the professional. Of the defectors, Lautner alone 
was a professional to whom Communism was a career, an organi- 
zation man who advanced step by step in a bureaucracy only to 
lose his tenure when he became unacceptable to the concern's new 
management His story gives a glimpse into the workaday side of 
the Communist movement, where a talent for the organizational 
chart and the tidy filing system is of more account than a passion 
for dialectics or an urge to be as one with the forces of history. 
Jftr Lautner was bom in Hungary on January 1, 1902. i s the age 
▼of sixteen months he was brought to the United States but ictained 
to his native land at the age of four, During the Communist Bela 
Kim uprising in Hungaiy following World War I, Lautner was 
drafted into the home guard, which was subsequently integrated 
into the Red Army. In the confused period that followed, Lautner 
was arrested as a Czech spy by the Rumanian Army, and after two 
monies in a prisoners' compound, he was sent lo Czechoslovakia, 
He new- Aimed lo Hungary Lautner has testified that he was 
not a 4 mnist during these years, and since he was only seven- 
teen who i he was expelled from Hungary, there seems no reason 
to doubt his claim. 



In July 1920, he re-entered the United States and for several 
years lived an uneventful ! ife as a laborer, first in the steel mills 
of Youngstown, Ohio, and then as a bricklayer apprenticed to his 
lather until he obtained his own union card, In 1926 he became a 
citizen. 

His growing interest in political action took him to New York 
in the spring of 1927 and he became involved in the International 
Woikeis Relief Organization, a working-class though non-Commu- 
nist group. Like any young man, he began to make social con- 
tacts, and these contacts formed and furthered his career. Anom- 
alously enough, it was through a Hungarian dramatic club that 
he met the people who sponsored his membership in the Commu- 
nist Party. He joined the Parly in 1929 and was assigned lo the 
Yorkville unit in New York City, He was pointed in the ducction 
his career was to take. 

In 1930 Lautner was sent to the Hungarian National Training 
School, one of the nationality group institutions maintained by the 
Parly. After this period of training, he was transferred to Del 1 oit, 
where he began what became the predominant phase of his career 
in the Party, working with nationality groups, His first assignment 
was with the Hungarian Bureau', which had the mission of encour- 
aging Hungarian-Americans to join the Auto Workers Industrial 
Union, at that time a prime taiget for Communist infiltration. 

And so began the lound of assignments that might as well have 
characterized the advance of a promising young junior executive 
in a business enterprise. Each assignment a job conscientiously 
done, a step up the ladder. The young man favorably impresses 
his superiors. He gets better assignments, He is on the way, And 
so it went for Lautner. A few years in the provinces-Detroit, Can- 
ada, Cleveland, Then back lo the home office in New York with 
more responsibilities and greater recognition, What he did day in 
and day out, what the pattern of his life was, we do not know, His 
career as a Communist is known, but one wonders how his daily 
life differed from that of more mundanely situated people. 

In 1936 Lautner was assigned to West Virginia and (lie difficult 
job of recruiting for the Pa'ty in the coal and chemical industries, 
By then he was important enough lo be called back lo New York 
at regular intervals to consult with the National Committee of the 
Parly. Among the many influential friends he made was Elizabeth 
Gurley Flynn, whose durability as a Party tycoon is virtually mi- 
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matched. Some fifteen years later, Lautner's testimony helped 
bring about the only significant interruption in her career, her 
conviction in a Smith Act prosecution. 

Lautners advancement was marked by die honor of member- 
ship on the presiding committee of the National Convention held 
in 1940, The following year he was sent to the National Training 
School in New York, a very selective "command" school for sea- 
soned Party leaders, This mark of recognition came his way 
thiough Roy Hudson, who, with Bob Minor, was miming the Par- 
ty's affairs during the absence of Earl Browder, then confined in 

• the federal penitentiary in Atlanta. Between his stint at the Na- 
tional Training School and his induction into the Army in 1942, 

I Lautner scrvfO in the Party's Language Department, which was 
headed by Avro Landy, and then as Secretary of the Hungarian 
Bureau and as Seci clary of the Hungarian Section of the Party- 
affiliate! International Workers Order. 

Lautners career in the Army, beginning in November 1942, 
seems to have been similar to his career in the Party, the talents 
pi piously recognized in the one now apparently recognized by 
the other. After basic training he was sent to the Military Intelli- 
gence School at Camp Ritchie, Maryland. He was assigned to duty 
with a Psychological Warfare M, first in Algeria and then in Bari, 
Italy. Here he came into contact with some Hungarians in a Brit- 
ish unit, with ultimately disastrous consequences for his career. 
Although Lautner claimed to hav? been completely uninvolved in 
Parly activities during his Army career, one of the Hungarians 
whom he met at that time later denounced him as a Titoisl when, 
in 1949, the Communist regime in Hungary bled and executed 

| Laszlo Rajk, one of their erstwhile leaders, on charges of spying 
for Tito, Although the Rajk trial received a good deal of publicity 
in this countiy, there was no public mention of Lautner's involve- 
ment and he was apparently unaware that his name had been 
brought i io lie trial, However, some Communist leaders in this 
countiy received private information about his alleged complicity 
and, as we shall see, became suspicious about his fidelity. Ironi- 
cally enough, the Hungarian Communists later admitted that Rajk 
had been innocent of the charges brought against him and he was 
posthumously "rehabilitated." That came loo late, however, to 
help Lautner, who by then had been expelled from the American 
Communist Party. 
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Throughout his military career Lautner was, he later insisted, 
and there is no evidence to gainsay it, technically severed from the 
"arty and did notliing to forward the ends of the Communist move- 
ment. He did, however, slay in touch with Party affairs through 
correspondence with his old friend Elizabeth Curlcy Flynn, 

During tlie^ years the Party had been transformed under Earl 
Biowder s direction into the Communist Political Association and 
had temporarily abandoned its nulitant role in favor of coopera- 
tion with the war effort. At the time of Lautner's discharge from 
the service in the summer of 1945, die Paily was preparing to re* 
constitute itself and Laulncr attended the New York State Con- 
vention and the National Convention, which accomplished this re- 
turn to proletarian militancy. Since he was then unattached to a 
district of the Party and thcicfore could not attend as a regular or 
alternate delegate, he was invited to attend as a "fraternal" dele- 
gate. 

Early in 1946, Hoi Simon, a member of the New York Slate 
Secretariat, gave Lautner the task of helping to organize the build- 
ing trades section of the Party in accordance with the new "con- 
centration" policy. On one occasion, Lautner described that pol- 
icy: "The Communist Paity concentrates upon die main decisive 
industries and in this industry on the main decisive factories, and 
in these main decisive factories on the main departments, and in 
these main departments on the key people." 

After "concentration* on the building trades, Lautner moved 
to the Chelsea region and "concentration" among longshoremen 
and transportation workers. In May 1947, Bob Thompson, a mem- 
ber of the National Committee and slate chairman of the New 
York Parly, recognized Lautner by appointing him to the State 
Review Commission. This commission, Lautner later testified, was 
entrusted with preserving and guarding the Marxist-Leninist line 
against deviationists, It selected promising Party members for 
special education and promotion, reviewed C o disciplinary pro- 
ceedings of subordinate committees, and guaidcd against spies 
and "stool pigeons/' This assignment, combining as it did high 
administrative duties, a kind of judicial function, and security 
police work, represented the apogee, as well as die beginning of 
the end, of Lautner's career in the Party. 

In 1948, after the indictment under the Smith Act of the na- 
tional leaders of the Party, including Dennis, the Party s secretary, 
Lautner's "police" talents came into their own. Pie was given 
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charge of security anangements at I he 1943 National Convention 
and, during the tiial, was entrusted by Dennis witli hiring body- 
guards for the defendants and with locating safe meeting places 
for the National Board. At the same lime he was, he claimed 
(although the claim was disputed by Elizabeth Gurley Flynn), 
appointed to membership on the National Review Commission. 
After i\y DennK indictment, with its promise of hard times 
for American Communists, Lautners main work was preparing 
the New Yoik Party to go underground. These were nerve-wrack- 
ing days, and suspicion and distrust apparently burst out among 
the comrades. Lautner s< on suffered a fate not unknown among 
counterespionage agents. In carrying out his task of guarding 
fl| against spies and traitors to the Party, he aroused suspicions about 
"' his own reliability, partly because of security failures for which 
he was held responsible, and partly because of his involvement in 
the Rajk affair. Rightly or wrongly, and this later became a mat- 
ter of some controversy (with the truth, as it was so often in those 
hying days for the Communists, hidden in the clatter of charge 
and countercharge) he was suspected of being an FBI informer. 
According to Lautner, it was only after the inquisition and expul- 
sion that he contacted the FBI. At any rate, he was relieved of 
his delicate assignment and sent to do less sensitive work in Clcve- 



Thcrc, in January 1950, in a setting that he later described in 
dramatic detail and with telling effect on die witness stand, Laut- 
ner was lured to a dingy cellar by Party hatchet men, stripped 
naked, and subjected to an inquisition. Only the sheer accident of 
having left a comrade s name at his hotel, he hinted, saved him 

•from worse than inquisition. Trained as he was in the folkways 
of the Party, Lautner was not surprised to read in the Daily Work- 
er a few days later that he had been q\ 'lied from Party mem- 
bership. 

His next move reveals the Party buramcrat at his most typical. 
He appealed to the National Review Commission of the Party for 
a hearing '\%\ reinstatement The Communist Party had been his 
life; theic was no other, no higher authority to which he could 
appeal Not surprisingly, he received no reply to his appeal He 
then collected his unemployment compensation and went fishing. 
For the next several months, he subsequently declared, he read 
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and meditated— po J ] y reflecting wryly on the course of events 
that had led to his predicament. Finally he got in touch with the 
FBI, offering his services to the Department of Justice in its pros- 
ecution of Communist larders and ' * ganizations. Here was a prize 
catch, as the Justice Department was quick to realize. Lautner 
became a "consultant" to rue Depai ' ncnt and embarked on a new 
career as the Government's chief witness in a series of Smith Act 
trials and Subversive Activities Control Board hearings. 



From 1952 to 19^> Lautner appeared as a principal witness 
in no less than 25 proceedings relating to the issue of Communist 
penetration, Over and over again he told his story. Nine of these 
appearances were before the Subvcisivc Activities Control Board 
in proceedings to compel the registiation of Communist-action or 
Communist-front oiganizations. Of these, by far the most impor- 
tant was what is often referred to as the "parent" proceeding, 
brought to compel the registration of the Communist Party itself. 
Fifteen other proceedings were Smith Act prosecutions against 
"second-string" leaders of the Communis; Party ranging from New 
York to Hawaii. Laulner's remaining appearance was in a pro- 
ceeding relating to Communist infiltration of public education 
conducted by the New York State Board of Regents. 

These were years of intensive official concern with the prob- 
lems of Communist penetration, of fact-finding for informational 
purposes, and of fact-finding as i basis for invoking official sanc- 
tions against Communists and their allies, ft was this second type 
of fact-finding in which Laulner's testimony played a predomi- 
nant role. The distinction between the two, which was referred 
to in Chapter J, is necessary for an understanding of the signifi- 
cance of Laulner's testimony and the processes by which it was 
elicited. Lautner was not engaged in supplying public informa- 
tion. He was testifying in proceedings designed to put some 
people in jail and to impose other unpleasant consequences on 
other people and organizations. When that much is at stake, testi- 
mony is very carefully elicited by its proponents, here attorneys 
for the Government, and equally caiefully tested by its opponents, 
here attorneys for the Communis defendants. This is the kind of 
process to which Chambers was subjected twice, in the two Hiss 
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trials, Bcntlcy only once, in the first Remington trial, and Budenz 
far fewer times than Lautner. Moreover, Chambers, Bcntley, and 
Budcnz testified mainly before Congressional committees. Not so 
Lautner. These sharply drawn adversary proceedings were the 
main arena of his testimony. For a witness, such proceedings are 
truly ordeal by combat, And they are much less satisfactory than 
Congressional committee investigations for developing a story in 
the large, for providing nice nuances and psychological insights. 
Lautners testimony has none of the drama that marked the Con- 
grcssional appearances of the other three. This was plain hard 
work. 
Twenty-five proceedings in four years is a lot, But their sig- 
iMj uificance is not merely quantitative. In each of them Lautner was 
~ taken over the same general areas of testimony, These testimonial 
occasions, therefore, afford an unmatched opportunity to observe 
the process by v "rich a witness's testimony is built up, shaped, and 
refined, We can see at work die process by which the weaknesses 
discovered in an earlier appearance are glossed over and rectified 
in a later one. The testimony takes oh a life of its own, growing 
not only from the matrix of the witness's recollection of the pri- 
mary events about which he is testifying but also from the direct- 
ing force of the testimonial occasions themselves, And we can see 
the cross-examiners at work, probing, testing, impairing, and when 
they can, destroying, not just in the context of a single testimonial 
occasion but using the results of previous cross-examinations and 
grasping whatever advantage they can from the fact that no one 
can possibly tell the same complicated story in precisely the same 
way 25 different times, How does the testimony stand up? Where 

•docs the balance of credibility lie? What testimony is strength- 
ened, what weakened? Andj perhaps most important, what seg- 
ments of testimony by their very nature are unaffected by this kind 
of sustained examination and re-cxamination? These are questions 
for which we hope to obtain answers in this examination of Laut- 
ncr's testimony. 

We shall begin by narrating the substance of Lautners testi- 
mony, keeping in mind that what we have is an extraordinarily 
concentrated distillation of diousands of pages of testimony, 
There follow some general observations on the cross-examination 
to which the testimony was subjected on various occasions, We 



shall then consider the corroborative and contradictory testimony 
elicited from other witnesses, as well as additional factors bearing 
on the reliability of Lautncr's testimony. Next we shall consider 
some of the variations in substance and style produced by the 
diversity of occasions on which Lautner testified, Finally, we shall 
present a few tentative conclusions about this testimony and Hs 
significance for our basic inquiry about the efficacy of fact-finding 
processes, 

Before we embark on these lines of inquiry, however, some- 
thing should be said about Lautners testimonial style, which is 
directly related to his role as a Communist functionary. Lautners 
testimony reveals an almost complete absence of the passion and 
personal involvemt I that so strongly characterized the testimony 
of Chambers, Bentley, and Budenz, Lautner rarely revealed the 
fervent commitment to Communism, or the equally fervent rejec- 
tion of it, that was so often evident in the testimony of the others, 
Having apparently accepted Communism according to Lenin's 
dictum that it was "not a dogma but a program for action," Laut- 
ner went about die performance of his Part/ 1 functions in a mat- 
ter-of-fact way. This workmanlike approach is equally character- 
istic of his testimonial performance for the Government. Once, 
when pressed by defense counsel on the question of pecuniary 
profit from his role as -m ex-Communist witness, he disdainfully 
replied thai. ' ,c neither led nrcd nor wrote books— an obvious asper- 
sion on the activities of other ex-Communists. 

It may be that the relative absence of a sermonizing tendency 
in Lautners evidence suggests a greater degree of objectivity on 
his part than is inferable from the I'^rimony of, say, Louis Budenz, 
On the other hand, his relative lack of personal involvement may 
suggest to some, as it often did to defense counsel, a possible sus- 
ceptibility to suggestions from government investigators and law- 
yers, Whatever the conclusion, and both may have some truth in 
them, a study of Lautners testimony sheds little light on what it 
was about the Communist movement that bound its adherents so 
firmly to it, 

III 
Lautoer's c^ .:rience with die Communist Party spanned two 
decades in which he observed and worked within the Party strufr 
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luvc as a student, an instructor, and an iclive, high-level function- 
ary. As a student he became versed in at least the rudiments of 
die Marxist-Leninist doctrine. As an instructor of Party oigani- 
zatinn he became thoroughly familiar with the Party structure and 
the personnel who occupied positions of prominence within that 
structure, As a section organizer, district representative, and func- 
tionary in the post-1945 reorganization of the Party, he added prac- 
tical experience to his knowledge of Communist theory, 

Perhaps his main value to llic Government was his fa; charity 
with the post#15 purposes and activities of the Party, Lautner 
is the only defector who enjoyed close personal relations with the 
top functionaries during this period and consequently observed 
lift course of Party developments after the repudiation of Brow- 
den policies. 

The synopses of his testimony given below all relate to areas 
of his experience that especially illuminate the theory and struc- 
ture of American Communism. 

In (lie spring of 1930 Laulncr was assigned to a three-months 
training program at die 1930 Hungarian Training School in New 
York. His courses included "Marxism-Leninism," "Political Econ- 
omy/' "History of the Russian Revolution/ 5 Dialectical Material- 
ism," "The Program of the Sixth World Congress/' "The Commu- 
nist Manifesto/' and "The Program of the Communist Interna- 
tional" His instructors included the notorious J. Peters, described 
by Lautner as an organizational Specialist on cadre work for the 
National Committee, and author of The Communis Fatly: A Man- 
ual on Organization; Louis Bebrits, member of the editorial board 
t' of the Hungarian-American Communist Party paper known as [// 
Elore and latu Minister of Transportation in the Hungarian Com- 
munist Government; Gus Majer, Secretary of the National Hun- 
garian Bureau in 1930-31; John Gyetvai, a member of the editor- 
ial board of 17/ Elore, who was removed in 1931 following a fac- 
tional struggle and who, after World War II, was Minister to 
Turkey for the Hungarian Government; John Santa (Santo), an 
editor of Uj Elore and section organizer in the Bronx; Louis Wein- 
stock, later a member of the National Review Commission, who 
was elected to the National Committee in 1945; and several lesser 
lights. 
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In U.S. v. Sibnwn, Lautner testified that Gyclvai "stated that 
the purpose of the school w is to develop a core of party function- 
aries through the Marxist-Leninist education . . . given in this 
school/' The school was held in district headquarters of the Com- 
munist Pai ly and about twenty 'promising ) oung" Parly members 
from all over the country attended, In the Bo >rd of Regents hear- 
ing, Lautner testified that the class was ad* -:sscd by J. Peters, 
who told them "that the paity h investing a k ■ of money, time and 
talent in developing us as professional legataries, and he 
hopes and the party as such hopes that we will lhe up to the 
estimate of the party , . . that we will become prdV iional revo- 
lutionaries/' 

This testimony served to emphasize the foreign domination of 
the American Party as well as its adherence to a program of action 
leading to violent overthrow of the Government, 

In recognition of his work i.t West Virginia, Lautner was se- 
lected to attend the 1941 National Training School, a tlircc-month, 
full-time school in New York City. According to Lautner, the 
school never convened in the same place for more than one day, 
but was held in homes in various pails of the cay. This bit of 
local color no doubt contributed to the Govern 'Mils attempt to 
portray the Party as a clandestine, conspiratorial organization. 
Despite the schools floating nature, Lautner claimed, the students 
had at their disposal "all the writing, collected works of Lenin, 
[and] all the works of Stalin," The student body was a select 
group of seven leaders of state party organizations, 

The classical Communist literature and leading contemporary 
Communist writings were studied. A couxse on Marxism-Leninism 
was given by George Siskind, described by Lautner as one of the 
leading functionaries of tic Party, who was director of Agitation- 
Propaganda in the New York State Party in 193' j and was director 
of national cadres for the Paity after 1945. 1 miner relied upon 
Sisldnd's instruction when testifying ? ] it Communist objectives. 
'The History of the Communist Parly of the Soviet Union" was 
taught by 5am Can, who in 1931 was Executive Secretary of the 
Canadian Communist Party and who in 1949 was detained on Ellis 
Island in connection with the Gouzenko spy case. Other cou^s 
given in the school were "Political Economy," taught by Jacob 
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"l\p % ' Mindcl, head of the National School Commission and direc- 
tor of the National Training School; 'Tarty Organization/' taught 
by John Williamson, a member of the National Committee, Labor 
Secretary of the Communist Party, and Oi ;anizational Secretary; 
"Party Problems," by Roy Hudson, a member of the National Com- 
miltee until 1945; "Communist Party and the Trade Unions" by 
jack Johnstone, a National Committeeman in the 30s; "Problems 
in China/' by Rudy Raker, a district organizer in Detroit and re- 
putedly a long-ike Comintern representative; "Imperialism " by 
Avro Landy, head of the Nationality Groups Commission; "Negro 
Problems," by James Ford, National Committeeman until Brow- 
ser's expulsion; and a "Marxist version" of American history, by 
■ Francis Franklin, onetime national leader of the Young Commu- 
nist League, who was later expelled from the Party because of dif- 
ference of opinion with the leaders. 

As in the case of testimony on the 1930 Hungarian Training 
School, this testimony showed the Party's objectives and served as 
a basis for the assertion that the 1945 reconstitution picked up a 
consistent thread of seditious activity. 

When Lautncr returned from the Army in June 1945, he had 
conversations with Williamson and Elizabeth Gurlcy Flynn, mem- 
bers of the National Committee. Flynn told Lautncr about Wil- 
liam Z, Foster's criticism of Browder and about the reversal of 
attitude by leading functionaries toward Browder's "Popular 
Fiont" policies, Williamson informed Lautncr of the imminent 
special convention and instructed him to prepare himself by read- 
ing the Draft Resolution of the National Board, the Duclos letter, 
•i and prc-convention articles in the daily Workr, The letter by 
' Jacques Duclos, a leader of the French Communist Party, had ex- 
cited considerable ferment within the Party and is described by 
Lautncr as a factor in the decision to hold the 1945 convention. 
The letter was extremely critical of Browden policies, declaring 
that they were deviations from Marxism-Leninism, The Draft Res- 
olution accepted the Duclos letter and called for a reconstitution 
of the Party. 

At Wi^amson's invitation, Lautncr attended the New York 
State Convention, which preceded the National Convention by a 
week, Lautner testified that at the Stale Convention Foster gave 



a report in which he endorsed die Duclos letter, criticized Brow- 
der's errors, and urged a return to Marxisl-Lepiiiist principles. 
About 500 people attended the convention, They selected a dele- 
gation to the National Convention, and by a unanimous vote 
passed a resolution urging a reconstitution of the Puty, 

The National Convention m held in the K ' n\ Club- 
house in the Times Square area on the last three days o,' ,'<dy 1915. 
About 100 people attended as delegates, alternate delegate, and 
fraternal delegates, It was closed to anyone who was not a dele- 
gate. Lautner attended as a fraternal or guest delegate at Wil- 
liamsons invkr.tion, and was assigned to the Veterans' Conw i' r v 
lie was also given the task of supervising a stairway that led to a 
room where stenographers were making copies of the proceedings. 
Lautner claimed that he was present at all the general sessions. 

The main rcpoil was given by Foster, Lautner lelatcd a sum- 
mary of this report, 

Foster in his report to the convention anal} zed the revisionist euors 
that Fail Browder committed under his leadership. 

In his report he accused him that he deviated fiom the Marxist con- 
cept of economy . , . he accused Browder of giving up die vangnaul 
ioIe, the leading role of the Communist Parly . , . of denying the im- 
perialist monopoly nature of capitalism . , . And then in his report 
Foster dealt with the effect of this revisionist hdeiship on the Com- 
munis movement ... in the United Slates and its effect elsewhere, 
and called upon the Paity membership to restudy the basic principles 
of Maixism-Leninism, vigorous efforts to eradicate all vestiges of oppor- 
tunism and revisionism from die ranks of the Party, and to rebuild, to 
go back and rebuild the Com nunist Party of the United States. 

Lautner testified that Williamson, Secretary of the Political 
Association, made too addresses-one on the reconstitution oi the 
Party, and another in which he read the Party constitution to lie 
Assembly, Because of its verbal inconsistency with the idea of 
forcible overthrow, the 1945 co istitution has been a hurdle to the 
basic theory of the Smith Act prosecutions, On numerous occa- 
sions Lautncr testified that in fact there was a contradiction in the 
constitution, insofar as it purported in its preamble to support 
boih the United States Constitution and the 'principles of Marx- 
ism-Leninism" When describing Williamsons address on the con- 
stitution, Lautncr usually related an incident that took place while 
the sections were being read. A delegate called from the floor: 
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"\V ! :eic is the dictatorship of the proletariat in this preamble?" 
Aocoidmg 10 Lautner, Eugene Dennis stepped in at this point and 
answered, "It's thciv, even the blind can see it," The implication 
apparently us that orthodox Communist objectives were to be 
understood even though not explicitly stated, 

The convention also heard a general disavowal of Browder s 
policies by die Party's leading functionaries, Jacob "Pop" Mindel, 
among others, gave a self-critical speech, pointing out "how even 
he, a Marxist-Leninist scholar -iod I v,orelician, could be duped by 
Browdci's revisionist policies," 

The convention concluded with a unanimous decision to adopt 
the constitution, and that was die end of Browder and the begin- 
ning of the cad of the American Co ^muuisl Party as a force in 
American life. 

Lautner claimed that when he returned from the Army he 
found that the Party structure had undergone extensive change™ 
"there were large community clubs in various parts of the city . , . 
there were no shop imits to speak of, or industrial units or sections 
at that time," This, lie implied, indicated the temporary "open" 
character of the Communist Political Association, in contrast to 
the disciplined militancy that had preceded it and was to follow. 
With the formal reconstitute of the Party at the 1945 convention, 
the Party began a Jiree-pronged program; to reorganize, to re- 
educate, and to carry out a concentration policy in the "decisive 
industries,* according to the policy set out by Foster at the 1945 
convention. 
Large clubs were broken up into smaller groups, New sections 
. were established and other clubs were streamlined. A survey was 
I made of industrial workers, and industrial sections were estab- 
lished "in furniture, needle trades, [and] on the waterfront" Other 
sections were created among the longshoremen, cement workers, 
teamsters, and electrical workers, Professional sections were aLo 
established, 

The concentration program consisted of recruiting members 
in tho "decisive" sectors of the industry. Lautner testified that 
New Yoik County was divided into six concentration regions, Pie 
served with the reorganization committee and then was assigned 
work with the No, 1 rcgion-Chelsea-wherc the "main concentra- 
tion problem" existed among the transport workers, 



As part of the re education program Lautner taught classes of 
20 k 25 students who were Party functionaries among the bakers, 
funiers, and members o[ the building trades, From 1946 to 1949 
he instructed them on I 1 ■ history of the American Communist 
Party, the organization o: t c Party, political economy, iM Marx- 
ism-Leninism. In these classes, held in the Jcffason School, the 
RooscvelL Brilding, and Party headquarters, Lautner used ill *h 
classic books in the Little Le v; n Library, and Foster's Hen', . , ;o 
the 1945 convention and the I ogram of the Communist lu na- 
tional, among other documents, If not introduced before, these 
documents usually were brought in at this poiu in Laulner's 
testimony. 

Lautner bolstered this testimony by referring to a preliminary 
conversation with Alberto Moreau, the head of the School Com- 
mission in New York, who assigned Lautner to teach. According 
to Lautner he was instrucied on pedagogy and on the content of 
his courses. An outline of the courses listing the material covered 
was another aid to Lautner s testimony. Lautner' s claim of adher- 
ence to the true Communist line was further strengthened by his 
assertion that his classes were attended by other leading function- 
aries whose purpose was to supervise his teaching. While the main 
point of this testimony was to explain what was taught, it served 
the equally important function of demonstrating the monolithic 
adherence to the Party line that characterized the training activi- 
ties. Since Lantner's testimony revealed that indoctrination, rather 
than discussion, characterized the Party's pedagogical activities, 
the characterization of the Party as a militant action group was 
presented to the jury. 

After the Dennis indictment Lautner's main responsibility was 
to prepare an underground organization for the New York Party. 
A number of meetings were held will the State Secretariat-Bob 
Thompson, Hal Simon, and Bob Norman, Thompson told Laut- 
ner that according to Fosters report on the experience in Europe, 
-only 10 per ceul of the Party would remain intact should die Party 
be declared illegal Consequently, plans were made to integrate 
10 per cent of the members into an "organized force that was 
supposed to fight in an organized fashion, to fight back into 
legality/' 

Lautner described the underground plan as having two aspects, 
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"vertical and horizontal" Vertically, the underground was to have 
seven levels-state, area, county, region, section, subsection, and 
unit, Each level would be organized in groups of three, with initia- 
tive moving from llic top to the bottom level The slate leadership 
formed the apex of the Wangle. Each of lis thice members of the 
sale IcaiLrship-thc political bead, the organizational head, and 
the "ado union mass organization head-was to appoint three 
members at the area level Each of these three in turn made three 
appointments at the next lower level, and so on duwn to the unit 
level Hence, with J le exception of those in the top and bottom 
strata, each person would bow only six others-thc two others of 
his group of three, the one who made his appointment, and the 
ft tluec that he appointed. Lautner testified thai when he left the 
Pany the underground had been established and was functioning 
at all seven levels in New York and that the same organizational 
plan was being used elsewhere, 

Lautncr used the term "her ivonlaf io describe the reserve lead- 
ership and communications . A propaganda system to be available 
to the various levels, Although he did not himself use the analogy, 
4e resemblance to line and staff functions in a miliiary organiza- 
tion wm$ apparent. It was to this staff phase of the underground 
program thai Lautncr devoted most of his efforts. Laulner helped 
to obtain photo-offset equipment, short-wave radio sets, and mime- 
ograph machines to equip the Party for its underground opera- 
tions, A small flat-bed hand mimeograph machine was made for 
the lower levels of the organization. The machine could be dis- 
assembled so that it would not be difficult to conceal Laulner in- 
structed functionaries from other states in the use of the machines. 
«n He claimed that when he left the Party, over 600 such mimeograph 
^ machines had been manufactured, 300 were being manufactured, 
and the Party planned to order another 300, Besides working on 
underground communications equipment, Lautner worked at find- 
ing proper meeting and contact places and made plans for hiding 
Party leaders in the event that it became necessary. 

This line u testimony, which was relatively untouched on 
cross-examination, must have done much to confirm the view that 
the Party was a close-knit conspiratorial organization, 

Although Lautner described the circumstances surrounding his 
expulsion from the Party in many hearings, such testimony may at 



first glance seem irrelevant to any of the issues in a Smith Act 
prosecution, and its -dmissibility was usually challenged as irrele- 
\ ant to any issue before the tribunal Judge Harlan, upholding the 
conviction of the second-string Communists in l/.S, v, F/t/im, ex- 
plained that this testimony was admissible on at least two grounds: 
"that the Paity functioned not as an ordinary political party but in 
a covert, deceptive, violent, and highly disciplined manner such as 
might be expected of a revolutionary organization, 5 ' and "that al- 
though provisions of the Party constitution seemed to belie a revo- 
lutionary purpose, the con lilution was not in practice faithfully 
followed' -the Government's so -called "Aesopian" theory. The 
same explanations serve to demonstrate ihe relevance of much 
else in Lautner's testimony. 

Late in 1949 the Party became suspicious that Lautner was in 
communication with the FBI. In February 1919, Lautner had re- 
ceived reports in his capacity as head of the New York State Re- 
view Commission about the suspicious activities of Angela Calo- 
miris, who later appeared 'is a witness for the Government in the 
Dennis case. Apparently he had failed to give his superiors ade- 
quate warning about her probable defection, About the same 
time, according to Lautner, a Party member called him about a 
phone call received by the member's wife. The caller had given 
his number, which the Party member gave to Lautner. Lautner 
scribbled the number on his office pad. The number belonged to 
an FBI agent. Apparently someone in the Party's sccuiiiy appa- 
ratus found the number and traced it, This set of circumsfonces 
bred suspicion that Lautner was an FBI agent, or at least thai he 
was sheltering informers within the Party, And, on the basis of 
the Rjijk affair, some leaders of the Party also had become suspi- 
cious that Lautner had made friends among Titoists whih ',c was 
overseas, or that he was an international spy. When questiajd on 
cross-examination about these possibilities, Lautner categorically 
denied having been anything but a loyal Communist until his ex- 
pulsion from the Party. 

Suspicion that he was a traitor to the Party led, Lautner 
claimed, first to an unsuccessful attempt to have him liquidated 
behind the Iron Curtain, and then to an unceremonious inquisi- 
tion in a Cleveland cellar, where his life was th-catcned and his 
membership in the Parly terminated. 

In Noven ♦ y and December, 1949, Louis Weinstoclc, one of 
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the principal Party leaders in the labor movement, advised Laut* 
ncr to go to Hungary to do Party w ork. Lautner testified that he 
went to Thompson to discuss the matter and Thompson "willingly 
approved." About this time Lautner was talking to Weinstock 
about other matters when Howard Johnson, educational director 
of the New York Party, inquired about Moses Simons arrest in 
ji^fWeinstock curtly told him, *You mind 
||f incident in the context of later events 
j !$af the Party hoped to have him liqui- 
[|^^arently saved Lautner, who dutifully 
;ffiat his application was denied because 
itipns with Hungary, 
if urged Lautner to go to the Midwest 
^rpnie underground project The State 
ier? transfer and on January 14, 1950, 
to meet Jack Kling. He checked in at 
J&ch, and went to a theater with Kling. 
ijlate evening when a car picked them 
^Boilsg in the Kingsbury Run section of Cleve- 
§8te tp go down to the cellar, He entered the 
men playing cards who ordered him to un- 
M gijns, knives, and rubber hoses, After his 
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lurched, Solly Wellman, a Party leader from 

It, a Party leader from Ohio, entered the 

XESg and the driver of the car, They accused 

" gaiter,' "spy," and "stool pigeon 1 ' In the room 



iutnerwas asked how long he had been a CIA 

|aj his relationship with the Field brothers was. 

sk^ w^om he knew in Cleveland, Lautner mentioned 

j^tipgs name at the hotel desk Apparently this 

tors, for after making him sign a confes- 

$j[ him and told him to meet them the next day 

ilesjaurant The next day Lautner went to the ap* 

) f but no one appeared, so he left Cleveland and re- 






r 17, Lautner read of his expulsion in the Ddy 

fie sent a letter requesting reinstatement to Trachten- 

&» mk chairman of the National Review Commission, but received 



no answer. Lautner testified that although the constitution pro- 
vided that no one could be expelled without a hearing and a review 
of the decision, the only "hearing* he received w as the Cleveland 
cellar inquisition, This line of testimony, with its spy thriller over- 
tones, was undoubtedly quite effective in depicting the ruthless- 
ness of the Party's leaders and the divergence between their pro- 
fessions of peace and their militant practices, 

Another major area of testimony, particularly important to the 
Government in the Subversive Activities Control Board proceed- 
ings, concerns the relate of the Communist Party of the United 
States with Iteia, wifc the Communist International (Comin- 
tera), and with other Communist parties— the issue of foreign 



Prior to the enactment of the Foreign Agents Registration Act 
in 1940, die Party was openly affiliated with the Comintern. Many 
American Communists-Earl Browder, Bob Minor, Gil Green, and 
William Foster, among others-represented this international or- 
ganization, according to Lautner. After passage of the Act, this 
open affiliation ceased and the relationship became covert. The 
main link between the U.S. Party and the Communist Interna- 
tional then became Gerhardt Eisler, whom Lautner knew in the 
'30s under the name of Edwards, Eisler, of course, is known as 
an international agent of the Comintern, After his deportation 
from this country in 1949, he went to East Germany, where he be- 
came Propaganda Chief for the Communist-dominated regime, 
Lautner testified to having had several contacts with Eisler in the 
IMO's. According to Lautner, when Eisler spoke Ve were very 
attentive to what he had to say, and what he did say, well, he 
should know, he is the representative, and what he says is the 
Party Kne, There was no questioning of [his] judgment'' 

Af ter 1945 Lautner saw Eisler shortly after the latter s release 
from Ellis Island and again a few days later at Party headquarters, 
Lautner also saw him in 1949, when Eisler gave a speech at a New 
York restaurant to a gathering sponsored by the Civil Rights Con- 
gress in honor of the Communists released from Ellis Island. Laut- 
ner was asked: "Did Eisler to your knowledge ever undertake to 
influence the Party activities in this country, after 1945?" Lautner 
replied, "Yes* 
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Other evidence of foreign domination given by Lautner in- 
cluded testimony that the Communist International controlled the 
Profmtem, and that the Trade Union Unity League, with which 
Lautner worked in Detroit, was affiliated with the Profintern, 
Lautner claimed that the policy of the Party in the early '3G's was 
"to build a Red revolutionary trade union movement under the 
leadership of the Profintern." Lautner also recalled an oath of 
allegiance to the Soviet Union read by Carl Brodslcy at a gathering 
in Madison Square Garden. Additional evidence of the foreign 
control of the American Party was provided by Lautner's descrip- 
tion of a conversation with Jack Kling in January 1950, Lautner 
showed Kling a pamphlet, written by Browder after the 1945 con- 
f A vention, in which Browder stated that all major policies during his 
V leadership Tiad the previous knowledge, consent and active sup- 
port of the decisive International Communist Leadership. fling's 
only comment was a smile, and he [said], 'if this is not stool pigeon 
work on the part of Browder, then nothing is,' * a remark that was 
doubtless intended by the witness to be taken as an admission that 
what Browder had written was true, 

Lautner also described the attitude of the propaganda organs 
of the American Communist Party toward the Soviet Union. He 
claimed he could not remember any instances when Political 
A§airs } the Communist (predecessor of Mixed Afairs), or the 
Daily Worker ever took issue with or criticized the Soviet Union 
"or any of [the] peoples democracies^ 
1 Soviet Russia Toiay } the official organ of the Friends of the 
Soviet Union, was distributed "as widely as possible by the Com- 
munist Party." Lautner said that he saw Teddy Bayer, the busi- 
tness manager of this publication, going to the finance office at 
Party headquarters every two weeks. 

Although the American Party did not affiliate with the Comin* 
form when it was formed in 1947, Lautner testified that For a Last- 
ing ?eace jor a feoples Democracy, the official publication of the 
Communist Information Bureau in Moscow, was flown into the 
United States and supplied to functionaries by the Party. 

In the 1941 National Training School Lautner claimed he made 
a study of the question of allegiance, and one of the conclusions 
he drew from The History of the Communist hrty of the Soviet 
Union, and from other sources was that in the event of war with 
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the Soviet Union, the primary allegiance of a Party member would 
be to the Soviet Union, Lautner also testified that in classes super- 
vised by Ben Semonofsky, the New York County school director, 
he taught the difference between "just and unjust wars," and cited 
the defense of the Soviet Union as an example of a "just* war, He 
also taught that it would be the "task" of every Communist to sup- 
port Russia against the United States in the event of war. 

In short, Lautner testified that "essentially the Party follows 
the policies of the Soviet Government over here.'* Peaceful coex- 
istence is merely "one of the tactics in the struggle against imperi- 
alism/' and he had been taught that peaceful coexistence is really 
impossible. 

Indicating the relationship of the American Party to Party or- 
ganizations in other nations, Lautner testified that in the 193ffs 
the Canadian Party drew upon American cadres for its develop- 
ment The Cuban and Puerto Rican Parties were dependent upon 
the American organization for finances, and at least two people 
known to Lautner were sent to Cuba or to Puerto Rico to assist 
in Party organization. 

The picture thus drawn of an interlocking group of national 
Parties, all owing ultimate allegiance to a common source, was of 
substantial importance in buttressing the Government's case that 
the American Communist Party was under Russian control It was 
heavily relied upon by the Board in reaching its conclusion that 
the Party was subject to the registration provisions of the Internal 
Security Act , 

Having been both an instructor and a student in the main Com- 
munist schools, and having had extensive experience as a Party 
functionary, Lautner was an ideal witness for explaining the mean- 
ing of Marxism-Leninism and its peculiar terminology, He could 
recall declarations of policy made by prominent Communist schol- 
ars and philosophers, declarations that were assertedly not fully 
understood by others. 

Lautner testified that the true meaning of Marxism-Leninism 
was known only to "initiates* in the Party, those having a special 
indoctrination in Communist theory, Hence, the 1945 and 1948 
constitutions, which apparently uphold the United States Consti- 
tution and prohibit force and violence, would not deceive the in- 
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sider, who would know that Marxism-Leninism is incompatible 
with such attitudes, 

According to Lautner, the objective of the Party is to establish 
the dictatorship of the proletariat by means of a proletarian revo- 
lution, As defined in Lautner's testimony, the "proletarian revo- 
lution" is the "violent shattering of the bourgeois state" The 
Party is to decide when the conditions are proper for a revolu- 
tion, Lautner claimed he was instructed that "this whole epoch 
since the turn of the century is ripe-there is a revolutionary situ- 
ation" 

Lautaen testimony about the teaching of the theory of tf Ex- 

•^ceptionalism* at the 1941 National Training School brought up 
Jthe question of alternatives to forcible overthrow, According to 
Lautner, he was taught that this theory, which holds that some 
countries could make a gradual transition from capitalism to so- 
cialism, was not applicable to the United States. The point of 
Lautner s testimony was that the Communist leaders here antici- 
pated that change would have to come about by violent means, 
Of course this theory is the cornerstone of the case the Govern- 
ment was trying to build, 

IV 
In most proceedings, and especially in the earlier trials, Laut- 
ner was given a vigorous and extensive cross-examination that 
covered nearly every conceivable motive for falsifying, tested his 
recollection of detail, and used his testimony as a platform for de- 
veloping the defense s thesis. 
A standard method of impeachment employed in all proceed- 
Angs was to dwell at length upon Lautner s remuneration from the 
^Government with the object of making his status as a professional 
witness manifest, and therefore suspect, to the trier-of-fact An- 
other method was to question Lautner about his failure to tell the 
truth on various occasions while he was a member of the Party- 
the annulment proceedings in which he perjured himself by claim- 
ing that his wife refused to become a Catholic, his marriage to a 
Jewish woman in which he apparently held himself out as a con- 
vert to Judaism, and his passport and army questionnaires in which 
he signed statements that he was not a member of a subversive or- 
ganization and that he supported the Constitution of the United 
States. 
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Although the cross-examinations in most proceedings covered 
the same ground, emphasis and technique varied among cross- 
examiners, with different stress and varying degrees of success, 
The various modes of attack are illustrated by the cross-examina- 
tion in the Los Angeles Smith Act trial By questioning Lautner 
about his experiences in Detroit and West Virginia, the examiner 
attempted to point up the depressed social conditions of the 1930*5 
and inferential^ to establish the legitimate, nonviolent purposes 
of the Communist Party. Lautner was questioned about hunger 
strikes, violence of employers and police against the working class, 
and evictions of the poor in Detroit He was asked about captive 
mines, company towns, and low wages in the mining towns of West 
Virginia, where he was the district organizer. Lautners experi- 
ence in West Virginia was used to show that the Party attempted 
to use open political methods there until it was suppressed by 
the Dies Committee. His cross-examiner forced Lautner to admit 
that the Party was listed in the phone book and was not a covert 
organization, 

Lautner s failure to recollect events or writings that had favor- 
able implications for the defense was contrasted with his famili- 
arity with exact page references in certain texts during direct 
examination by the Government The examiner thus quite dra- 
matically questioned the genuineness of Lautner's memory on 
direct examination, creating the suspicion that he had been told 
what to say and that his testimony was biased, ^ 

Finally, a major portion of the cross-examination was con- 
cerned with impeaching Lautner s familiarity with Marxism-Len- 
inism. Lautners testimony on direct about instructions he gave 
and received and about the 1945 convention was used as a vehicle 
for bringing before the jury other Communist writings that tended 
to contradict the theme of Lautners direct testimony or at least 
to indicate that its accuracy was confined to an earlier period or 
special circumstances. 

The cross-examination in the New York "second-string* prose- 
cution (US. v. Flym) included all of the above techniques and 
represented the most comprehensive effort to destroy Lautners 
testimony, For a period of 16 days attorneys questioned Lautner 
about all phases of his Party experience. One examiner spent days 
reviewing Communist theory, testing Lautner's recollection and 
consistency and at the same time conveying to the jury through 



200 



LAUTNER 



his questions (whether Lautner's answer was favorable or not) 
the impression that Communist theory was not incompatible with 
the peaceful establishment of socialism, 

In the Hawaiian Smith Act prosecution (U.S. v. hjimoto) the 
cross-examiner first concentrated upon discrediting Lautner by 
questioning him at length about the amount of pay and other 
benefits he received as a witness for the Government The re- 
mainder of the examination was perhaps the most intensive and 
effective questioning Lautner ever underwent about his howl- 
edge of Communist theory. Lautner was used as a sounding board 
for the defenses theory and at the same time made to appear as 

• though he really had very little understanding of Communist prin* 
ciples. 

Perhaps it was Lautner's fear that the cross-examiner was suc- 
ceeding in discrediting his testimony that now and then led him 
to make embarrassing statements. At one point, having been led 
through a line of questioning designed to produce the response 
that Marxism-Leninism was not a dogmatic philosophy but rather 
a flexible science, Lautner was finally asked whether Marxism- 
Leninism could be understood by merely hearing someone read 
isolated excerpts from textbooks. Perhaps recalling the isolated 
passages favorable to the defense position with which his cross- 
examiners had taxed him, he unequivocally responded that this 
could not be done. Of course, counsel instantly reminded Lautner 
that the Government's case on direct had consisted mainly of hav- 
ing Lautner identify a text and then reading a selected passage 
from it to the jury. 

The examination in the fapioto trial seriously impaired Laut- 
, Aner's testimony on direct concerning the revolutionary purpose 
"and readiness of the Party. Lautner was forced to resort to 
Foundations of Leninism ) a book written in 1920, to substantiate 
his allegation that revolutionary conditions existed in the post*1945 
period, After attempting to digress and to evade the question by 
describing statements to the contrary as "tactical resolutions,*' 
Lautner was finally forced to admit that the "objective conditions* 
for revolution did not exist in the United States. 

In the New York Board of Regents hearing, the primary weapon 
of the cross-examiner was the inconsistent statement By 1953, 
Lautner had given several thousand pages of testimony. The cross- 
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examiner apparently selected the questionable areas and led Laut- 
ner into statements that conflicted with earlier responses. This hear- 
ing also illustrates another method of impeachment used more in 
later proceedings, Lautner's failure to mention certain subjects in 
earlier proceedings, particularly his failure to mention force and 
violence in the first Subversive Activities Control Board hearing, 
was pointed out to the trier-of-fact 

In the Philadelphia Smith Act trial ( U.S. v, Kuzm), the cross- 
examination was directed mainly toward developing the peaceful 
tenor of Marxism-Leninism in the post-1945 period. Perhaps the 
most effective part of this examination was the demonstration, 
through Lautner's responses, that even if the Party advocated rev* 
olution, it had not been teaching revolutionary techniques and 
otherwise was not equipping its members for anything but an 
ideological struggle, 

From [/.S. v. hzm (1954) on, the examinations of Lautner 
fall into one or more of the above patterns. For the most part, the 
intensity of cross-examination seems to have abated measurably in 
later trials, perhaps because both direct testimony and cross-ex- 
amination had by then been polished smooth by repetition, until 
little opportunity remained for surprise on either side. 



We shall now examine the processes by which proponents of 
Lautner's testimony sought to strengthen it and those by which his 
opponents sought to impeach it We shall pay particular attention 
to areas of conflict that gave rise to situations reflecting favorably 
or unfavorably on the reliability and relevance of some of Lautner's 
statements. 

At the outset of this examination, a cautionary word is in order. 
To avoid a distorting emphasis on the shortcomings of Lautner's 
testimony, it should be kept in mind that the material which is 
here compressed into a few pages is extracted from literally thou* 
sands of pages of testimony. Anyone familiar with the trial process 
knows that even the most honest, forthright, and accurate witness 
is likely to fall into occasional lapses and inconsistencies. If the 
human memory were a perfect recording instrument, the elaborate 
processes of examination and cross-examination would be to a 
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large extent unnecessary. Taken literally, the maxim fahis in uno, 
jahus in omnibus is an impossible counsel of perfection. The im- 
portant question here is whether the limits of tolerable error have 
been exceeded. That judgment cannot be made on a mere quanti- 
tative count of errors. 

There are not many areas in which the testimony of other wit* 
nesses covers the same events as Lautner s testimony. That is par- 
ticularly true of testimony about the post-1945 situation, the area 
of Lautner's greatest utility to the Government On the other hand, 

•[there is a great deal of overlap in testimony about Communist 
ideology. Here, perhaps the most important corroboration comes 
from the testimony of an objective expert. In the SACB proceed- 
ing against the Communist Party, the Government called Dr. 
Philip Mosely, Director of the Russian Institute and Professor of 
International Relations at Columbia University, a leading expert 
on Soviet Russia and Communist doctrine. He confirmed Lautner s 
evaluation of American Communist doctrine at many points, in- 
cluding the theory of "just and unjust wars" and the influence of 
the Duclos letter on the reconstitution of the Party, 

A number of ex-Communist witnesses corroborated aspects of 
Lautner s testimony. The comparatively unimportant nature of 
this corroboration precludes the need for any detailed narration 
of its content A few examples will suffice. 

Paul Crouch testified that he hew Lautner and worked closely 
with him in the late 193G's: "We were both southern district or- 

•ganizers of the Party." 
f Joseph Kornfeder claimed that he conferred with Gerhardt 
Eisler, whom he knew as a Communist International representa- 
tive, in Cleveland in 1933, thereby corroborating Lautner s testi- 
mony about Eisler. William Odell Nowell (who attended the 
Lenin School, was a delegate to the Seventh World Congress, and 
was an Educational Director of the Party until he left it in 1936) 
also testified that he knew Eisler as a Communist International 
representative under the name of Edwards in the 1930s. Nowell 
testified that the Auto Workers Union was affiliated with the Trade 
Union Unity League, which, in turn, was affiliated with the Profin- 
tern. He confirmed Lautner s testimony that Peters's Manual was 
in use in the Party up to 1935. 
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Manning Johnson (Party member from 1930 to 1939, member 
of the Central Committee from 1936 to 1938) testified that he was 
taught that in the event of war with Russia it would be the duty 
of a Communist to "bring about the defeat of the government of 
the U.S.and to secure a victory of the Red Army." He also identi- 
fied Eisler as a Communist International representative having 
"Edwards" as an alias. Johnson described instructions he received 
in the 1930's about how the Party would function if it decided to 
go underground. The instructions he related parallel the instruc- 
tions Lautner received when he began to work on the New York 
Party underground with respect to the organization of the mem- 
bership and the use of printing presses and mimeograph machines. 
Johnson also agreed with Lautner about Williamsons positions in 
the early 1930's, Gil Green s position as head of the Young Com- 
munist League, and the positions of other prominent figures in the 
Communist organization. 

Frank S. Meyer (British Communist who transferred to the 
American Party in 1934 and left it in 1946), an instructor at the 
Jefferson School of Social Science and a close friend of Budenz, 
also identified Eisler as Edwards, He also testified that Gil Green 
was head of the Young Communist League in 1934 and district 
organizer in the New York district in 1943. 

It is obvious that very little of this testimony was significant 
The identification of leaders of the open Communist Party could 
have been established by reference to published documents. That 
is true of much testimony given by former Communists, including 
Lautner himself, To make this point is not, of course, to attack 
the veracity of the witnesses. 

Their veracity did not, however, go unchallenged. The testi- 
mony of two of these witnesses, Johnson and Crouch, as well as 
that of a third, Matusow, was stricken from the record of the 
SACB proceeding against the Communist Party at the direction 
of the Supreme Court after the Party made substantially uncon- 
tested allegations that these three had committed perjury in other 
proceedings relating to the issue of communism, It should be 
noted that the wholesale lying of which they were accused was 
of an entirely different order of magnitude from the occasional 
inconsistencies that are bound to enter the testimony of even the 
most scrupulously honest witness, 
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Another category of corroborative witness was the secret FBI 
agent These people joined the Party at the instance of the FBI 
and, in some cases, managed to attain positions of some promi- 
nence. Their success may be a commentary on the almost pathetic 
eagerness of the Party to attract recruits, 

Perhaps the most important of these witnesses was Mary Stat 
cup Markward, who served as an FBI agent within the Party from 
1943 to 1950 and who was a member of the district board for Mary- 
land. Her veracity was attacked in the SACB Communist Party 
proceeding. At the Supreme Court's direction, the Board re-ex- 
amined her testimony at the same time as that of Crouch, Johnson, 
•i and Matusow, but found her to be a credible witness, Her test 
' mony is not particularly startling, She agreed with Lautner about 
the Party's new orientation after the 1945 convention and agreed 
with his assessment of the importance of the Duclos letter in 
bringing it about. She also corroborated his testimony that propa- 
ganda material prepared by the Cominform was made available to 
Party functionaries, thereby lending further support to the Gov- 
ernment's contention that the Party was under the domination 
of the International Communist movement directed from Soviet 
Russia, 

In one instance, there is some corroboration for parts of Laut- 
ner's story from a defendant in a Smith Act prosecution. Elizabeth 
Gurley Flynn, who took the stand in her own behalf, agreed that 
Lautner had been a close friend of hers and testified that she had 
been a witness to his wedding, She also corroborated his identi- 
fication of certain well-known leaders of the open Party. None of 
^ this agreement, however reassuring it might be to one concerned 
y about Lautner's general familiarity with the Communist Party, was 
in the slightest degree significant Indeed, it tended to emphasize 
the relatively innocuous character of much of Lautner's informa- 
tion 

As might be expected, Lautner's testimony contradicted that 
of defendants in Smith Act prosecutions on the very few occasions 
when they covered the same ground, Unfortunately for compara- 
tive study, very few Smith Act defendants testified in their own 
behalf, and of those who did, fewer still had anything to say re- 
sponsive to Lautner's testimony. The principal exception was Eliz- 



abeth Gurley Flynn, who was perhaps the most forthright of the 
defendants in the various proceedings and who happened to be 
well acquainted with Lautner. 

On several occasions, Flynn disagreed with Lautner about what 
the facts actually were and how they were to be interpreted. For 
example, she insisted that Lautner was never a member of the Na- 
tional Review Commission. On the contrary, she testified, Lautner 
as a close friend complained to her on several occasions between 

1947 and 1949 about not being appointed to the National Com- 
mission, and asked her to intercede for him. On cross-examination, 
government counsel attempted to show that the chairmen of the 
state committees were invariably appointed to the corresponding 
committee at the national level. When asked about certain spe- 
cific persons and their positions, Flynn began to balk about "nam- 
ing names" and finally was held in contempt 

Flynn claimed that she did not know Gerhardt Eisler to be a 
Communist International representative (an almost incredible 
assertion) and did not know him under the name of Edwards, 
She denied that he ever attended National Committee meetings. 
She went further and averred that there had been no directive or 
instruction from the Soviet Party, to her knowledge, since 1938. 

Lautner had testified that elaborate security precautions were 
taken at the 1949 convention to ensure that only delegates gained 
entrance to the convention floor, and that the press was confined 
to the foyer, where it was "fed press releases," Flynn, however, 
maintained that the convention was open to the public and the 
press, It would appear that on a matter of this sort the facts could 
easily have been ascertained, but so far as the record shows they 
were not 

Lautner had testified that Dennis initiated the proposal at the 

1948 convention that the National Committee have only 13 mem- 
bers, the existing National Board with the addition of Miss Flynn. 
Flynn testified that the proposal was arrived at by the caucuses of 
the state delegations and announced by Dennis. The issue in- 
volved was, of course, whether the Party was authoritarian or dem- 
ocratic in practice. 

Flynn claimed that Foster's book, The Twilight oj World Capi- 
talism, published in 1949, was printed in over 100,000 copies, given 
wide circulation, and used for instruction in Party classes. (The 



206 



IAU1NER 



book's thesis was that a united front coalition government could 
obtain majority support in the United States,) Lautner had de- 
nied hearing of the book while in the Party, Here again, the record 
fails to resolve a question whose answer should have been ascer- 
tainable, 

The most important source for the impeachment of Lautner 
was Lautner himself, While the main outline of his story remained 
relatively unchanged throughout the many proceedings in which 
he testified, there are a number of instances in which a careful 
comparative reading reveals inconsistencies and intrinsic contra* 
, dictions. While these instances do not bulk large overall, they tend 
H to raise some question about Lautners accuracy and sincerity as a 
witness and, in particular, about his readiness to fit his evidence 
to the exigencies of the moment A sampling of seven instances 
is given below. 

( 1 ) One rather questionable area of testimony is Lautner's ac- 
count of the period from June to August, 1945, the period immedi- 
ately following his discharge from the Army, which includes the 
important event of the 1945 Party convention. In particular, his 
testimony about the Duclos article or letter raises doubts about 
his veracity. The letter was highly critical of Browder's deviations 
during 1944-45 and was important to the Government in estab- 
lishing the revolutionary aspect of the Party purpose after 1945. 
In 1952, before the SACB, Lautner mentioned the letter as a u fac- 
tor* in calling the 1945 convention, When asked where he first 
read the article, he replied; "It was the World Telegram or the 
Neu? York Times, or both, And then a day after, or so, in the Daily 

•^Worker? In the Flynn (1952) case and in subsequent proceed* 
■ ings, Lautner claimed that he read the article at the direction of 
Williamson, the National Secretary of the Political Association, in 
the daily Worker. In U.S. v. forest (1954), Lautner was asked 
whether the letter was printed in papers other than the Daily 
Worker. Lautner responded: "I recall that it was published in 
the World Telegram but I didn't read it in the World Telegram; 
I heard about it* 

The "directions" from Williamson were not mentioned in early 
testimony. However, in later proceedings these alleged directions 
were used to identify other incriminating documents, In the Forest 



IAUTNER 207 

case, for example, Lautner remembered an incriminating letter 
written to the Daily Worker of July 9, 1945, by one of the defend- 
ants as an article he had read at Williamson s direction. In the 
1952 SACB proceeding the opportunity and motive to mention 
Williamson s "directions" had been clearly present, but nothing 
was said on the subject Lautner was asked what he did and 
where he went after his release from the Army. In response, he 
gave a meaningless account of meetings at Party headquarters with 
Dennis and Foster and then with Williamson and Stachel, in which 
the subject of his new assignment-whether or not he should be 
sent to Ohio as a functionary-was discussed. These meetings 
were alluded to in the Flym case, but there Lautner placed them * 
after the 1945 convention, which would have been too late for him 
to receive the directions which he claimed to have had. One sus* 
pects that the directions became a convenient device for introduc- 
ing through Lautner contemporaneous documents that might not 
otherwise have been admissible, 

Another conversation alleged to have taken place during this 
period takes on increasing significance as it is alluded to in subse- 
quent hearings, Lautner described a meeting with Flynn about a 
week after his release from the service. Flynn allegedly discussed 
in detail the Party's attitude toward Browderism. He conversa- 
tion was not mentioned in the SACB hearing, In 1952, in U.S. v. 
Flynn, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn denied having had such a conver- 
sation with Lautner. In the 1953 proceedings before the SACB 
against the Jefferson School of Social Science, Lautner added to 
his account of this meeting as given in the Flynn case, stating that ■ 
Flynn also told him that the Party maintained a liaison between 
Browder and President Roosevelt 

Lautner also alleged that at the time of this meeting, about a 
week after his release from the Army, he had already been reas- 
signed to work with the Hungarian National Bureau and the Na- 
tionality Groups Commission-another conflict with his testimony 
in Flynn, where he stated that the conversation with Party leaders 
about his assignment occurred after the 1945 convention 

(2) In most hearings, the subject of the 1943 klrmkrrmn 
decision was broadened upon cross-examination. In that case 
the Supreme Court reversed a decision that a Communist leader 
should be deported on the ground that it had not been shown that 
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the Communist Party was subversive. The authority of this de- 
cision was considerably weakened by subsequent cases. Never- 
theless, the defense made much of its favorable implications and 
of Justice Murphy's comment that a tenable interpretation of 
Communist theory might be that force would be used only to coun- 
teract force. This was buttressed by reference to a declaration 
by William Z. Foster that Murphy's suggestion was an acceptable 
formulation of Communist theory, 

In the California Smith Act trial (which, by an interesting co- 
incidence, took its name from the same William Schneiderman 
who had been involved in the 1943 case), Lautner was questioned 
about his answer, "no," on an army questionnaire about partici- 
H pation in subversive activities. (The time in question was late 
1942 or early 1943, prior to the favorable decision in the Supreme. 
Court in khwkrmn) Lautner stated: * . . and at that time 
the Schneiderman case was pending in the U.S. Supreme Court, 
and the U.S. Supreme Court brought a decision on that case and, 
therefore, in all honesty and truthfulness I answered that ques- 
bon no. 

But in other hearings, when the Schneiderman decision was 
brought up by defense counsel, Lautner seemed very reluctant 
to allow the defense to develop its favorable import. Although it 
had become a familiar line of cross-examination by 1955, when 
asked about it then, Lautner testified; 

a. 1 have no recollection of it ... 

• * * 
q. At any time? 

• a. Well, I was in the Array. Once I heard in 19- 1 was in Africa when 
} on the radio I heard something about some kind of Schneiderman 
decision. Ihat is the only reason I have at the moment and that 
was . . . 
q. You have heard about the decision; is that a fair statement to say? 
a. Well, I don't know what decision you are referring to. There may 
be more than one decision. I heard about one decision in 1943. I 
was in Africa—I was on detail. 
q. You have no recollection of having heard of this decision that I am 



a, Well, what is this decision that you are talking about, Mr. Seltzer? 
You are talking about this decision. I don't know what this decision 
is. 

After being confronted with his testimony in the FJynn case, 



IAUTNER 20? 

where he had admitted the importance of the decision to the Party, 
Lautner answered questions about it 

(3) In 1949 Foster wrote a book, The Twilight of World Capi- 
talism, which has a number of passages that are consistent with 
the defense's interpretation of Communist theory. In the Silver- 
man case ( 1955), Lautner testified that he received a copy of the 
book in his box at Party headquarters. Then, upon further ques- 
tioning, he stated: 

I may have read it ... I think I did read it once. . . . I did, and 
I took issue on certain things with foster on that. And in '50 he ad- 
mitted he made mistakes.* 

On redirect Lautner stated: "Aft I reed, that I got the book and 
1 drew certain conclusions myself from this book . . .*• 

But, in the Flynn case in 1952, Lautner had testified: "I don't 
recall that book, no." And then: "I have no recollection of reading 
the book, but I know about the book" 

Q. Mr, Witness, I am asking you, is that a fact, that'you personally dis- 
agreed with the position stated in that excerpt which I read from 
Foster's book? 

a. Foster disagreed with Foster. 

* t • 

a. I don't take any position on what Foster says, I don't take a personal 
position on it 
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a. I didn't take any position on it 

(4) A recurring topic for cross-examination was Lautner's ini- 
tial conference with the FBI. Before the SACB, Lautner testified 
that the first "conference* lasted 15 minutes. Lautner stated he 
was told he would be contacted and a few days later he was called 
by telephone and went to the New York office of the 3ureau. He 
didn't recall whether the conference was long, and when asked 
what transpired, he replied: 

To tell the truth, there was a period at that time where the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation was not so sure about me because they bew 
that I was not an agent, and they had ideas that I was trying to tell them 
a story over there, that I was trying to give a story to the FBI and get 
into die good graces of the FBI. That suspicion was there for quite 
some time. If that is what you want to have, I don't know. 

* Italics mine. 
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In later proceedings Lautner did not mention his suspicion that 
the FBI did not trust him. In the Flym and Board of Regents pro- 
ceedings, ^Lautner stated that his first conference lasted four or 
five hours and continued the next day. When shown his testimony 
before the SACB, Lautner claimed that he considered the 15-min- 
ute session with the FBI to be a "meeting* and not a "conference," 
The cross-examiner then pointed out that the term "conference* 
was used in the question before the SACB, 

(5) The History of the Communist Party oj the Soviet Union 
was always one of the main Government exhibits, and Lautner 
usually testified to his familiarity with it, prior to the introduction 
of passages from the book In most proceedings, he mentioned the 
use of it in his 1946-48 classes, But in both the Flynn case and the 
Silverman case, he also mentioned giving seminars on the book: 
1 had one-about three or four seminars on the History of the 
CFSU in West Virginia.* In U,S, v. Fujimoto, when the defense 
was attempting to bring out statements in the book consistent with 
its theory of the case, the following testimony was taken: 

a. I read the History of the C?SU but I have no recollection of that quo- 
tation, 

q. Did you ever teach— 

a. TkHistoryoftheC?$V t no, 

q. No? 

a, No, not as a subject matter, 

<}. Did you ever use it in any course that you taught? 

a. Oh, yes, I used it but I used it in relation to the subject matter that 
I was teaching. , 

(6) In the FmnltfeM case (1952), Lautner was asked about 
\ having prepared his testimony in advance in certain cases, 

q, Isn't it true, Mr. Lautner, that the questions and answers that you 
have given here on direct examination were written out beforehand 
and gone over by you? j 

a, That is not correct The testimony that I have given here is my testi- 
mony, 

q, But were these questions and answers written out beforehand? 

a, No. That is not true. 

But in the Flynn case (1952), he testified as follows: 

q ( In the Baltimore case (FrmkfeM), in the Washington case, and in 
the California case, isn't it true that the questions put to you by the 
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attorney, and the answers you gave were written out beforehand? 

That is the only question I am putting to you, Mr, Lautner. 
a, Yes. 

q, Thatisbue? 
a, Yes, in consultation with the attorney based on my testimony. 

(7) In his extensive testimony on theoretical questions, Laut- 
ner was at times inconsistent and even contradictory, For ex- 
ample, in U.S. v, Kuzma (1954), he testified as follows regarding 
Communist theory: 

q. Has there been any occasion since June 1945, when the Communist 
Party has said that there were objective conditions for a revolution- 



a, Well, the Communist Party says, and I thought, and I was taught, 
too, that this whole epoch since the turn of the century is ripe- 
there is a revolutionary situation, Stalin in his Foundations defines 
it I can find it for you, 

But in U.S, v. Fujimcto (1952), he had answered the same 
question differently: 

q, Let me ask you this: Can you tell me at any time since June 1945, 
when there have been objective conditions in the United States of 
America which the Communist Party have said constitute the objec- 
tive conditions for a revolutionary situation? 

a, At this moment I cannot recall. No, I don t think objective condi- 
tions prevailed since or did- 

q. Your answer is then, that no such objective conditions prevailed since 
June 1935. 

a. That is right. 

q. '45 rather. 

a. Yes. 

q, Is that right? 

a. Yes. 

In Kuzrm when this contradiction was pointed out, Lautner 
explained, a little lamely, that his answer in Fujimoto was confined 
to the United States, whereas in Kuzma it referred to the world 
situation, 

Again, in U,S. v. Kuzma (1954), he was asked: 

Q. Now at the bakers and furriers school didn't you teach there that war 
between the United States and the Soviet Union was not inevitable? 
a. I didn't teach that. 
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But to the same question in the F/ynn case in 1952, he had an- 
swered: 

q. All right, didn't you teach your classes that the Communist Party took 

the position that a war between the United States and the Soviet 

Union was not inevitable? 
a. Yes* 
Q. And didn't you teach your class that the Communist Party took the 

position that war between the United States and the Soviet Union 

could be avoided? 
a. Yes, that is correct 

Lautner reconciled this testimony by stating that this line was 
"tactical" and the question was "tricky * 

•j Before the Board of Regents of the State of New York, in 1953, 
the following exchange took place; 

q. As a matter of fact, were you not specifically taught during your 
membership in the Communist Party, not to memorize passages and 
propositions from Marxist-Leninist writings? 

a. That is not true, also. 

But, again in the Flpn case, in 1952, Lautner had answered: 

Q. Let us confine our attention now to the writings of Lenin, the selected 
works, collected works, the Little Lenin Library. When you studied 
these writings of Lenin, you were taught not to learn by heart cer- 
tain isolated passages and propositions from Marxism-Leninism, 
were you not? 

a, That is correct, 

q, Were you not taught, Mr. Witness, that no passage from Marxist- 
Leninist writings can apply to any and all situations? 

a. I was taught that there is a certain- There is a basic- 
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a. I can't answer that question yes or no. What I was taught— 

q, You were also taught not to apply certain passages to any and all 

situations, isn't that right? 
a. That is correct 
q. You were taught that no passage can apply to any and all situations, 

weren't you? 
a. That is correct 

On another question, he answered the Board of Regents as follows; 

q, And were you not taught, Mr. Witness, that the authority of the Com- 
munist Party cannot be sustained by violence but only by the confi- 
dence of the working class? 
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a. Well, once a dictatorship of the proletariat is established and the 

Party is the ruling party- 
q. Please, Mr. Witness. 
a. Not in those words. 
q. You weren't? 
a. No, Not in those words, 

In the hjimcto case the previous year, he had not been reluctant 
in answering: 

q. And according to wkt you were toug/tf, did he say in that book that 

the authority of the Party is sustained not by violence but by the 

confidence of the working class? 
a. That is what Stalin said, yes. 
q. And did he say that the confidence of the working class in the Com* 

munist Party is not gained by violence, because violence would only 

loll it, did he say that? 
a, Yes, 

All of these instances of inconsistency have one thing in com- 
mon. They show a progressive hardening, from early to later 
proceedings, in Lautner's attitude toward his former comrades. 
He became more and more reluctant to say anything that might 
conceivably be construed as helping them, 

One result of repeating testimony on several occasions is that 
inconsistencies develop from one occasion to the next, increasing 
the area of exposure to effective cross-examination. We have noted 
some instances of this tendency in Lautner's testimony. But' there 
is another result As the witness gains some practical experience 
in what will be asked of him, his testimony about events and cir- 
cumstances described in earlier hearings becomes refined and ex- 
panded. Points on which he has been subjected to challenge are 
modified to disarm attack; points that were not stated categorically 
tend to harden into fixed positions and to carry greater impact 
Again, this is a natural tendency to which all witnesses are prob- 
ably subject to some extent The question is whether the varia- 
tions remain within tolerable limits, Lautner testified with in- 
creasing self-assurance and positiveness as he retold his experi- 
ences, Testimony that at first seemed ambiguous or aimless later 
became sharp and forceful. In the 1952 SACB proceeding against 
the American Communist Party, for example, Lautner was ques- 
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tioned about the purpose of the Hungarian National Training 
School. He responded: "The purpose was . . . to bring together 
from the country as a whole promising young Party members and 
put them through a Party education and to develop Party func- 
tionaries out of them." In 1955, Lautaer's response to the same 
question was: "This school had one purpose in mind, and it was 
so stated: to develop out of the student body professional revo- 
lutionaries for the coming period.** 

Here are three more examples of the evolution of Lautaer's 
testimony. 

(1) Before the SACB in 1952, Lautner testified that in his 
classes the Program of the Communist International "was referred 
to. Itwasnotused. It was referred to as reference material" Three 
years later, in U.S. v. Forest, Lautner volunteered: "I taught the 
Program of the Communist International* In the same year when 
asked about this document in U.S, v. Siluerman, Lautner claimed 
it was used 'as the basic Stalinist program around which Stalin 
consolidated his leadership and eliminated all the opportunists," 

(2) The colorful term "Aesopian" had been used repeatedly 
by Budenz in his testimony about the 1945 and 1948 constitutions, 
Lautner had frequently interpreted the same documents as Bu- 
denz, but generally had referred to them as "self-serving " In 1955, 
however, Lautner used Budenz's characterization in describing the 
1948 constitution, and defined the historical meaning of the term 
for the edification of the jury. 

(3) The objectives and policy of the Party were important to 
the Government's case before the SACB, and Lautner was pro- 
vided with a number of opportunities to describe them. Defense 
counsel in later proceedings made much of the fact that despite 
his voluminous testimony, he never once used the expression "force 
and violence. 1 ' However, later testimony abounded with the ex- 
pression. For example, in U.S.v, Forest (1954), Lautner described 
the objectives of the Party as "the destruction by force and violence 
of capitalism and its government as speedily as conditions will 
permit in the name of the working class led by the Communist 
Party in alliance with the sections of the Negro people and the 
petty bourgeoisie," 

What may be a negative aspect of Lautaer's evolution as a 
witness is his relative unresponsiveness, either through lack of 
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candor or through faulty recollection, to cross-examiners' questions, 
which, if answered directly, would favor the defense position or 
impair his usefulness to the Government, Again, this tendency is 
not an unnatural one; but in proceedings where so much was at 
stake it is somewhat disturbing to find evidence that a witness had 
made the cause in which he testified so strongly his own that he 
seemed, on occasion, to have abandoned the role of witness for 
that of advocate. 

For example, although Lautner elsewhere claimed that his 
principal duty was to build the influence of the Communist Party 
with the United Mine Workers in West Virginia from 1936 to 1940, 
when asked on cross-examination in the Los Angeles case (1952) 
whether coal miners' wages were very low, Lautner responded: 
"I don't know, I did not work in the coal mines. I didn't get any 
paycheck and I don't how. How would I how what the wages 
were?" 

Since the Government's theory was that the 1948 constitution's 
clause purporting to proscribe force and violence was nothing 
but window-dressing inserted in the constitution because of the 
Dennis indictments, the presence of the same provision in the 1938 
constitution (as amended up to 1942) was a significant piece of 
evidence for the defense. Lautner, when questioned about this 
constitution, claimed to have no recollection of it, even though 
he was a delegate from West Virginia to the convention that 
adopted it 

While Chairman of the State Review Commission in New York, 
Lautner apparently wrote a report about informers in which he 
said: "Persons who were morally corrupt or suspected of moral 
corruption were likely candidates for FBI informers " This report 
was an understandably popular topic for cross-examiners, but 
Lautner would not recall it 

After having obtained the court's assistance in the attempt to 
get Lautner to answer, defense counsel asked Lautner: "Is it not 
true that you hew generally that trade unionists kept their mem- 
bership secret in many instances because they were fearful they 
would be discharged if their membership in trade unions was 
known?" Despite his experience in West Virginia in the late 1930's 
and his work in Detroit in 1930 where he claimed he "recruited 
some (workers) who worked in the Ford Plant, who are working 
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there right now," Lautaer's answer to this question was: f< I give 
you an answer, an answer with a little explanation because a 
yes' or W doesn't answer this particular question that you raise 
because I am speaking now-you asked me to speak as to my 
knowledge, what do I know about persecution in the trade union 
movement and obviously-* 

In addition to these illustrations of the evolution of Lautaer's 
testimony, there are many instances of his having given a definite 
response in one proceeding but modifying, qualifying, or claim- 
ing not to remember the response in a later proceeding. 

VI 

• It has become something of a commonplace to assert that in- 
formers* testimony is highly suspect in general and that this is es- 
pecially true of the testimony of ex-Communists. Such generaliza- 
tions about types of witnesses are not very useful. Ultimately, the 
testimony of a witness must stand or fall on its own merits. Never- 
theless, there are problems that arise when the testimony of a 
particular witness who happens to be an "informer" is being eval- 
uated, It may be a useful exercise to consider some of these prob- 
lems as they apply to Lautaer's testimony, if only to demonstrate 
the danger of unsupported generalizations on the subject 

First, there is the general issue of motive for falsification. It 
seems generally true that former Communists experience a strong 
reaction against their old allegiance and, in many cases, manifest 
an intense desire to do everything they can to abjure it One also 
suspects that many former Communists abjure one set of absolutes 
in favor of another, that what formerly was the purest white be- 

• \ comes for them the deepest black, and that this tendency renders 
1 their account of the past suspect In Lautaer's case, notwithstand- 
ing the unpleasant nature of his expulsion from the Party, there 
is little to suggest any such motive for falsification. Neither the 
form nor the content of what he had to say exhibits tie zeal of the 
reformed sinner. 

It is true that Lautner profited financially from his testimony. 
Indeed, his career as a consultant to the Department of Justice 
appears to have been considerably more lucrative than his work 
as a Party functionary. It may be surmised that he was aware that 
this source of wealth might quickly dry up if his testimony was 
not helpful, and that this gave him a motive to see that it was. 
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This factor is an imponderable one and could be factually evalu- 
ated only if we had available transcriptions of Lautaer's earliest 
interviews with the Justice Department 

He may have had other motives for giving false testimony. As 
a participant in what has now been branded as unlawful conspir- 
acy, Lautner could himself have been subjected to criminal pen- 
alties, although the statute of limitations barred his prosecution by 
1953, three years after his withdrawal from the conspiracy. And if, 
as seems possible, he falsified his naturalization papers in some 
material respect, he may still be liable to denaturalization and 
deportation. 

Motive for falsification aside, there are other problems. One 
is that Lautner may not have been what he represented himself 
as having been, a bona fide Communist In several of the earlier 
proceedings, defense counsel attempted to establish that Lautner 
might have been an FBI informer, or at any rate, that he might 
have lost faith some time before he left the Party. The evidence 
supporting this assertion is tenuous and need not be recounted at 
length, It comes down to what may be the rather suspicious cir- 
cumstances under which Lautner retained certain bits of docu- 
mentary evidence about his activities in the Party, coupled with 
extremely vague intimations that he may have been a "Titoisf or 
some other species of deviationist during a portion of his connec- 
tion with the Party. 

In many of the proceedings, counsel intimated that much of 
Lautaer's knowledge may have come from sources other than his 
memory. Lautner denied having read the transcripts of this testi- 
mony, But as a consultant to the Department of Justice, he claimed 
to have done research in preparation for testifying. How far his 
subconscious may have merged later study with earlier memory 
is an interesting psychological question, Lautner admitted having 
one aid to his memory: in a number of the Smith Act trials- 
Flt/nn, FranfcfeM, khrnkmm, and Sitoefnwiwnd before the 
Subversive Activities Control Board and the Board of Regents— 
his questions and answers were written out beforehand by the 
attorney. 

vn 

A study of a witness's testimony that is focused primarily upon 
intrinsic consistency, as this one necessarily has been, seems fore- 
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doomed to be indecisive. Many events and conversations must 
be taken as uncontradicted, particularly in the Smith Act trials, 
since those who were in a position to affirm or deny did not (with 
tlie notable exception of Elizabeth Gurley Flynn) take the stand 
in their own behalf, Even where there is a conflict in testimony 
about the same event, one is left with the choice between one 
memory and another, between a biased professional witness and 
a biased Communist defendant 

Furthermore, the line of inquiry is limited by the nature of the 
fact-finding process and the particular exigencies of the problem 
under scrutiny. Areas of testimony that arouse suspicions in one 
proceeding may not be followed up in another, Extrinsic evidence 
is, for the mostpart, not available, and the rules of evidence further 
restrict one s perspective, Since the scope of direct examination 
controls what can be inquired into on cross-examination, instances 
which have embarrassed the witness in one proceeding may be 
avoided in another, 

As we move from fact to theory, the problem is compounded. 
It is most difficult to evaluate Lautoer's testimony about Commu- 
nist theory, since the ultimate issue is itself cloudy, Were it clear, 
Lautoer's testimony could easily be evaluated; but his testimony 
would then be unnecessary. Since the over-all issue in these pro- 
ceedings was the "true" attitude of the Communist Party, Lautaer s 
testimony must be accepted or rejected ultimately on the basis 
of one's own evaluation of the documentary evidence about Com- 
munist doctrine. It seems clear that "force and violence" is in- 
volved in Communist theory, but force and violence when? Only 
as a means of preventing an oppressive minority from perpetuating 
{ x itself, as the Party contended, or as an inevitable step in the Com- 
munist accession to power, as the Government maintained? 

The ultimate question is: What did the term "Marxism-Lenin- 
ism" mean to those who were accused of having embraced the 
doctrine? The term comprehends the whole tangled skein of Com- 
munist theory, as expounded by Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin, and ' 
other party classicists. In defining the term, Lautaer testified that 
Communist theory looks to the use of "force and violence" to 
"smash the bourgeois state" and to establish the "dictatorship of 
the proletariat" It was the use of the term "Marxism-Leninism" 
in the 1945 constitution that was the basis of Lautoer's characters 
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zation of the constitution as misleading insofar as it appeared to 
eschew force and violence, But elaboration of the connotations 
of "Marxism-Leninism" leads into a quagmire of esoteric termi- 
nology, 

Lautaer relied heavily on his training and experience in giving 
answers that substantiated the Government's view of the nature 
of Communism, His knowledge of the literature from attendance 
at schools, presence at national conventions, teaching activities, 
and discussions with leading Party functionaries served as the 
basis for introducing into the record the real case against Commu- 
nism-the horde of documentary exhibits, including classic texts, 
pamphlets, and newspaper articles published over many decades 
and emanating from diverse sources. Excerpts from these docu- 
ments were read into evidence by government attorneys. Other 
excerpts were read by defense attorneys, The ultimate problem of 
judgment is not unlike that involved in determining whether a 
book is "obscene," and may be just as inherently difficult, if not 
impossible, to resolve, Judgment about fact becomes so inter- 
twined with fact that it is impossible to say where one begins and 
the other leaves off. 

If those who led the Communist Party believed in and advo- 
cated the overthrow of the Government by force and violence at 
the first opportunity of success, as the jury verdicts in the various 
Smith Act cases must have concluded they did, then the great bulk 
of Lautaer s testimony is consistent with the truth and perhaps 
overly conservative at times. If, on the other hand, those same 
leaders advocated forcible overthrow if and only if the proponets 
of the existing order would themselves resort to force to prevent 
peaceful change, then Lautaer at least exaggerated and perhaps 
told bowing falsehoods. And if neither of those two polar posi- 
tions represents the "true" nature of American communism, Laut- 
ner is guilty of oversimplification, a vice which may well have been 
inherent in the nature of these proceedings. 

Since much of Lautoer's testimony concerned verifiable (al- 
though unverified) facts, it seems that the inconsistencies and 
other deficiencies in his testimony culled from the many thousands 
of pages in which that testimony has been reproduced may well be 
trivial and insignificant In that sense, the conclusion must be 
reached on a fair appraisal that he is a "reliable* witness, 
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On balance, however, a favorable judgment as to Lautner's 
"reliability" must be put in proper perspective* Reliability does 
not automatically ensure significance, What the proceedings in 
which Lautner played so large a role sought to resolve were large 
and complicated questions about the nature of American commu- 
nism, The forms in which these questions were cast for purposes 
of legal fact-finding were themselves somewhat oversimplified. 
The Smith Act asks for a determination whether certain individ- 
uals advocated the "duty, necessity, desirability, or propriety of 
overthrowing or destroying the government . . , by force or vio- 
lence." He Internal Security Act requires a finder-of-fact to say 
whether an organization is "substantially directed, dominated, or 
controlled by the foreign government or foreign organization con- 
trolling the world Communist movement" These questions do 
not evoke the full complexity of motives and objectives animating 
the Communist movement over time. But, oversimplified as they 
are, these questions place a heavy burden on fact-finding processes, 
involving as they do an inquiry into beliefs and attitudes that do 
not necessarily manifest themselves in overt action and whose evo- 
lution can be understood only by recapitulating decades of history. 

Legal fact-finding processes simply are not equal to the de- 
mands placed upon them by these proceedings, Edmund Burke's 
famous remark about the difficulty of indicting a whole nation 
suggests the corollary that legal processes are not intended for 
the job of trying a chapter of history. The judgmental processes 
involved in ascertaining the nature of the American Communist 
movement and in understanding those who were engaged in it 
pose, ultimately, a task for the historian rather than for the trier- 
of-fact 
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We are back at the starting-point of this inquiry. What 
can we say about the efficacy of official fact-finding processes in 
the light of these accounts of the testimony of four ex-Communist 
witnesses? Has the operation of the processes under scrutiny 
afforded a basis for even a fragmentary set of conclusions about 
the witnesses and their stories? I think that my conclusions on 
this score are due the reader, even though it is the process by 
which the testimony has been elicited rather than its credibility 
that is primarily at stake here, Therefore, I shall start this sum- 
ming-up with some brief comments on the witnesses and their 
testimony, 

No aspect of any of these witnesses' stories has been more fully 
explored or more searchingly tested than the testimony of Whit- 
taker Chambers as it refers to Alger Hiss, Nor has there often been, 
by the standards of the litigation process, more sweeping vindica- 
tion for a witness. The jury had to believe either Hiss or Chambers, 
not on marginal details but in the large. Further, in order to be- 
lieve Chambers, it had to reject all reasonable doubts in favor of 
Hiss, This it did. Nothing in the transcript of the trials or in what 
took place after the trials leads me to think that the jury was un- 
justified in reaching the conclusion that it did, Absent further 
information of a land we are not likely to get, it seems to me that 
the suspension of disbelief in which so many engaged for so long 
ought to be abandoned. 

That said, the case remains enigmatic in its larger aspects, As 
I have pointed out, much testimony might be compelled that 
would bear materially on the question of the extent and degree 
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of Hiss's Communist affiliations. And other aspects of Chambers's 
story thatremain largely uncorroborated, notably his denunciation 
of Harry Dexter White, would likewise be clarified by further 
examination of other witnesses. Much material exists to support 
an analysis of the Harry Dexter White case, But I doubt that any 
very firm conclusions could be reached without the development 
of substantially more evidence than is now in the public record. ■ 
Finally, there is the question of Chambers's demeanor as a 
witness. His testimony strikes me as being on the surface far more 
candid, far less evasive and less defensive, than that of any of the 
other witnesses. This, perhaps, is not too surprising. Chambers 
was obviously a man of great intelligence and sensitivity, with a 
gift of self-expression. Whether that gift may not sometimes have 
been used to mask a less than candid response is a troubling ques- 
tion. What seems clear is that his forensic talents glittered in the 
dramatic atmosphere of the Hiss trials. Whether or not he was 
invariably a tratiiful witness-whether or not his dramatic capacity 
and his lively sense of self-protection may at times have got the 
better of accurate recollection-Chambers emerges, for me at 
least, as a largely convincing witness. 

By contrast, no witness's story is better calculated to inspire 
mistrust or disbelief than Elizabeth Bentley's. The extravagance 
of her claims about her espionage contacts, the vagueness of her 
testimony about the content of the secret material that she alleged- 
ly received, the absence of corroboration for most of her story, and, 
above all, her evasiveness as a witness, all combine to raise serious 
doubts about her reliability. And yet, hers is clearly no story in- 

i vented out of whole cloth. . 

'' Her relationship with Gobs, who allegedly masterminded her 
espionage work, is amply corroborated, as is the fact of her rela- 
tionship with Remington and several others of the supposed con- 
tacts. Moreover, most of her contacts had ideological affiliations 
that might well have predisposed them to cooperate with her. 
Finally, the refusal of many of those whom she accused to come 
forward with denials or explanations, though it is inconclusive, 
must weigh heavily in any judgment formed on the basis of a 

' record as indeterminate as the present one. 

If it were not for Miss Bentley's exploitation of her experience 



CONCLUSION 223 

for profit, I would be a good deal less skeptical about much of her 
testimony. But the tendency in her book to embroider a narrative 
for dramatic effect quickens one's suspicions that the same ten- 
dency may exist in her sworn testimony. As I have pointed out, 
those suspicions are often confirmed. Far more than the testimony 
of Whittaker Chambers, Elizabeth Bentley's testimony seems to 
require that a good deal more evidence be adduced before firm 
conclusions can be formed: evidence from persons who have so far 
remained silent, evidence from the investigative files of the FBI. 

If one accepts the main outlines of Miss Bentley's story, there 
remains the question of what the people with whom she was in 
contact thought they were doing. In the case of the Silvermas- 
ters and Ullmann, it is tolerably clear that if the facts were at 
all as Miss Bentley asserted they were, her contacts must have 
known that their activity was designed to transmit official secrets 
to a foreign power. But that is not necessarily true of the other 
participants in the alleged Silvermaster ring, most of whom did 
not, by Miss Bentley's own admission, how her. Nor is it neces- 
sarily true of some of her individual contacts, such as Redmont, 
Miller, and Lee. The range of possibilities is wide, and we shall 
probably never Icnow just where along the spectrum from knowing 
acts of espionage to innocent indiscretion the truth lies. 

The Remington case afforded the only opportunity for an ex- 
haustive cross-examination of Miss Bentley. That opportunity was 
not fully utilized, both for reasons of trial tactics and because of 
the unavailability of potentially impeaching material Her ques- 
tioning before Congressional committees was hardly calculated to 
test her credibility. 

In lawyers' terms, I would say that Miss Bentley has made out 
a prima facie case, that the burden of going forward is on those 
who would disprove her account, but that she is not entitled to a. 
directed verdict in her favor. 

As a commentator on Communist aims and objectives Budenz 
is impressive, although we may doubt that the Party was ever 
quite as monolithic as he portrayed it That doubt, however, is 
created more by the views of historians who have studied the 
American Communist Party than it is by anything contained in the 
record of Budenz's numerous examinations and cross-examinations. 
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Indeed, it may be fairly observed that proceedings of the land in- 
volved in this study are less well suited for providing any kind of 
basis for conclusions about general Communist aims and objec- 
tives, or about the philosophical underpinning of American Com- 
munism, than they are for demonstrating what did or did not hap- 
pen on any given occasion, 

When it comes to the delineation of facts, the testimony of 
Budenz is, in the main, of a hearsay nature, We cannot know how 
well he remembers what he was told or how accurate it was in the 
first place. The testimony of other ex-Party members suggests that 
he may have exaggerated his position in Party councils, It is ac- 
cordingly difficult to evaluate his "official reports" with the slender 
! B informationwehave. 

In his examination by the hostile Tydings Committee he was 
evasive when pressed, His testimony about Lattimore was par- 
ticularly vulnerable. Why had he not accused Lattimore sooner, 
particularly when occasions on which he might appropriately have 
done so were not lacking? When pressed on that matter, he tended 
to filibuster rather than to answer directly, That is not in itself an 
indication of unreliability, but it suggests an unwillingness to ad- 
mit the possibility of mistake, a trait that can quite unconsciously 
influence a witness's recollection. 

More important than any of these considerations is the ques- 
tion suggested at the end of the chapter on Budenz s testimony: 
To what extent has he allowed his judgment of who is and who is 
not a Communist to be shaped by his own views of desirable pub- 
lic policy? One wonders how many of Budenz s fellow-travelers 
are people who simply found themselves in the same place at the 

•& same time on errands of their owa No doubts on this score seem to 
' have plagued Budenz, or, for the most part, his interrogators. 

John Lautner's workmanlike role in the Communist movement 
is echoed in his stolid, pedantic, and relatively unshakable testi- 
mony. To be sure, he has been tripped up on more than one occa- 
sion. He has also been evasive, militantly self-justifying, and all 
the other things one might expect of a man who, late in life, finds 
himself in the unenviable position of repudiating his life's work. 
Yet he gives the over-all impression of close familiarity with the 
Party's ideology and, more important, with the day-to-day details 
ofitsoperatioa 
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Strongly in Lautner's favor as a witness is the fact that unlike 
the other three, he has not carved out an extra-testimonial career 
as an ex-Communist He has been paid, and paid well, for his 
testimony. But he has not had the additional impetus to fabricate 
that comes from the creation of a public image that must con- 
stantly be refurbished by yet another round of revelations. 

The frequent repetition of Lautner's story gave rise, as we have 
seen, to a number of inconsistencies. It also resulted in oppor- 
tunities for him to sharpen the lines of his testimony, to supply 
point where it had previously been lacking. But viewed in the 
total context of his testimony, the inconsistencies appear relatively 
minor, and the net impression is of a conscientious effort to recall 
the details of his past 

As I have suggested, the questionable areas in the testimony of 
the ex-Communist witnesses relate mainly to detailed assertions 
of fact that are difficult, if not impossible, to verify on the basis of 
the available evidence. There is enough corroborative testimony 
and enough extrinsic evidence to sustain acceptance of the main 
outlines of the story told by each of the witnesses. However, it 
seems obvious that firm conclusions about the reliability of the 
witnesses should not be ventured on the basis of the present public 
record without a systematic examination of the shortcomings of 
the processes used to elicit and test the evidence. 

The residual doubts may not be very important in the total 
context of what these witnesses have said. Certainly there has 
been little in the way of established disproof. But a common 
thread of attitude and personality runs through all of the testimony 
examined, which restrains a cautious observer from giving it whole- 
hearted credence. All four of these witnesses, to say nothing of the 
many other ex-Communists whose testimony has been peripherally 
examined, appear to have forsaken one set of absolutes for another. 
The urge for self-vindication appears to be so strong mat anyone 
who is not with them must necessarily be against mem. This ten- 
dency is most noticeable in Budenz's case, but it afflicts the others 
as well Then there is the troublesome matter of pecuniary motive. 
All these witnesses have admittedly profited financially from their 
roles as denouncers of the hated Communist conspiracy. While 
they cannot be blamed for wanting to salvage what they could 
from the wreckage of their lives, their interest in being "useful" 
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witnesses is obvious, And "useful* has meant, all too often, useful 
to the immediate political purposes of their interrogators. It would 
be surprising if this interest did not result in exaggerations and 
even in occasional distortions. 

The almost feverish pursuit of publicity that surrounded the 
development of so much of this testimony has undoubtedly con- 
tributed to the unsatisfactory state of the record. We have ob- - 
served in detail instances in which that was so. Moreover, the 
tendentious nature of all the proceedings, which we shall examine 
in a moment, imposed additional limitations on the development 
of the facts. Hence, to the extent that the testimony of these wit- 
nesses leaves doubts unresolved, the witnesses, those whom they 
accused, and their interrogators may all have been in varying de- 
grees the victims of a set of processes that are generally unsatis- 
factory for dealing with an important social problem. 

If the four preceding chapters have not lent some support to 
my unenthusiastic appraisal of these processes, further statements 
to the same effect at this point will surely be fruitless, Nonethe- 
less, it may be useful to point out systematically the shortcomings 
reflected in the analysis of specific testimony. 

A question that must first be answered is: "shortcomings'* 
viewed from what perspective? Is a perjury trial an adequate ve- 
hicle for determining whether X lied or told the truth on a given 
occasion? I think it is, or at any rate I am not prepared to suggest a 
better one. Is a Congressional investigation an adequate vehicle for 
arousing public opinion? Quite obviously it is, especially with the 
help of modem mass communications, as is shown by the rise and 
fall of Senator McCarthy, Is that same Congressional investigation 
an adequate vehicle for discovering the facts about an alleged 
danger and placing them before the public? Here the answer, 
based on the results of this study, must be No. It is from the per- 
spective of official fact-finding as a basis for public enlightenment 
-and hence, if democratic theory has any merit, as a basis for 
rational action— that the processes here examined fall short 

If we were looking at the situation as of 1945 or 1946, when it 
was becoming apparent that American Communism was shedding 
all pretense of being a native radical movement and that our 
Government and other public institutions had been infiltrated by 
Communists, what should we be interested in bowing? We 
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should presumably be interested in getting as coherent an account 
as possible of the nature of the Communist movement and the 
extent of Communist infiltration— by whom it was carried on, what 
they did, what their objectives were. Our job, in short, would be 
what we have traditionally regarded as the historians job: to find 
out, in Rankes classic phrase, wie es eigentlich getoesea-how it 
really happened. But compiling this history properly and swiftly 
would require the use of tools not in the possession of any historian, 
or of any private person, If it were to be done, it would have to be 
done by public agencies, aimed with the power to compel people 
to tell what they knew and equipped to test and evaluate what 
they were told; and it would have to be done in an objective spirit 
of inquiry, without rancor and without a thought to gaining pres- 
ent political advantage by capitalizing on past blunders, 

It was not done, Competing pressures of policy and the lack 
of a properly equipped and sufficiently disinterested organ of in- 
quiry combined to frustrate the goal. What institutional factors 
caused this failure? Can we do better in the future? These are 
the questions to which the rest of this chapter is devoted, 

IT 

We have been dealing with testimony developed, in the main, 
in three types of proceedings; Congressional investigations, ad- 
ministrative hearings, and court trials, In the next few pages, I 
shall say something about the advantages and disadvantages of 
each of these vehicles for eliciting and testing the stories of ex- < 
Communist witnesses. 

Congressional investigation has two great advantages: it is 
open-ended and it is nonadversary. Its scope is limited only by 
its constitutive authorization, which usually amounts to no limita- 
tion at all That scope is vastly useful in developing testimony as a 
coherent whole, untrammeled by considerations of relevancy or 
materiality to a predetermined subject matter. It is no accident 
that the main outlines of a witness's story are usually to be found 
in the transcripts of a Congressional investigation rather than in 
the records of an administrative or judicial hearing, Compare, for 
example, Elizabeth Bentleys testimony before the House Un- 
American Activities Committee in 1948 with her testimony in the 
Remington case. The Committee record, for all its meanderings, 
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contains the essence of her entire story, or at least makes it avail- 
able to the reader who is willing to perform a certain amount of 
carpentry on it The record of the Remington trial, by contrast, is 
intelligible only to one who is already familiar with the contours 
of Miss Bentley's story. 

The other great advantage of the Congressional inquiry is that 
it takes place, at least in theory, in a nonadversary setting, Since 
winning or losing "the case" is not immediately at stake, witnesses 
are likely to speak more freely, To be sure, a witness may be- 
come a trifle slipshod when there is no formal cross-examination, 
but an informal cross-examination may be just as serviceable, 
as it was, for example, in the questioning of Budenz by the Ty- 
dings Committee and its counsel. In the ideal Congressional 
inquiry, the witness will be pressed without being bullied or in- 
timidated, He will be allowed to tell his story in his own way, 
without the interruptions and altercations that mark a hotly con- 
tested trial, 

These advantages, while theoretically impressive, are in prac- 
tice rarely exploited to their full extent, and are in any event more 
than offset by several crippling disadvantages. Chief among these 
are politics and publicity, We have traced examples of both, and 
of their interplay; the point is too obvious to require extended 
comment As long as the Congressional inquiry serves as an in- 
strument of politics, a means by which political points are won 
and lost, its utility as a fact-finding institution in a highly charged 
context is bound to be sharply limited, 

Less obvious but equally disadvantageous is the flimsy struc- 
ture of the typical investigation, The committee members are busy 
men. They are forever having to leave the hearing room to go to 
' the floor of the House or the Senate, or to some other, equally 
pressing committee meeting, Members wander in and out The 
presiding officer may change several times during a single session, 
Sometimes the new man does not quite catch the drift of what has 
gone before. The whole business is apt to be quite unsystematic. 
The cure for all this is supposed to be the committee staff, particu- 
larly the committee counsel, But, as we have seen, staff members 
are not always adequately prepared, And the caliber of personnel, 
while outstanding in some cases, often leaves something to be 
desired. 
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Deficiencies in the organization and quality of staff personnel 
are in theory remediable, although there are undoubtedly limits to 
what can practically be done in these respects, For one thing 
staff positions on Congressional committees are an important form 
of patronage, and it is Utopian to suppose that this advantage will 
ever be voluntarily foregone, But even if we assume that improve- 
ment is possible, the staff is still the servant of the committee mem- 
bers, However fair-minded and competent staff members may be, 
they are powerless to prevent their masters from using the investi- 
gative process as a political platform, 

The same observation applies to the structure of committee 
hearings. There is a fuzziness and lack of focus in all but the most 
firmly guided Congressional hearings that is perhaps the inevitable 
concomitant of their free-ranging and flexible character. More 
careful preparation for the hearing may sometimes mitigate this 
difficulty, but rarely overcomes it; an able counsel may preserve his 
sense of order, but he must defer to the Committee's sense of the 
priorities of the moment Particularly when an inquiry lasts 
several weeks or longer, the place of the individual pieces in the 
total composition is often obscure, Loose ends have a tendency 
not to get tied up. A witness says that he will supply certain in- 
formation later, Later turns out to be never. Or a suggestion is 
made that certain rebuttal testimony be called. Everyone agrees 
that it should be called, and then nothing more is heard about it 
Names are tossed out, never to reappear, Confusion becomes the 
governing principle, The investigative proceedingLecomes merely 
a demonstrative proceeding, and not a very good one at that 
Instead of serving as a means for digging out evidence, evaluating 
it and reaching reasoned conclusions, the Congressional investiga- 
tion in this context has shown itself to be just a vehicle for placing 
"facts" in the record without any real effort to ascertain either their 
probative value or their significance. 

Palliatives for all this have often been suggested, ranging from 
elaborate codes designed to regulate every aspect of committee 
behavior to general admonitions to be fair. None of them answers 
the basic objection that the Congressional investigation is poten- 
tially an instrument of political strategy, and that it takes only one 
determined man to convert the potentiality to fact There is much 
force in Walter Lippmann s observation that the problem "is not 
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one which is likely to be solved by an ingenious idea." Beyond 
that, it may be observed that increased competence on the inter- 
rogators' part is also necessary, and that more fairness does not 
automatically bring with it increased competence. 

The principal virtue of the court trial, viewed from the stand- 
point of objective fact-finding, is the opportunity it affords to test 
the credibility of witnesses. At its best, jn the hands of able and 
well-prepared counsel, cross-examination becomes ftftgreafcoi- 
gine for the discovery of truth that WigmorelemBaifc Jfttfis 
not often seen at its best in the trials we haveievferaLMd its 
A necessary concentration on one detail at a time leaves the knpres- 
'y sion of a pile of tiny colored stones that no one has bothered to fit 
into a mosaic. 

Even when the issue is as comparatively narrow as the question 
of perjury in the Hiss and Remington cases, the ramifications of 
fact tend to sprawl untidily, In the Smith Act proceedings, where 
it sometimes seems that history itself is on trial, one is left with the 
. overwhelming impression that the trial process is simply not 
equal to the demands being made of it 

Of course, the trial is not expected to produce neatly done up 
bundles of history, But our inquiry is limited to its efficacy as a 
device for establishing the facts about one or another aspect of 
the Communist conspiracy. There it plainly falls short. The adver- 
sary process simply is not well adapted to the intelligible sequen- 
tial ordering of complex factual data. The criminal trial is not 
designed for that purpose and cannot be expected to achieve it 
Viewed as an instrument of fact-finding, it always faU&jnto one of 
A two difficulties: either it leaves out too much tc^efefcnsative or it 
includes too much to bf orderly. I < 

What then of the administrative inquiry, that great compromise 
between the trial and the legislative investigation? The answer 
must turn on what is being inquired into, There are undoubtedly 
many theoretical advantages to the use of the administrative proc- 
ess for the development of complex factual issues, These advan- 
tages are often realized in practice, as in rate or route proceedings 
in regulated industries, where the hybrid legislative-judicial hear- 
ing is plainly superior to either of its sources, But the efficacy of 
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the administrative proceeding depends on the focus given it by 
its constitutive authorizatioa 

The principal use to which the administrative proceeding has 
been put in the context of the Communist issue is the determina- 
tion, under the Internal Security Act, of whether certain organiza- 
tions are Communist-dominated, The hundreds of thousands of 
pages accumulated by the Subversive Activities Control Board 
have their uses, but they do not adequately serve the function of 
telling us "how it really happened.* 

The principal difficulty has been the tendentious nature of the 
proceedings. Their object is to compel the respondent organiza- 
tions to register as Communist-dominated. Various disabilities 
follow upon such a designation. As a consequence, the hearings 
are devoted to the proof or disproof of an overly simplified ques- 
tion of fact— indeed, a question that may not admit of a rational 
answer. Consequently, the SACB proceedings lack the flexible 
and open-ended quality that is the Congressional investigation s 
chief merit 

These strictures apply,„of course, to the particular administra- 
tive tribunal that Congress elected to create, not to any admin- 
istrative tribunal that might have been created, Conceivably a 
standing administrative tribunal armed with a broader and more 
flexible charter than Congress gave the SACB would work, My 
ideas on this point are implicit in the subsequent discussion of 
alternative instruments of inquiry for the future. 

From the point of view of public enlightenment, it appears 
that none of the three kinds of institutions made available for the 
interrogation of ex-Communists is satisfactory. Before we turn to 
a consideration of alternatives, however, it is necessary to com- 
ment on two deficiencies in the mechanism of proof that have 
contributed significantly to the inadequacy of the public record; 
the privilege against self-incrimination and the inaccessibility of 
the files of official investigative agencies, notably the Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation. . 

in 

The Immunity Act The obvious solution to the difficulties of 
proof posed by the privilege against self-incrimination lies in the 



232 CONCLUSION 

device of compelling testimony in exchange for immunity from 
prosecution. That device has been resorted to by Congress on 
many occasions. Most relevant to this discussion is the Immunity 
Act of 1954, whose provisions are described in Chapter 2. The Act 
may be used either by a Congressional committee or by a grand 
jury. Its use so far has been confined to the grand jury, perhaps 
because of doubts about the constitutionality of the provision re- 
lating to the role of the judiciary in compelling testimony sought 
by a committee of Congress, Some substantial objections to the 
Act are set forth in the opinion of the dissenting justices in Ullmm 
v. United States, the case that upheld its constitutionality. The dis- 
senters argue that the principle of the privilege against self-incrim- 
i ination does more than merely protect a witness against criminal 
prosecution; it is meant to guarantee to the individual the right of 
privacy from governmental invasion of his life-he has an inde- 
feasible right to be let alone, Of course, if this absolutist position 
is accepted, discussion is at an end. But the position has not been 
accepted as a constitutional prohibition, and it seems of doubtful 
value also as an expression of legislative wisdom. 

There are only two real questions, it seems to me, First, what 
purposes are sought by permitting the exchange of immunity for 
testimony? And second, what safeguards are available to ensure 
that the deleterious impact of compulsory testimony will be mini- 
mized? These questions can be answered only after an examina- 
tion of the legal processes in which the immunity provisions are, 
or might be, given effect 

The grand jury, of course, has the advantage of secret proceed* 
ings, But for purposes of creating a public record, that becomes a 
disadvantage, The grand jury makes its proceedings known in two 
ways, by indictment or by presentment. The indictment is plainly 
inappropriate to our purposes; it is merely a conclusory allegation 
that certain named persons have committed a crime, The present- 
ment, on the other hand, reflects the historic function of the grand 
jury as a land of roving inquisition into the management of public 
affairs. That function has, however, fallen into disuse, particularly 
in the federal jurisdiction, with which we are concerned. More- 
over, the cross section of the community that the grand jury is 
supposed to reflect, however well suited it may be to some inquisi- 
torial functions, may not be the most appropriate agency forcval- 
uating questions about Communist infiltration. 
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The other available institution is the Congressional committee, 
It is here that opponents of the Immunity Act find the most to feel 
uneasy about The prospect of a free-wheeling legislative circus, 
using the Immunity Act at whim to force revelations for whatever 
motive, is one that may well give pause, All the defects of the 
legislative inquiry that we have examined might well be magni* 
fied by the use of this great power, so instinct with the possibility 
of oppression. 

There is the further possibility, rarely adverted to but certainly 
present, that witnesses compelled to testify under the Immunity 
Act may simply commit perjury, particularly where verification of 
their testimony is not readily available, If perjury does indeed 
occur in these circumstances, one would expect its incidence to 
be roughly proportional to the influence of politics and publicity 
on the hearing in question. If a witness bows that his testimony 
will be exploited for political advantage, if he knows that his pri- 
vate life will immediately become public property, his motive for 
evasion or even downright lying is correspondingly strengthened, 
If that is so, the danger of widespread perjury would be at its 
greatest in a Congressional investigation. It seems only reason- 
able that an institution whose history has demonstrated neither 
fairness nor competence as a characteristic virtue should not exer- 
cise powers greater than those which have already led to what is 
at best a spotty performance. 

The question of the Immunity Act, then, is inseparably en- 
twined with the question of the appropriate agency to be en- 
trusted with its power. 

The Jench Principle, The investigative files of tie FBI and 
similar agencies are jealously guarded by their custodians. It is 
right that this should be so, since they presumably contain great 
masses of unevaluated information whose indiscriminate release 
would injure to no purpose not only some of the nation s citizens, 
but the nation itself, Still, the security of these files is not abso- 
lute. There are interests to be served by permitting disclosure un- 
der some circumstances, 

That this is so is illustrated by the Supreme Court's decision 
in Jench v. [/.S,, holding that a defendant in a criminal prosecu- 
tion is entitled to examine statements made to an investigative 
agency by a witness against him, so that the defendant may take 
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advantage in cross-examination of any inconsistencies between the 
witness's testimony in court and his statement to the investigative 
agency, The Jencb decision was followed by an Act of Congress 
prescribing in great detail the circumstances under which a crimi- 
nal defendant might be allowed access to such statements, This 
in turn has been followed by a considerable volume of case law, 
interpreting Congress's none-too-clear statute, We need not be 
concerned here with the technicalities and refinements of the 
kncks rule, What is relevant to our purpose is an adequate elabo- 
ration of the Jencb principle and its application to the problem 
of discovering the facts about American Communism. 

The principle, broadly stated, is that a defendant should be 
A given access to all relevant evidence that might assist him in his 
defense, This in turn rests on a notion of fundamental fairness 
which insists that the Government may not bring its power to bear 
on the individual and at the same time conceal information in its 
possession, a notion that has been reflected in an established line 
of criminal cases. 

It is not immediately apparent why this salutary principle 
should be confined, first, to criminal proceedings, and second, to 
protecting the individuals interest Criminal proceedings are not 
alone in exposing an accused person to infamy and ruin, The Con- 
gressional investigation may be an equally potent instrument to 
this end, Simple justice suggests giving a person accused of mis- 
conduct before an investigating committee the opportunity to dis- 
cover whether his accuser has made materially inconsistent state- 
ments in the past But over and above this question of fairness to 
the accused, may there not also be good reason on the public s be- 

•■ half to insist that accusations of Communist complicity be checked 
against the accuser's previous in camera statements? Without this 
aid, we are forced to gauge the iceberg's dimensions by what ap- 
pears above water, i 

Two examples previously discussed should make the point 
clear. Would not an impartial fact-finder be better able to evalu- 
ate Budenz s charges against Lattimore if he had a complete rec- 
ord of what Budenz had said in private to the FBI? And would 
not the important question of the timing of Elizabeth Bentle/s 
approach to the FBI be answered if that agency's files could be 
opened to the extent necessary to expose data relevant to that ques- 
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turn? Many more examples could be cited, but I think the point 

is solidly established, at least with respect to the desirability of 

full disclosure, There are, however, other aspects of the problem 

that must be taken into account 

These lead us back to the question of who ought to be entrusted 
with the power to compel this kind of disclosure. It has become a 
cardinal principle of relations between the executive and legisla- 
tive branches of the Federal Government that the confidentiality 
of investigative files must not be breached. The experience of the 
McCarthy era suggests the danger of permitting access to investi- 
gative files purely on the ipse dixit of a Congressional committee, 
One solution might be to vest discretion in some executive official 
to determine when files should be exposed, but experience shows 
that political influences are by no means confined to Capitol HE 
Attorney-General Brownell's attack on former President Truman, 
fortified by declassification of secret files on Hany Dexter White, 
is a clear example (whatever one's view may be of the substan- 
tive merits of the case) of the use of confidential information for 
political purposes, We cannot keep that kind of thing from hap- 
pening occasionally, but we need not make it a regular principle 
of executive power. Another possibility, leaving it to the accused 
to decide whether the files should be exposed, ignores the public 
interest in disclosure, which might well conflict with the accused 
man's desire to be let alone. 

I am compelled to conclude that the solution, if there is one, 
lies in the creation of a new instrument of government, one delib- 
erately designed for the kind of inquiry we have been discussing, 
There is nothing original about this conclusion, but it may take 
on added force when made in the light of and as a consquence 
of the kind of investigation of existing processes that has been 
undertaken in these pages. We turn now to a discussion of pos- 
sible instruments. 

IV 

What specifications ought to be required in a new instrument 
of government fit to be entrusted with the great powers that in- 
here in the Immunity Act and in the Jencb principle? There are 
three that strike me as being of paramount importance; its object 
must be to find facts rather than to apply sanctions; it must be free 
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of political pressures; its results rather than its processes must be 
given publicity. It is evident that these specifications are not met 
in any existing instrument of the Federal Government in the Unit- 
ed States, but possible models do exist elsewhere, both in this 
country and abroad. 

Perhaps the closest case in point is a British institution, the 
Tribunal of Inquiry. Its purpose has been described by Professor 
Herman Finer in the leading study on the subject as "removing a 
quasi-political misdemeanor from the political arena because the 
proof should be quasi-judicial, but not taking the case to a law 
court because the problem is quasi-political." It would be hard 
to frame a more apt description of the kind of problem we have 



A Tribunal of Inquiry is constituted upon resolution by both 
Houses of Parliament, in tie words of the enabling statute, "for in- 
quiring into a definite matter described in the Resolution as of ur- 
gent public importance." It has the powers of a court of law to com- 
pel testimony, although it is accorded greater latitude in framing 
its procedures and in the evidence that it considers. It is typically 
chaired by a Justice of the High Court; there are usually two other 
members, who are likely to be senior members of the Bar. The 
menibers are appointed, in effect, by the Cabinet The Tribunal's 
proceedings are usually public though it may choose in some in- 
stances to hear evidence in private. It conducts its inquiry in an 
orderly and expeditious fashion and renders a report that states 
its findings of fact That is all. There is no prosecution and no 
persecution. If individual public servants are found to have be- 
trayed their trust, they resign without waiting to be removed, so 

| general is the acceptance of the Tribunal's fact-finding. 

r . The procedure of convening a Tribunal of Inquiry is rarely re- 
sorted to, a fact that may help to explain its effectiveness. There 
have been only two instances in the last fifteen years. The first of 
these demonstrates the Tribunal's success in delving into a highly 
complex, not to say confused, mass of facts and extracting from 
them a coherent and orderly account of what happened. The 
Tribunal investigated an allegation that certain Ministers of the 
Crown and other public officials had accepted presents from pri- 
vate persons in return for favorable official action. Four interre- 
lated incidents and a dozen different public officials were involved 
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The Tribunal, chaired by Mr. Justice Lynskey and assisted in its 
work by the Attorney General (a member of the same political 
party as the accused officials!), sat for twenty-six days and heard 
fifty-eight witnesses, nineteen of them represented by counsel, all 
of whom were entitled to cross-examine witnesses and frequently 
availed themselves of the opportunity. The Tribunal's report ex- 
amined the allegations relative to each transaction and each official 
whose name was brought into question. Two officials were found 
to have acted improperly. The meticulous nature of the Tribunal's 
work is exemplified by its report on the principal malefactor, the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Trade. He had been ac- 
cused of improper dealings with four named private persons; he 
was declared to be blameless with regard to two of them, but to 
have betrayed his trust with the other two. He and the other offi- 
cial found to have behaved badly immediately resigned. Just as 
important, the Tribunal made detailed findings exonerating the 
other officials whose activities had been questioned. 

A noteworthy aspect of the Tribunal's work was the speed with 
which it acted. The Tribunal was appointed on October 29, 1948; 
it heard evidence from November 15 to December 21. Its report 
was rendered in January 1949. The contrast with the typical Con- 
gressional investigation is striking. The members of the Tribunal, 
of course, had no competing demands on their time. 

The other Tribunal of Inquiry in recent times had to consider 
a matter of equal gravity-an allegation that there had been an 
improper disclosure of an impending rise in the Bank of England's 
interest rate, to the advantage of certain financial concerns. The • 
affair took place in September 1957. A Tribunal consisting once 
again of a Justice of the High Court and two senior barristers was 
appointed in November. The Tribunal sat for twelve days during 
December, heard 132 witnesses under oath, many of them repre- 
sented by counsel, took written statements from 236 other persons, 
and issued a report in January 1958, concluding that the allegations 
were unfounded. In dealing with some of the more abstruse ques- 
tions of high finance, the Tribunal had the aid of officials of the 
Treasury, who conducted the investigatory phase of the inquiry at 
the Tribunal's direction. 

Another British institution provides other aspects of a model 
relevant to our problem. That is the Royal Commission of In- 
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quiry and its slightly less prestigious counterpart, the Depart- 
mental Committee. Unlike the Tribunal of Inquiry, the Royal 
Commission is established not to find particular facts but to in- 
vestigate a general situation and supply a basis for making legis- 
lative or other official policy. To put it another way, the Tribunal's 
fact-finding is adjudicative; the Royal Commission s fact-finding is 
legislative. The Commission's work may not eventuate in legisla- 
tion, but it is performed with the possibility of legislation in mind 
and in aid of that possibility, This difference in function is re- 
flected in the comparative looseness of procedure in setting up a 
Royal Commission and in carrying on its work There does not 

• appear to be any general legislative authorization for Royal Com- 
missions comparable to the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) Act 
A Royal Commission is constituted by a command of the Crown 
directing the prospective members to investigate a given subject, 
which is defined in the Terms of Reference. In practice, the Crown 
requests a Commission at the instance of the Cabinet or of a par- 
ticular minister within whose sphere of interest the subject matter 
falls. Parliament may in theory impede the establishment or func- 
tioning of a Royal Commission by withholding funds, but I know 
of no instance in which this has been done. A Departmental Com- 
mittee is indistinguishable from a Royal Commission except that 
it is constituted by direction of a minister, e.g., the Home Secre- 
tary, rather than of the Crown, 

The members of a Royal Commission or Departmental Com- 
mittee are almost always drawn from private life. 'Depending on 
how technical the subject of inquiry happens to be, the members 
may be either experts in the specialty involved or simply promi- 
A nent members of the community who can be expected to bring 
common sense and good judgment to bear on any problem con- 
fronting them. Ordinarily the Commission has a secretary, who is 
a civil servant, assigned to help it His function is to generate the 
production of evidence, to assist the Commission in keeping track 
of the evidence received, and to aid in formulating the report that 
constitutes the normal end product of the Commissions work. 

The procedure of a Royal Commission is not fixed by law. 
Ordinarily, the Commission takes evidence, in either oral or writ- 
ten form, from anyone who desires to be heard. The Commission 
has no subpoena power; all its witnesses appear voluntarily. The 
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questioning of witnesses is done informally, without any regard 
for the rules of evidence or other niceties of the adversary process. 
This is natural enough, since there is nothing adversary about the 
process either in form or in substance. The Commissioners have 
no ax to grind; nothing is at stake for them; their responsibility is 
to do a good job of considering the facts and arriving at a proposed 
solution. 

Royal Commissions are as frequent as Tribunals of Inquiry are 
rare, There are usually several in being at any given time, De- 
pending on the complexity of the problem confronting it, a Royal 
Commission may be in existence for a few months or for several 
years. Once a final report is rendered, the Commission, having 
fulfilled its only function, goes out of existence. If legislation re- 
sults, as it often does, that is the work of other hands, The Com- 
mission s job is simply to get the facts in an orderly way and to 
propose a solution if one seems called for. Its work product usu- 
ally consists of two items; a report, which narrates the procedure 
it employed, lists in detail the facts it has found, and makes recom- 
mendations; and the Minutes of Evidence, a transcript of the testi- 
mony it has heard and the written submissions it has received. If 
the subject of inquiry is of general public interest, the Commis- 
sion s report is given wide publicity and is, in itself, a powerful 
stimulus to legislative action, 

The best-known result of the Commission device in recent years 
is undoubtedly the Report of the Committee on Homosexual Of- 
fences and Prostitution, popularly known as the Wolf enden Report 
It is a particularly striking instance of the utility of such a report 
as a basis for drawing public attention to a difficult social problem 
and stimulating intelligent public discussion of that problem. The 
Committee* was appointed by the Home Secretary in August 1954 
to consider whether changes in the criminal law relating to homo- 
sexual offenses and to prostitution ought to be made, The Com- 
mittee, chaired by Sir John Wolfenden, consisted of fifteen mem- 
bers, among whom were two doctors, two clergymen, one senior 
barrister, and one judge, Owing to the delicate nature of the sub- 
ject, the hearings were conducted entirely in private, a rather un- 
usual procedure, and no Minutes of Evidence were published The 
Committee sat for sixty-two days over a period of three years, and 

* A Departmental Committee rather than a Royal Commission, 
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heard evidence from a large number of interested persons. The 
Report was rendered in September 1957 and occasioned an intense 
and protracted public debate, both within and without Parliament, 
centering on its most controversial recommendation-that homo- 
sexual conduct engaged in privately by consenting adults should 
no longer be treated as a criminal offense. That recommendation 
has so far failed to be enacted into law, although other, less con- ' 
troversial changes in the law recommended by the Committee did 
gain enactment 

While there was obviously a wide divergence of opinion about 
the wisdom of the Committee's recommendations, there is no 
doubt that its careful and dispassionate analysis of the facts about 

) law enforcement in the field of sexual conduct made a valuable 
contribution to public enlightenment on both sides of the Atlantic. 
It does not seem farfetched to suggest that there are many prob- 
lems of social importance in this country that would similarly bene- 
fit from the careful and disinterested scrutiny of a fact-findingbody 
clothed with official powers but free from political pressures. 

In fact, ad hoc fact-finding boards or commissions are not un- 
known in the United States. On the federal level there is nothing 
like the Tribunal of Inquiry, but there have been commissions set 
up exclusively for fact-finding purposes and manned predomi- 
nantly, although not exclusively, by persons of stature drawn from 
private life. The twelve-man Hoover Commission of 1947-49, for 
example, was constituted by joint action of the President and Con- 
gress to investigate ways of tightening the organization and in- 
creasing the elciency of the executive branch of government And 
there have been many fact-finding boards set up by the President 

I without statutory authorization, notably in the field of labor rela- 
tions. On the state level, there is New York's Moreland Act, the 
closest American analogue to the British Tribunals of Inquiry 
(Evidence) Act Under this statute, passed in 1907 during the 
governorship of Charles Evans Hughes, the governor is authorized 
to appoint one or more commissioners "to examine and investigate 
the management and affairs of any department, board, bureau, or 
commission of the State." A Moreland Commissioner has the pow- 
er to issue subpoenas and to take testimony under oath, and he 
may employ counsel and other staff to assist him. His report is 
rendered to the governor, who submits it to the legislature. The 
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procedure has been resorted to scores of times for investigating 
the efficiency and honesty of governmental administration in New 
York. . 

What might he done along the above lines toward constructing 
a new instrument of government responsive to the problems can- 
vassed in this book? As a practical matter, of course, it is highly 
likely that nothing will be done. In moments of crisis the respon- 
sible officials are too interested; in moments of tranquility they are 
not interested enough. Indeed, we have something more than in- 
tuition to go on in suggesting that remedial action is unlikely. In 
1950, in the midst of controversy about Congressional investiga- 
tions, Senators Thomas of Utah and Ives of New York introduced 
a bill to authorize the establishment of "Congressional investigat- 
ing commissions" to be constituted upon concurrent resolution of 
both Houses of Congress. Each such commission would consist of 
seven members-two senators appointed by the President of the 
Senate, two representatives appointed by the Speaker of the 
House, and three persons appointed jointly by the President of 
the Senate and the Speaker of the House from a panel of thirty 
persons in private life available to serve on such a commission, the 
panel to be appointed by the President of the United States and 
confirmed by the Senate. There are many questionable features in 
this plan, but surely it deserved serious consideration. It got none. 
Whether such a plan would receive consideration today is doubt- 

The factor that has as a practical matter militated against the 
enactment of reforms in the field of official fact-finding is also tie 
factor that poses the greatest obstacle to successful adaptation of 
the British experience to American needs: the difference between 
the Parliamentary system and our own. In Great Britain there is 
little conflict between the legislative and executive branches of the 
Government, since the executive is simply the functioning voice of 
the majority party in Parliament This makes it materially easier 
for the British to assign delicate problems of fact-finding to a Tri- 
bunal of Inquiry or a Royal Commission, even when the investi- 
gation may yield results embarrassing to the Government The 
nature of the problem becomes apparent when we ask what pro- 
vision could be made in the United States for setting up such tri- 
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bunals and appointing their members, In the American context, 
these problems pose formidable theoretical difficulties, to say noth- 
ing of what may be insurmountable practical obstacles. 

There is no dodging the issue by confining the solution to the 
executive or the legislative branch alone. It seems highly unrealis- 
tic to suppose that a special tribunal established on Congressional 
initiative and appointed by Congress would ever be efficacious, 
although such a solution might stand a relatively good chance of 
Congressional approval A purely Congressional tribunal would, 
indeed, only intensify the conflict between the two branches when 
the matter under inquiry involved the conduct of officials within 
the executive branch. It might be expected to provoke many in- 
Jfc vocations of "executive privilege* as a bar to inquiry. On the sur- 
face, a proposal to set up such tribunals wholly by executive action 
might have more appeal, but that too would be unworkable. With- 
out Congressional action, such tribunals could not be given any of 
the powers necessary for adequate performance of their job; they 
could not, for example, even be empowered to take testimony un- 
der oath, let alone to compel the attendance of witnesses. They 
could, in short, function like a Royal Commission (if the President 
could scrape up the money) but not like a Tribunal of Inquiry. 
That would not be good enough. Congress and the President 
would have to cooperate. 

The two major problems that would have to be faced in fram- 
ing federal legislation authorizing the creation of an adequate in- 
strument of inquiry modeled on the British experience are, first, 
who shall determine when a tribunal should be convened and, sec- 
ond, how and by whom shall the tribunal's members be appointed. 
•i The determination of necessity presents a range of possibilities; 
determination by the President alone; determination by the Presi- 
dent subject to the approval (or disapproval) of one or both houses 
of Congress; determination by one or both houses of Congress sub- 
ject to the approval (or disapproval) of the President; determina- 
tion by one or both houses alone; etc., etc. My preference would 
be for a system that permitted initiation by either branch subject 
to a reasonably speedy check by the other, on the view that both 
will always have an interest but that on any given occasion that 
interest may be less intense in one branch than in the other. Thus 
it might be provided that a tribunal could be convened either at 
the President's instance, subject to disapproval by either house 
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within a fixed time (an arrangement analogous to the present pro- 
vision for reorganization plans), or by resolution of either house 
subject to Presidential disapproval. In either event, the view of 
a simple majority of one house that a matter is (or is not) of suffi- 
cient importance to warrant creation of a tribunal ought to be 
enough. 

The appointment problem is more complex, It has two aspects: 
who shall be eligible to serve and who shall make the appoint- 
ments? On the issue of eligibility, the Thomas-Ives proposal pro- 
vides an example of the struggle between principle and expediency 
that makes a satisfactory solution hard to come by, The proposal 
recognizes that persons from outside Congress should serve, but 
members of the Senate and House are included, presumably to 
soften Congressional resistance to the scheme. I think the conces- 
sion is a fatal one. A Congressman is not less a Congressman be- 
cause he serves on something called a commission or a tribunal 
rather than on something called a Congressional committee. The 
influences of politics and publicity will make themselves felt, what- 
ever name is given to the forum. It is, in my view, no accident that 
the successful operation of the British models has involved reliance 
on persons drawn from outside Parliament Of course, the same 
principle excludes politically appointed officers in the executive 
branch. And it is unlikely that adequate confidence could be re- 
posed in a roster chosen from among those protected by Civil Serv- 
ice. That leaves, from official life, only the judges, Federal judges 
cannot be compelled to perform extrajudicial functions, and there 
is a body of informed opinion holding that they should not do so 
voluntarily. Yet their presence can add much, as it did in the Pearl 
Harbor inquiry undertaken by Mr. Justice Roberts, and I should 
not wish to see them excluded as a source of talent The state 
judiciary provides another reservoir that should perhaps be avail- 
able. But the backbone of a successfully functioning institution of 
this sort should be a roster of persons drawn from private life. 

The idea of a standing panel contained in the Thomas-Ives 
proposal may be a useful one, although I doubt that thirty names 
would give a sufficient diversity of outlook and experience to meet 
the range of uses to which fact-finding tribunals might be put A 
hundred or even two hundred eligibles, including such judges as 
are willing to serve, would be better. 

The panel device would serve the additional function of giving 
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the competing governmental interests an advance share in the ap- 
pointment power. It might, for example, be provided that the 
President of the United States, the President Pro Tempore of the 
Senate and the Speaker of the House should each designate one- 
third of the total number of persons to serve on the panel from 
which members of tribunals would be drawn, all designations to 
be subject to Senatorial (or Congressional) approval. With that 
kind of screening device in operation, it might then be unobjec- 
tionable to provide for Presidential appointment to a tribunal, after 
one has been constituted, without requiring that the appointees be 
confirmed for service on the particular tribunal.* The President 
might be required to appoint members in equal numbers from each 
of the three groups of panel members-the Senate s, the House's, 
and his own. Thus the qualifications of appointees could be studied 
at leisure and without reference to the particular fact-finding job 
they might be asked to undertake. Then, as the actual need arose, 
a tribunal could be appointed without delay and without bickering 
about the suitability of its members. The members of the panel 
would be available for a fixed period of time, say four years, after 
which a new panel would be constituted. 

This scheme for constituting a tribunal and appointing its mem* 
bers may seem complex, but assuredly some scheme of equal com- 
plexity would be required to minimize the frictions inherent in the 
American system of separated powers. Whether such a scheme 
would stand any chance of acceptance would depend in part on 
what powers it is proposed to give a fact-finding tribunal and on 
what its relation should be to other instruments of inquiry, espe- 
cially Congressional investigating committees. 

At first glance, it might seem wise to provide that once a fact- 
finding tribunal has been constituted, it should "occupy the field" 
to the exclusion of Congressional committee inquiries into the same 
subject matter. Experience suggests, however, that Congress would 
never agree to such a curtailment of its jurisdiction. And even if 
it did, the result would very likely be an unseemly race to get a 
legislative committee started on an investigation or, worse yet, a 
reluctance to approve any call for a fact-finding tribunal if any 
Congressional committee had an interest in the subject of the po- 

* Lodging the appointive power in the Chief Justice, a superficially 
attractive solution, may raise constitutional problems. 
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tential inquiry. Better that there should be an occasional overlap. 
Indeed, it may be desirable to have some conflicts of jurisdiction 
at the start, if only to give the new instrument of inquiry an oppor- 
tunity to demonstrate its utility. As instances multiply and a tra- 
dition establishes itself, a pattern of deference to the new device 
can be expected to develop in proportion to its success in discharg- 
ing the distinctive function assigned to it It would be wrong to 
try to build that pattern of deference into the system at the start; 
it cannot take root except in experience. 

The d hoc nature of these tribunals is essential Each tribunal 
should be freshly constituted with new members and allowed to 
employ its own staff and, most important, its own counsel. Perhaps 
some continuity in staff personnel is inevitable, even desirable; but 
the members and the counsel should come from other callings and 
return to them after the tribunal has performed its appointed task 
Otherwise, politics and publicity are bound to reappear as baneful 
and distracting influences. 

The powers that such a tribunal should exercise have already 
been enumerated: ideally it should possess the power to subpoena 
witnesses and documents, to take testimony under oath, to compel 
testimony as to which the privilege against self-incrimination is in- 
voked by granting immunity from criminal prosecution, and to ob- 
tain such material from the files of the FBI and other Government 
agencies as it may deem pertinent to the subject of inquiry and to 
the testimony of Witnesses called before the tribunal. These last 
two powers-the immunity power and the power to invoke what I 
have referred to as the Jench principle-are essential to the suc- 
cessful operation of fact-finding tribunals, These powers are also, 
as I have said before, capable of being used oppressively. There 
is no way to ensure that they will not be so used by these tribunals; 
we can only observe that the stimulus to oppressive use seems lack- 
ing in a system such as the one we have been considering. 

The procedures of a fact-finding tribunal should not be pre- 
scribed by law, but should be molded to fit the exigencies of the 
particular occasion. Ordinarily, the counsel and staff should inves- 
tigate and interview potential witnesses before their testimony is 
formally taken. In that way, situations that may call for use of the 
immunity power or the Jench principle can be uncovered and 
dealt with deliberately rather than on the spur of the moment 
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That, of course, will usually occur only where the tribunal is 
charged with looking into allegations of past misdeeds, as in the 
case of the British Tribunal of Inquiry, not where it seeks purely 
to gather information on a social problem, as in the case of a Royal 
Commission. It is in the first of these two roles that the proposed 
tribunal would find its greater use, I think, simply because it is 
that role in which our existing fact-finding institutions are most 
conspicuously deficient 

The tribunal should be allowed to hire experts to help in its 
work. If the subject of inquiry were, let us say, the allegation made 
by Senator McCarthy in 1950 that Communists had infiltrated the 
State Department and were, even then, occupying policy-making 
positions, consider how helpful it would be to have on hand a his- 
torian or political scientist at home in the factual setting of the 
problem, I do not think that this kind of need is satisfied by call- 
ing such persons as "expert witnesses." Rather, they should par- 
ticipate as members of the staff and advisers to the tribunal 

Since the only object of the tribunal is to find facts, since no 
sanctions will be or can be imposed as a consequence, the tribunal 
should not have to follow formal rules of evidence or observe nice- 
ties of internal divisions of function, It should have the power to 
hear witnesses in private and to publish as much or as little of the 
testimony so given as it sees fit to publish. It should, however, be 
required to accord witnesses the right to be assisted by counsel 
and to cross-examine adverse witnesses or, failing that, to be 
Apprised of and given the chance to reply to any charges made 
by adverse witnesses, The tribunal's report, rendered as soon as 
careful study of the problem permitted, should be a public docu- 
ment and would undoubtedly receive extensive publicity. It is 
just as desirable that publicity be encouraged at the end as that 
it be discouraged during the process, Providing for controlled 
publicity of this sort is not an easy task in this country, as a matter 
either of constitutional law or of the practicabilities of control, but 
the effort should surely be made. The power to proceed in private, 
reinforced by the contempt power or by a criminal statute, should 
go a long way toward dealing with the problem of publicity. 

It would be fanciful to speculate on the extent, if any, to which 
a new instrument of inquiry, fashioned along these lines, would 
have yielded more public enlightenment than the various proceed- 
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ings we have analyzed in these pages. It would be even more fan- 
ciful to speculate on the extent, if any, to which public decorum 
would have been preserved and the rancors of the past fifteen 
years avoided, The extent to which changes in laws and in legal 
institutions result in changes in the way people behave is one of 
the ultimate imponderables. 

The problem of Communist penetration in this country is now 
a stale one. It is in all likelihood too late to traverse again, even 
with greatly improved fact-finding processes, the ground that has 
been so unsatisfactorily covered in the past Individual scholars 
must take over, as they are indeed now doing, But the problem of 
Communist penetration is not unique in its capacity to stir issues 
upon which there is a need for public enlightenment that cannot 
be satisfied by private efforts. Charges of corruption in govern- 
ment are always going to be with us; issues of public policy on 
which disinterested official scrutiny is needed constantly arise. 
Many such charges and many such issues can be dealt with satis- 
factorily enough by existing instruments of inquiry, But there will 
always be those that arouse too much controversy and that strike 
too deep to be handled as they are at present When that happens, 
as it surely will again, we would be fortunate to have at the service 
of the body politic an instrument of inquiry that could enlist the 
best talents of our society in the aid of public enlightenment 
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Mr. John Lautafx 
laTRIflrsTaVlk'tve 
New York 26, New York 

Dear Mr. Lautner: 



Your letter of AttMt 24tb has been 
received, and the Interest proofing your communica- 
tion is appreciated 



Although I would like to be of assistance, 
my book, "A Study of Communism," will not be released 
until October 1st. It will be published by Bolt, Blnehart 
and Winston, Incorporated, |83 Madison Avenue, New 
York 17, New York. I trust you will be able to secure a 
copy of it after that date. 

Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: Bufiles indicate that Johnifcautner, a former Communist 
£art£functionary, was expelled frop{jth| P%r|f gfl d ife as been a 
vaiuaM^ljttprnment witMB$ in nunrerews Smith Wc^trials. He 
has been paid as a consultkh%te the Interi»LSefiurity Division of 



department and at one time UnA j^^mKin^i^u Department. 
% liaf.^een cooperative with the Bure*ft «8 On Feoruary 27, 1959, 
the Director wr*fee him a cordial lettetef commending/on his testi- 
mony and thanking him for kind expressions -about the FBI 
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TRUE COPY 



New York, August 24, 1962 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



It was brought to my attention, that your new 
book, M The Study of Communism" in its first printing is 
already available. 

I would be grateful if someone from your office 
could help me to obtain a copy. 

I am certain that an advance copy would be 
a great aid to me, since I have a number of lectures scheduled 
in September. 

Sincerely yours, 

John Lautner 

125 Riverside Drive 
New York, 26, N. Y. 
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Memorandum 



TO 




date: 10/15/64 



^sub/tect: 



saT 



DIRECTOR, FBI ( 100-16177) 
SAC, NEW YORK (134-66) (ADM) 



JOHN LAUTNER 

SOURCE OP INFORMATION 



On 10/14/6 4. JOHN LAUTNER, former CSNY 588, contacted 




[ 



$4 



and advised that 



f: 



e had been contacted by 
for the U.S. Treasury 



Department, who asked whether he would assist the Internal 
j Revenue Service in connection with the preparation of their 
[t ax case against the CP.USA . LAUTNER stated that he agreed 
[and indicated that he will prepare material which will cover i 
description of all activities of the CP,USA. He pointed out 
that this assignm ent will last for about ten day s and that he 
will receive $50.00 per day for his services, He also 
indicated that he will probably be used later as an expert 
witness whenever the trial should be scheduled. 

* ' ". • **■' 

LAUTNER further advised that he was also contacted on 
10/14/6 1 *, by Mr. ROY BREWER, an Executive Vice-President oflT 
Allied Artists, and asked to testify in the ease involving/^he 
"Hollywood writers" who are suing the motion picture , companies 
for tripte-iteHS^rW^a result of the boycott against them, years 
ago. He further advised that he was also recently contacted by 
MYLES LANE, f orme r^_U,.S^_^Afcfcarney in the SDNY, and that h^Talso 



he 
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V 




asked LAUTNER to testify in connecti^n^jdj^ litigation 

LAUTNER explained that LANE is apparent^J^n^resen^ng a 
separate group of motion picture companies. 

JOHN LAUTNER continues to reside at 338 91st St., 
Brooklyn 9* New York. He has indicated that there is no new 
information to report in relation to the book that he has been 
writing for several years. He believes the manuscript should 
have been published years ago and since he does not believe it 
would be successful at this time, he is "just sitting on it". 
He continues to write however, and has contributed articles. to 
the "Tablet", the HCUA, various church publications and the 
American Legion magazine. Prom time to time he appears on various 
panels as a speaker and has lectured at Yale University and, more 
recently, Vanderbilt and Notre Dame Universities. 



SJ- Bureau (RM) 
1 - Newark 



The above is furnished for information 
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Memorandum 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-20081^) 



SAC, NEW YORK (100-83801) (P) 



date: July 26, 1965 



subject: 



I 



m 



SECURITY MATTER - C 
Rebulet 7-12-65. 




be 

b7C 
b7D 



The following Investigation was conducted pursuant to 
Instructions as set forth In referenced Bureau letter: 

1 who, on April 30, 1953, identified 



as a CF member active in the Music II Section during the 
latter part of 19^9 or early 1950, advised on July 2, 1965, that 
he would not testify in any proceeding* 

JOHN IAUTHER*. former Chairman of the New York State Review 
Commission, CP, who was expelled from the CP In January, 1950, 
and who on December 13 % 195^*/£h&t e ne knew the subject as a 
member from 19^7 to 190.9. JOHN IAUTNER was .contacted by SA 



HJL 



] on July 26, 1965 and advised that he could testify, beFore 

the HCUA as to the subject's CP membership during the late 19lf0's* 
It la recommended that the name of JOHN IAUTNBR be made available 
to Mr. McNAMARA, Director, HCUA* 

LOUIS F. BUDENZ, who, on June 30, 1950, advised that the 
subject was a member of the CP In 19^9, as of July 27, 1962, was 
residing in Newport, Rhode Island* All leads pertaining to BUDENZ 
are to be forwarded to the Boston Office* A letter has been 
sent to the Boston Office setting forth instructions as set forth 
In referenced Bureau letter* They have been advised to contact 
BUDENZ and advise the Bureau as to results, as well as making a 
recommendation concerning his name being made available to Mr* 
McNAMARA* 

A review of indices of the NY0 as well as subject's case 
file failed to disclose any additional Information concerning 
subject's CP membership* 
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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Mr. w» C. Sullivan 



Mr. F. J. Baumgardaer 



coiBaMiOMBR or xhtbrxai, 
commsmimt witf . «sa 

DOCKBT NOma 63763 



February 9, 1965 

1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Liaison 
1 - Mr. Baumgardaer 
v.1 - Mr. Shew 
i - Mr. Beddy 



In connection with the pondlag action by the Internal Revenue rV 
Service (IBS) to recover some $300, OSS from tha Communist Party, MMA, Y 
for i ncome and eateese profit taxes and penalties for tha yaar 1951, wo \ ' 
have boan oooparating with tha Chief Counsel'* Office of IMS. /> 

In tha attached lattar datod 1/27/65, Mitohall Bogovin, Chiaf 
Counsel, IBM, adviaad that tfcrial of thia ease ia new not for 3/22/65 in * 
tha T ax Court of tha Mailed State* of Mow Torfc City and that fomar ^ 

"'^^'■^•™» erase* ^w ^eeaaK ^^►^^•esa^e sp^Pep ey^^eses bosses s>ec^p#j i^nssg eVMaiSa^eua* ae> aBjawa w/ev^F ^p«p»*sd» n^^p ^^ 

utilised aa expert witnesses. In ordar to comply with a poaaibla ruling 
by tha Court regarding tha Jencke baw, Bogovin requeated that ha bo v > 
farniahod "copies of all reports and transoripta of intarriawa with oaoh 
of thaao two vltneaeeavhlch have boon given to tha Justice BerJrtaent." 

Kaithor lautner nor Bartla waa a Communlat Party member for ^ 
tha FBI and naithar enbaltted informant report a although the Seattle • 
Office took three elgned atitiaaintii fgpm Marti* ehem she defeated free 
the tarty in 1954. Lautner and | l havo, however, furnished us 
voluminous informatics regarding the Communist Party and Ita members ! 
aad 1 _ainoe 1950 and 1954, respectively, we have interviewed Lautner and. 
| on nuaeroua oooaaiona in oaaee in whloh we have an interest* ' 
ne reeulte of theae nuaeroua interviewe are net out in varioua types o 
of Bureau documomta, including inveatigative report a, lettere, teletypes* 
airtele and memoranda* which are maintained in filea at the Beat of 
Oovernaent and in aeveral field offieea* Accordingly, unless oaoh office 
eoadueta an intenaive file cheek, we could net be euro that we had 
losated 2|1 reporte and traaseripta of interviews with Lautner and Hart la. 



b7D 



£ 



Since thia problem had previously arisen in the Beaver Smith 
set trial aa&adind at that time disouaeed it with the Department, be 

f^pif^lff^T «*■»»** u- njMidto md t canlajacMd thia, morning with m***»i*±«i*»* b7c 



attflgnsam 



J ^ 



jwith the nature of the IBB returns* • 



I acquainted 
I pointed ou 




that the 

Bureau nas~been cooperating with IBS in thia ease and desired to continue 
cooperating, but that the current request by IBS poses eertain problems 




>25 1965<* 



COKTINUID--OTIR 



/ FEP 19 '365 



* senorandtui to Mr. f« C. Sullivan 
b»: omaMiom or iotihnai 
ccnosmisr p*biy. usa 

VlMIPpllttfP* aF*OiOS» * f UflPS* 

BOCKBT WWI 83763 
100-3-63 



which the Bureau felt should be called to the attention of the Internal 
Security Division, particularly since tho ess* problem had arlssn in 
the Denver Sadth act caee. 



b7C 



recalled the problem, particularly as it related to 

sssove w aewp w o*ee ef**^^ <nr^peeviwe» isvsrpOfYSS' <sm(0^f ^pMBw^^cpp ^n>ns^e ss^S' aeMp speeuw'n* *s ^^^r^RNw™w ^ir^e we*^Ofw ^w™ 

that tiee the Bepartsest had decided to reetrlct prodnotlon of the 
Lautner docuesnte to those contained in Lautner'e control file in the 
Mew fork Office, which mounted to approvi*atot|r 000 docuaenta. I 
agreed that onless a oospletc check of the Bureau's filea van sads, not 
only at the Seat of Oo v sr nasnt, but also throughout the field, 1*0 could 
net he assured that on of the reports tod tr^aaeripts of intervieve 

with fcsutnor and Hartl? had heon locates* | | noted that the 

Oo 



eo^^wi e^^^^p** is? ^v^^^^^pp^^s^p 
girflll 1 ObBVAlatBH frfjfcC uw both l ia Wt at li r 

^B^**Wsnan^nu^i^Dn* ^*n^9 Jj^Ptvp* ^^ ens^jsuuf --unpTsann} sw^uunjepsoy^ps ^py s^*^nw "ae* saw fpsa^t^l^osw^^psV^sV^o* 



have heen inter* 



viewed on noseroue oceaalomi and in numerous oaaes by Departnaot attorneys* 
said it would take a similar exhauetiTO review of the Pepartaest*! 



files to uncover j|£ of the report • and tranacripte of theee interviews. 



I ssarssscd the ■Otsjoa that 188 wao probably not awareoj. 

the t rinoii aous acopc of their fefoest or of the problems involved* 

felt that the eoapiete detail* should bo eade available to IBS.atAa 
ooafarai >e to be att end e d by recreeentativee of 110, the Bureau and the 
Internal Oeourlty Division. | | suggested that such a conference bo 
arranged, if possible, for Friday, February 13, 1065, at 

JSSSSSSSSt£iS3Sm 



eW *WP mPPW^WapP ^F ^h^f^pv 



, . I recosasodatiotti so wHl have liaison b6 

contact mef Counsel sUtchell Bogovin at Zif sod orally aokmcvledge 
receipt of his lottor of 1/17/65. logovln will be advised that the 100 
reeusst posse certain orobleae which the Bussau has dieeueeed with the 

^w ^^Tp ^^'^■F^eW^P <sfp ^^ OsU^OO^^IF ^Pf^pFlSP ^PrYVsTBjSjpespsf jOw^n^^ew^isejinuune^nBinjnnpaunnv ^■Tnsjesenn> , anB^a^p ^pme^w*^r* ^w^ipfp^|W£f!uunv^anuupuw ^nsn^spa^snjr ■^ew*sBw^-^nw^u^r^uw^nv*uunw''^BF' , ^™ r ^t^bw^ ^~^^^ ^sv^pv^-^p^ 

Internal Oeourlty Bivlslsa. BoftartJaant of Justice, and that the Internal 
Security Division r e pres e nt stiffs had suggests* a conference bo sot up 
on friday, February IB, 1005, if possible, at 100, at which repreeente- 
tlvss of the Iaternal Oeour lty Division sad the Bureau will bo in 
attendance* Thin confer oust will be aised at fully briefing IBS retard* 
ins the vatieue probleas inherent in the IDS requsst for copies of all 
reporte of in terviews with Jean lautner and Barbara Bar tie. If tin* site 
is eatlefaotory, lego wi n will be requested to deeignate an appropriate 
tins* for the oenfersnoe* 



AgTION: 

If you 
Section for " 



ive, thin aeaoraadua should be routed to the Liaison 
contact with Bofovin as outlined above. 
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DATE: 2/15/65 

Mr, Belmont 

Mr, Sullivan 

Mr. Baumgardner 

Mr, Shaw 

Mr, Reddy 



fe Loach . 

asper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 

Felt 

Gale 

Rosen 

Sullivan . 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 
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Ttt 




i/h 



on Rogovin f s staff as we ll as Department Attorneys [ 



This morning, Supervisor E. B. Reddy and I met with 
Mit chell Rogovin. C hief Counsel, Internal Revenue Service (IRS 
and | | the IRS Attorney who will handle the forth 

coming trial against the Communist Party, USA, to recover 
soipe $300,000 for income and excess profit taxes and penalties | * 
for the year 1951. Also present were several IRS attorn eys flpQfii 

i who were representing Assistant O 

Attorney General Yeagley. I told Rogovin that the conference 
had been suggested by the Internal Security Division of the f\ U^/ 
Department in order that the Department and the Bureau couldl )/(,U«\S 
fully brief IRS regarding the scope of their request for y % 
copies of all statements to the FBI from former Communist Party 
functionaries Jjo^nQjautner and Barbara Hartle whom IRS proposes 
to utilize as expert witnesses at the forthcoming tax trial, 

I advised those present that neither Lautner nor 
Hartle was a Communist Party member for the FBI and neither 
submitted informant reports although the Seattle Office took 
several signed statements from Hartle when she defected from 
the Communist Party in 1954, I noted that Lautner and Hartle 
have, however, furnished us voluminous information regarding the 
Communist Party and its members and, since 1950 and 1954, 
respectively, we have interviewed Lautner and Hartle on 
numerous occasions in cases in which we have an interest. 
The results of these numerous interviews are set out in 
various types of Bureau documents, including investigative 
reports, letters, teletypes, airtels and memoranda, which are 
maintained in files at the Seat of Government and in several 
field offices. I told Rogovin that even if we conducted an 
extensive check of Bureau files at the Seat of Government and 
throughout the entire field, which would be of itself a 
monumental operation, we could not absolutely certify to IRS 
that we had unearthed the recording of every single interview 
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1 - 100-107725 (Hartle) 1 

1 - 100-16177 (Lautner) 

100-3-63 

Enclosure 

EBR:ja§ (JS) 
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- 100-365248 (Philbrick) 

1 tec f LJ22r 

'HOT Ri&bRDEO 

• -2© m? IS 196E 
CONTINUED i. OVER 




Memorandum to Mr, Sullivan 
RE: COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUE v. 
COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
DOCKET NUMBER 63763 

with Lautner and Hartle and accordingly, IRS could not so 
assure the tax court should this question arise, I told 
Rogovin that we had experienced this same problem with reference 
to Lautner and Hartle in our own cases and that the Internal 
Security Division had considered this problem at that time. 



At this point, Department Attorneys 
briefed the IRS representatives on the application of 



the Jencks Law in connection with the production of the 
recordings of interviews with Government witnesses. |_ 



distinguished between (1) the "statements" which relate to 
direct testimony of the witness and which must be produced to 
defense counsel following any necessary excising and (2) the 
remaining documents which the Government e ither cla ims are 

pointed out 



bo 
b7C 



not "statements" or which are irrelevant. [ 



that the latter type of documents must, however, be made 
available for in chambers review by the court or the administra- 
tive board. 



G 



| said that with reference to Lautner's and 
Hartle's testimony in earlier Bureau cases, the Department 
had authorized the Bureau to assemble only the Lautner documents 
which are maintained in his control file in the New York Office 
and the Hartle documents which are maixvtained in Hartle f s 
control files in the Seattle and Pittsburgh Offices. These 
amounted to 789 documents for Lautner and approximately 
150 for Hartle. Only 44 of the Lautner documents related 
to Lautner f s direct testimony and a lesser number o f the Hartle 



he 
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said that 
statement 



documents relate to her direct testimony. 

the Government was never pinned down to a specific 

that the documents produced to defense counsel or to the court 

included every interview by the FBI with Lautner and Hartle. 



Rogovin felt and the remaining IRS attorneys and 
Dapartment attorneys agreed that the same policy should 
&pply to the IRS tax case and th^t should it be necessary to 
make any representation to the court, it can be stated that 
those documents comprise the recordings of interviews with 
the witnesses and were assembled following a reasonable search 
of the files of the FBI. Rogovin then requested that the Bureau 
assemble the Lautner and Hartle documents in Washington for 
review by IRS attorneys. It was further agreed that any 
documents recording additional interviews with Lautner and 
Hartle in New York City, Seattle, or Pittsburgh which took 
place following the assembling of these documents for the 
first time in Bureau cases and which are available in the control 
files in New York, Seattle, and Pittsburgh should be included. 

- 2 - CONTINUED - OVER 



Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan 
KB: COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUE v. 
COMMUNIST BdRTY, USA 
DOCKET NUMBER 63763 

The question of IRS possibly utilizing former 
confidential informant Herbert Philbrick as a witness came 
up, I told Rogovin that Philbrick had been a Bureau informant 
and had submitted informant reports. Rogovin then suggested 
and the attorneys agreed that the Bureau should obtain 
Philbrick *s informant reports from the Boston Office for 
review by IRS attorneys and that the recording of inter- 
views with Philbrick following his discontinuance as an inform- 
ant and which are available in Philbrick f s file in the 
Boston Office should also be included, 

I told Rogovin that the Bureau would obtain the 
described documents of Lautnej; Hartle, and Philbrick and 
I would advise him when they are available for review by 
IRS attorneys, I also pointed ou t to Rogovin that during a 
recent discussion with l l of the Internal Security 
Division, I had suggested the desirability of assigning an 
attorney from the Internal Security Division who is thoroughly 
familiar with the application of the Jencks Law to sit at 
counsel table during the tax trial, primarily to assure 
protection of any Bureau documents which might have to be 
produced, Rogovin agreed that this was an excellent idea 
and he would pursue it with the Department, 

OBSERVATIONS : 

It was obvious from the initial comments of IRS 
attorneys that IRS has had very little experience with the 
Jencks Law, The presence at counsel table of an experienced 
attorney from the Internal Security Division should, however, 
be of great assistance to the IRP attorneys. Rogovin expressed 
extreme gratitude for the briefing and for the Bureau f s past 
and present cooperation in this case, {, 

RECOMMENDATION ; 

Thatihe attached airtel be transmitted to New York, 
Seattle, Pittsburgh, and Boston instructing that the necessary 
documents be promptly transmitted to the Bureau for review 
by IRS attorneys. 
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (lOu- 3 ) 

FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (100-49j1) 

SUBJECT: COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL 

REVENUE VS. COMMUNIST PARTY, JSA 

DOCKET i' u3763 

IS-C 



ReBuairtel 2/16/63, requesting that the NYO 
submit originals of documents pertaining to JOHN LAUTNER. 
Identity of tne documents were aet forth. 

Enclosed herewitn are original* of 
documents described as foliows: 

44 documents described in New York, letter to 
the Bureau, dated 1/22/58, captioned, ' JOfflrJAUT NER, 
SOURCE OF INFORMATION." — ~~~ 

739 documents described in New York letter 
to the Bureau dated 4/25/58, captioned, "JOHN HELLMANj 
IS-C; SA OF 40." 

37 documents in LAUTNER 's control file 
recording interviews witn LAUTNER subsequent to interviews 
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1-New York (134-6&) (Inv) 
1-New York (100-4931) (42) 
RGOirmv 
(o) 



! 

NOT RECORDED 
180 MAR 1 1965 



c 



I 



NY 100-4931 



reported In tne above-d#acribed documents. These are 

listed as follows: 

134-66-1099, lloi, 1105, 1106, 1110, 1112, 
1121, 1122, 1124, 1125, 1127-1132, 
1135-1137, 1138-1141, FD-302, 8/10/62, 
FD-302, 8/15/62, FD-302, 9/28/62, 1145, 
1148, PD-302, 4/12/63, FD-302, 4/17/63, 
1151, PD-302, 9/20/63, 1153-1157 
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AIRTEL 



3/3/65 
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3) 

FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (100-4931) 

* SUBJECT: COMMISSIONER OF 

INTERNAL REVENUE VS. CPUSA 
DOCKET # 63763 



\\ 



ReBuairtel, 2/16/65, requesting originals of 
documents reflecting contact with JOHirt»AU TNBR. the 
Identities of which were set forth. "" 

Re NY airtel, 2/23/65, enclosing 820 documents as 
requested in reBuairtel. 

Enclosed herewith are 27 additional documents 
reflecting contacts with JOHN LAUTNER by the NYO from 
4/25/58 to date. 

These documents are identified as follows: 

134-66A-l80,l8l,l83,l83A,l86,l87,l88,lS9, 
190,198,200,201,202,204,205,206, 

209,210,211,212,215,216,217,218,219, 
220,221 
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>Bureau (100-3) (Encl. 27) (RM) 
1-New York (100-4931) (42) 
RGO : rmv 
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Mr. Call alma 



J/19/65 



U F. Row 



C0MMISSI0S1B OF WmatAh BBWHRIE v. 
COMMUNIST PABTY, USA 
DOCKET HUMBSE 63763 



la accordance with the request of Supervisor £* B, Beddy of 
the Domestic Intelligence Division that the original receipts executed 
by fonaer Bureau informa nt Jofcg^^autaer sad one set of duplicates, be 
furnished for use in connection ntn prsepective testimony by the inform- 
ant in the captioned matter, there are enclosed 39 original receipts 
totaling $3,092.93, and one set of Xerox copies* 

In connection with the ffeceipt dated 4/24/51, in the amount 
of $40.00, it should be noted that the receipt fails to Indicate the 
purpose for which the payment was made; however, the blue slip which 
accompanied this item indicates that it was for "Salary," Also, in 
connection with the receipt dated 11/9/54* in the aaount of $54*78, it 
should be noted that the receipt shows the amount was not paid to Lautner, 
The blue slip which accompanied this ttm Indicates payment was to TWA 
Airlines for transportation of Lautner. The receipt was not executed 
by Lautner, but apparently by an individual connected with TWA, 

RSCQMMENDATION : 

1. That this memorandum together with the original receipts 
and Xerox copies be forwarded to the Domestic Intelligence Division for 
their use. 
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2. That the original receipts be replaced by the set of 
Xerox copies and returned to the Bureau, attention Yfeucher~3tatistical 
Section after they have been introduced in evidence. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



/■ 



SUBJECT 



Mr. J. F. Blan 



from T. D. Rushin; 




date May 13, 1965 



1 - Mr. Bland 
1 - Mr. Rushing 
1 



Tolson 

Belmont _ 

Mohr 

DeLoach . 

Casper 

CalJahan . 

Conrad 

Felt 

Gale 



JOHN IAIDTNES 
SECURITY MATTER 



Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 
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Chicago letter dated 4/7/65 captioned n CP,USA, 
Internal Security - C," forwarded a list of expulsions from 
the Communist Party in New York for the years 1950 to 1953 . 

Included in this material was the name of the 
captioned individual who appears to be identical with an 
individual by that name in the above-mentioned list* 

Chicago noted the extremely delicate source of 
the information and instructed the field to initiate no 
investigation based upon this material without prior 
Bureau approval. If deemed desirable, investigation can 
be initiated under suitable safeguards to insure the security 
of the source, Chicago further instructed that the infor- < 
ination is not to be included in an investigative report 
for dissemination* If deemed pertinent, the information 
may be disseminated suitably paraphrased in such a manner 
as to fully protect the source's identity ♦ The Chicago 
letter of transmittal is filed as serial 7969 of 100-3* 

ACTION: 



For record purposes. 



* - ' J.. "JED 

* iV/AY 18 19S5 
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Memorandum 



TO 






DIRECTOR, FBI (100-16177) 



SAC, NEW YORK (134-66) (ADM.) 



JOHN LAUTNER 

SOURCE OP INFORMATION 



date: 7/1/65 




f* 



X 



On 6/29/65^ JOHN LAUTNER contacted the NYO and 
advised that he had observed a notice in the business section 
of the "New York Times", the Sunday edition of 6/1 3/65. 
According to LAUTNER the notice in question was evidently 
inserted for the purpose of soliciting or hiring persons for 
intelligence work. He explained that he assumed this ad was 
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LAUTNER disclosed that he answered this advertisement 
and mailed an application to the aforementioned address. 
LAUTNER further advised that he felt that he should make 
this fact known to the FBI. 

The Bureau is accordingly being advised and no 
action is beiik: contemplated by the NY0 # 
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Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 






date: 2/10/67 




UNITED STATES GWBRNMENT 

Memorandum 

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-l6l77) 

sac, new york (134-66) (adm) 

johntSujtner 

source of information 



In a contact with JOHN LAUTNER on 2/6/67, it was 
learned that MIKLOS KALLAY, the former Prime Minister of 
Hungary, had recently passed away in New York City. KALLAY, 
who was related to LAUTNER by marriage, is the subject of 
Buttle 105-43212. 

LAUTNER also noted that his brother had also died 
this past weekend in Youngs town, Ohio. LAUTNER indicated 
that his brother had been suffering from cancer ♦ 

LAUTNER further disclosed that he had visited 
Senator THOMAS DODD in Stratford, Connecticut, this past 
weekend. He explained that a mutual friend had suggested to 
Senator DODD that LAUTNER might possibly be of assistance to 
him in connection with a book that DODD intends to write 
dealing with his past experiences. LAUTNER stated that no 
decision was reached regarding his possible services, which 
would be restricted to preparing an outline. LAUTNER 
expressed the opinion that such a book is merely in the 
discussion stage and that no definite plans have been 
formulated . 

LAUTNER now resides at 211 Morrison Walk, Island 
Park, New York, and his unlisted phone number is 516-889-8154. 
He continues to be unemployed and his income, believed to be 
meager, is probably derived from free-lance writing, lectures, 
and Social Security payments. 

The above is furnished for information purpose 

/- Bureau (**) /&> d^^JjO 
(1 - 105-43212) (MIKLOS KALLAY) 
1 - New York (65-17069) (MIKLOS KALLAY) 9 p EB 13 1967 
1 - New York, . . » . .' 
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Routing Slip 

. 7 mnum 9-25-6 71 

TO: SAC, x 

| | Albany 

| 1 Albuquerque 

j '""J Anchorage 
[ 1 Atlanta 
(| Baltimore 
| 1 Birmingham 
| | Boston 
[ | Buffalo 
j | Butte 
| | Charlotte 
| 1 Chicago 
| | Cincinnati 
| 1 Cleveland 
| [ Columbia 
| [ Dallas 
| 1 Denver 
| 1 Detroit 
1 | El Paso 



(Copies to Offices Checked) 



| | Houston 

| 1 Indianapolis 

j""J Jackson 

j "1 Jacksonville 

|' ) Kansas City 

1 | Knoxville 

j j Las Vegas 

( 1 Little Rock 

I 1 Los Angeles 

j i i 1 Louisville 

[ __ j Memphis 

I 1 Miami 

1 j Milwaukee 

| ' | Minneapolis 

| 1 Mobile 

1 1 Newark 

| ) New Haven 

SNew Orleans 
New York City 



j | Norfolk 

I j Oklahoma City 

j " ) Omaha 

| 1 Philadelphia 

| ) Phoenix 

| | Pittsburgh 

1 | Portland 

L^J Richmond 

[ ) Sacramento 

| | St. Louis 

I 1 Salt Lake City 

IZZI San Antonio 

| 1 San Diego 

| | San Francisco 

[ H San Juan 

1 | Savannah 

| | Seattle 

j | Springfield 



I | Tampa 

| j Washington Field 

| ) Quantico 

TO LEGAT: 

[ | Bern 

j 1 Bonn 

1 " 1 Buenos Aires 

I | Hong Kong 

| ) London 

I | Manila 

1 1 Mexico, D.F. 

I 1 Ottawa 

1 | Paris 

1 | Rome 

j | Santo Domingo 

I 1 Tokyo 



Date 



January 28 f 1969 



re: JOHN LAUTNER 

SOUECE OF INFORMATION 



rr?/ 



Retention For appropriate 
| " | For information [ \ optional | 1 action j [ Surep, by 

[ ""} The enclosed is for your information. If used in a future report, \ ' ') conceal 
all sources, j J paraphrase contents. 






| " 1 Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA 
dated 



Remarks: 

Attached is a Xerox of a personal letter 
from John Lautner to Section Chief Arbor W. 
Gray of the Bureau. Gray previously handled 
Lautner as a source when Gray van assigned to 
the New York Office, 1951-1956. 

This personal letter, dated 1/13/69, has 
been acknowledged by Gray with no commitments. 
It is being furnished to you for information 
and for any action you may deem desirable. 



Enc. ~"~* ^ ___— 

Urfile 134.66 
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January 13, 1969 



Dear Arbor: 



The other night I listened to a television interview, and it prompted 
me to send you this note. 

The interviewer was Casper Citron; the person interviewed George (Blake) 
Charney. It -was on *fWfC January 11th, at 8:30 p.m. 



You must remevber George - he was one of the defendants in the Flynn 



case, 



He claimed he is out of the Party since 1958, and attributes it to 
the Russian intervention in Hungary. The occasion for the interview *vas 
a book he wrote, "A Long Journey," with a Foreword by Kichsel Harrington, 
national secretary of "Ghe Socialist Party. 

The poor fellow t/&s full of contradictions in his statements. For 
example, he seated that he could never believe that the monolithic structure 
of communism could be undermined (China). 

How can he square th&t statement with CP denial thst the CPUSA was not 
dominated by xhe leadership of the monolithic structure, namely the CPSU 
leadership? 

And there are many other conflicting statements he ruade. It would be 
a good idea for someone to see him, since he claims t:o be out of the P-airtv. 

He called the Bureau agents "Princeton boys." He also stated he never 
believed the Party accusation of ne as a Bureau spy in the CP. And, as 
you may recall our conversation during t^e trial, he publicly stated now, 
that the accusation against me was made by Rakosi in Hungary. 

If you are interested, I "hink you should get a tape of the interview 
from the television station* It is o vned ^y Kew York City. 



I hope you will forgive me for burdening you with this problem. 
Yishing you, the best of health, I regain, 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATFJ^^_BY^£2JE^p^ 

P.S. The lie?/ York C ity Board of Educa tion has 
just appointed I I as trial 

examiner in the dispute betveen P.S. 201 
and 9 union teachers, f 



Yours sincerely, 
John Lautner 
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